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D8P/JlTI:ENT OF THE f{RHY 
HEAD~UART~R3 3D i3RIGA'.1E 25TH INFANTRY DIVISION 

APO San Francisco 96268 

AVDCTB-CO 10 }'tarch 1968 

SUBJECT: Letter of Commendation 

TO: Commanding Officer 
l88th Helicopter Assault Company 
APO 96268 

1. I would like to take this opportunity to commend you and your 
unit for the fi.ne supi:ort you afforded the 3d r3ri 6ade, 25th Infantry Di­
vision on the night of 1-2 January 1968. The decisive victory this command 
experienced at the no., famous gattle of Soui Cut would hardly have been pos­
sible .had it not be en for the outstanding perforn1ance of the 11 I3lack '.,fid rJ1:sn . 

2. Hampered by hazards of dust and darkness, in addi ti :>n to direct 
encrny fire, your aviators displayed astute professi-:malism while resupplying 
our ground troops with badly needed amr.mni tion. The spontaneous r esupi:ly 
sorties you furnished us with durine that night a.re te s timony to tl1e 11 BJ ad i 
Wido, ,s111 well known teainwork a!1.cl combat recoru. In addition, the al'ri v,c1 l of 
your uni.t at Katum, at the he:i.i:;ht of the battle, wc1s a significant morale fci e•· 
tor both to the combat and coP1bat support tr:>ops of this com1na11d. 

, 3~ Again,. I co111J11•:mc' you fo r your untir:i ne e f f ort s . The 183th Heli c o1- ·· 
ter Assault. Company has assisted this brigade on numerous oc.casions. I can-· 
not expt'ess too stron3ly the respect and admiration both myself a'.1d the of­
..ficers and men of the 3d '3rigade have for the "Black Widows :i. . I look forv1anl 
to our j::>i.·•rt, _· effor.ts on .future · ope ra Li e•: !~. 

~#£)~ 
LSONA~D R. DE11S J R. 
Colonel, Infantry 
Commanding 
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