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MEDAL 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1A 

leaning against a rubber tree 
with its engine still racing 
but its rotor blades shorn. 
The kerosene smell of avia­
tion fuel was everywhere, 
and Johnson knew the 
wreckage was going to ex­
plode. But he climbed inside 
anyway and began pulling 
the stunned four-man crew 
to safefy. Almost immedi~te­
ly, he felt someone beside 
him, also yanking out the 
victims. He looked over and 
was startled to see Parker . 
. Working together, they 

got everyone out, even the . 
co-pilot, who was pinned . 
hard against the \lash and 

- had a shattered leg. Some- , · 
one said maybe there was a 
fifth person inside. They 
went back in but couldn't 
find anyone. The wreckage 
had started to smolder. Just 
as the two men stepped · 
clear, it exploded. 

A battalion commander • 
. made sure Johnson won a 

medal for his heroism that 
night. After _Johnson's tour 
of duty ended a few months 
later, he lost track of Parker. • 

Then, a couple years . ag<;> 
at a unit reunion in Washing- . 
ton, D.C., Johnson met Park­
er again .and was surprised 
to find out the doctor's valor 

: had gone unrewarded. · · 

IF YOU GO 
The ceremony at the N.C. Mu­

seum of History on Edenton 
Street in Raleigh begins at 2 p.m. 
today. It will be held in the Call to 
Arms Room in front of the Viet­
nam War display. 

gress, so Johnson contacted 
Miller 's office. A staffer 
there, he said, was tireless in 
following the request and 
making sure it didn't get 
hung up in the Pentagon bu­
reaucracy. 

Watching for stress 

When Parker first joined 
the unit, guitar strapped_ to 
his back, Johnson figured he 
had a California hippie who 
wasn't going to be much of a 
soldier. Instead, he said, 
Parker proved him wrong, 
going out on missions to bet­
ter understand the, psycho­
logical stress and recom­
mending which members of 
the crew needed rest for 
awhile. 

Parker would socialize 
with the men, drinking and 
playing songs, all while care- · 
fully watching to see who 
had signs of too much stress. 

On big missions where the 
unit set up forward staging 
areas in dangerous spots, 

. Johnson said, Parker could 
have stayed at the main base. 
But he a1niost always came , 

· out t-0 the staging zone so he 
could be close if there were 
casualties. 

A humble man 

Parker, a jovial man, lives 
with his wife, Trish; in an 
older neighborho~d off 
Wade Avenue, where he re- · 
stores old cars and does dec­
orative metal work 

He ·said he is humbled by 
· the honor and Johnson's re­
lentless efforts . 
. And he is surprised at all · 

the hoopla. 
"l thought they'd just send 

me a nice medal in a box and 
that would be the end'of it," 
he said. · 

A couple years ago, John­
son said, he called Parker to 
say that he wanted to start 
pushing for Parker's medal. 

"He said something like 
'Oh, why do that?' " Johnson 
remembered. "I said, 'Be­
cause you deserve it.' " 


