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VIET CONG TERROR TACTICS IN SOUTH VIET-NAM

*The hard-core professional terrorists who
dress and look like everybody else are the
biggest problem facing us now, The Viet Cong
are effective not because the people prefer
them, but because of terrorism,’’

— Ambassador Henry Cabot Lodge

In South Viet-Nam the Viet Cong are using
systematic and unrelenting terrorism as a
principal tactic for winning political power.
Its application takes many forms:

eGrenades lobbed into cars stoppedfortraf-
fic lights;

ePoisoned darts and needlesusedindark
theaters;

eDoors, drawers, and automobile engines
boobytrapped;

ePoisoned or contaminated bambooc and metal
slivers {punji) planted just under the surface
in the rice paddies where barefoot paddy
workers—men, women, and children--will step
on them;

eGrenades set in the night with trip-wires
across the common paths where peasanta and
schoolchildren walk in the morning;

eVillage leaders shot or beheaded;

eVillage men and boys kidnaped and forced
into Viet Cong military service;

eChildren taught to roll grenades into res-
taurants and cafes;

eVillages harassed night after night with
sporadic gunfire and loudspeaker taunts and
threats;

sNewspapermen assassinated;

eSchools and health stations bombed;

#Busloads of civilians blown up by electri-
cally controlled mines,

HANOI'S DECLARATION OF WAR

On March 13, 1959, in Hanoi, the Central
Committee of the Lao Dong {Communist) Party,
brought its aggression againet the South into
the open, The time had come tobegin the task
of ‘‘liberating the South,’’ it declared, and to
‘“‘struggle heroically and perseveringly to
smash the Southern regime,’”

South Viet-Nam was to be smashed by de-
stroying its non-Communist government ap-
paratus and non-Communist leadership-first
at the village level, then at the district and
provincial levels, Haneci thus ordered pub-
licly an open assault on South Viet-Nam,. Ag-
tually, the attack had begun much earlier, It
was to be based consistently on the calculated
use of terror, ' .

From the late 1950’a to the present, the de-
velopment of the National Liberation Front
{(NLF), the Communist-dominated front organi-
zation in South Viet-Nam (see Viet-Nam Infor-
mation Note #3, ‘‘Communist-Directed Forces
in South Viet-Nam’'), has been characterized
by the growing use of violence against Viet-
namese civilians. Early acts ofterrorismwere
mainly local and sporadic—largely assassina-
tions and kidnapings intended to eliminate cppo-
gition in the local leadership. In December
1962 the NLF issued orders for increased use
of terror,

TARGETS OF TERROR

The primary goal of Communist terror isto
break the spirit of the individual villager, It -
is violenceinhis own village—anassassination,
execution, or kidnaping--that best teaches the
peasant to fear the Viet Cong,

The priority targets of terror areé village
government officials, social or naturalleaders
in the villages, and Americans, in that order.
A survey of attacks against village officials in
the period January to October 1964 indicated
that in almost every case the 429 village and
hamlet officials assassinated and the 1,482 of-
ficials kidnaped were native to the villages in
which they were serving, and generally had
been chosen with the consent of the villagers.
They were not, as some have it, exclusively
Saigon appointees sent in from outside.

The assassination pattern appears to be di-
rected toward the very best and very worst
officials—~the highly popular and effective, and
the most corrupt and oppressive, By striking
down officials who are notoriously corrupt, the







- Most terrorists are young, and the most risky
agsignments of all go to teenagers, unless the
pProject is large and difficult enough to require
mature leadership. Some of the boys sent to
throw grenades into city crowds are as young
as 13,

VILLAGE HARASSMENT A FAVORITE
TACTIC OF THE VIET CONG

Harassing villages probably has been the
most common form of terror used by the Viet
Cong., The most common form of harassment
is small-arms fire. This tactic seldom re-
ceives much attention in the press or in official
reporting because of its apparent inconsequen-
tial results, ‘

Periodically guerrillas will approach a vil-
lage and fire into it half-a-dozen random rifle
shots, This alerts the defenders who cannever
be surethat a full-scale attack is not under way.
Word is radiced to the nearby military head-
quarters whose commander is then obliged to
decide whether the action is harassing fire or
an attack, and if an attack, whether an ambush
is its real purpose or whether it is a feint de-
signed to draw his unit away from the scene of
an actual attack elsewhere, Any guess he makes
is apt to be the wrong one,

The correct military decision, usually, isto
do nothing for the moment and await develop-
ments, This causes villagers to doubt that the
unit will aid the village if it actually is attacked,

The harassing fire may continue sporadically
for weeks, generally accompanied by nocturnal
-megaphone taunts, threats, and appeals, Some-
times after a few weeks of softening up, a full-
scale attack is launched,

Harassing fire. is cheap and can be employed
even by inexperienced guerrillas., It creates
a great sense of anxiety withinthe village, keeps
villagers awake at night, impairingtheir farm-
ing and normal daytime activities, And it builds
confidence within guerrilla ranks,

TERROR CAN BE SELF-DEFEATING

In the long run, the Viet Cong appear to be
hurt by their own terrorism. Most evidence
suggests that the gains won.through terror in
the early stages of the rebellion are increas-
ingly erased by the mounting bitterness of the
victimized people, : : ‘

In every measurable expression of public
opinion to date, the South Vietnamese people
have overwhelmingly voiced opposition to Viet

Cong rule, In spite of their natural desire for.

peace, the great majority indicate readinessto

continue the war until the Communist threatis.

ended,

Defiance of the Viet Cong has been demon-
strated more and more openly during the last
year, notably during the 1966 elections for the
Constituent Assembly and the 1967 elections
for village and hamlet officials. The Viet Cong
threatened punishment to all who participated
and acutally executed some participants, Dea=-
spite threats and terror, however, more than
80 percent of the eligible voters went to the
polls, This figure is about 20 percent higher
than the turnout in most American elections.

The Columbia Broadcasting System on March
21, 1967, devoted a epecialhour-longtelevision
program to an independent public opinion sur-
Vey conducted in South Viet-Nam for CBS by
Opinion Research Corporation, Princeton, New
Jersey., Nine out of 10 South Vietnamese, ac-
cording to this survey, believe they are better
off with the existing South Vietnamese Govern-
ment; 3 percent believe it does not matter
who is in charge; 7 percent expressed no
opinion; and none believed they would be better
off with the Viet Cong,

There can be little doubt that the absence of
support for the Viet Cong among the South Viet-
namese today results in large part from the
people’s reaction to a decade of calculated
terror. Terror was what respondents most
disliked about the Viet Cong in the CBS survey
of Vietnamese public opinion early this year
and late last year. ‘

In its summary ofthe Opinion ResearchCor-
poration study, the CBS report stated:

““The survey shows that contrary toa widely
held belief outside South Vietnam, its people
are not 50 exhausted and numbed by the war
that they no longer care which side wins, They
do care very much, They want peace, but not
at any price,”’

CIVILIAN VICTIMS OF VIET CONG TERROR

ASSASSINATED KIDNAPED
1958 200 : 250
1959 200 350
1960 1,500 700
1961 500 1,000
1962 1,700 9,500
1963 2,000 7,000
1964 1,800 9,500
%1965 1,800 : 8,500 ¥
1966 1,500 3,000'{!
(Through Oct, ~—
25) 11,200 39,750

Note; None of the above figures is considered
entirely ‘accurate, However, inasmuch as the
most common error made by local authorities
iz failure to report many specific acts of ter-
ror, the true figure would be higher thanthose
shown here.:
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Binh District of Quang Tin Province and ab-
ducted a school teacher and an inter-family
chief, The schoolteacher was murdered. .
March 16, 1967~ Before dawn a ' Viet Cong
platoon entered Thoi Son Hamlet in Ho¢ Mon
District, They awakened all the residents and
thpeatened- them  if they particapated in .the
forthcoming April electicrs, Four days latera
candidate forthe Trung My Tay Village people's
council was murdered as he opened the front
door of his home, An M-26 grenade, positioned
near the door, was detonated ashe stepped out.
A woman in'the house was wounded, = -
"March 17, 1967—Two Viet Céng terrorists
. armed- with ‘submachine guns broke into the
home of a Chau Than District policeman. They

murdered the policeman and eight civilian oc-

cupants of the home, fwe of whom were chil-
dren,

April 1§, . 1967 The village of Soui Chan in
Long Khan Province was overrun in a mid-
night attack, The relief force found six dead
civilians. Of these, five were Revolutionary
Development team workers, They had been
tied to poles and shot through the head, The
sixth person was burned beyond recogmtlon.
Village elections had been scheduled for the
following day,

May 24, 1967—An 18-year-old youth step-
ped on a Viet. Cong grenade trap and was
killed in An Dinh Hamlet, Tinh Bien District,

May 25, 1967—A 31-year-old woman was
wounded when she stepped on a grenade-trap

near her home in Long Duc Village, Chau Thanh
District. On the following 2 days two other wo-
men, one in Xuan Hiep Village and the other in
Binh Phuoc Village, Minh Duc District, were
similarly wounded.

May 27, 1967—Viet Cong entered Kim Chau
Hamlet in Nam Hoa District and took away the
former hamlet chief,

May 29, 1967—Viet Cong squad infiltrated
Dong Thien Hamlet in Huong Thuy District and
murdered one inter.family chief and a former
inter-family chief,

H__L'__lﬁ_()l— Viet Cong attacked Lo¢ Mai
Viilage in Phu Loc District and kidnaped six
civilians, -

May 30, 1967—Six Viet Cong at 1:00 a. m,
entered Duong Lao New Life Hamlet in Hieu
Duc District, They ordered refugees to leave
their new homes s0 they could be destroyed,
When the refugees refused to leave, the Viet
Cong shot two civilians; one survived,

May 31, 1967—Three Viet Cong grenades
were thrown into a civilian house while a wed-
ding party was in progress, killing five and

wounding seven, in Go Tre Village, Go Cong
Province,

June 1, 1967-—At 2:30 a. m. a Viet Cong
force attacEed sleeping Revolutionary Develop-
ment workers with grenades and automatic
weapons. Three Revolutionary Development
workers were killed and three were wounded,
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VIET-NAM INFORMATION NOTES

Viet-Nam Information Notes is a new series of Department of State publications, Each paper
in the series summarizes the most significant available material on one important aspect of the
situation in Viet-Nam, Viet-Nam Information Notes are available from the Superintendent of
Documents, U,S, Government Printing Office, Washington, D,C, 20402, for 5¢ each (with a 25 per-
cent discount for quantities of 100 or more copies of any one Note mailed to the same address),
Remittances, payable to the Superintendent of Documents, must accompany orders,

PRESENTLY AVAILABLE ...

1. Basic Data on South Viet-Nam (Dept. of State pub, 8195) summarizes general information
on the land, people, history, government, and economy of the country.

2. The Search for Peace in Viet-Nam (Dept, of State pub, 8196) reviews the efforts of individ-
uals, governments, and international bodies to bring about a peaceful solution to the conflict in
Viet-Nam. The policy of the Government of North Viet-Nam with regard to a peaceful settlement
is included.

3. Communist-Directed Forces in South Viet-Nam (Dept. of State pub. 8197) seeks to answer
such questions as: What is the Viet Cong? Who are its leaders? How is it related to party and
government organs of North Viet-Nam? What are the Communists’ objectives? Their strengths?
Their weaknesses?

4, Free World Assistance for South Viet-Namm (Dept, of State pub, 8213) describes the scope
of the international aid program for the Republic of Viet-Nam, It gives facts and figures about the
contributions of 36 participating nations (U,S, aid is not included—a separate Note is to be de-
voted to that subject).. :

5. Political Development in South Viet-Nam {Dept, of State pub, 8231) discusses South Viet-
Nam’s steady progress toward an elected government and representative institutions at all levels
of government,

6, Why We Fight in Viet-Nam (Dept, of State pub, 8245) describes the origin of the conflict
and the principal reasons for U, S, involvment,

COMING SOON ...

Several other Viet-Nam Information Notes will be available in the near future, Anticipated
subjects include ‘‘The Legal Basis of the U.,S, Commitment’’; ‘‘National Reconciliation in South
Viet-Nam'’; “‘The Military Struggle’’; and ‘‘Communist Aggression Against South Viet-Nam.''
The Superintendent of Documents, U,S, Government Printing Office, on request, will place indi-
viduals on its mailing list to receive Selected United States Government Publications—a free, bi-
weekly announcement of new publications, including subsequent numbers of this series.
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