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I went o Vietnom. In 1967 I slready

It hes been 2lmo

et four yonrs sivco
lmew eneugh about the war Yo rofuzs o fight in it, Sud I waated to go thore,
S0 soe wWaat it was ::.11 chout with my own eyes. S0 I Joined the Inmternutional .
Voluntaoxry .‘:«c, lecea and truvelled, lived, snd worked for 2 year with maoy diff-
erent Amsricwns cad V:..‘ inoness, ' ' ' '

For a good par.. o thst yeuxr I livui in a vn_llw.,- of peasant faraoers on &
large islend in the Mkong River. Althoush ;1ght_na eanetimes broxe out on
both sidse of the river, the islchd itcelf waz o 2. peaceful sanctuzry froa the-
war, The Vi "tl.ﬂ.“.’:ﬁ": aelped e build a omall thateh house, and I gpant oy do
working in their fi=1lds, fishing the canals wvith then, and strugsli.w to rolut &

%o thex th“cu;;n 2 lan Fucse I cou"a barsly i_mdersn.\nd. o -

L rapting powar of our wezlth, "hl, cy‘1ic1 &n, opportunisza, and ropre
Ce—ethase things filled e witlh ind of siclk cutrsge. Eut Whenevor I cursed -

' 1’\‘-1“‘310‘

At times I fl.-lt more asceusbed rmomz those polile)s le then I did zmong ny ot
It wus ironic, bscuuze 2t the sume time I wes beginning to fesl a great scaser
of guilt for whnt my couztry ocnd my p onle were. d.o:.rw to. thza, Tbe wenton des-
truction of tovms ond vilisges, the rucisn und brutality of th Gl's, the cox~
essed degpair

the dreric.us Tor what they hr.h donc,' I hasrd the Vietna..ﬁae cursing me, I
bezan to see thut the soldier #ao palle the trigger is not tha only one who
®ills; I was implicated, too, for in me ely acir-c "oy thing' I hed wwittingly
beeoina o *i“o:: mat L:i..fu cog in the machinery of a war fought on mmy differcat-
Hziy of us in IVS were ficrcely idealistie, wnd all of w' wore, I ".:'l".:...’
guprezely well=intentioned. Duat our effective purpose was io delie’the Vietnuwmes

and th@ "ol.c‘. buclk homsz cornnl::.c_é::t chout tho imericom presance in Vieinom. A

fellow mteer, who ai bacasuszs he spoke bhis ..L:."\., ‘put 1t best of all: e~

et et . "
'g“rdl,'ss o+‘ :ha ‘eacd of ua hoped to acco:'.oli..n oy coniny to Vietnan, ke szid,

W vere a1l togather 1ittle mors thwn a ! e-,...."‘-CO‘.wlnb on american genocids,®

1 l £t Viem.ﬁ:n bg.causr,- I ceuvist ..ot in ood COl’.SCir‘iY‘.CL staye  When I returaed

_‘ rome, I found miny neonle who could unde 'ﬂ“‘cg.rd wiy I eft, but very fow who,
. eould appreciate the fntenss longing I had o roturn, For six months I t*.ﬁvullad

- around deseriding vhat I had ewen asd come to belisve chout Viadmaia, I net lots -
-of" people distressed, ressncful, wad passionaiely ompoced to the kil ling, Zut

- few of them Yool morse than nassing int:.rns» in the Jife of t.m Viﬂtn...mﬂa... :

)
o d
“tend to reduce the Viztnume
.":.titiOﬁ.-_epltO..al"’d oy Nowyen

‘This was natural, I told myzelf, since L*r*';-vc.ms' OXD
eze 18 linited mainly to the 6 o'clock mews, Wasther howk o ow, ..m_n,ric“;...
sa Lo two storcotimpes
hal

o &

tipese ths y Cymical  poli-
Can Xy, 1'* the ‘.:e*‘.i’:?icd- refuse =R sc“mb"i o from

-the ruins of his bured-out ncie,

“But I Icnu.r indiv;.daal° in Vietnam, The 6"(‘. camcntn-r who he lp..d me build a

‘hoa.,a g taur'h» ne ch:.ne:e chossy tha nrie:‘c ho had f’ouuht hi .:1 taa V‘ ctmnh;




the farsar who rafused to toll to ne; the men who erded whea I 10‘1:; the old
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~-=tanse were e Vietioneso in oy wind.,  Pruzoseupisd with their world, I could
L g P T o LA A A P
nov Twae In o whst was havponing heme.  And I oreclisced \...::., ones ane nug
> > o T > - - te ~ . Y e L x4y - .
lived in Viotnum, thers is no saticfuciory wey of welating o 1% axcepy by

-

N
Soing Lack -u live rzoin,

Coing back, howsver, would have fo walt watil after the wer. I dmouw I woulda't
‘rytura a5 long s ALmarieias were thore din fores.  Fut in 1933 thors was svill
hono (.-.o:- 'b::‘.uc.u,c) that some Aasricons would o allewed boek in, eoven iF the

S
LY were to guin com aplsse control. " In the mecndime, thasn, I decidzd o go buck
. to school to .,tmj sgriculture and cozmumity dovaleamenis, '

_ Aoo at a year after I cane to 81U, :e Viotnoa Cenler eppearsd on coapus. I
‘was invited to 2it in on some of the isitizl "Eaglk Sorce” comsltine mewtings.
ie socmed to share my concerns, it was cleor that the
- e
"]

- Centerfs nain in

Altncusn a cou“’n-of s W >
Ex wos coning Jroz men uore interosted in what Vietnoa

byl 1w
could do fo“ SIU thon whet SIV could do fo*' Viatnon, Outcmmly, shoy wera

. looking Tor ways t 0 n2lp the Vietnimese.  In fuet they were locking for woys
%o capitalize on cic-.t years of ‘e hnical ssis*c...ncza nrogr.::n:a in Vietnum———no

i

small edza U}"CI‘ it counes to commatin ng v .ra.t‘x om.er umversxt:. ‘;or lucrative

- govormument contructs,

'.-'.f'i't' thls cs .hmr gtorting poind, Ccnter promota:‘s WErd no’c '..bouu to rais
any* serious morsl or political izsusa, No one thought it necesIyy o ooX

-

d-
. whather or not Amerdc.ns ‘x.d 2 right, or even a cavaeity, to do onyshing "“or c -
e

.- tha Vietnanese, conz
- to ask how the Unive i
-~ ohin with = coun try asbro

1t had slready c‘.o 12 o then., io one bo fhozed.
uld develop a respesiable or independent relstion- _
xd in civil war, where no authori ’f;y had a clear c" :.im
-
L]

o aot in behalf of the country as 2 whole. Io onz semad t '1:"' 2k ooy add
- tlonal prebloma weore raised by the fact that our Goveramen t has inderveacd

e
. [ ]
-thouzht Iyred

P

: 1‘1 V1¢ nam.

mazaively ¥y in cupvort of one of the warring fuctions. 3id the Vi‘;t'v"u:"e even
secsptothe ddoz of such a relatiunchip? lo one even Ynew how to Begin asidng

el

- such & queat! oa,- and no one had oy 1dea of vhat would ¢ custitute o zeoningfol

. WA
clovent, it woz recsonndle to compluds, as I c’.:.d thot the Centar's

4

v 1t Norta Vietnan? The NLF? 3Bscouse these questions ware
ol

Te3UD po...ud and d bcr.c’:cd_upon- pre:ew“tio-z of Ausricar influcice
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It w..u not ur" 't ) :.ID '"11: was .:mnou..cca .."1.“. I 'Ma.l:. 2d the revorce of

~ ‘this was ulso .tn.e. the preservation and s{reng ,we:ilﬂ.s_numaﬁicaa—ia@lualzce
in Vietnom depended in part umon sebting

u» Centers like $he one i SIU
~ £ Y - M e Y &
MCERPEILENCE with L1D was enouzh to acsure that the ﬂ.mdng relsd
terior motlve.  And it was clear from the ook force neatings I abte .1d.:c1 that
tha Center originally plurned to involva 1iself in Yiecbnicul sosiatance,” and .

- thet only when the Center's critics complainad did it rebrect back ints o

"atrictly scademic™ role. - But ihe disputs over the Center's exuct functien obe

‘gourcd the real significance of +he AID “..t The Center may stick 36 ccudonics,
& 4y )

a8 1ts spoksemen inslat, but the AID sront continues to syzbolize a villinznese

32
- oa tho port of the University is acvholetto coonarats with thz Covermment in e
- manipulaticn end eoxploitation of
o %0 1ts studies, othex partssof the Univers Ity will carxy out progroms and fule-
g -_fill contracts th...t uig‘.zt no h_vr. coma thslr Wiy if the Cenfer Woemwrottsre,

the Vietnamszse pecnle.  While the Center tondg.
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. fo“ tnﬂ Pcnter izo0lf, T con have little coafidence in 1€a scholuxly or
.acquemio "integrity." Linguoge and culturs courses uay be taught Toirly and
criticall, y but the value of the lmowledge they inpart depeads in wows unon
the uces to whickh the lknowledge iz wut. If, az T believe, the Viotnia Center
is vard o_'a_Lnlverdlty—wldc nlia to cach ia oa the imerlcan preszance in Viev-
nam, than the uses are boih ropreqensible and pre-detemained.

Thio iz way I 2 not impressed by the “cnuﬂ*7a alles ﬂd efforty to rocruit
geholars with varying points of view., It is Interesiiny to reezll that Center
‘promoters wara not ove“lj_gg;gﬁznﬁd_nhou%—ﬂ%nianee‘ .tll 2ftar eritics began
‘eomplaining about the lack of “anti-war" scholars oa its staff,  Aftew it be-
eame apnarent that the Conterts cenposition juonardlzcd its standing with the
:5Univcrsi*y comzuaity, the Coenter made. some atisunte to reeruit "aati-wor®
echolary,  Bub in =y oplnion such atteapts wers motivated by a decire to
npyesss crities, .atuc“ than = genudne concera for political or iqug-loctunl
balance. s .

- Under these circwastances I st not surprised that anul-war scholars ars boye

- cot ting the Vietnam Ceater. The Cenier's prezoters clainm that this is dus to
- Mgabotage™. Iut that is not the problem. The problea is {tha* the Centsr is

'_uo lacking in ersdibility that it cannot escave the stigua of econnlacency ond

expediOan that marke 143 carlicat days on dampus., The Cunter has sabotaged

4tsslf.  4nd how could it be¢ otherwise? From the very beginning its main sup= -

poxrt has coune from Governmant bureater wts, educational entraprincurs, proe

- fessicnal anti-conmunists, md self-geaking attentista who cultivote thoin
. careers while Anavica tears their houelond to picces. Hé donder the Ccnuar

¢an generate so little enthusiosa emong the rest of us.

I heve wanted %o sey these things for 2 long time, but ozce ,ogain 1 find =
self pointing an =zceusing finger in the mirror. Nine mouths Eno the Center
offerod ze e fellowship with a monthly stinend o2 83C0. At the time I was

- broke, and it wos too late to scok funds elsevhere in the University. Because
I mew which gide T was on, I felt that I could use the Center more thal TH——

T e oble to ug &S Tor "ftechmical dssisténde,™ I toId mycslf that

the Viastcong would teke care of ony more of our offorts to "help" the Viat—

' 7'“am05u. So 1 sccepted the fellowship and weny back to my studies,

“In the rnonths that *ollow 2, I reprutted thet do cision acre ond nore. ns”fn“'

_'3protesus increased, veodle I admired j01n»d the struggle, and a lot of studentes
“went to jeil. I found it harder and harder to recnncile tz=king money from the

' Center with ths s synpethy 1 felt for their couse, t my finsmeial problens had
':"incrcdsed, and I had come to rely on the fellowship even mors., Since T wag une
- willing to give it up, I sizply withdrew frou the conf¢ict «nd tric to avoid .
thinking about the implications it had for Lee IR o

o That has zot worxud very well, The recent Ccnforeﬁée'on Scholarly Infégﬁity.
and University Complicity told mo very little I did not alreudy kmow about the

'i'Ceuter and the systenm of which it iz a part. Dut it reminded me thot once

again I have irmnlicuted myself in the DerpthEuiOL of some things I abhore. I

. amonot willi n; to dgmore that fact zay longer. I have conue"vluuod'iarulv To-
"nouncinu the fellowship, but that is not crough;. there were nmy tines ¢lida

I -could navc h@lnnu the strusgla tut kept silert; but I have not mord*y 2l

. ~etalned fzom the solution, I have been paru ol the vroblem, to use Bldrddge -
‘:C;onver'v worﬁ - Do comnensate Tor this, therefors, I intend to kﬁﬁb the

';_iblloWQHiﬁ and, until it is either. tcrmina*ad or expires, coniributs 4ll- Pro=

-¢oeds from it to the Southern Illinois Peaco Comuitteom—with the sole Stip-
;ulatio tnnt the monoy ba used cxc_usiv;ly to hulu s&t the C cnter renoved +'mm




.

this campus, ~ If tho SIPC choosos not to accent, I will look for a suiladle
substitute, In the event that nono can be found, I will notify you, and
youimay thea consider thio as oy letter of resignation, :

Many times in the vast year Douz Allen has served 2s an examnle of _
couraso and-dodication for a groad many studonts. The docicion of the Board
ol Trustecs to remove hinm from the University merely underlinos vhe corruption
~ that infects our oducational system at its coroe. TUntil now, ny owa actions

‘have not Deen consistent with my bwoliefs, but only with the conflicts.I have’
- feolt inside. I have used tho fellowship to pursue my own intercsts, Now I
- am putting it to the only usze thet Justifies retaining it., I only wisk that
I had had the strenzih to do this before. Lo S o E

Sincerely yours,

Lo T s L Jefirey/R. Long
oy A SN ‘Graduate Student
o e oo Community Development
‘cc:  Southern Illinols Peace Counmittee _
.- . SIU Committes of Concerned Asian Scholars



