


The basic unit of this program is the Revo-
lutionary Development team. Each team is
composed of 59 men and is armed for self-
defense, When a team arrives in a recently
secured area, it helps to establish local
security, identifies and weeds out any re-
maining Viet Cong, and initiates the develop-
ment program,’

Among the accomplishments of the pProgram
are: holding local elections of hamlet and vil-
lage officials by secret ballot, creating eco-
nomic development projects, and the fostering
of physical security,

One measure of the importance of this pro-
gram is the Viet Cong efforts to oppose it,
Nearly 400 attacks on Revolutionary Develop-
ment teams were mounted by the Viet Cong in
the first 5 months of 1967, at a cost to the
Communists of 506 known killed by Revo-
lutionary Development resistance, (The Revo-
lutionary Development program will be de-
scribed in a forthcoming Viet-Nam Information
Note.)

In connection with these efforts, the Govern-
ment has recognizedthe needtoprovide clearly
understood opportunities for those who have
been associated with the Communists to return
to the side of the Government. To this end it
has instituted two major programs of recon-
ciliation, The first of these is known as the
Chieu Hoi {Open Arms)program and the second
the Doan Ket (National Rec onciliation) program,

CHIEU HOI (OPEN ARMS) PROGRAM

The Chiey Hoi program began as early as
1963, In April of that year President Diem
announced an amnesty for those members of

- the Viet Cong ‘who would return to the side
of the Government, This ‘Program was initially
well received, and more than 5,700 Viet Cong
accepted the opportunity to return in the first
4 Znonths of the program {(May, 1 to August 31,
1963), C L

The unstable political conditions in the last
half of the year, along with Communist military
Successes, caused the number of returnees to
drop sharply, Only 1,400 Viet Cong returned in
the last 4 months of 1963, In 1964 fewer than
5,500 were returnees, .

With the arrival of large numbers of combat
troops from the United States and other allied
countries, the failure of the Communists to win
the promised quick victory, and the establish-
ment of a stable government in Saigon, the
number of defectors again increased, In 1965
more than 11,000 Viet Cong defected to the
Government, The number of defectors nearly
doubled again in 1966, to more than 20,000,
The first 3 months of 1967 show a large in-
crease, with 11,700 returnees as of March 31,

The Government conducts an extensive in-
formation campaign to attract returnees, Leaf-
lets, radio broadcasts, loudspeaker announce-
ments, drama teams, and folk singers are a
few of the means used to spread the Chieu Hoi
message,

During the truce for the lunar New Year,
Tet, the Government enlarged the campaign to
reach the guerrillas at a time when they were
considered most receptive to their appeals.
Many of the Viet Cong returned to their homes
during the holiday, The Goyernment pPropaganda
teams visited the home of each suspected Viet
Cong before the holiday and left an envelope

containing the New Year’s greeting of the

Government, a description of the Chieu Hoi
program, a safe-conductpass, and instructions
on how to defect, including a map showing the
route to the nearest reception center.

Before the holiday, the Government infor.
mation media had stressed the fact that the
Viet Cong were losing the war and that the
soldiers would all be in danger of being killed
if they remained in the Communist ranks,
Emotional appeals were made for the Viet
Cong to remain home aiter the holiday had
ended. The project continued for a week after
the holiday, providing instructions. on how to
defect for those soldiers who had returned to
their units and then decided to leave, The pro-
gram was successful, as shown by the large
numbers of returneesin Februaryand March of
1967 (see chart), A similar, though smaller,
project in 1966 had the same result,

Within the areas controlled by the Govern-
ment, the citizens are.asked to welcome any
Viet Cong who wishes to give himself up,
Soldiers and policemen are ordered to treat
returnees well and to take them immediately
to the nearest reception center, The Govern~
ment stresses the value of treating returnees
kindly, as their experiences may aid in recruit-
ing other Viet Cong, ’

Rehabilitation Under Chieu Hoi

- The Government has established reception
centers for returnees in ¢ach of the 44 main-
land provinces, in three autonomous cities, in
four regional locations, and in one national
center inSaigon, These 52 centers have a yearly
capacity of 45,000 returnees based. on six
2-month cycles, '

When the returnee, known as a Hoi Chanh,
arrives at a reception center, he is carefully
interviewed to _determine his sincerity in
coming over to the Government and to develop
information about the Viet Cong operations in
the area, He is given food, clothing, housing,
medical care if needed, and a cash allowance
for incidental expenses, If he has brought aleng’
weapons or significant documents, he is given
a cash reward, '
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VIET-NAM INFORMATION NOTES 3

Viet-Nam Information Notes is a new series of Department of State publications, Each paper
in the series summarizes the most significant available material on one important aspect of the
gitpation in Viet-Nam. Viet-Nam Information Notes are available from the Superintendent of
Documents, U.5, Government Printing Office, Washington, D,C, 20402, for 5¢ each {with a 25 per-
cent discount for quantities of 100 or more copies of any one Note mailed to the same address).
Remittances, payable to the Superintendent of Documents, must accompany orders,

- PRESENTLY AVAILABLE ...

1, Basic Data on South Viet-Nam (Dept. of State pub, 8195) surmarizes general information
on the land, people, history, government, and economy of the country,

2, The Search for Peace in Viet-Nam (Dept. of State pub. B196) reviews the efforts of individ-
‘uals, governments, and international bodies to bring about a peaceful solution to the conflict in
Viet-Nam, The policy of the Government of North Viet-Nam with regard to a peaceful settlement
is included. _ _ : S

3, Communist-Directed Forces in South Viet-Nam {Dept. of State pub, 8197) seeks to answer
such questions as: What is the Viet Cong? Who are its leaders? How is it related to party and
government organs of North Viet-Nam? What are the Communists’ objectives? Their strengths?
Their weaknesses? 7 . o )

4. Free World Assistance for South Viet-Nam (Dept. of State pub, 8213) describes the scope
of the international aid program for the Republic of Viet-Nam, It gives facts and figures about the
contributions of 36 participating nations (U.S. aid is not included—a separate Note is to be de-.
voted to that subject). . ' S o

5. Political Development in South Viet-Nam (Dept. of State pub. 8231} discusses South Viet-
Nam's steady progress toward an elected government.and representative institutions at all levels
of government. i C A o . .

6, Why We Fight in Viet-Nam (Dept, of State pub. 8245) describes the origin of the conflict
and the principal reasons for U, 5, involvement, . B
' 7. Viet-Cong Terror Tactics in South Viet-Nam (Dept, of State pub, 8259) describes the de-
liberate campaign ofterror by whichthe Viet-Cong hope:to.break the resistance of South Viet-Nam,

COMING SQOON ...

Several other Viet-Nam Information Notes will be available in the near future., Anticipated
subjects include ““The Legal Basis of the U,S, Commitment’’; ‘‘The Military Struggle’’; and
‘“Communist Aggression Against South Viet-Nam,”’ The Superintendent of Documents, U.S. Gov-
ernment Frinting Office, on request, will place individuals on its mailing list to receive Selected
United States Government Publications-a free, biweekly announcement of new publications, in-
cluding subsequent numbers of this series.
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