
July 25, 1998 

Greg, 
We would like to take a moment to express our heartfelt thanks for the warm response extended 
to us by the aviators of "A" 9/ l O I during our visit to Fort Campbell. The interest shown buy you 
and the other Black Widow aviators for their historical heritage was outstanding. It will be a 
weekend that will be remember forever, and a special thanks to Joe Scott, Brian Kraus and you 
Greg, for the hospitality and friendship you showed us during our visit. 

It is difficult to convey to you just exactly what the events of that weekend meant to us . The 
barbecue at the airfield, the Welcome Home banner, and the dinner we attended was all part of a 
" Welcome Home" we never had the opportunity to experience. Even though it was 30 years later 
we couldn't imagine it feeling any better than it did. We were given a "Welcome Home" by you 
folks that was non existant in 1968, and for the first time, after many years, we finally got the 
chance to experience the pride of flying our unit colors in a parade. There were no parades, only 
the anti war demonstrations when we returned home. 

At the barbecue your aviators, crew chiefs, wifes, girlfriends and families showed a relaxed air 
of closeness. This relaxed atmosphere among pilots and crew chiefs was outstanding. We 
experienced very little of this during our tour in Vietnam, although there were a few exceptions. 
When you put your life on the line everyday, being close can make the diffence between life and 
death, since you are watching each others backs. Lets face it, its hard to respect the rank when 
you can't respect the person. Its knowing where to draw that line that 's important and you have 
that gift Greg. We commend you and all of the present day " Black Widows" for that positive 
change. We salute you and the personel of "A" 9/10 I who made the three of us proud to part of 
the "Black Widow" heritage. 

Greg when we thanked you for everything you did for us you said it was "nothing" because you 
also enjoyed it yourself, That couldn't be farther from the truth. You stirred up a temendous 
sense of pride and emotion that hadn 't been there for a long time. You didn ' t just, schedule some 
events that weekend .... , You sir .. .' created memories, that we wi II have the rest of our I ives . And 
for those memories the three of us will be forever grateful. 

Its was an honor and a privlidge to have had the opportunity to meet all of you folks and we can 
only hope that our paths may cross again in the future. 

Best· of luck to all the men and women of A Company 9/ IO I and to you Greg on your new 
assigment to the NA TO Command in Belguim . 

Air Assault Sir 

Veterans of the : 
188th A.H.C. " Black Widows: 
Dau Tieng, Vietnam 1967- 1968 

Your Friends Always 
Dick Detra & Richard Cadreau 



P.S. 
As soon as its completed a copy of the history will be forwarded to the company for your 
unit.database on lineage and if you could forward the name and phone number of that Sgt 
Major who served with the Black Widows in Nam and also a list of the regiment aviation 
units and their personal moniker, i.e Kingsman Commanchero's along with the Black 
Widow Hats and T-Shirts. 

Please send to: 
Dick Detra 

 
Brisbane, CA. 94005-1576 

P.S.S. Please except these gifts for your company personal as a small token of our 
appreciation 

Info removed by VNCA
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!\iT!crica:1 Eagic Cargo transport ill'laits as sold~ors repOS'.ic:, lr·c c:ades from a UH-6O Black Ha•,:k be'.ore ro:!ing·ir.r:; 
i1clicoptcr aboard ship. (Flle photo) ! 

pvi?~t. cvcryth in rr h;:id been 
going very well except for some 
minor encounter with Somali 
gunmc:1;. 

j\ol even .J r:to,1th had gone 
by :;ince Team C1mr:1gc a.rn\·t.:d 
in cour.t;-y, when lhcy were 
marred with trn~ccly. Scj1tcm­
l.:.c:r 2, 1993, while on 11 night 
l't!~on.1;:;,is~:1.ncc mis~.ion, :t unit 
Dbck J-fowk co:i1J u11dcr fire by 
So!1::di guamcn PFC .Tnson 
,\i~ ;m/Jns, who was a door gun­
acr fur th:.it n:i:::r.:on, rccei\·cd 
f~ver.::! inj1;r;,~:; cJ.w:ed by small­
r,rn-:;:: fire. 'TLi.:; wa~ lhe fi~:trt of 
w:1..1t c.:::ic tJ be o. ,·cry cl,mcult 

s1tuntio11 for d3ys to come. - , .P!J~.-f\ aiOng with tb:: pns-
Scplembcr 25, 1993, wh:le j, t•ngers on the r.ib:;ion, made 

a~siancd as cover ship for :1. I he uHimti_ti~ sacrifice for t:1cir 
sniprt mission, the crew of .:ou1:try. The r est of Tc.:.i:11 
:1.!1ollt'cr Dj::1c_k Hawk wJ.s sh1Jt Cou,·n::;r. and their loved on,:s 
dO\vn by a rocket propelled bad: !-lome will C\"Cr forg~t I ht:::r 
;'.'!"(?n~de over t.he city of Moga- lm1vcry ,:nJ LJ-:rifice. 
ciishu . 'fhe t\VO pilots, C\\'02 
DnJc Sclu·adcr nnd C\1i02 Perry Octoln~r 3, i9D1

1 
v:hilc lL,~­

Alli.:-:iun, survived the cm.sh. iers wt:rc n1Jg:1lcd in a f.n:-fii:,"f,i 
A!t.h,-,ur_:il they suffered ~njuric~ •1· a.n_<l s2vci'~~ ~61Jt!"1 Spcci?I Opn­
~nd burns from the cr~:1h, lhc) ationJ ;\v:a'.1011 1lgt. (A:;-b<;rnC') 
mnnngcd to cscnpc ond cvudc .':icld;p:·s wen~ r-hot do·.vn, 'i'r,u1 
So:;i:..li r,unmcn ru:<l mnkc it t;:, -Cournge ;,!·ovldcd .:rnpp1lrt by 
.safety. 'l'hq rest of t~e. c~·e~r wns \~r;rnsporl irq_; the woand·:J frcrn 
not ::is iucky and pcnsncd m lhc ?nki:,1:..:mi ::;u\(:ium to ~he 46th 
explosion. PFC ;\fo._Ll:-A:ider_san ·~.h~~:ical J~~;.1dnner1t •i10!:µit..ti 
nnd Srr,. Eugene \\r1l!1ams (door for tr~c.tr:~ ... nt. Lnt~r durin~:; th!! 

s,1:ne month. n 8th Dr.., lGisL: 
Avn. T!gt. crew rt.scucci ar.d: 
returnc-:d to safct.y three Mn-..­
rines \\'!10 hnrl hit a comm~:id : 
df.'lono.Lc<l mine'. Af~er o~Lcr~: 
had tried rmd f:dc<l, this crE\\': 
"iCn~ in ;rn.-i rcco,·cred two sol-: 
dicr~ i,u;de th.! vehicle and: 
th1J~;,~:1 YC'I)" d;fficult, also n:.;n-: 
ugcc! to free th-: dr:\'e ;- who h~d : 
both l~gs pinn~d und~r th~ \·chi- : 
de. : 

l~s lhe unit -:or:) re> to the enc: ~ 
cf it::: fifth year cf ded:cated :m,! ; 
coiu-.:igco11s hi~tor:•. l~og-lc Sl1 ikc ~ 
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