
Jryon Long~ro of Sacramento, Calif., a grenadier for the 2d Bn, 
ard but misses his objective by scant inches and lifts himself out of 

•, . ' - .. -~~~:;ra1n1ntman 
ti )fhiAihhush 

Plt of Hastings, El Pa1io, Tex., said, 
1, 27th · ."I had .positioned myself in a 
n,. am- canal drainage ditch s.o I could 
t point see both up' and down the canal 
wingly •. and·; a nearby trail. We thought 
·early both' were likely_ avenues of ap-

proach." ,.. ~-
l : thefr ·"A little aft~r midnight I saw 

•' Mon movement to my front. From 
what I could see it appeared to 

(Continued 01) Back Page) 

(Photo By SP4 Larry Weist) 

The end of an era! 
July will see the last 

c.opy of the 25th Inf Div 
magazine, Lightning 25, 
distributed to division 
personnel. ·. 

A new magazine, pub­
lished quarterly, with a 
larger format and full 
color photography is un­
d·er way. 

"Thunder, the Voice of 
Tropic Lightning" will 
be seen for the first time 
in September. 

Don't miss it! 

riple Deuce 
C 

Double Dealsi 
To Whip :ye 

CU CHI-Soldiers of the 2d Bn (Mech), 22d Inf . 
along with ARVN Rangers and reinforced by elements 
of the 3d Sqdn, 4th Cav and 3d Bde, 101st Airborne Div, 
accounted for 45 enemy dead in two separate engage­
ments near Trang Bang. 

The first encounter occurred 48 kms northwest of 
Saigon during a reconnaissance-in-force sweep involving 
B Co of the Triple Deuce and A Co of the ARVN · 34th 
Ranger Bn. · 

The combined force made guns, and small arms fire." 
contact ·in a densely wooded Waitt continued, "Because 
area about 8 kms north of Trang 'Charlie' was in such well-forti­
Bang. They received heavy fied positions and had very good 
RPG, machine gun and small fields of fire, I pulled my forces 
arms fire from well-fortified back and pounded the area with . 
positions, occupied by an estim- artillery, gunships, and air 
ated 150-200 North Vietnamese strikes." 
Army Regulars. After a heavy exchange of 

An hour earlier, the Allied fire for 20 minutes, the Allied 
force had received a few rounds force was reinforced by . the 
of sniper fire with no friendly Triple Deuce's Alpha Co and C 
casualties sustained. As the Trp of the 3d Sqdn, and sporadic 
force approached the heavily fire continued until 6: 55 p.m. 
vegetated area about noon, Artillery fire continued to pound 
Captain Malcom G. Waitt, CO the area into the night. 
of B Co, from Erie, Pa., deployed A sweep of the battle area the 
his armored personnel carriers following morning revealed 21 
on line. The ARVN Rangers enemy bodies and several items 
walked between and to the front of North Vietnamese equipment 
of the vehicles. and ammunition. 

According to Waitt, " Every- Two days later and 15 kins 
thing was · quiet until we got northwest of the first encounter, 
about 300 meters into the tree- A Co, 2d Bn (Mech), 22d Inf, 
line. Then they opened up with came under heavy attack from 
everything they had, to include two Viet Cong platoons. The en-
RPG 's, .51 caliber machine (Continued On Back Page) 
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, The history J>f the 2d Bn, 34th 
Armor. Regt is the story of 
valiant men performing valiant 
deeds, from the beaches of Nor­
mandy to the streets of Berlin, to 
the rice paddies of Vietnam. 

The 34th Armor was activated 
on October 1, 1941 at Fort Knox, 
Ky. After extensive training in 
Kentucky, California and New 
York, the regiment moved over­
seas to the Wiltshire area in 
England where it continued pre­
~r.;itions for 'D' Day and the 
landing on the French coast as 
part of General Patton's 3d 
Army. 

21, 1966, the 2d Bn, 34th Armor 
was called upon and deployed 
for combat in the Republic of 
Vietnam. The battalion reached 
Vietnam in September of 1966. 

Once aground, the battalion 
was split, A Trp attached to the 
25th Inf Div at Cu Chi and B 
Trp attached to the 1st Inf Div 
at Phu Loi. The· battalion, with 
its remaining two troops moved 
to a permanent base camp at 
Long Binh. . 

In October, 1966, the battalion 
moved out on its first operation. 
Operation Shenandoah had be­
gun and the battalion's name 
first appeared in the speech of 

. -~--·•: .. 
the units it supported. Other • 
operations came along, Attle­
boro, · Lancaster, Cedar · Falls, 
Ala Monana and Junction City. 

From Operation Junction City 
came one of the most famous 
battles of the Vietnam war, the 
battle of Soui Tre, later called 
the battle of LZ Gold. For its 
part, the 2d Bn, 34th Armor was 
recommended for the Presi­
dential Unit Citation. 

Since then, through operations 
Yellowstone, Saratoga, Resolved 
to Win and Certain Victory, and 
recently, Quyet Thang and Toan 
Thang have seen the fighting 
spirit of the 2d Bn, 34th Armor. 

Wolfhounds Return 
. . ~ . 

After 73 Hird Days 

Spearheading the 5th Armor 
Div throughout the drive across 
Europe the 34th Armor added 
Normandy, Belgium, Luxem­
bourg, Faleise, The 'Siegfried _ 
Line, Hurtgin Forest and Roer 
River to Its battle history. On 
September 11, 1944 the 2nd Bn, 
34th Armor was the first unit 
to dispat~h word to higher head­
quarters that America!) soldiers 
were fighting on German soil. 

I th . th 
2
d 2D BDE - After 73 days on 88 rifles, carbines and pistols, 

n ese campaigns e b t ti th 1 t B 
~n, 34th A1:'fflor was ' awarded ~fu I~f ;:~o~~~s re~ur~ed f~ 84 rockets and mortars and 
fiv~ ca~paign streamers for Cu Chi for four days of rest and numero~s enemy docu~ents 
actions m N~rmandy, Northern a change of command ceremony. along with one 75mm recoilless 
France, Rhmeland, Ardennes- . . . rifle and 132 grenades. • -. · 
Allsace and Central Europe.- In Dunng their extensive combat 
addition, the battalion was activities the "First of the Wolf- Commanded by Lieutenant 
awarded two decorations· Dis- hounds" were credited with Colonel Ernest F . Condina the 
tin~uished Unit ~itation,' Em- killing 230 enemy. They tal~ed · Wolfhounas operated i~ the 
broidered Ro~r River Dam and some 40,000 pounds of nee Saigon-Hoc Mon area since last 
streamer, Croix De Guerre, Em- captured and destroyed ~77 leaving Cu Chi on March 28. 
broidered Luxembourg. enemy bunkers. Also during : '. . . - _ . . . • 

Recalled to battle on August their •Operations they captured · ,. Condina praised his . men say­
--- ----------- - · ____ _______ mg,.they performed ' '.m an out­

' - standing professional 7Danner'' . 
• i during th_e~ 2.½,,months of- long, 
! hard.fighting: ···-.... · .. ~..,.-··--,· 
, :••;WJjiI~. at~ Cu .Chi:: thi · )foff. 
~ houhds·J 1eld a ·change.'-:oI c·om­

niand .. ceremony ~'duriri'g ·'which" 
· Lieutenant Colonel ..Stanford M. 

Touchstone received the colors 

,. 
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Sure machines'll replace me ••. 
After they work us to death! 

Buy Bonds lriple 2 ... ,- (Continue!) From Page 1) 
emy hurled small arms, auto­
matic weapons, and .RPG fire at 
the infantrymen who countered 
with all organic firepower call- . 
ing in gunships, artillery and 
tactical .fighters. -./·;, _ , 

· • .after the initial 
leaving 2 

o_,f th~ Wolf~oun~ battalion from'. ·., -~❖:-
~on~ .,,..,,.,,:,_.:,:•,-, .,.-=.,....•""'""""C:·.,·•~.~--:• • -.• 
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