" 'Eaﬁdaism it Lruss—Pultural Hnaly51a of a Uiatnaﬂase
o '"Expresrlve boelal hmvemsnt“

: -Uackgruund Candaism is a rallginn indigennus to Vietnam. A

_dauniee, hguyanotrung—Hdu, at the snd of tha First .orld Mar,_-

'uﬂld
: The UlLtnamase pﬂople hauu uruviuualy assimilated and
unified foreign religions such es Guddhism, Taolsm,
- Confuclsnism, amd recently Catholicism, and were now
. anxious to flnd @ new spiritual way of 1life, under the
various trends flowing in from evarywhers in the world.
Thus was born among the Vietnamese people a yesrning -
. towards a unlversal religion capable nF uniFying all snuls.,..l

Laodaiam is an axamula of thia attempt in Forming such & uniuersa-'
& }iatic religiun. _ ' e S o .
'__f:};‘ Founded in 1526 in auuth Uietnam Landaism gained aver ZD DUU
:* Fhllnmera within one year. In 1967 they had between oneg and’ tuo
1lian: diaciplas.zj In its ritu 1iem ‘and baaic thmulogy, Eaodalsm
' fj_incnrpurataa lements of a8 variety of- Faitha, Euddhlsm Cnnfucianiam,_'i*
‘ Tanism, Hinduism, Roman Gathulicism and Spiritiem.; Being axtremely B

"f_:layncretistic, Uandaiam waldv thaese elements inta a Functionino

"i_raliginu" mnuemsnt which manifests itsel? ine blend cf such
'-fpracticas 8s prieatly celibacy, 888NCEH inquirg, vegetarianism, o
.calehratinn nF impurtant huly tays auch 8s Ghristmaa dnd Tetuhgugsn
| 'Dan (New Veara Day) and the reverence of ancestura.-

i: ' Herbert Blumer definea a social mnvement as, "A cnllective
i*anterprisu tu eetabiidh a new order of liFe."3 In these terms,.”

'.Vf.Candaiam ia a social muuement that has a widespread appeal amung‘ N

' fall classas oF the Uietnamese.L It hﬁa grnwn Fram a minur raliginn
e jin 1926 ta a majnr ancioureligiuuq mavement. Religiously, Eaudaism

o

_j; aguyen-trunngau, Luac-Su Dao Caanai--n .hort Histcry nf
- Leodaism, Trung Hung, Danang. 1933, pp.-S..;_"

:EHéruey Ha-Smith, at.. al, =ﬁ,rsa ‘Handbonk Far uauth Uietnam, U ‘
Goy ! t“:‘F'rintinq Elfi’i c8y” Luashingtan. 1567, pp.. 164,




. '  becama one oF the most pomerful grnupg in unuth Uietnam. in Tay-‘

~Ninh Province alnna, almuat on% af the ‘peaple. are Laudaists.“ o

'f,Pnlitlcally, this religinn has beun a aeedbad oF Vigtnamese

nationslism, . ﬁncording to the late Bernard Fall by the end uf
the qecnnd wnrld mar, Caudaism Was atrong enouph to have gained
 cnntru1 of South Vietnam if the leudership had seized the
avallshle uppnrtunity. &conumically, Candaism established thair
~ ouwn Factnries, prouiding jnbs for sume of their Fullowerq. They
- Blso hed & special administrative dgency 10 toke care of ecunumic
- matiers, B.0. to lnok after thelr poor and hunqry.

Proposed Research: My rasearch will 1nuulve a crnss-cultural :

analysis of Eandﬁlsm.. I mill utilize Herhnrt Blumar's model oF _

an "Expreasive Sncial anement" @9 an ins trument - of croasg-cul tural

: comparisnn. Th1a cnmpqrisun will ahnw in what ways. Capdaism? 's

. Founding, grnmth leadershin, intarnal and external reldtimnahips, _

’fand nrystallizatiun of creed and. rituala agree or differ. with this  '.
kiestaern mndel. One s pecial aspect uF the research mill ‘be an.

"evmluatiun of Eandaism 8 ayncretiﬂtic nature and its siqnlficanc

 to the muvement as g uhnle._ The result of this research may
indicate the validity UF using uestcrn mndels tulanalyza usian-

"_'rﬂligiuus mnuemants,

| The particular Fncus Far analysis uill he thewbaﬁdﬁi mathcr'
séct thu Tam-Hy PhuuDu, which is thu ame of - the uriginal bhurch '
' lunetpd in Tny-Ninh (schiam among the Laodai leadership hos re-

__'rﬁaultad in eight nther gruums Fnundznq thair oun cente=s in uther
ffn,:South Uietnamese cities). Mo 1ttennt will be made tn andlyze

“:iaxhaustiuelv the movement: as a pulitical ﬂartv« It will be necea arv;_ '

: 5ihquuer, to relute the ideal and gndls of Ldﬂddlﬂm to thu deiB

:ffacth of 1ts pulitmcal actiuity,‘aspeclally during thu parlnd Frum

L1e32 through 1954~-guring which time the movemont stteinsd its

'fiﬁpinnacle of pumar and. thsn Fell tc its pnlitical demisa thruugh

| Tfﬂf1the inFluence af Ngn Dinh Diom.-,'rw

?Jaé Hﬂyur, The xjigon Pust, Februarv,‘;ﬁ”f: ‘




:Prncedura' The inademuacy of puhlishad mdteridls on Caodaisgn
.necassitates research 1n Vietnam. ' I have examined resource mﬂtariqla
~at Cnrnell Uniuarsity and hava correspnnded wlth acholars who ara
'specialists in Vietnamese aFFairq, Alexander Loodside (Harvard
University!s Enst Asian Hesearch Center), Truong Buu Lam (State
'Uniuersitg'dfswem-ank; Stony Urook, Long Iﬁland)'aﬁd Miltun,ﬁaﬁks
(Brondeis Uniuérsitv);. The mejor source 1s @ two volume work in
Vietnamese by Dong-Tan . Volume ane‘déuls'with_mhat Cuo Dei adherents
call the "non-actlon" (phen vo vi) phase of Cac Dsi history in the
192055;' Volums two narrstes. the actively salvationist "universal |
| 'paSqaqe" (phan pho s0) ucrind in thL l?38's~—th15 is the clas ificaf
tion usad by the Cuodaists. - ' '

 In the Lest, such ucholurs ve the late derndrﬁ Full and. herald
L. Hickay have writtgn hrqulg of Saodaism. Fnr example, Fdll'
article on 1 The Pnlitical-ﬂellgiuua Lpete nf Vigtnam", Paclfic:
Aiffairs, (bentambar 1955) anl Hickev 6. smﬁll section in Uillage in _ _
: _Uiatnam (1964), The Depﬂrtment DP tha Ty puhlithd 8 pamphlet, #55U~105,
Minority Groups in the Republic af Vietnam: (19&6) &nd, dluU. the ‘
‘u.u, Rrmy ' area handbook for Uigtnan €1967) has tmu amull sections on
Caodaism amounting to abgrnximately eight'pages._ The nnly boak pub-;"
o liqhed on Caodaism in a tiestarn. language 15 Gabriel Gubron | Hlstnire
Bt Phi]nsnphie du Capdaisme. This book was publ:sheu in 1948 and 15
1imited in. it coverage of the reliqimn. _ . v _
_ " I must gu to Ulatnnm tn to - thurough research in all available
-;:flibrarias, such as the TrunaﬁTam van but Vigtei dam, The Lenter for
Uietn;mesc Lettars; and’ nlsu, the book centers, fihat=Trl wnd La-dol. - -
--Interviems uill be cunductcd by my wife (whu 1ived in dietnam alx i
Z-VBarr and spoaks. UithNﬂBSB Fluently) ﬂnd i, uith Bueh - chnlJr& au: _
'5 'Le Huanq Phu, a Uinnndﬁese his torlan ku Laadai perqunnel auch da"”
Lag Homi cang am La van: Tnt ' I vlso intend to be o partici--:f “' S
_ | pant., ohaerver in ihe Udriouq Laodat ritusla and caremunlals at thug* f,:f _ .
. Holy fee of tha church in Taynmlnh, hnu Laodal aurluulturﬁl cutmuwinr.Qj? }f;]
.f:tieuzin thc iﬁaedidta druu.‘-' ' : S FIR TR

Hevinq liued ln'Jouth UiLtnan fﬂr almnmt'.6ﬁfJ§ﬁafé.1fhﬁﬁépf;4  L
taJLtuL be Fac¢l¢ty ln th s

lungu Uu fu iy ahly 't



‘and pursue research in Vietnumess. _MHén nmssiblé,”tape:ré:ordings
will bé'made bflintefviema so that Eénua;eatiﬁns and their Engliéh'
trunslation may bw checked for accuracy. On oseasion, a Vistnamese N
_ffanslatnr will DH.UEBU'tU aid in the trensletion of liferature"
written in the "ghu-nbo" style, the "Righ languane" mhich 1ncnr~
'pnratea many Lhineva terms, phrases and words. ' '
Hafure leauinq the Uni ted btﬂtes, some research is planned
‘at Harvard University dnd in washington O. s, AN interview is .
plannad wlth the granddaughter of the founder of Cendaism who
lives in Ben Franclsco. _ :
In cnnclusinn 'mv interest in Edudai m'begah mhile 1 wos
'_residinq in South Vietnam (1962-65). My wifw'mnd 1 were WRre.
- of some of the uutmard manifestations of Caudai 3m thruugh visits
Z_tn their temples. At that time, hnmever, 11Lhnugh ahle ta read
  thB literaturs and wake guneral nbharuutinne ahn the1r rituals,
1 maa not trained to dn campetent andlvtlcal researchn I an challpnged
to do such 1nuestigatinn now and hauinq had interdisciplinary graduate

'.:*training in anthrapnlugy, ﬂaipn religiuns angd 9681ﬂlﬂgy, I Feel

more: udeouately urepared ?ur the task.__'
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