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Dis.cusaionz " Reaporuiibilitiea 'Within .the: C &: C aircraft necessarily must ~ 
·delineated.- .:. D.lring the course of,_contro:p.ing on aasault, numerou:s quostidns 
ariao m~:lnumorou.s ct°ccisions must._be ·made~ · 110 · oriter _lon~tey d.tscussion~ ~e_B. 
time which :neither the flfrF Convnander n~r the Air Mission Commander ·can !1f_foro.· 
Observntion: J.. delineation of rosponsibili ties lid. thin the . oommand· nnd . c6.ntrol 
aircraft has been found a .. dofinite requirement to conduct M assauJ.t effi'ciontly. 
1U.l proced~ -problm:is are h.a.ru.ll~ -by the -&.3_ ½ ,.?~e left s·eat of the ro.rcraft. · 
For oxrunple, discussions concornini(the_·.dropping .or the ms.rk, ~6ntro1 of gun­
ships, etc., should bo handled by .. the .. S.:-3. -i?olicy .d~ciaion.a, on the other 
h.n ... --id, ~.re tho responsibility of: thEL.'rl.r ._Mission ~der, since _d<3cisions of 
e. more serious nature, . certainly;. should_ root_ td th ., higher . author:'. ty. In 
nik1ition, since the control of llf't o.ircrn.ft dun.rig an assault is· basicall,},. a 
:procedural :function~ all aircraft ·control should .be in the hands of tho S-3. 
'.J.his leaves the physic~ flying of the aircraft an:.: direct consultatlon with 
tho !.i-:FT Co.mmruider :L""l the hana.s of the ..illi Mission Commander. i'his nsslgnment 
of dtttics ld:thin the nircraft liaa proven i tsell both successf\11 nnd . oxtramely 
effective. 

2. f3ource: LessoruJ Lonrnoo· - 188th Azssaul.t Helicopter Company 

Item: Utilization of a C & C aircraft durir.g tactical emergencies nt night 

Discussion: At 0400 on 2 Jll.!"'"!Unry 1968, the 188th Assault Helicopter Company war 
scrnmblcd .on an cnnergency resupply mission. The aircraft departed in flie;hts 
of fivo, one flight from DAU TIENG, the other from TAY Nnm, where htlf the 
oo.mpn.-iy was working on an operation. 

~Cho two flights arrived over KATUM, t...he pick-up· point, a. few u5.nutcs 
apart. They were unable to lam. .ilamodiately, however, due to tho lcrge runount 
of tr[d'fic ,:L""l the area. f..ftor orbiting for about 15 Llinutes, they were finally 
able to land, with four Shi!)s, nt ono of tho two pick-up nroas to bo utilized. 
'l'ho flight identified "t.,.'le PZ with the help of flashing vehicle hoc.tllights 
nnd flares dropped by ono of ·::.ho company's aircraft. 

/ 

Tho situation at th~ LZ (Fire St:tpPort Daso BURT), while not qtt.1..te as 
hectic, traffic-wise, also presented problems. On final approach t he nircraft 
wor e confront od 0y an unannounced airstrlko just outside th8 fire support base 
pcrir1etcr ( t ho base was still under utto.ck). It wa s l ater 102.rn~. tho..t t he 
j 8 ts puttirig in tho ~triko uore making their pl sses from WEST to ]·::AST, while o 
l\ _Jproo.ch u~s from SOUTH to HOTTTII. 

Observo.tion: Coni'uBion oncl delay a:'~ the PZ resulted whe n three hel 5-cop t or 
co11r-)e11ie s 8.IJ..~l v ed in iho C!.TC2. at a pproximately tho s p_r,10 t.:iJUc . 10.l uc.,re worlci.I:l 
01~ (lifforont froqncnciea Qrld contacting differo.nt uni ts on tho ground . _:~ C & 



Dis~iiasi~n:'' i'i~'o···e;round force C_&·c :·pb.rty· consiatod ·· only of tlic Battalion · 
Co~~~r.;:.~d:~:~ :-~'l'O ~\tr~ ,~h<3: co~du~~ of . this_~ e~~?n~ . .-,. Co_~-s~quehtlt; . 
questions-~ au lid tted to · tn.o :· Infantry pomma.ndor by · _the · 1\ir l-ilssion CoW!llUlo.er 1 

. whl.ch r·oquireclJ.mfoediate :::ruiifi;rora; ! vont · 1.lllrolsvered . until · the : Inf nntry Corimmnder 
cst~b.11.oh~ = comritm.lcatio·ns 'Yitli-:tho··:re~nsible· eiemeiits~ ··:•This ·· ti,110 ·lag in . 
such a complex·:~~:. -fluc\ntinf:: tti.ctico.J.·'_- iituation· is uno.ccept.:'..blo • . Such ·1 

questions::, as; , ·.i•n:, : we· have'. full--·-supprps oion? n, or 1 
11Is the nrtiJ.lery prepa-· 

ration,: cCllllp;tet~.?~; . ·requiro _ imraediatc· response·. 
• ·• • • • •: • • ." • • ."' ._:' • •• # • - - • • l • • •• • • 

Obscn~ntton: J~erieno~' gd.ned through: tho conduct of .numerous ~rn1obile 
assnults indic~tea ·that the optll!IUDl tjumbcr of ropresento.tives comprl.sing, 
-th.o ground C & C po.rty consists of four personnel. Included in the JX'.rty · ·'---.. 
should be tho Battalion Commander, tho . a,. tt.¥ion S-3, the Artillery Liaison -.. 
Officer and an IITO. It hc.s been proven tha.t these four individuru.s are 
requl1 .. 0d to rontrol an airLlobilo oporntion effoctively o.nd efficiently. 
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