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AWA.RT) OF' ""1-f"; DBTHV',HIST.Jli~D FLYn.rr. CROSS 

1. 'l'C 32_9·-_ -~he following AWA Rn is announced. 
o_ • ,.> • • "'\ 

3 March 1969 

·r.RA_y, LA1.RY A US54812159 '3F.RGEA~IT Company B lOlst Aviation 
· ---Bat.t.al.4.>:n.. ~:__Q.,_$8.n - FranciSco 963133 

Awarded: The Distinguished Flying Cross 
Effective mnnth: March 1969 
')ate action: 20 March 19M 
?heater: ~epublic of Vietnam 
:tea.son: i:;'or heroism while participating in aerial flir;ht evi<~f-meed b~· 

voluntary action auovt-! .. n~ beyond the call o f duty in the Republic 
of Vietnam on 20 March 1968. Sergeant Gray dist inr.:11..i S~<t-!d himself 
while servinr, with t.he 18Sth Assault Helicoot,er Company in support 
of the 2d Batta.lion, 50lst Infantr;,r . r.ompany C was on a reconnai~­
sance in force operation near the village of Thon Than ~ 7rang, 
Republic of Viet!'larrt, w'1e n its lead elements were sub ,focted to 
intense enemy automatic weapons fire. As the company continued 
its advanca .3.c r.oss a series of open rice pa<ltlies toward the village, 
two men were critically wound e<! and an irrmediate reauest ·.-ra s m~_de 

f ~r a medical evacuatio~ helicopter • . C\ergeant Gray was actin~ as 
a door gunner on a res-c.r ply helicopter '-"h en the ur7•:mt, a.r r-eal from 
Ccrnoan·r C was monitored. He had 1ust finisl;ee unloadin p- surnlies 
far · C~nany B, wl-iich wa s also i!"I ~::>:it.;;.::t on the o:--oos i t e sic~ of 
thE: villa~. As the craft became airborne, it was er:~ e:P.d b·· a 
heavy concent"!'a t.i_u11 or 2:-ie!ny fire. Ser;;eant G-ray, employing his 
machine gun, returned fire as the helico~ter circled the viJlage 
and be ::-·n its a !'.'proach to Comnany C. ..ith the enellr'! maintaining 
a constant base of ~ire, t he heliconter l ;> ncled be s ide t )1e ~ i_ rst 
in jured ~n . l'.luickly loaC.in~ t he man a.boa rd, Sergeant Gray 
again beo;an firing, d:-ivin g the enemy back a s t.he aircraf t raced 
at lo'I<• altit •tc.e .;.cross the ri ce pacey to the seconc! i njureC. m1:in. 
Because o~ his helicopter's vulnAri:ibiJity at the time, acc11:rat.e 
and sustained firepower was extremely important . "3t::1· ,r.eant r. rav 
helped loan t.h i-' sµ,c ·.ncl \"lounded nar. aboard .-i nd once 3gain employed 
his nachine gun t c provide supnressive fi re as the helicopte r 
evacu;,.t.,, •1 ~.:.e men from the a rea . )e ·,· .;i:e<.nt -~ray's personal bra.very 
and devotion to duty were in k t:o eping wit h the highest tradit i_ons 
of the mi l itary se r"rice _-;, nc! reflect great credit upon hi.'":ise lf, his 
unit, and the Unit.eel Stat es Army. 

Aut11orH.y: l3:r di rection of t he President :Jf the Uni t ed States uncer t he 
provisions of the Act of Congress, a. pp"!"overl 2 <rul7 1°:?.6. 
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