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Op.,ration MANHAr.'AH was north of the Iron Triangle betvaen Dsu Tieng 
(I'i¼9t.~ ) anct Ben Sue (~. Operation MANHATTAN was planned ae a 
c0wplement&ry operation to CEDAR FALLS (Jan 67 - Iron iriangle), since 
inteliigence indicated extensive VC activity in the area aft.er friendly 
forc~s departed the CEDAR FALLS operational area. Headquarters ~..i.lite.ry 
Region IV, the control HQ for VC activities in and around Saigon, and 2d 
Gp, 83d Rear Services 1,-ere active in the a.-ea. The 1111.eeion vas to l.oc!ite 
and deatroy ele~ents of the headquarters of Military Re~ion IV, GP 83, 
COSVN Rear Services, local unite and the VC infrastructure. Prior to th.;, 
in~ iation of the operation, intelligence collection increased, resultinr 
in .J>robable location of the Heaaquarte~e of Military Region IV. !ft--t-he 
vl:e4.nU¥ heunded 917 eeePdii:iatu XT65JS, XTli536, T.T~,, H6634, and 
~ . One hundred seventy-nine suspected military in■tall.&ti~ns 
consisting of base camps and supply cnchea were located or identified. 
As was d6monstrated d'ari.ng Operation CEDAR FALLS and on all previous 
operations in the vicinity, the maJor enemy resistance•• erpecte~ to 
l-.,e extensive use o! mines, booby traps and snipere t.hrou~hout Ue !\rea; 
also, heavily fortified base camps and supply areas "1th com,lete tunnel 
and bunker system defended intensely by small group■ or VC. Deception 
operations were c~nducted by all 111&Jor subordinat~ ~its involved to 
deny the VC forewarning or the operation . This was ac~omoliehed bv strict 
control o! reconnaissance, B-52 strikes and. the pre-positioning of artillery 
and forward supply ba~es pri~r to the c-onctuct of operations. 

1' 
~ - '/ital infornation was ~ainsd dul'"ing the operation 

in the form of captt:..·sd documents r.ne interrogations ct P.Jtl and r.1lliers. 
In aeveral instan¢es , this infcr!Mt:!. -:n led to locations o!f st pply caches 
ane1 posaible headGuarters installations . An e>..amplo of thh waa 2 large 
weapons caches cont&ining 369 1ndindual -weapo~s . 3,500 lllOrta.r ro-Jnda, an~ 
310,000 emall a~M3 ro~nds 1 located by th6 iat Div througr. inforMtion 
given by a Hci (.;hant1. ,t' 

< - - . 1", 
-. _ _ 1 :--- ~ .ihe modt i..mportant ett,ect of Operation 

MANHA'ITAN w:ie th"~ e1e3~ nf L.>r,e of t.he largest cor.centrated \'C supply 
complexes looated in the IIl CTZ. The destruc-tion whic~, ne initiated 
during Operation CEDAR FALLS Wlll! cont.i:-,ued dur:1.ng Operation M/\NHATTAN. 
Together, the operatione inci~ded both 3>des of the Saigon River from 
the southern portion of t.ne Iron Tri&nfl~ ~'P'l'5211 north to Dau Tieng. 
The assault on 1'.ilitary Region IV St'?.nqu.,.,-ters predu:ed valusJ,.l.e i"'.'lfonn.,tion 
fr~ cap~ured documents , filJ §,nd H.:-1 C: t,;?J1hSccnc.earning VC fut'.lre inteut.icns, 
plans >1nd cperations in t.ile' -Sa.!.f.:>n .,re11. . '!'he; destruct.10,1 or Gp g3 in­
stallations, l:>asee an~ e;.1ppl!.e!I ~ reQuirt:l t~e VC to dhe-rt ~r.npc..-er 
reeourcc~ fr-:>m col'lbr..t. c.per-Atir,r,a in order t-, reconstitute lo1isticel "b-asee . 
l>oc 1.1111ent3 c.a.,tureo indicate a. r.~ .. 'IC p.:>U.cy concerning di,:,ereion of 

ppile5 J.n .;:1 att.e14pt to el1rd.nate larr~ lo~ses in .the future. Thia 

change in VC logistical storage "111 increase their m&npower roquiremente. 
The realization that previously safe base areas are vulnerable to Allied 
forces will adversely &!feet. VC morale . V~ lossee as a neult or thi■ 
operation will possibly rfleult in a curtai1'11ent of euoport by the local 
populac.e. · i'nemy losses _ - , y · for Operation MANHATI1l-N ~ 
-:.~ . -

34.5 detainee.a . 

' 1~1 vc· KIA (OC), 25 -PW; 2g raUiere, 
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th. IJ~., ~ multidivision search and deet?'OT opera­

tion initia~ea by II FFORCEV in Binh Duong and Tay Ninh Provinces on 23 
April · _ , The area or operations included the 
Boi Loi Woorte Uld the area east of the Saigon RiYer between Dau Tieng and 
Ben Sue . The operation started With a coordinated airaobile and ground as­
eault by the ht and 25th Infantry Divisions. The 1st Dinsion attacked with 
its Jd Brigade and the 11th Armored Cav.11.ry Regiaent wt,ich was under 
operational c.ontrol of the division . The 25th Infantry Division task organ­
ization consisted of its 1st and 2d Brigades and Jd Brigade, 4th Infantry 
Division attached . Tne US forees were supported by tbe 34th ARVH Ranger 
Battalion and the 3oth River Assault Group (RAG) (VNN). The 25th Infan-
try Division attae:ked from the west into the Boi Loi Woods toward the 
western approache3 to th~ Sa.igon River . Concurrently, the tat Infantry 
Division attack~d frcm the east toward the easte:m approaches ot the 
river . During the foll owing days, both units couducted numerous search 
and destroy opera ti ens . Contacts with the Viet Cong were sporadic and 
usually involved only amall groups of the enemy. As expected, the enea;y 
mad~ extensive use of mines and booby traps, causing seYeral friendly 
casualties . Both divisions searched meticulously, uncOYering increasingl7 
largo amounts of supplies . During one o! these search operations the 
2d Battalion, 18th Infantry discovered the largest weapons cache found 

in III CTZ to date . Located inside n concrete lined warehouse, guarded by 
a double ring of claj'lllore mines , the unit found 369 individual weapons, 
3,500 rounds or 60mm mortar anmunition an:!. over J00,000 rounds of small 
arms anmunition . Numerous bunkers and tunnels were located and destro79d; 
some of them exceptionally well constructed with 16 inch reinforced con­
crete walls and roofs supported by steel beams . The II FFORCEV units 
continued their drive toward the Saigon River locating and destroying 
small groups of the enemy. The 25th Infantry Division pushed steadily 
toward the northeast bank of the Saigon River while the 1st Infantry Divi­
sion and the 11th Armored Cavalry Regiment . closed in from the opposite 
side in an effort to mke the Viet Cong stand and fight. In the third 
week of MANH!Tl'AN, elements or tt.e 25th Infantry Division boarded the boats 
of the Joth RAG (VNN) and ccnducted sweeps up and down the S&igon River 
as the enemy waa forced towards its banks by the pincer movements of the 
two divisions. The river was a prime enemy supply route through the Boi 
Loi and Ho Bo Woods into Saigon. The RAG ferce landed and conducted 
thorough searches of those areas that had signs of Viet Cong activity. 
Equipped with weapons that ranged from .JO caliber machineguns to 40mm 
cannon, the RAG boats proved to be effective for this type of operation . 
As the operation progressed, the number of participating units was re-
duced gradually until on 12 May control of MANHATTAN was passed to the 
25th Infantry Division. Engineer elements continued extensive land clear­
ing projects and the destruction of hundreds of bunkers, tunnels and Viet 
Cong installations that had been located . In essence, MANHATTAN became 
a security operation for the engineer projects being conducted. This 
operation terminated on 7 June . 
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The 25th InfMtry 
Division as a part of IIFFORCEV oognn Operdion 1:;J-51;..1-rJ.tl on 23 
April with the objective of destroying VC forcc!l v.ni install ,tion:; in 
the HO 00 - 001 LOI - BFJJ C'JI areas nnd along the ShlGOi·i hl vcr in con­
junction wi. th other IIFFORCEV units. After IIFFORCEV conclutiw +lie 
o!Jcr:ition on 11 Hay, the 25th Infantry Di vi:;ion conti:1ue:d Opcr<'-tion 
}11.!'JL ITAN as a di vL,ion operation ,mtil 07 June 1967, ~loying the 
1st :i.rrl 2nd Orii;adcs, 25th Infantry Division am .3rd 13rig:-,.de, l,.th In­
f,'.1ntry Division. S<.!arch nnd destroy oper:itions co=encro in ... pril 
continued. On 9 lhy, 2nd Brigndc, 25th Ir.fantry Division canr,lc.:tcrl 
its p:irticip:ition in Ope~ ..,_tion l·L',NH:.TIJ,~J <'.rd returnf..rl +,o CU Cr.I ~,:;;c 
C.1.:!p in prer,ar:ition for the forthoorninc Oper:ition 1:oLDWLZ. fB;;'" 18 
!-'..'.l.y, 3rd Brigade, 4th Infantry Di. vi::iion cor.iplctcd its po.rti cip ution 
in O;:,e.ration M.id·n--1:Sr;,;J :ind rct.u1·nc:rl to the D:,u Titi-lG 13.:1:::. c Ca::,p fo 
prc p:c.ration for the fo rthcoming Opcratioro iuU:L'.. .:i nd Dln:•.O!:J ~;.-:.·.n. 
Fi.:-st Brigade, 25th Infantry Di vision continued opcr.'.ltior.s 2.J'1d. pro ­
vid-:rl necessary security for e.x.tcnsive clearing opcr2tions oon:.iuctcrl 
by the 65th wgint::: c r futt.::.lion, 1-.hich employ.xi the m ;.,E PLO\·l, a r..od ­
ifioi l:-ulldozer with a sho.rpened blade used for clccrinr, densely 
vegetate:!. areas. In addition necesso.ry rocis were constructro in 
th-e ;,rca cf Operr.tions (,'.O). The cle().ring of th e vegetation :.:-: t r,c 
.\o cleprivc:rl the VC of the sanctu:iry they h!!d long cst:;.blis:-,..rl ;Lh:;:oug, ­
out the arc~, especially i:1 the HO B) 2.1:d BJI LOI l·bcds . SirMf l -:2.nt 
rc~'.llt::, of Opcr2.tion H..id,JH,TT;d•J were: 74 VC KI.\ ( i3C), 99 VS KLA (poss), 
3 HOI U!A!Ji o.rd 19 PW. f.'1c!\y weapons and r.:uni tions losses ,;e,:..): 201 
~1:1o.ll arms wcc1pons, 18 crew s ervcd weapons, 42 ;;.rtillery rounds of 
:).::-.7.unition , 671 r..ortar rounds of runm.unition, 211+ anti-ta.':k ,,.€2.pons rds 
of 2...:.1unition, 29.3 nines, 901 grenades and l:::oo':Jy traps, 4CC,54.3 r'.is of 
::;,':lall -'.UT.ls ammunition, 168 cluster oomb ur.it::,, J200 bl;;.sti:-,g ec.p3 , 2300 
feet of dctom.ting ..;ord, i6'80 lbs of Ti.:'l' ;;.n::i 2278 lbs of ·::Lie'-< ;:o...der, 
~~.my cquipDent losses: 34 :;,:.-;ip:ms , J..DO pou:1ds of clothir.g, L43 
r,o'.lnis of mcrlic?..l supplies , 25) tons of r: cc, 5. 5 tons of other food ­
~tuffs, .398 pourris of documents, 12,760 fe<::t of co::1r:mnicn.tion ;,.ire, '7 
r!!dios, ;O pounds of pur.ji stakes, 17 pourris of tools, one telephone, 
7 ,Jrotective masks, 2 plows, 108 bicycles, 1 oxc:irt, 6 eener-'.'!tors, 25 
62.ls of CS agent arrl 6 outoow.rd ::-,otors. Fnany facility los3es: 461 
structures, 1594 neters of ·tunncls, I 163 bunkers, 1;.21 fo;,j--.oles, 56.35 
::ieters of trenches, 7 bn.sc camps, 1 .radio !"epo.ir ship, 1 bicycle re­
p,ur shop c'.ni 2 hospitals. 
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