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18. N/Jlil.ATIVE DESCHIPTION : (For all awards discribc in detail what individual 
did to wn.rrant decoration. For valor awE.rd describe in detail the mission, 
terrain and weather, eneray conditions :md friendly casualties. (Use pla.i!i 
bond paper for continuation she~t if nec8SS<:iry~. 

On 16 Ar>ril 1968, the orderly rooE of the 188th As~au..Lt !1elicopter Coripany 
was notified that a vehicle had received a direct hit from an artillery round 
a.nci was "burning out of control. ·Fire f:iehtine ~quipnent was needed to t.ry and 
! ut out the fire . · The vehicle , a ·tr at er purification van and trailer, was 
stationed on the bank of the Sont Eo ~iver, some seven miles northwest of Hue . 
A barrage of artillery ro unds hit in the vici:.tl.ty of the vehicle and one was a 
direct hit on the vehicle's trailer. The trailer contained several twenty-five 
gallon containers of clorine, a ten kilo-,.ratt eenerator; several five gallon C$1S 
of gasoline and several other containers filled with. chemicals. \1ben the call 
was receiv~d, a request was made for a fire fighting vehicle . -Hot having such 
a vehicle, l~jor Jack O. Johnson, Captain Jolm \·i . Schaibly, Specialist Fifth 
g_lass Jolm ~·[ . ¥.i.ann and Specialist Fourth Class Neal R. Haber voluntarily re­
s l::onded to the emergency call by e athering the comrany's portable aircraft fire 
fiehting equipment and attaching it to two jeeps. ~·iith the equipment attached, 

· specialist Haber and the others proceeded to the scene of the fire. Arriving 
at the burning vehicle, Specialist Haber went into action, unhooked the fire 
fighting equipnent and proceeded to attack the blaze. Ey this time, the fire 
was completely out of control and threa.tenine to start the purification vehicle 
afire . The clorine was burnine: and emitting deadly fumes and the gasoline c ans 
were in danger of e,~plodine at any r10ment. Specialist Haber, disregarding the 
r:ersona.l danc:er involved, moved extremel~~ close to the burning trailer and 
attempted to smother the blaze . He spent many long minutes com·)letely engulfed 
within the "billowing smoke and :90isonous fumes created by the chemical f ire. 
The fire fighting equi:µnent ex:pended its contents but t-he fire , although greatly . . 

1

1 

stifled, was not yet extinguished . A water pump was started in an attempt to 
l)Ut out the fire, using water . After thirty minutes the fire finally died out 
but the danger of the clorine emitting . poisonous gas still remained. 'fater was 
sprayed on the clorine until it was completely diluted and rendered hannless . 
Specialist Haber 's quick thinking and lil'lhesitating reactions were undoubtedly 
responsible for saving the water purification vehicle. The clorine fumes might 
have proved deadly to the Vietnallese personnel in the SUITo.unding area, but 
this threat never materialized beca~se of Specialist Haber's quick thinking. 
The couraee and complete disregard for personal safety displayed by Specialist 
Haber reflects great credit upon himself, his unit, and the United States A:rmy. 

I 19. INCLOSUHES: 20. nmIVIDU,~L n .rrr.·.TING nECO"t-:f'.END,".TIOi'l: 

Proposed Citation 
Statement 

:t>J,U.JE, GIV.DE & POSITION i, SIGN;~TU11E & Di~TE 

JACK o. JOnr SON 
Kajor, Artillery 
Commanding 14 May 1968 

HZCOMHENDED '-~=j_ ~'\PPHOVAL \. .. . 1 DIS;\PPHOV.i.L ~-· -· ·-·· al'HER 

i NAME, GH.AfJE &
0 

Po.5ITION': 
1 SIGN.~TURE i>l'JD DATE: 

I 
i 

'· 




