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HIGHLIGHTS 

The Vietoaaese peaaant lives in a I5IIIll world l1lll1ted b.r the '-­
boo hedge around his village. He is. aware of his traditional histoq 
but his first loyalty is to his faily. The peasant's spiritual IiOr14 
is large and alive with the spirits of nature and of all oreatures who 
lived before, particularly his anoestors. 'lbese lIWIt be propitiated 
at his family and village alters with the aid ot spirit specialiete 
who guide h1a. through lite's crises. Most peasants are alllO at leaat 
nomina]], Catholio, Cao Dai, Haft. Haa or more usually Buddhist. While 
lII&n;Y resorting ocoasionally to the Buddhist poIIOda have not alwe;ys 
considered thl!lllSel ves Buddhists. Buddhist awareness has grown. 

Face is all iDlportant but tace concerns appearances, not truth or 
morali ty_ The peasllIlt is not a IIOralist and considers tlerlbili V 
IIOre illlportant than fixed principles. Peasant aspirations have risen 
becauee of lII&n;Y prolllises made bT both the Viet Cong and the governMllt. 
The peaaant now expects change and WllIlts a better lite. 

Vietnameee life is oriented to the taily which is the rel1ciou.l, 
social, economic and political unit and provides securitT for its 
a .. bers. 'lb. VietnMeae WOIIaD is ver;y influential both in the tailT 
and in the lII&l'ketplace. 

The Viet COIl& have devoted enomous ettorte to winn1ll« the 
peasants who provide the bulIt ot their econoaic support and _pover. 
CtlWIwiat propaganda 111 tailored to meet individual and local wants. 
The Viet Cong tirst used terrori8111 to create a Robin Hood illlllge bT 
eliminating corrupt otficials. More recently terrori .. has beCQIIB less 
d1acrilllinating and harsh Viet Cong aethods are increasingly alienating 
the peasants. 

Peasants rarely see newspapers or ..,.zines and tew have radios, 
consequently word-of-lllOuth ~ications are important. The leading 
village opinion-lllOulders are teachers and local officials. Because his 
life is dull, the peasant can IIOst easily be reached bT aeeting his 
deSire tor enterteinasnt, but he prefers traditional types. He is !lOst 
responsive to cOllllllllllications he can understand in local IUld personal 
tel'lllll • 
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THE VlETlfAMESI PKASAII'll HIS PSYGHOLOCiICAL 
WORLD AliD NEAlIS (lI' COIIlIRICA'1'IONS 

Despite rapid incre8Bes in urban populat1on rroa retucees tleelar 
Viet Cong terrorilllll and the ebb and flow of hattIe, Viet-1f8lll l'I!III.III1ns 
preponderantly niTal. rour out of five Vietn8lllese oontinue their 
traditional wlij' of life close to the soiL It is llainly frma these 
peasant _sses that both the Viet Cong and the Government of the Repub­
lic of Viet-Kalil draw their fightiIli lllen. The peasant too is the prilIe 
tareet of both Viet Cong propaganda and government information and 
ps;ycholo«ical operations progr8lllB Other significant groups,including 
students, intellectuals and urban workers,remain secondary. It is 
ilIlportant, therefore, to ex8llline this group to see What it thinks and 
desires and the communications pattern within this segment of the 
population: 

The~l World of the Peasant 

The peasant's world is saall, extending little beyond the cluster 
of h8llllets forming hia village. If his village has a merketplace, he 
has little reason t.o travel far Rarely will he visit the District 
oenter, still more rarely the Province capital. He III8iY neYer go to 
Saigon, thou«h he III8iY have relativ'3s t!!.ere who oooasionally COlle hOlle 
to visit. 

'oraer ly it was said the lllpe'ror' ~ law ended at the bamboo hqe 
aroUftd the villaae Within that hedge the village was alJIost autooo-
WlUS, .. self-contained little at.te ruled bf its village oOWlo11 of 
100allJ' naed villflle not.blea. '1'011111 the villace chief is usuall;, 
eeleoted bf the central goveraa.nt and the cOWl011's powers and pres 
tile have been eroded bf French, Japanese, Viet Minh and the Diem 
reg1aes &II well as bf the Viet Cong. Still, the village cOWlcil 
l'tIIIains a fooal point of local adII:lnistration and cOllllUJlications. Its 
.-bel'S also often adainister co_IDa] lands that help support the 
local governaent and the villflle tutelar,y cult and aid needy orphans 
and widows without faailies, 

The peasant gives little ellegiance to the district, provincial 
or Saigon governaents, ProYinces and districts have been altered so 
orten the peasant aa.y not II!oow their latest IlllIIIlS. He IIIBY have a 
generalized allegiance toward the area in which his dialect is spoken, 
but tllis is eltpressed aainly as antaconiID towards outsiders, such as 
re~. rroa the Borth. 

Within his 1IIIIIIl1 village world, the peasllllt really trusts few 
people _ bis furlly and perhaps a few friends and nei,bbors. He 18 
suspicious of stran,ers Pro. 10", experience he distrusts officials . 
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The higher the officials, the more danger they bring to hilll. 

Heroes and Loyalties 

The peaf~t has little consciousness of Viet-Ham as a nation, 
though he is aware he is Vietnamese as distinct frolll his Khmer (Cas­
bodian), Lao, Chinese, or Kontagnard neighbors. From infanC)' he has 
heard tales of Viet-llam's ancient past. He knows of' Hung Vuollf, 
legendary f'ounder of the nation, of the Trung sisters and Le toi who 
fougbt the Chinese, of' Tran Hung Dao who defeated the Moncolll and 
otherll vho conquered Chams and IDmIers in Viet-lf.' s ezpanBion BOUth­
ward from Tonkin These stories have fed hill sense of racial 
superiori ty lven the French a:w:' Allerican, despite their technical 
knowledge, he considers as crude in the niceties of human relatione. 

The peasant' () loyal ties IQ first to his famil,y, then to his 
Village and to a lesser dagree to his resion and his race. He has 
virtually no patriotil!ll!l or nationali_ in the western sense. For over 
a century, no governllent has g1 ven him IlUcb reaBOn to ~ t hilll8elf. 
Yet, it is this co~tment both the Viet Cong and the Government are 
now asking 

Spirits. Tigers. stars and Dragonll 

In contrast to his saall ~lIioal world, the peasant's IIpiritual 
world 100lIl11 large This world _ with spirits _ .. spirite of his 
anoeetors and of all who lived in the past and the spirits of 
departed aniIIIals of land and sea, eapeoiall,y those dangerous in life, 
such as tisers There alBO are the spirits of nature, of the rivers, 
~cks and trees and ooeanll whiob obscure tbs line between animate aDd 
inanimate . 

.lll of thelle spirits IIlq do good or nil and the peasant IIUst 
propiUete thelll with offerings, oe~nies and cults tbst are apart 
from and overlap the religioull lIects Moet ilIIportant to the peasant 
are the spirits of his ancestorll who live with hill in hill house as 
part of his !i\"ing family They are honored and propitiated not onl,y 
t'or their supernatural powers, but also beoause they are loved ones. 
The dead are buried and their graves IlUBt be tended, but they are net. 
in the full w~liIte'M1 sense, "dead and lODe· The peallant thus doell not, 
completely distinguish between the liVing and the dead. 

The family !tlle1f' is thus a little cult with the eldest male all 
its high priest He IlUst lUke offerinls of food an. wine and i.old 
cet'emoniell st the fwl,y altar that dalinates the IIIII.1n roOIII of eve17 
home Each generation IIUst produoe IIOOS to tend the dead BOulll who 

• 

• 

• 

otherwise must wander homeleslI forever Ha.eless spiritll are danceroull • 
and are prop! Uated with orteringll outllide the bome or Village to 
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discouragE' them froID ente.:-ing National and village heroes, even 
famous rogues, have ,;hri ne~ and cul tsu From IIIIIDng the~e each vill. 
has a tutelary spirit t.h"t is tended by villqe leaders as a civic 
dut;y. 'rhe.!li!:!!! or "l'lIIIDunal temple housing the al. tar to this guardian 
spirit often is an ~port~~t meeting place for conducting village 
business or social events 

Apart from the spirit world are higher cosmic influences. Each 
person lives under the influence or the star that was the dominant 
cosmic for~e when he w~s born B.y consulting his horoscope in an 
almanac the peas~mt me,}' plot his path through the conflicting cosalc 
forces For a fee, viJlage astrologers, palmists, and soothsayers will 
advise on the prop1tious t~e for any action Other specialists will 
perfonn the rituals needed to brIbe or manipulate the spirt ts and 
natural forces ' 

The peasant·s mother earth, Viet-Nam, he views as a great dragon 
through whose veins flo" natural forces. When he builds a house, 
constructs & ki t.-hen or buries his dead, the peasant calls on special 
ists to avoid cuttinG the dragon's veins and to use the forces to his 
advantage. 

Happiness in Harmony 

To the peasant, papplness, good fortune and health result from a 
bEJance of all physi~al., spirt tual and cosmic forces Sickness III8Y 
result rrom an imbal~nce or from the flight of one of the three souls 
and nine spirits inhabiting his bolly" To restore his health he III8Y 
resort to both Chinese drugs and modern medicines or he may calIon 
sorcerers fond magl ·:'i ans to exorci se evil forces and call back the 
erring souls or spirits Any or all methods may be used if they can 
be affordt>d. 

Harmony is the sou"~", of good, When physical, spirltual and 
{'.osmic forces a1"'(' h,H"llllmiously balanced, all is well. Evil, bad 
health. natural. "",>I,omi" or political disorders all result from lack 
of hannony 1" hlJBI&" "vnduct, therefore, the peasant seeks the "middle 
path" of COht'Ul'l hf. "hanl(mious middJ" We,}' between all extremes of 
conduct 

Cathol~cs. Cao Dai, HOB Hao and Buddhists 

No accurate religi0us census is likely to be taken soon in Viet­
Nam A typical p<!'!1sant ma,y at various times resort to Buddhist, 
Taoist, Confud&n or animist 1'i tes and practices. He considers these 
PlUtually ~ompl(,lUentalJ'. not ('onf] icting Relatively few peasants fully 
iden 1.1 t'y themllel V"" wi th one sect to the exclusion of the others, 
except for ('~tho1 i p :.;, Cao Dai and Hoa Hao In the mountains tJome 
900,000 tribesmen rem"h largely animiet., uninfluenced by the more 



sophisticated pr"ct,i"t'., ·Jf r,he ethnjc Vietn&Jaese wl.c live almost 
entirely bela,", the J(,C f"ot bl! <t,ljj€, lev"l 

Chri stianl ty, 1861:1.1) CatI.olJ ct., now h$S over 1t 1II111ion adher­
ents of whoa L~ arp lefugees froa the North Mes~ a~ scatt~red in 
villaltes allover Viet-Mall Many villages are enUrti,y Gatho.l.1e IlId 
I50me migrated en Iiass!'! \o'~th theiir prlests fTQIII the 1fItrt)j thr1st!l.an1ty 
requires its Ildherents to nhun traditional rel~iolUl rituals. yet, 
lIaIly local Jlrb.ctires h,,"e found eccC'lDllle(iat1on, V1l1llie tu-telary 
spirits becose b.pp~prist~ saints The ancestor altar dQlinetinc the 
peasants m&in, or perhsrs only, room becO'IJes a Clltht>lic shrine where 
prayers lIIay bf. said f" r th,. dead 

Tbe rae J!li unci Ho" F,.n sects, each claiming ever 'Olle mllion 
follGlwers, are ::\pl i 1. ill to several !tUb '!lectl! loth develope' in Villt­
Nam I'I.lld ",(> hi,lll)' P',~".1i(' Cdt' Bai mixes elemeuts of Christianity 
and the ~e1i&iG)I\s f) f c'hin" Idld 1 (,dia Hoa Hao is II local revelation 
of mnayanll l!ulitlhiSll. 

The bulle of tne pelOs&nt population, a1»ut. •• , are ela11lled b,y 
Buddhist lea~ers .. 13 adherents of Bwldhll111. This daia IIdgbt be 
disputed by many p~asants ~h. ao not call themselves luddh1sts merelf 
because they occasionally seek Buddha's sis in Ii. crisia. Apart rra. 
the Hoa Hac. those pr,,(:ttc1ng Buddhist ri tea laq be diVided between 
the ethnic Khmers wi:o are devoteea of Hi Uq&ll8 (Thereva4a) BuddhiBII 
(.ilso practiced '\n nelghboring Cambodia. ws ond Thailand) and the 
ethnic Vietna:aese who fo.11ow se'i1er.u 100£Oe11 org&nt zed versions of the 
Chlnese-influen,ed Mb.h .. yanl1 Buddhism.. 

Popular awarcnss,' of l'Iuddhilllll increased particularly with its 
injection tnto po:iiti.'g .. nder Diem. Mbny Buddhist lesderfl then 
h"~leved Catholi"", we-e r .. vored by the Diem government At the s_ 
time thal'e hss bt>en b gencr'al resurgence of Buddbism .. a .. national 
r"rca i!!e8inning ill ~}lA d ties. partt"ularly in Hue. Buddhi st aware-
NeSIl hilS spread 'sl'~·.ly ilS _nlFa wi th new trllir,ing and poli tical 
conaciousness 1IIOved out into vUlage paCQd.s Since each pagoda is 
autGn&IIOUS, tl'ere is no cle(,r way for villagers to screen the monks 
who cOllie W ee1"'l" thei r needs Consequently, Viet Co~ posing as 
monks occasi~~ly infiltrat~ the paIPd&S The Catholics, Cao ~ai 
and HOB H6\o have been more lOloIare of VIet Cong l0als and tbua more 
res1et.ant cO infiltratlGr, 

Face 1 s illlj)Ql'tB!~ t to the psasllIlt as to al.l East Asians Face 
invol vas lIll.in".:aoif,ing .. ppear~nces, 'but tf' gore comJ!ll1cat~ and important 
in the JI'./Ist th~n in fhp W,.·st The land10rd 1IIII;V eX)lloi t his tenants, 
the ofricia} his publl~ e)".rgps, and the village merchant all who coae 
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into his power, but no D18n should totally destroy aIlott.er In an argu­
ment or civil suit, fJ vic k,y must not be pl'eDseti to the point where 
all face is lost.. A .;omf'romi"" acC'!ptatle to both !!iCles is the ideal 
solution Whel'e race is lost there .::an be no ha.r1llCn'ly and hW'llOll7 is 
IIOre important. than abotrad. principles "f justice The peasant sees 
IDBlI.Y shades betwe.,n bl .. ck and white and between ri«ht and wronr. 

Face coneems "ppearances, not truth The Vi1la.ecr admires suc­
cessful lying, clev,:r' di ssiJllulatl.on, obliqueness of eltpression IIOre 
than frankness. He may lose face by telling a truth that hurts and 
gain face by 11 pleasant 1 ie. A big lie may gain faco by its brashness 
The Communists .• r'e not necess&.rily discredited by exaggerated claims 
of the planes they sr,,><'t d0wl1 or <\.merie-ans they kill They may gain 
face since even tile Americans admit they are losing men and planes. 

Truth is relat.ive The peasant's ar.swer to a direct question, 
especially when asked by an official, will aim to satisfy or please the 
inquirer, He expects this to be antiCipated, however, with qUestiQns 
posed accordingly. Thus, the "trut,h" must be encircled with a CIlllOU­

flage of irrelevant qu~stions that will avoid loss of face if the truth 
is distasteful 

The peasant ill' not Ii moralist. He rarely will take an unyielding 
stand on principle Flexi.ili ty, suppleness, nbending with the lolind,­
he admires more than firmness He does not lose face by changing sides 
since consistency is not expected, Desertion is not treachery when 
personal or family intere~ts are at stake Honesty ~ be the best 
policy but strict honesty is a virtue for saints, not ordinary mortals. 
The peasant prefers honest officials but is grateful if their (Taft is 
not too creat, He adaires cleYer dishonesty and views strict honesty 
as a little stupid Yet, while acceptiD« ~raft in public orfice as 
normal, the peasant usually will be honest in personal relations with 
persons he knows well 

HQpes and Aspirations 

In the past the peasant·s aspirations were neither high nor coa­
plex He wanted to be left alone to Ull his fields, to 11 ve his 
traditional life and venerate his a~cestors But, increasingly he is 
less easily satisfied Viet Cong and goverr.ment propaganda have led 
hill) to expect more He wants land, a hetter home, more material 
comforts, ,~ducation for his children and social and legal justice 

While basically conservative, he hbs grown ac('ustomoo Lo change. 
Most. del ta lands have ~one lJIld .. r cuI ti vatiorl 1n the past century, 
Hundreds nf villages have been founded only" few decades "1;0 fmd 
thousands of hamlets huv~ been resettled during the recent. war years 
Moreover, nearly 900,lXJV people are r"rugees from tt.e North and other 



hUlldreds of thousands are currently refugees froll Viet Cong terroriSll. 
Thus, millions of peasants have learned to accept new w~s in new 
places and reslstan~e to techn!cal innova~ions has been lowered. 

The peasant is practical Bespite the world of spirits he 
propi till.tell, he ill vi tally concerned wi th earthy things He wants a 
better life and will accept aid in getting it. but too often both the 
Viet Cong and government officials have lied to him and he resents it. 
Now he believes mainly what he sees 

The FaPdly and Social Mobility 

Vietnamese society is faPdly-oriented and essentially classless 
The peasant sees his interests in terms of his faPdly Social levels 
exist, but they are not fixed and there is genuine social mobility A 
single extended family ~ cut across 811 social levels Vietnamese 
history tells many stories of poor peasant boys who became high 
offic:ials. 

Kich absentee landlords live a world apart in Saigon, but within 
the village differences between the life of the poor and the more 
prosperous are small. There is a gradual shading from the simple 
woven bamboo hut of the farm l&.borer through the more substantial 
houses of the tenant farmer or SIIIal.l land owner to the small landlord's 
solid house, perhaps with a tile roof. Working in the field in shorts 
or black paj ama·-like suits, the peasants look alike, though in the 
evening the more prosperous may wear a garment of better material. 
Despite CamBunist propag&.nda, no~ there is little friction between 
the peasant and the landlord 

Held together qy the ancestor cult, the faPdly is the ~ocial, 
economic and poU tical UlIit. FaPdly al~egiance supersedes all other 
calls. The f8llily IlIUst care for its own sick and indigent. Conversely, 
when one member prospers, he is expected to help his faPdly rise with 
him The faPdly rathe1" th&.n the individual. is the adlllini strati VB UlIi t 
of the ,overnment Traditionally the eldest male held nearly absolute 
power his f8lllily's internal affairs. This power has diminished, but 
Vietnamese law still treats the f8llily as a UlIit in IIIIiIO' matters. 

The Peasant's Wife 

Technically subservient to the will 'of their fathers or their 
husbands, Vletnamsse women actually enjoy a large voice in the taally. 
In business matters, they are more &g!ressive than their husb&nds. 
While publicly assuming the sul:m1ssive attitude society requires, the 
peasant woman ~ be the real driver of her family ~he also may be 
an iIIIportant provider throuth her lIal'ket place activities. Most 
village shopkeepers are women and a&n1 build and sanaee considerable 
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businesses, while their hus1tands till the fields or tend to village 
affairs. Woaen also are active in saall local sslf-help associations. 

Because of their importance in peasant societ" womsn are priM 
tarptll for infol'lllation pre,rlUl8 and P81choleg.l.cal eperations. ThroUlh 
the WOIIIen, husbands and sons can be sffectlvel;y influenced. It should 
not be overlookad that women otten have served the Viet Cang well and 
'WOllen could be ve'q useful to ths Govermaent it reached by properl;y 
directed appeals 

The Peasant and the Viet CoI!B 

The Viet Cong s83 the peassn.ts are the sea in which the eo-mieu 
swim. They have devoted enormous effort to wooing the peasants who 
provide the bulk of their fightinc power and economic support and a 
large part of their cadre. Without doubt, the majority of peasants 
supporting the Viet Cong have little understanding of comraunism, but 
they are devoted to what they understand its cause to be. 

Viet Cong propaganda has been hig.b.l;y effective, mainly because it 
is ailI.ed to ful.£ill the peasants needs and desires. liso, it has been 
hi«hl;r localized in appeal and deli VlI'q. The peasant is promised land 
and in some areas is given the land of absentee landlords. Viet Cong 
propaganda cadre li VlI among the J¥lOple and go from house to house 
taU::ing to each resident to persuade them to support the Viet Cong 
cause. Viet Cong terrorism is used as the ultimate persuader - to 
elillliDate the recalcitrant opponent, the grafting official or the offi­
cial who serves the government too well, and to convince the undecided. 

At first,the terrorists assassinated notoriousl;y bad officials and 
so gained a Robin Hood type of image. The Colllll\lllists capitalized on 
governaent errors, such as its failure to rep83 the costs of forcad 
resettl_nt or to provide promised clinics and other services. They 
successfull;y contrasted the misconduct of government officials and 
troops with their own tighter diSCipline and IIIOre scrupulous treatment 
of the peasant Onl;y ~ as they gained firmer control of areas 
and IIIOVed into larger scale war did the Viet Cong expose their true 
face as harsh masters As Viet Cong needs grew, and with them their 
confidence in victo'q, so did their demands on the peasant. Now. their 
taxes ma.y be over ,or; of the crop and evs'q peasant boy faces conscrip­
tion. Roads to market towns are cut and local prices skyrocket from 
shortages and from Viet Cang aSeell81118nts. Increasingl;y Viet Colli 
terrorism has extended to senaeless wholesale murder of women and 
children b;y bombings of buses and even churches. 

Thsss trends have gradually alienated the pessante At !lOst, onlJ 
a 1!III8.l1 percentllf,e were eYer fully committed, thA others going aiollC 
passively because they had no choice and no adequlltu alternatIve in the 
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I)i_ soverment- Now, hundreds of thousands .r peasants in all part. 
of the country are fleeing into gol'ernaent-held areas-. Often they IIOve 
to escape a Co~st 70ke they have found lIIOre onerous than the worllt 
ailllgOvenaent under liallo Many are only fleeing fI'Olll possible bombing 
or sbelling b,y the government, yet the Viet Cong frequently are blllllled 
for inviting this destruction by usiIl! the vill&«es as bases. But the 
DASS flight of peasants from the Viet Cong does not mean they are 
coDDitting themselves to the government. The greatest majority of 
people will go to whichever side they believe will give them a better 
deal Increasingly this appears to be the government. Commi tJnent in 
the well tern sense should not be expected. It will cOllie only after a 
long educational process and possibly only with a new generation. 

What is being achieved as a result of the peasant's experiences lUlQ 
the government information programs is growing awareneS:;I by the peasant 
that ,," at the government is doing and can do for him is better than any 
deal he will receive from the Viet Cong. This is done pragmatically. 
Many thingll are being done for the peasant, but he does not become 
aware of them automatically in terms of personal benefits. These 
improvements need to be explained to the peasant in the right context 

• 

or he will take them for granted. On occasions the Viet Cong have even 
taken credit for government impro~nts when the government's publicity 
was inadequate However, field experience shows that when the peasant • 
is made fully aware of all his IOvermunt is doing, Viet Cong propaganda 
is undercut and Viet Cong morale is depressed. 

('P.IlP' cat1en '!On« the Peas!U}t-g: 

The averqe peaeant rarely eees newspapers or aacazines. Most 
cannot read or read only with difficulty However, those who read and 
receive papers and magazines are iaportant in spreading news. There 
are few private radios, although many hUllets have received community 
receivers. Anyone with a radio is also a news disseminator. 

Since illiteracy ill cooaonplace, the peasant expects to receive 
most infomation through informal word-ot'-mouth channels. The grape­
vine grows fast and rumors or news spreads orally with unbelievable 
speed. Among the news spreaders are the horsecart drivers, peddlers 
and others moving about the countryside. 

Especially iDlportant for opinion-moulding are the teachers, local 
officials, and older people with local prestige stemming from their 
education and wiadom The latter group ~ include the village 
councillors who also help distribute government propaganda and collect 
int'ormation on local affairs and individuals While the government has 
increased its efforts to cOllllllUnicate with the villages and hem1ets 
throurh paid i nrormation personnel, their qUIi!j ty find eff"cti v" .. "ss 
remains low. The village councillors still "Ilrry mor'" l'r""tl r," lill 
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1nt'ox.t.1on-JIUrV'I1Ora ... opinfoa -""].'11'11. JIee&II8e et tb1. iDtJl' ..... 
tbe.Y have been aade specilll tarptI for net Colli tel'1'Ori •• 

UDder the M_ COvermlllnt, the peo)lle were tivi'" 1Dto fiw-­
taail7 BMUJls to prollOte wllUtual cooperatioa· and ·CO!M!mal soJJ,qri1r.· 
Theae were used to disselllinate news and govel'llllUlnt orders. 1I&ab If'INP 
also ser .. as a local ass~ aDd vas IlBed to oraanize ~ 
4_DBtrationa or Dleeti.n8s. Wbile DO lancer reqw.rM, the atructure 
st.1ll cste in IIa1'l1 areas and serves the c~nn1 cations process am. 
the peasants. 

Since the peasant'a lite ia dulJ., he 1a n.:rvM for antertaJ..rilellt 
He can be reached .ost read:1:q l:y t3 1Unc t.h1a want. Ie v1ll al".,. 
watch a .ovie, thoUCh he prefers those with antert.1 J1M1!t content ,eared to hia inte1"llsts. He likea war IIOvi •• , perhaJIII bec .... h. ClaD 
idantii)' with tha. H. en.f01s traditional plqs and DlUlio, but Il00II1011 
teate vari •• in diff_t parts of the caunt::y. 'theatrloal cd -a. 
oal perfox.noes are lIOat eftacU.,. when looal.laecl. The ,.uant vUJ. . 
listen to Batson troupea aDd their lIOdern1aecl fare, but he prefer. the 
tr.d1tional. Bill8inl and pl.q1zIg _siOal inatruMnts are popW.ar 
puU- the(!. pnists have lUde use ot 8Xten.ively ~ giVins a prep. 
pnda content to all their songs at «rOUP gatberillia • 

ViIlWll ... terials tor the peasant vU1 be IIOst er-tect.1.,. wheD tbII 
Masap clearl;r concerns the pedlUlt' a intere,ta and the 1.l.luatrat1all 
tells the ato1'1 witlwut requiring the lise or 't.eo1ati. IIlq text uaed lIMIt 
be .i.aple. Vietnamese teste in colors should prevail, though the, ...., 
seem odd to western eyes. Traditions IllU8t be care.t'U1lf obserftld ill 
selection ot color and design, and tor thia local Cuidance is Reeded. 
Colora have .,-mbolic appeal. ReG: atands tor good tortune and ha,pineaa, 
;yellow, the toraer iaperial color ~lizes tiFit.r and tideUt.r wbile 
green is unluclr;y and should be awiied. 

The peuant will al".,. be .oat reaponsl ve . to ~1 oations 
touching upon hia personal needs or the nseda of his tllllil,y. He 18 DOt 
susceptible to abstract appeals to dellliOcrac;y, patrioUlIIIl, nat.1onali_. 
etc., about which be kDows little or does DOt teel personally. A.ppeala 
IlUst be imrIlediate, tan«1ble, and e .. ily understood. Above all the, 
_st be correct and honest it credibility is to be II8.1ntained • 
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