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Since the ac ffr ution of the "Eagle Strike" bat1alio11, the unil has beu, involved in 
numerous ti<'J J/oym en!s to .TRTC, NTC, Oc";w 1 Venture, and also Hond11ms in S!ippol'I of.loi11 
Task Force Bravo. 

As the Iraqi troops invaded Kll\ vait in August of 1990, the IO 1st Airbonie Division (1-Lfr . 
As,·w/0 1rns given the on/er to deploy troops in support of "Operation Desert Shield". Although 
vc:y ymmg in its dcvelopl!l ent, 9-101st 1ms selected lo ccm~n r:nd and experience its first 
rende::\ ·011s ii:it/1 des/ii~)'. Tusk Force 9-101 was the first unit to deploy to So11th111est . 1sia. The 
Ta:;k Force consisted ,?f 625 Personnel, 30 - UH-6a<-J., 3 - UH-60V, 2 - UH-6Q4. C&C, 2 EH-
60.-1., 15 - ('H-47D, 5 - U!I-lh helicop ters and 66 vehicles. 

During Desef'I S/1iiJ!tl jrom :30 August 1990 - 16 .!mn1(1)11 199 1, the unit acc1111111lated a 
total of ]i66.5 ;?ight hours. During "Desert Storm", fmm 17.lanuwy - 15 March 1991, Tf_9: 
IOiflei11a tolal uJ- : 506.6/iours, of1vhich 1490.5 were comb at. 

Initial deployn:enl wul pre-combat operations 1vere jloim in support of 
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Evenls ofsign(ficw-ice ofTF 9-101 ll'hile deployed to Soutlm·esl. L.)ia are. 

Firs!A.ir.'lssault uviation 1111it to deploy to Sawli Arabia. 
Firs! A ir Assaull aviation u11it to become operalional in counl!y . 
First lo deploy to northern Saudi Ambia in support of defensive opemfions. 

· First to deploy to norlhll'est Saudi Arabia in posture f or offensive operations. _ 
First AirAssuull unit to crass the Line of Departure in support of enemy prisoner 
extraction. 

First Air Assault aviation unit info: 
King Fahd IntemulionalAiJport 
1,..-18 Oasis 
FOB Sujla 
Ha.far A l B_alin 
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Flying over 3673 hours, to include combat, 1l'iflwut incident 11'11ile deployed Lo Souilz west 
Asia. 
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As OpemtiGii. \esiorel Continued H ope was ongoing in the co111111 y of Somalia, the 9-
101st AVN REGT was called upon lo answer the call of the nation On 23 July 1993, "Team 
Courage" 11-·as assemble£! io support ongoing op erations of American f orces alreacly }eployed to 
Somalia. "Team CouragL· " departed Fort Campbell on JJ fogust 1993 to a place which they .,. 
would not soon forge t. 

During th eir lour in Somalia, "Team Courage " e11co11,1!ered some austere battlefield 
condit:ons. No ~·:i had predicted that US forces 1Fod,f. 0 ncountcr such a tlweqten ing 
em ·iro1m1 ei1t Up l o t/1is µ oinl e 1:e1y lhi11g fwd been going ve,y ire/I excepf j ;r som e minor 

enco,111/ers with Somali gunmen. 
Nol e 1'e /l a month /wt! gone b_v since "Team Courage" mril'ed i11 co1111fl y, · 1-lten thev were 

mmrer! 1ri fh tmgqr(v. 011 2 Seplember 1993, ll'l1ile 0 11 11 11/g lz t rec, .11noiss111u·e mission, a 1111it 
Blacklunrk came under .fire by Somali gunmen. PFC Jason .··1111111 0 , zs, 11•/w H'llS a door gi11111erfor 
that mission, recei11ed s ... ;ml i1!)uries caused by s,naff wms./ire . This 111as the start of 11:/wt cam e 
to be a ve,y d{{ficult situation for days lo com e. 

On 25 September 19Y3, 1t1hi!e assigned a.s (. ,. ,er s/1 ip.for a s,1iper mission, tfi ,, 'Tew <if 
a11oti1er Blacklw1dc was slw tu·u ,vn by a rocket propelled grenade 01 ·er tl1e city ofJ\fogadislnt .. The 
Mo piiots, CW] Daie Schruder and CrV2 Perry rl llimCJ.n, survil ·ed 1/,,., ,._;rash A lthough lwving 
sLt}fe:·ed i,y·uries and bums from the crash, they managed !o escupe and evade Somali g111une11 
and make it to safe ty. The rest of the crew was not as lucky and parislted in the e:rplosio11. P Fr' 
lvfa!t .-inderson and SGT Eugene Wi!liams (door gunners), along 1vith the p asse11ge1s <..I/ I tlwr 
l,'Jission, made the 11lti111u;J saCl'(/ice for Lheir cowzh)l w1ci f01· ·1vlwt .freedom stands for. The rest 
ui '''!'eam C · ,,·age" unJ their loved ones back lwme will 11e1·erforge t tliei, .·n·ave,y and sacrifice. 

Fm111 this mom ent on, !he oplempo simply increased more w1d more each day. On one 
particular day the crews.from "Team Courage" Ff e 111 a total ·?fan ex/1u11sti11g 29 missions One 
of these particular missions was one flonn by CW2_ Czml : W] Ragan, SG T Hakala, and SPC 
'.--:: codale. The cre1v was lwo zched asP!atoo11from the 10th mo1111!oin Division ca1JJ e under heavy 

./ire and 111as pinned dmm som e11-here in Northem ft.1ogadislzu. T'/ie Aircrew managed lo {u1fre 

just in time In provide 1/zem with e11011gh cover to allow 1/iem to evode the enemy mu/ reach 
safezi· unlumned The A ircre 1r all 1i:ere mmrded the A ir kf eda/ 11-ith "V" device for volar as they 
put th emselves in h arms wuy to achieve t/ze safe ty of th e ground tronps. 

On 3 October l5JY4, while the "Rangers" were engaged in afire.figlzl and se 11eral 160th 
SOA were shot tlo1m, "Team Courage" provided support by tmnsporting the wounded from 
Pakistani Stadium to the 46th A1ED hospital for treatment. 

Later tl11ri11g the same monlh,CJV2 Ben Johnson, LT Riedel, CPL G,_w.:u, and SPC 
Houchin were the cre111 to achieve the rescue and return to safety 3 J\Ial'ine soldiers ,rho fwd hit 
a command detonated mine. Aft er others heel tried and fa i!etf, this Cl'e1111Fe111 in and recovered 

/1 110 :;oldie rs inside t/1e l'ehicl e and though vetJ> difficult, also man .,;ed to free the driver wlzo had 
borh I egs p i1111erl under the velzicle. 48 

As the 1111ft comes lo Lh e enJ lij i fs Jifdzyear of dedicated and co11mgeo11s h\stoty, "Eagle 
Strike" mvaits its next ''Rendezvous with D estiny". · 
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