
lick, 

e•Pallon, Illinois 2,, 
22 Kay 1CJ,' 

I sure was 1la• to 1et your letter an• the picturee. Quite trankly-, I 

ha• -tea 1reat extent- forgotten what ilaeciately- •eyon• the crc,nt 1ate et 

Culp ~anier looke• like, •ut I ae reaealter that •eyonc what you see in the 

picture there was a ltaml in the roa•o At or near the •en• was a grave site 

with a lar1e crese. ~oin1 past that, amt hea•inc for the •ricce over the 

Saigen River, there was a ltrick factory en the left siae ot the rea• -~u•t 

ltefere you 1et to the ltriace. After creasing the ltriqe, the rea• went throu&h 

a wi•e o,en area until it reache• a rultlter !erest. I WGul• know that place 

again te this aa7 it I were there, an• I sure•• want to eee it again e011eaa,. 

You sq you've heari that the coaauniete have ltuilt a 4aa across the 

Saiaon liver an• fiee•e• the area that use4 to •e our •ase caa,. Well tell 

ae this: l}e you really think they woul• wiJte out s•ethin,; that woula •e a 

seurce et revenue fer thea? These ru•lter trees yiel41.ea soaethin& te 'Itri. 

in J10nq, an41. our •ase cup was within that rualter forest. I 4on•t 4oultt 

that they ltuilt a aaa soaewhere there, fer there is a resort area there newo 

I really wentier 1! they neoae41. all of the rultlter trees thou&h. 

I aa going to uee the ltest recollections that ,q aeiaory will pre4uce an• 

I aa coing to araw a sketch aap et what I reaealter et Dau TienJ -the 2/12 

area, the 1aath area, the aotor pool, PX, awiJulin& pool, the li•rary aml all 

elee that ,q aeaory will 7ielt1. Then I will semi it to you. I'c really like 

te know hew your aeaory coinciaee With aine$ 
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Ho, I aon't have a ,hoto facinc that si1n at the cate, aut I WISH I 

I reaeuer what the eicn sai• thoucho After all, I valkea •Y it a nllllaer 

of tiaee! 

I know all too well what you aeant aaout the "tour toraer flyaoys" an• 

"•l• tiaes" an• iSPECIALLI net enouch tiae to cever 2• :,ears. I knelt that 

all too well! lack in 1,,2 we ha• a reunion er 1-2/ 12 in St. Louis (near 

where I live). St~ely, I •iin't knew •st et t~e eu7s there; they were 

aostly ones who ha• cone over there with the unit in 1,,,. lut there were 

enouch •~ thea that I •i• knew an• we ha• soae 100• tiaes coin& over a lot 

! aeaories. 

An interestinc ,arallelt I have aore contacts toiq with the eu7e I 

serve4i with at lau Tien1 than at Cu Chi. Net that it really aatters I cuess, 

aut Dau Tien& ha• a "S11&ll ceuntry tewn'-' atllesphere to it. I aelieve the 

CUY'S in units there were eloser to1ether. Cu Chi was aere like •life ia the 

•11 city.•1 You were •re ~on your own• there. lven so, I ean still relate 

to what 7ou sai• aaout, "••••xten• for soae ,1ace like lien Hoa er TUJl& Tau 

or soaething like that.• 

It aatle •• feel a let •etter a•out it when you sai• that I tleservei the 

n. I like to think that I aia, aut I've also felt that I was only •oina : 

-., ~o•. I know that 7ou l'UY'" in the 1ttth •1• thincs like that aany- tiaes 

an4 with no rewara. 

Just as a cens~uence, I've often wenaere• it a neniivisional unit -such 

as one of the 1st AYiation Irie•••- was aetter than a tivision aviation unit. 

I really •on't knew as to ea:, it was •etter, aut there were iifferences. The 

1st Aviation lricaae cave aviation a ce11Urui or its ewn. IJa a aeniivieional 
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unit 7eu cenerally haa •re free4oa et actieno In a tlirlsien there were •r• 
i4iesyncraeies, ltut I ltelieve yeu 1enerally c•t aore aud.nistrative an4 

lecistical sup,ert. As an exaa,le, when the new hangar was ltuilt at Cu Chi 

we c•t it; the 11,th •ve4 into eur ol4 tent hancar an4 sa~lta1 "•ear pit. 9 

Jy the way, after I was in the Little Bears, I ha• a chance te 10 te the 

u,th. If 1 14 ha4 •re tille in country te ••, I woultl have taken it. It 

woul4 have lteen aetter. At least I think se. Weula yeu acree? 

s,eakinr; er a sorry awartls systea (which is a .. rale areaker in itself), 

when I was in 1-2112 we c•t into a real •a• t'ireti1ht ene tiae. It was en 

Septeaaer 11, 1,,1 as our ct lea us ri1ht into an L sha,ea aaltusllo h•••1 
ever cot anythin& for it. The ltattalion Cellll&mi.er (LTO lreer) 1•t relieveio 

The c~an1 co1111aruler woul• have lteen relieve, too, ltut he cot woun4etl an• 

never eaae aaek. At that tiae, I ha4 -ceneurrently- the worst ceapany 

c .... n,er aM the werst ltattalion coaan41er I ever ha• in -ay entire lite!' 

The7 ltoth were serry, an• I aean super serry! ! Perhaps as part et the 

ltattalion ee-an4ler ltein1 relieve4, all awaras rec ... enaations were trash••• 

Ir so, then I cot serewe4 out et a lrenae Star that I was put in rero 

I know what a ION awar4s section can••• I ran thea ayselto In a4aitiell 

t~ aviation, I alee werketl atlainistratien as a secon4ary MIS in later yearso 

Well, I'• ltetter hurry up anti concluae this letter it I'• 1oinr; te 1et it 

in to•ay's -11. Ince acain, it sure was 1004 te hear fr• yeu. I'll get 

that sketch up •one soon an• en its way te 7euo 

Clear richt, 




