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Chairman .of the CcmmitteE 
University Center fcr Internaticnal Studie! 

Athens, Ohic 45701 

~~ INTERUNIVERSITY SOUTHEAST ASIA COMMITTEE . . -......... -" ,. ~, '.,: 

Mr. H. B. Jacabini 
Directar 
Center. far Vietnamese Studies 
Sauthern Illinais University 
Carbondale, TlHnois 62901 

Dear Jack: 

November 30, 1970 

In regard ta yaur letter .of Navember 23, please knaw: 

(1) The VSCG is .officially assaciated with the Sautheast ASia Regian­
.al Cauncil. The Cauncil has endarsed a prapasal the VSCG has made ta the 
Fard Faundatian and expects ta assist the VSCG with m.odest financ:tal sup­
part in the manths ahead. I have nat used the term sub-connnittee as yau 
do in your letter because the terminolqgy is now being worked out ina 
new setbfbY':"laIQs. The new AAS constitution requires a re-working of 
hy';'laws and operating procedures all through the various sub-groups and 
constituent bodies 'of the AAS. But whatever terminology is finally de'· 
cidedon, the connection between the Southeast Asia Regional Council and 
the VSCG is real. 

,(2) The VSCC ca:nc into existence with the encouragem",nt of t.hE' ISAC 
Executive Committee (now the Regional Council). Vietnamese studies in 
the U.S. has been a concern of ISAC almost from its beginning. An earlier 
"sub-cQlllI1littee" on Vietnamese studies was chaired by (was really to be 
organized by) Dan Lev but never got properly or fully functioning. 

(3)Theideaof~n ":i.~v~stigad~n" was Joe Fischer's. He proposed 
an investigation at the February 1970 meeUng of the ISAC execuUvecom­
mittee •. The executive connnittee unequiv;ocally t:eJ.e.c.t.ed-tb.§.J;~!L!tl.~[L 

.1nvesti/?iation 
rr!!!l<ly ,very •.... ~ ~,..~ 
came to be and its purposes. The executiveconunittee decided ·to suggest 
that. the. VSCGmeet on your campus. An informal report from the VSCG on 
the SIU Center would be we1.come by the Executive Connnittee which w.ou1d 
then consider what further action if any might be taken. The executive 
connnittee was upset subsequently to 1.earn that Joe had left our February 
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meetirtg and gone to Carbondale and spoke of an irtvestigation. Joe sub­
'sequent1y,back-peda1ed from the word investigation. ' 

In summary, the VSCG and the Educational and Professional Develop­
ment Sub-Committee of the Southeast Asia Regional Council hav~ tl.g~"er 
had sanction fPQm-taa Southeast Asia Regional Council to speak of an 
investigation. 

I know that the VSCG will soon be discussing the SIU Center. I 
have takert the libetty of sending a copy of your letter and its enclo­
Buras together with this reply to John Whitmore for his information. 
I believe that the members of the VSCG l'lill need to arrive at some 
conclusions of the.ir_Q1'1Xlma):>ou!;",how the)Ls,tancLon certain questions 
ahd who speaks for them. ---,-' 

JNP/1s 

t(;...£R ____ 
orman Parmer 

Chairman, Southeast Asia 
'Regional Council 



Professor H. B. Jacobini, Director 
Center for Vietnamese Studies 
Southern Illinois University 
Carbondale, Illinois 62901 

Dear Jack: 

·"",Olficeof the Chairman of the Commiltee' 
d ";University Center for International Studies 
. :''-' Athens, Ohio 4570 I ' 

SOUTHEAST ASIA COMMITTEE 

November 25, 1970 

c. V. S. 

Thank you for your letter of November 4 and the enclosures. Iwas 
pleased to get your rather full documentation inasmuch as I had heard both 
directly and indirectly from various persons about the events of October 
23 and 24,. Judging from the remarks reportedly made by David Marr at these 
meetings. I need, to say something further about the position of the Southeast 
Asia Regional Council in this matter. 

As I had explained earlier, the Vietnamese Studies Coordinating Group 
was asked if it could hold one of its future meetings on the Carbondale 
campus. was 

asked to :~ii~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~c~o~n~d~u~c:t-ing a\l,~~~~~~~~~~[~ 
"'~-~~ a meeting product 

vie,~s and opinions of several have made visits there as indi-
viduals from time to time. It was agreed in February that if a statement 
wal!j fort,J:!,comt,t;lg ft;QIl) the VSCG it; w01,\,ldb,e cQi\s.iilered by what wasth.en th~ 
ISAC Executive Council (now the Southeast' Asia Regional Council) for what 
fu:rther action, if any, seemed desirable. 

Our Regional Council did not move very quickly in that the statement 
,by the members of the VSCG ·wascirculatedtothe Council members only in 

'lateAl.lgust or September; No responslis were receive,d by mail ,so thematt,er 
,wae,d>:lJsGussed Sit the combined, meeti ngof, ,t:he"Re!.jional 'Col.lnetl and the 'In t er­
university Southeast Asia Committee in Washington on November 7 and 8 • 

• The agenda of ,the Washington meetings was crowded, and in this circum­
stance approximately 45 to 60 minutes were devoted ,to the VSCG informal 
report and SlU's Vietnamese Studies Center in general. While I suppose a 
number of detailed points could, be made,it is fair, I believe, to sum up 

.." , , 
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by saying that there was considerable dissatisfaction among the larger body 
of 27 (the Council and ISAC together) with the way the statement by the four 
persons had been framed. It seemed to several persons present as a biased 
document, lacking criteria for the judgments that were offered arid especiall:), 
lacking in background information and documentation. 

At the same time, however, there was an equally strong feeling that some 
further discussion and action was necess~ry. The decision was m?de to return' 

(

the informal report to the VSCG and ask that they provide a statement wh;lch 
wpu1d provide consfderably porK lpfg.pnati9~~prohabJy aga1u~t a hckgrRJEld 
'If cri teriaJ,'?r es tab1fshi~ Vietnam~s_~ s tudies prograllls. John Whitmore, who 
is'Ehe chairman of the VSCG, will raise this matter with the members of the 
group at a meeting sometime in the weeks ahead. 

I 

U the. VSCG il!. willing to revise and expand the s.tatement or draft a 
new one, it is likely that the Regional Council and ISAC will wish t.O pub­
lish it in some form. This may be done in conjunction with information 
about new1y .• established Vietnamese studies centers at Cornell and Harvard. 
I do not, however, wish to prejudge what the Council and ISAC may wish to 
do. If the VSCG can provide a new statement or report in time for the Reg- ~ 

iona1 Council's next meeting in early February, I suspect that some decision 
will be reached at that time. 

Please let me add to this letter that. our Educational and Professiolla1 
Development Subcommittee has a new chairman. It is Professor Charles Keyes, 
who, as perhaps you know, is a faculty member at the UniversHy of Washing­
ton. . I hope very much that Joe Fischer will remain on the subc,omm:l,tt:e'e and 
that the subcommittee will be strengthened by some addiUonal members. 

Again, thank you for the materials which you sent to me. I will en­
deavor to keep you informed. 

JNP/1s 

cc: John Whitmore 
Charles Keyes 
Shirley Clarkson 

yours, 

orman Parmer 
Chairman, cSoutheast As,ia 

Regiollal Council. 



Professor Norman Parmer Assistant Dean of Faculties for International Studies Clubb Library 
Ohio University 
Athens, Ohio 45701· 

Pear Norm: 

November 23, 1970 

I am enclosing a proofed copy of Dav1.dt'!arr' a cOmlt.enta in the meeting held here by one of our local critics. 
It raises a question ~Ihich has also been rai.sed by Professor flca follo~;in<; his rClCE!nt !f,eeting \..-1 th the !,anguage Resources Subco!l1mi t tee. ! know t!lat this mus t be. a tired. Subject for you by nOI",l'iut itkceps.corr.ing up In one WllIY oranol:her and! think it desC'lrvea II (lefini ti ve ',;'ore. Is the VietnarnStudires Coordinating Group an official sub­cOl!\ll\ittecof the Southeast Asia Regiollal council or not? If so, hOI" did it come into e:ldstEmce? If not, how can s.omel of its' !l'.emb~!3 continuo to speak of it as an official and, by implication, it representative entity within .1I •• A.S.? 
If there is to be such a group· ."ithoffieia1 professional' weight there needs to be some discussions abol1t .its role, its method of selection, its thrust, and tho behavior of its·members in their official l:'ole. Ii on the.otberhand it is mereil.Y Rn association o'f;'ilbi:glit'$ch'OlAl:'S, ,none ·0£ its members S'llOUld purport to S'pea]otauttll);!rit;.l;f;i'!elyfo,rthe Re<,llol)a1CQul'lcil or for A.A.S. or for a Bubcornroittee of either. In this connection, I'm ai'raidt:hat Marrhas reall.y carried on in a very shoddy fashion which does credit to DO one. 

Although you have stated on several occasions that no such group has been authorized to investigate this Center, Hr. Ida" and his associates have continued. to pul)licly represent or imply. that their partisan activities constitute 
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~. a~t$QJ:liZ:Qd ,in~"'''+-i~,,,t.:\.on. 

I look for~lard to hearing from YClu at yr)ur convenience. 

Best 'fishcs. 

, Very sincerely yours, 

H. B. Jacoblni 
Dircctor 

'. 

P •. S. I am also enclosing II xeroxed item from to"e J\." .• 5. 
N~wslet.t8r ~':hich Is m,.,!'t interest inS- in JJ~htol' ;rOf'!. 
Fischer ":, antic!'). 
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November 4, 1970 

Profe3S0r Norman Parm0.r 
Assistant Dean of :Faculties 

fOl" International Studies 
Clubb Library, ()hio Univo;:rsi.ty 
nthen", Ohio 45701 

Dear l~o:r:m: 

1. unders'(;and that you' 
material disseminated here 1:' 
int'21gril;;y "con rerene·" "';lspeein 

I 'let encloS'inq 
marked in red. 

note tha i tt~m3 

I, n f~\ct, tho. (~.'on, r~jre,nc(') \1<lc1 only thl:"~c,~ AfJian e:q')crt:s, Barr, Hh.i.tmore andt·!Vmh. AI" ,gether it ,'las a fiasco. I believe, !la-'lever, e'l :\:. ~lhC!.t Ie r may he saying about the ISAC suhco:·-.,.J. ~ r,'-',:'''''·· .' ';rests that ho 13 clearly off-b • ". .. 1\ • f' "i . i . <ISO l.ll .. , l.;';'1>1'833J.011. w -;Jl. vl.ng. ..ny J.n _OJ:n,a'~ on ...... n en 

H3J/db 
E!1.C 1(.')'~ t!j~:)~1 

'Ie DIe in """":Iard to ~'lhat is going on \-,ould be much 

Very 3in,;o:l.'oly I 

,f:I .B. Jacobini 
Director, 


