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Ai'() 96ll4 

l. lia!"erenco 1et.t.13r. your c.J'pniut.1on, :iubjl)ct ~;:; abo-ve. dated 6 ;--,q 
1/..>G. 

2. 1'be £olla~ tn.tonsat.i<nl i s 1'.rn:1.ahod in the foi,;:at p?$StJr1bed in 
~:ib Z ot tbt eited ft!'eN-me. f#lr t.1le YUlage ot r.t.lnh Thanh • 

a,. Uealth and Jcnitation, ;)inb. Thanh baG oT\it eentl'&Uy loc,Qted 
d.is~l'JNr)" ~ted in F~ 2 t.a.t" to the ~t,.u,y ~ho.ol -i'.ln,1 "''istr.t.ot 
Hcadi u~rt.e.ra. i'he di~pensal"7 t• !ld:ninUt.red ':7J' too :i1st1"i<rt !-~edie&l 
3-i-vioe (;hie!'. MJ". ,:mm Vu. r:.a. • is aaaisted by t,M n\iroe, one rR1rM's 
3. :-:;.;d . .st.ant .. cm utillt.:, helper ,and thl.-.1' Tht&ional f;:;;rees mod.iez. The 
~ding ha.:; re~ . oen whiwvaahad and pa.intA,d (.}n tho int.crlo.r. 

(l) 1hon· aN & tot.al o.t Oi~ beds in t.ha Di:lh Thanh di~ ~ f.:Jal.'yl 
~ pri!Vlrlly fer•~~ ~ t hen. the co.in !'\.i.mtuns 0! the cl.izpe-n­
s..1r1 ~ re to d.i.2pen.sa mediGine Q.ncl c, re tor ~n in childbirth. :niera.tore 
;..:a :.1enu ~i th Nntine ~nta •~ lS1:m~y ginn med1<:ine an:f relNMd.• a.nr.! 
no-ne aN b:,spit.allled. 'l'be he~tn reco.rda main.ta1.Md are mQOh like tt. 
;;i.ilit.4.ry z~teaai a reoord is ~t ot Yi:.; lts. Ul.nes :;.e a.., and. t.rea:t..imnt.3 1 ~~ 
t.he~-e are ret"on,ii:d to when a ~titmt Ntuma f\)r additional. tnat raent. 

(2) !~Cal W p~,l ias eo~ t~ t :,$ d 'Ovinc• i le.alth Chief in f ha 
.;uong., ·ni.ey ar:, !1.o-n 1.nto Dirth Thant1 by tr.• i:..:cw.,:; -:'.'$:..r.u ~91 Ml.1eo;,tar. 
i ~se !JOO.i.;;iDG~ . a.l,.:mt; ~"1th tbt; ;(~Ar ~Up?lic~ ,.cf the ~11.l.ty· ~ u • .. ,. 
,:;r-' ... g~., ~exllpri:::.e &. r.1t.h;z-r t.ho~ iwdi.<rille caabY-;t. Jnl.y m dic1m a...-th. 
orl.\SGd for ut.~ ~ U-.it i'ronnc.e ~;~.;ut.h .::hier tire lert at. U• dii,:ptu1.;'""ary., 

(J) .\t tao~1 to the d1.S?Ef·~ .am quarwrs r~-r- it:.1 wor....e1~ , a 
~r1tchi'fn, \'8.!3~., ~.mt.er UL::a.k arrl l.lltrlno. ln ,~ ?d~r b otJt;.dn pot.a.:..J.~ 
U1i1t ~r, t he d:\.~Ma.1:-; ·.:taf'~ ~t. b-uQ th-9 ~tcr fl•~ !.:M :;,! t ~i1t) ci .YiliAtn 
1°'1.rr-.i3 .11.t a ~-ot)t -..--i f .-1::.out -f-:OOWH ;,-e r !lOnth.. The vat.er i 5 Jt oNd in a c~ 
c rete ta.nk. 

(4 ) : he ~ j -lr 1. .:.1:n&~,.>e~, i n the Pinh th.a~'\ c..~ an? t he foll·J\tlrig i 
;;;, kin ::iO.~. di.il"?'hen. <llz:.z l.M , .:, ( 'U.~lly dtle to val t derl~.ion) • t.u '._1\,:~u­
l.o!ii5 • ttnd n.o:N.al injurlll.)s ~r:tencac by ch.g.41ritn. 
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The vU.lage dispensary et.tort is Sllpplemented by MEDCAPs oon:tnotttd 
by- units ot \he )1 Br:1.y,ade, 25th Infantry Dirtsi.0n. Eaoh week three 
uuc:h Mli:OOAPs a.re bald at the dispd.tary iwelt, t.wo aN h&ld 1ft Hamlet 
.S wbioh 1.a nlativ.i,. isq;ld.ed hom the ren ot Dinh Thanh., am one 
is hllld a:t Bu Don 8"Uth of t.ba rtllap.. ill MltDCAPs aM tn the MEOOAPII 
oatap:r,-. 

TM at~tude ot the ·populae• tiiin.a.Jd sa.ni\ation &'!:)phrs to be bet tar 
than .iJ\ ether area.a ot Viet~ perhaps as & 1"8sult o-t the tormer trench 
1Dt'lunc• in this area. In thll houain, &J'Ni for, M1.cllel1n pl.anta\.1.0n 
llOl"lara '\-heft 1is Nnnin& •ter am the people use either latrines or 
connodes. A oivilian tim, using ox cart. oolleots refuse and trash ard 
transports it. to a dWlp loeated aouth of th• Til.Uge. for this etrort, 
ti. f1m 15 p&1d ))OO$VH a month t1'0l1l the village~. and 1n 
addition cbarpa l0$VN a mont.h to eaoh mus• t1'01I which colleotlon 1s 
mad•. 

Seme time aeo a public tnah calleotion s,ystel as aot up to help 
al.J.evi.ate the problem ot litter and tras-il in the atreeta. Cam •n 
plaoed in l4 sit.ea ~pout the ,riJJ,119, allll collection was to be made 
ome a week. The project .f'unc:tioned tor a time. Hot.ever, as a resul.t 
of the disruption to all public project.3 during T.Il.T ,1968 , the sys tem fell 
into diause. It bu sine• nflt been l'ffived •. but it 1s a. pl'Ojeot worthy 
of eonsidera.tion and. epbasi8 when projects ot hi ghff priority haw been 
CGlllpletu. 

Ora.inap throughout the villa ge K ~S reviewed lees tha n a yea r ago 
and the l!1cljor problems were overcome. However. much remains to be done. 

Water 1s :11upplied to the people ot Dinh Thanh partially tbl'ough t• tew. 
wells 1n the Yilla.ge. but largely £1'011 tw oiYil1.an tums who purity the 
water and dellnr it by tank truck.. Thi current prioe is Jto$VN tor o• 
oub1.e m1i.r {approx1lna.tel.y 6o gallom,). Tbt following is a. 11st ot the 
number of wells located in eaoh of the five hrunlets of Dinh 'rhanh: 

n:aw..t. l 7 
Halll:~t 2 8 
Bua.et J 4 
Ibmlet 4 4 
Ham.let .5 4 

For thl :nost part these wel ls are not cas ed. However. the water 1n them 
is £a.irly clear. Most ot them h:lve a pole placed on a pivot stake, the 
whole devise acting as an aid in drawing \oater to the surface. In the 
Miob.elin complex. t.heN t.s oblorlnatad water delJ.vu-.d ttm,upeut by & · 

syst.m. ot pipes. Howewr the water is not potable by u. s. sia.ndards. 
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The Mohel1n Hospital. built in 192.S, coven a.ppro:d.ma.tely on acre 
of lani on the outskirts of Village 6, Michelin fru.bber Plantation, 
coorcli.natee XT '2].496. It ia maintained by MiOhelln tor treatment ot 
rubber pl&nta~ion workers an:i tl111ir depenrionts. The Micballn Hospital 
was at o.- tiM an •tt'icientl,y operated ard suocesstuJ. hospital. ItD 
pl\;d.cal plant is ueqw1te. a.111 with several &lte,:,atioM (scr')flning, ~ 
maintenan>e ot J)l.Wlb1ng. pl'O'IUl!Dn roi- atorap G>f £ood.st,u!'ts and .medi- / 
cat1ono. am tlq\lipping tha ·laboca'k>r., arrl surgery)• it wuld be ide.1.l. J 
for patient o;i.re. The hoapital ,was urrloubtedly • at one time• a prime 
influence 1n the '1-ench plant.aUon oper.'iion, gaining the confidence am 
supp0tt ot Michelin 8111.ployses, · 

· At the pre.Mnt t~ theft is :i sew-eN lack of me dlctl equipment and 
medications. and there are . no la.bor-ato~J facilities available for establishing 
.:i di-1.gnosis. Howeve-r, the ·gre.atut single deficienoy is the laek oi a 
physicial'l to diagnose di•~ and cli.Nct patient ea-""'• 1'ht pl"8a•nt systAna 
ot pat1•nt evalu.tion by trinepol"t of tht pa.unt to Dau T1•ng Nllea 
?taavUy Qn the judgaent ot 1.naUquat.el.y trail»d personnel as to who 
:,boU].d ~ the dooto:r. It is doubt.1\ll that. tbe Miohe.l.1.n ~ Plantation 
'Wtfl"'kltrs .ard their dependents a.re willing or able to soek medit1'it. .:Caw in 
tha present system. 

I 

Bee.a.use of the •tJlin1y" situa1.1on. the roau ~ween Dau Tana &n1 
Village 6 requ.il'e large secrurity forces for OJ penonnel.. At the preae~ J 
till!Ht,. VietnQlese personnel are able to travel the road withc~t inoiden~ 

b. Agri.cul.tu1~ 

Agr:l.cultun oel'ltAt-ns arouni individual guden pi~ in Dinh Thanh, 
wh9re it iS raued -tor il'laetU.a.te oonsuapt,j.on Ol" $"ale on the lONJ. market. 
v-eey li t.tl• rice 1a gtown locally• oert.a1nly ~t enough to .teed thl 
popul.ation adequateJ..y. ComequemJ.y rice am wgvtab1es are bro\lght tram 
south ot the Tillage and t'!'Offl Tay Ninh Pt'O"V'1nctl aG'l'OSS the Saigon River. 

Animals are also rd.sec! in small tansily holdings. There are 
ch1ckensl pig!,, and oattl•• although they a~ not. raised in wry large 
numbers as is true o~ other parts o,- Vietnam. W&t&r buttal.o &11:l oxen 
a re tbe T!lain •1"k antma:le • &rd \hsy arr. used top plowing and pulling aart.t. 

The few s ::;all fish sold at the villa.Ge market are caught in 
the Saigon M.ver arrl 1n the tw streams tmt 1"11n through x:r 494 .5. 

c. Refugees and. Welfare 

Officially there are no refugees in the Dinh Thanh area. Howewr, 
there are MJV famil.iee l-tM have been di.splacecl becau:se ot dotage or 
de~tuction to their honies. Thero are approx!Jlately 68 £allies 1n this 
area in this latter catagor,J. There are also owr 4oo fall'lilies (over 2000 
persons) who are cl.Msifi~d by the C:ensu.s Bureau a.s "poor 11 • 
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