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1st Strike Troopers, PFs Trap VC 
LZ SALLY - With precision 

timing so vital that a live-min­
ute delay would have meant sure 
failure, 2nd Brigade air cavalry­
men and Popular Forces (PF) 
soldiers of Quang Dien District 
overran a Viet Cong stronghold 
recently north of Hue. 

The lightning maneuver net­
ted 13 Viet Cong dead by body 
count. three detainees and a 
variety-. of captured weapons. 

There were no friendly casual­
ties. 

The starlled Viet Cong were 
still eating breakfast when the 
first Huey-load or PFs swooped 
in al grass-lop level. One insur­
gent dropped his rice and 
reached £or his ri£le, but the 
PF's shot him from the still-hov­
ering helicopter. 

F·leeing their lillle hamlet, six 
Viet Cong ran straight into three 

platoons 0£ Co. B;.ls~ ·Bn., 502nd 
In£. The harried enemy soldiers 
were easy targets for the air 
cavalrymen, who were arranged 
in three blocking positions out­
side the enemy stronghold. 

"First Strike" Battalion op­
erations officer, Maj. Sid Shach­
now, Salem, Mass.; "fathered" 
the "Hammer and .Anvil" joint 
operation. Co. B pl~yed the an­
vil, speed-marching 3,000 meters 

C,\UTIOUS i\UVANCE-Si:t. Johnny W. Seals, lllr111l111~ha111, Ala., of the tllvlsion's C Co., 2nd lln .. 
!i02n1l Inf. ;11h·anccs ca11tl1111sly along a road near line during 011cralion Nevada Ea~h-. 
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in :10 minutes to block possible 
rear exits. 

The hammer was three pla­
toons of PFs shuttled in on the 
"First Strike" resupply helicop­
ter from Quang Dien district 
headquarters only a mile away . 

"Speed-marching," explained 
Shachnow, "is when you leave 
behind everything but your 
weapon, water and ammunilio • 
and go like hell." 

D cc a u s e the Screaming 
Eagles and the PFs arrived 
simultaneously, and from di£fer­
enl directions, the Viel Cong 
were inunediatPly trapp1·cl in the 
three tiny hamlet clusters on 
the northern £ork or the Song 
Bo river . 

"1£ either group had been just 
a £cw rni1111tl's -lat<\ th1• Vil'! 
Cong would have escaped," said 
Capt. Robert Selzer, leader o[ 

the MACV advisory team at 
Quang Dien. Selzer helped co­
ordinate the operation with the 
PFs. 

The hclicoplcr, a "Black Wid­
ow" of the division's 188lh As· 
sault Helicopter Co., p4lled 
triple duty as a taxi, command 
nd cOR&rol ship, and later a 

gunship. The aircraft crew 
caught three Viel Cong trying lo 
escape across a rice paddy. Af­
ter giving the trio -a chance to 
surrender, the Huey's door gu 
ners were forced to kill Hie flee­
ing insurgents. 

The J\ lli<·s le<i med of I he ene­
my presence from six former 
Viet Cong, who had surrendered 
to lhc PF's the previous night. 
Tlw ex -terrorists vohmll!<!red to 
lt!acl the l'Fs against their for­
mer comrades. 

2nd Brigade Dentist 
Aids Local Educato.r 

· LZ·-SALLY··- ·"Wc· must · hnve · JJaln from . ·a . oad .. ioolh h~d 
done ·a good jolJ because a few driven her to distraction, mak-
days later she came back with ing her unable to teach. 
a friend," said Spec. 5 William "I could tell she was ncrv-
llumshock, Greenville, Fla., of I 
lhc division's 326th Medical Dn. ous," Rums iock said . "We must 
here recently . have seemed strange and fright· 

rtumshock was talking about ening to her with all our equip-
Sisler Mary from the nearby . ment and curious faces poking 
Catholic Church al PK-17, an out or every corner." 
AHVN compound . Dul Sister Mary's painful 

"About a week earlier the loolh was soon removed and the 
shier had come in escorted by change In her w~s lnstnnla·neous. 
a military policeman," said She bubbled over with gratitude 
Ca.pt. .John Carpenter, Helena, and extended a "thank-you" to 
Monl., 2nd Brigade dentist. "A everyone she saw. 
uote she cunled wr!llCJLllir....ihA -·- -·Monn:nt11..,'lfn.<rSl1cWas aguln 
pnrlsh prlest ·rxpl:'lltH'll hl'I' prolJ- S('1tled Ill lho bnck or the mlll-
l1·1n ." lnry police jeep, lhls lime wuv-

Sistt·r Mary was an !!lemcn· i11g hnpplly . School ol PK-17 rc-
tary grade school tea cher and opened the next day. 
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