


In North Viet-Nam, the Communists consoli-
dated control by police-state methods, Almost
all of the North Vietnamese area wad under
Viet Minh control at the time of the Geneva
settlement, As the French withdrew and reifu-
gees fled scuth, He Chi Minh's government
smothered all opposition. There was a major
" purge in 1956, during which about 50,000 were
killed and twice that number imprisoned, Once

ntrenched in th rth, Hanoi sought to
expand ite power by taking over the South, Its
chief political instrument was the Lao Dong
Party, the Communist Party of both North and
South Viet-Nam until 1961,

ORGANIZING FOR SUBVERSION: 1955-1362 |

The Viet-Nam Fatherland Front

A front organization known as the Viet--

Nam Fatherland Front was established in 1955
with headquarters in Hanoi and with unifica-
tion with the South one of its objectives, The
Front program lashed out against the "handful
of traitors who have sold out to Arnerican im-
perialism,' and stated"Americanimperialism
is the chief enemy.," The Fatherland Front
never won gignificant influence in South Viet-
Nam, nor did the first several hundred Com-
munists who had gone North in 1954 and were
now infiltrated back into South Viet-Nam,

The National Liberation' Front (NLF)
A; the close of 1960, author1t1es in Hanoi

f n a
front organization to be based in the South,

and to be known as the National Liberation
¥ront (NLF), The NLF'sprogram was forecast
in a resolution of the North Vietnamese Lao
Dong (Communist) Party third congress in
September, stating that one .of the strategic

tasks of the Vietnamese revolution was ''to-

liberate South Viet-Nam frorm the ruling yoke
of the U.S, imperialists and their henchmen."

In describing the forthcoming National Lib-
eration Front, the Lao Dong Party resolution
stated: "'The front must carry out ite work in
a very flexible manner in order to rally all
forces that can be rallied, win over all forces
that can be won over, neutralize all forces
that should be neutralized, and draw the broad
masses into the general struggle against the
U,5,-Diem clique for.the liberation of the South
and the peaceful reun1f1cat1on of the father-
land,'

Hanoi felt it could coun’t on support from a
variety of groups in the South, Most important
were those entrenched Communists from the
vViet Minh who had not gone North after the
Geneva agreements, As Communists, they owed
special loyalty to ‘Ho Chi Minh, Some of them

still controlled some rural areas which re~ '
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,smted government authority, Others had mere-

ly gone.underground,
Other’ potential recruits were rural peas-,

ants who feared that the new regime in Saigon
~would bring increased taxes, increased rents,.

and few benefits, Some members /pf the shat-
tered Binh Xuyen, Cao Dai, and Hoa Hao groups
wished to continue their fight against Diem,
Finally, some people who at first had wel-
comed the increasingly authoritarian Diem
regime were turning against it,

The National Liberation Front was carefully
designed to appeal to members of all these’
groups,
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The People’s Revolutionary Party (PRP)
Learning from the failure of the Viet-Nam

_Fatherland Front, Hanoi kept tight controls on -

the National Liberation Front by building it
around trusted Communist Party members, At
the heart was to be the so-called People's Rev-
olutionary Party (PRP), a new name for the
Communist Party in Scuth Viet-Nam,

In November 1961 a secret central comrmittee
resolution of the Lao Dong Party provided for a
new Peoplets Revolutionary Party inthe South,
stating: '"First of all, it must be clearly under~
stood that this is only a mname :change...the
party segment in South Viet-Nam ig a segment
of the Lao Dong party under the leadership of
the party central comm1ttee, headed by Chair--
man Ho,"

" Public announcement of the format1on of the :
PRP was made inearly 1962 by the NLF to.give.
the false impression that the PRP had-been.
formed within South Viet-Nam, The:southern
branch of the Lao Dong Party quietly faded'as
its members shifted to the PRP,
















outside the cities what a Vi-et Cong _-g’ov:rern-"_

ment would mean, The old slogan of unifica-
tion with the North appearstohavelostmuch of

its appeal in South Viet-Nam, not only for the

refugees who have fled the North, but also for
the native southerners who have seen Com-
munist terror first-hand in the South, .
Twelve years of post~colonial government
have provided the South Vietnamese with in-
creasing experience in some of the positive
attributes of independence. Reaction to Com=
munist methods has contributed to growth of
democratic aspiration. The populace has used

the. ballot box, despite Viet Cong threats. It

has chosen its ownprovincial governments and,
in September 1966, its own National Constitu-

‘tional Assembly, braving Viet Cong attempts

to prevent successful elections.

Despite these trends, the PRP, the Front
and the rest of the Viet Cong, as well as the
North Vietnamese Government, continue to
predict victory for their forces, However, the
claim of a quick success, still made aslate as
1965, has largely been replaced by declarations
of Communist willingness to carry on the
campaign indefinitely, :
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