
Historical Surnr.1ary of The 3d Bde 25th Infantry Division for the periad 
1 January to Jl December 1968 . 

The Brigade bege n the c2lend 2r J ea r at Camp Rcinier loc ; ted adjacent to 
the village of Dau Tieng:, RVN. During the ye, r, the Brig2de participated in 
operation Toan Th2.n g Phase I and II. The beginning of the yec. r saw the Brigade 
oper2ting in the a r ea of the Boi Loi-Hobo Woods and the Trapezoid are2s. During 
the l att er pa rt of the first <"'U2 rter, operations wer e cent ered in the Hoc Lon 
area to counter VC/NVA. Forces in the "Rocket Belt 11 around Saigon. In October, 
the Brigade returned to Camp Rainier to r esume its res ponsibilities in the 
Tri Tam and Kh em Hanh Districts, Operc,tions dul"ing t he remainder of the year 
were concentrc ted in t he Cresent, Trc.pezoid, Ho Bo \lioods, Mushroom, and r:ichel 
Rubber Plantc:tion are~s-

The first tactic&l operation of th e year was Oper ation Yellowstone, con 
duct ed in the Suoi Cut area of war zone 11C 11 • The 3d Brig2de mission v:, s to 
destroy Viet Cong/NVJ, Forces end instc:llations, open lc,nd lines of communic 2tioL 
throughout this area. Operations in t he Brigc1de t actic&l 2.rea of responsibility 
were successful in esta blishing GVN i nfluence in 2n area which the enemy us ed 
as a sanctuary for r esupply, reeciuipping and staeing e.rea for operations, by 
interdicting enemy lines of comnunications and the destruction of his bese 
cJinp ir~tallations. 

The operation bega n on 8 December and t erminat ed on ?4 Februc.ry . Colonel 
Lee.rd R. Dc?mes comnanded the Brig2.d e in what was one of the most successful 
oper ations this Brigad e had experi enced . The net loss in enemy Personnel W? S · ­

approxirnately two ( 2) fully e0ui pped bc1ttalions. 

Simult <1neously with Oper ation Yellowstone, the Brigade engaged in 
Opere.tion Sar atoga, a three battalion operation to establish P, forward Brigade 
Command Post in t he Hoc Hon a r ea and to search out and d estroy VC/NVh Forces 
in that area . This ope r ation w s conducted from 4 Februa ry to 10 Ha.rch. During 
this period, OPCON Battalions of t his Brigc>.de inflicted severe losses upon 
the enemy in personnel and en'uiptment, and ~estroyed a large base camp a r ee.. 

During the period 11 lfarch through 7 April 1968, the Brigade conducted 
Oper2tion Quyet Thang in the Pineapple area and in Binh Trynh in conjunction 
with the 5th ARVN Di vision~ The purpose wc;s to locate and destroy enemy fqrc es 
and base camp areas. Friendly forces fained control of m2ny enemy rockets _th?.t 
could have been fir ed on the Saigon-Tan Son mmt area. In addition, the 
enEJ!ly lost c substantial amount of eauipment and personnel. 

On 7 June the Brigade becc:ille OPCOT\T to CMt.C for the defense of th e Saigon 
area . Thi3 was the beginning of Oper ation Teen Thf'ng ?hase II. The Brigade 
mission Wc:s to perfom search 2nd destroy, RIF and VCI missions in the "Rocket 
Belt 11 in t he Northwestern section of Saigon. 1\ t tr.is time, Colonel Lewis J. 
Ashley rssumed comnand of the Brigade. Th e Brigade remained OPCON to CEAC 
until 8 October 1968. During t h~s period, no formal oper2tions orders were 
issued by this Brigade. 

The Brigade r eturned to Canp Raini e r and to OPCON 25th Infantry Division 



on 8 October 1968. During the period 8-23 October the Brigade conducted VCI 
operations in the Go Dc:u Ra - Boa Don - Dau Tieng treas. Land clec1ring (Rome 
Plow) operations were continued alon? the ESR I s. RIF operetions were conducted 
in the areos of the 11 Big11 and 11 Li ttle 11 Rubber to loc?.te and .destroy enemy forces 
and provide security for YJSR 1s in the Brigade AO. 

On 23 October, the Brigade initiated Operation LOTA ( Liberation of Thanh 
An). This operetion \•ras directed towcrd the reestablishment of RVN control of 
the Thanh ~n area, thereby sepnrotigg this valuable ~ource of man-power end ma~ 
terial from the VC/NVA eleJJ1ents in the Trcpezoid. The operBtion w.:s an unr,uali­
fied success since it thoroughly disrupt (~d a major eneny base supply area. Rout 
14. was opened thereby expanding GVN influence and access to the Trapezoid area. 
hlso this operation has lessened the enemy's 2bility to support offensive opera­
tions in the Trang Bang Bai Loi areas. 

Operations during Novermbe r were concentr2ted in Hue Thiem, Khiem Hanh, :::-
Tri Tam Districts. These operations were directed tow2rd removing Viet Cong 
infrastructure, securing the MSR 1s and locating eneJI\Y b2se areas and the main 
infiltration and supply routes. Rome Plow land clearing onerc>tions were conducted 
along MSR (Hwy 19) to clear this j:oute end establish FSB 1·.'ood. The enemy gener2l­
ly attempted to avoid major confrontc:tions with friendly forces during this · 
month. However, during this period units of the Brigade inflicted substantial. 
personnel, equipment, and weapons loss es upon the enemy. 

During December the Brigade conducted offensive operations throughout its 
~rea of operation. At this time, Colonel Louis J. Schelter, Jr., assumed commarrl 
of the Brigade. Extensive Reconnaissance In Force (RIF) oper2.tions were con­
ducted in the Cresent - Ben Cui areas with the a~sist~nce of this Brig2de, 
an outpost we s established in Ben Cui Rubber Plantftion. VCI oper2tions were 
conducted in several of the villeges in this Brigade's AO. The 11Colors u-:i 11 pro­
gram was initiated in Tri Tam and Khan Hanh Districts, thereby facilit ating 
better VN control and pacification of these are2s. Operotion C8ravan was 
conducted during the period 23Y26 Decemher 1968. In this operation, GVN Forces 
in conjunction with forces of this Brigarie cordoned cind se, rched AP 6 Chc:,nh ( 1) 
for possible t actical contro.1 f.ccillti.osilin tho Hiehclin Rnbb'~r.iPli.nU.tion. , Th ese 

. forces rem.fined in t he area throughout the Christm;: s "Truce'' oeriod, to screen 
and register authorized rubber workers for the Michelin area. Even though th ere 
were no significant findings, this operation Wf s termed a success since this 
was the first significant presence of the GVt•I in ths 2rea for the past s everal 
years. J,11 the civilians were registered in the h ichelin Rubber ? lentrtion and 
a RF outpost w, s estcSblished fccilitc::ting t he permc>nent presence of GVN 2uthori~r 
in this area. 


