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"tty friend I.e Chu-Tich. DOI'1 50 years old. Yro,S one of thll first pupilll in 

hiB village achool. Ills i;saoher taught him thll difi'oronco b,,"l;w&OIl pure and 

polluted _tel'... 1.0 Chu-Tich. thon lI{;ed 10. learnod ifua.i; drlnkint; wator hnd 

to 'be boiled beoauae pond _tor contai!!Dd mll.lly d!l.tlgorous 13icrooos. In his 119at 

ha.ndwJ.oi tillE. he earoi'l.llly ooplod out tho lesson tho teaahor had \'il"1 tten Oil tlUi 

blaokbonrd .. and J. IIIll suro tllllt tho mxt d~y he ;''IlS ~lo -to recite his lOllson 

m:l.hout 1'or;tlttill!; II. aint;le oa:;Jr.J&. 'l'hank:l to his sohooli,.,.;::. Le Chu-Tich !::nows 

that there are microbes. aut he doesn't reall-:r beliove in thom. On the con-

trary. he thin1.--s tha-~ pond '-rater ce;; be sao<! uilon i'~ to.::toli Inleot. HonQ at th. 

villngora havo ff7O!' attributed to tho water t"OY dl-iIlk t'!le ori;;in of s'lch 1lide­

s!'l'elil.d dioee.ses as DIlIoelJio d:;ser:try. infant diarrhooa or the tlWl'J ge.stro-

intestinal infeotions. Yet in h~~r.. tropical aron~. 30 to 60 POI' cent 01' 

deaths mcnc children are oaused by poll'~ted ~mtor ••• tt 

T:"l.is story. fran a ro;>ort by :!a:roel de Clor"ok. a 3ele;:!.an educator sent on 

a D"neseo field mission to 1JietDN!l. 1111.lIltrtl.;;oo hol'l tho moderr. sello01 fails in a 

trad1tiolllll rural onvirolPOm: l'60'l it ca-ters sololy for sc . .'loolc!d_ldren. 

"School educ&t!ou cennot ilo oi'!'octivo unl",,,11 puronts fi'O'; t"-o var:r :;-~~t fall i:1 

with the neW idelUl IUId boho.viour tileir children are baiI![; taught in cl:l.ss, n~.ov11as. 

!iollOe, t.'u! ruled to eduoato parents and aduUs in G9~leral in ordor to brinG tl.'ll0".rt 

:f'undn::1ontal ohang_in _ys or lifo and "t:10u::;ht t;lll.t n.rreot b.elll t!l. hono life. 

agriculture or exz.J othor activity cOticrolled b;r :"'1).1>it and traditio,". 

::1'. de Clerok, who spont 6ig.'1t ::OIlrS in Viotnll.":I frcn ilocelJh.n- 19::5 to 

Decembol' 1963. bolieves t1-:o.t corn:.mit:- ,chools. or .. ""ioil a w."lOlv !lot-Mork nou 

eldata in Viet_. oan provido IlIl !l.nSWOl' to tho 'Pro01ll:118 01' rurc.l socie't"'.r. 

'1ietlllll'l. like most Asian countries. is ;oredaaino.nt:ly cgriCulturall 05 l?6r cont 

of ttl! yeople live b-J f~DJ;~ fi3ldn::;, stock rairillb or frOll looal b.e.ndicrni'ts. 

Consoquentlu. the!tdvrnillls.ti.on of the country dopends primarily on -;<10 deve­

lopment ot ita rural 8l"e1Ul. 

Bohool tar ltU'e 'l'hr0ugh 14. vil'!fj 

But. u lqo. de Clerck poill'l:s out: "Agricultural dsvolopJ:lent dopends. 

not /IIOreJ;, U p 0 III '1111."\;01'18.1 f'llc·t:ora such as the introduction o~o tol'"tilizerll 

aDd .eleoted seeds, the use 01' ;nodern agrioultural imploments. the granting of 

loena and 110 on. In the nDJI.l analyais. it dopends on a. cel'"bain umlber of 

paycholor;1oal am socia.l tnctara." 
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The wosi;orn-~ -primlU'y sohool, lntroducod lnto Vietnln in the seoolld 

halt' of the 10th Contury, \1&11 not desl!,';'Md to briDl; ebou'\: suoh ohances. True, 

its asadet!d.c reoord ill impreflBivet Vleimllm is one of the Allian oountries wt.th 

t.lw 101li!l0t i 111 teracy rate - noarly overy l1li110 over the age of 15 oan rGGd BDd 

writo. But thill t;vpe of' tellChing waD adapted to the needs of tw essemill.lly 

industrial or urbllll society. it i{:llDred the rural. world. 

In the opinion of' the 'liot~leso Education :!!.tliStry, &.!ld of ;11". de Clerok 

nnd his oollell.~UCII ill tho Unesoo mhaion, 1Ilhat ~Jo.B needed was 0. School far We 

ThrOUl'jh LiviD/;'i Voihoao lraplrntion and prllCtical II.OhiOV9l:lents must be bqed on the 

child's imoediate surroundlnL~. 

::Juah schools would otli;er also for adults and should be oo;JCerned :lot oDl;r 

'n th "rm.lotir ..:: !lew knOl'lled::;e nnd practioes, but \'l1 th helping tamers to oarry 
out oo-operativo undertakinGS. 

!\i:II::nh...;rll.u - A Lin!'); "La";)aratory" 

It :7o.S from this idon the;;: the Yiet!".tlI'l9SO OOL1::Ql\it1 school ~ias born. 

'!'ho fOWldo.tions. """ro laid in 19'36 at the Tin...A.n Centre, crodod with ulli.staooo 

:i'rO:J the .Jnellco :Jissi on, and at Kh.a.nh-~u, 1 t8 "laboratory" villa[;9. 'J'he 

school at Zhann-HaU becane 0. lo.~oratary school for the Contro providing tho 

i'rIllQewarl: for tho researc:, n!Id experlraonts whioh led to 1\ blueprint oJ: the 

c tl'::uuni ty pri.':lllry Bohool. 

In lIi~i: :f$arll, the TW1..An Centre, Tltich -..ns 1:1 f'l1Ot tho i'irat rural 

train1~ college 111 Vietna:n, trained SOIlIel 650 teachors, botll nen and WC::JOD 

(the lo.ttor I1Ocaunti%lt far about 1!0% oi' the enrol:con:t). 'l'lleyare now tel1O>nng 

01 t!J.er in the 100 oCl!tl!Ulli ty 110,10018 !!proM throughout Vletnac. or in t.'lto 800 

D8\7 schools opelWd during 1963-6b Yhere the oOllllllUlli t:r IIchool :method La a,plied. 

In addition, altloat all rural pr1!Q1U"y sohoole have DOI'1 boG'Wl to study the local. 

enviroDlllent. UlI'L'II!ll.ly the village 1IIbere the sohool illl located • 

i'lus study deals 'liIith the situation, the populsl;ion a.ud the soola! and 

ecenomc conditiOtllll of the village. It enables the teaoher to onooae "oentres 

o£ i:utereat" ar study th_s related to probla::lll 1IIh1oh affect the oO!'1l'!lUD1ty 

IlIld -,,::doh are lntroduced into eash subjeot ln the curriculUlll. Evw;y year, the 

lIe1100l Ullderto.!.."I!lll the study of f'our or f'1 VII of theae theses - _larin, nutr1 tion, 

ehemloe.l l'ertililler, stock breeding, fiahariea, handicrafts, eta. 

"Roads" pravidAt a typloal. exam.,le of' one of these study thElea. LosaOllll 

in the lIIltiolllll lnl\."U8gea, ln 'llr'it1Dg, a:rithlllotic, geography, tIIltlu'&l sclenoes, 

drawing. eto., OIUl al.l ba oe:utred around thil t'-. In the ~um"r claBII08 ... / 
RenrodUO'fi{cm aU'thtllt"lsad. Credlt 111!8 should rea,h (L'IlESCO FEA1'URflS) 
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the childron studF the road or path 1Ibioh they take on their ,.,. to sohool, 

the people tb.cry meot, the buildill&. they pus - the pagoda.. o_m1ty hOWIe, 

di8penBIII'Y, .ta. 
In the next olu ... , the ohildren lea:rn abDUt the gooda transported 

along the road; 1IIb.ere they oCllle traD; where they a.re going to. In 1ltudy1D& 

the caur.e toll<llled by the read through the village, the prmlllle. and the 

region, the ohild bec<lll8. familiar with _p .ealee and lea.r1Ul to oa],( .. \:!."te 

distances. 

In ti_l cla88 •• , he .tudie. the rot.d DIItwork ot the whole oOUlltry, the 

camparattve illlporta.noe of road and river _,.., the probl.elll of traDaport bet­

ween produo 111" and oOllllUl1ler. 

But the .tudy of a oentr. of' :lnter..-t lIIIIIIt alMo re.ult ill acticm to 

ilIIprove the COCIIIIu:td.ty. So the obildren are uked what kind ot prob~ Giat 

in their Tillage. Are tI:IlI road. they toke to .ohool in good oODdi tion - in 

tM dry seaeon' in the re.ilI;y .eaaon ,. 

oarll" Gradually, iZI. pupils OCiM to reoop .. e the obstacles that _t be 

overoome, a ••• 11 u the acti on and mauroes Deeded to do 80. 

Tb8 Sohool and the Adults 

SomotiJlles the problem oan be worked aut by the pupt.le tn_elve., helped 

by their teachen. Thi. _. the cue at IIluuIh-BaU 1IIbe:a. the ohildren built a 

footbridge 8Oro •• an irrigation canal dug by the villagers. But 1II0re otten. 

the solution dapeD4a on their perentll. fh1a 111 _ 'the oCldlDllty lIohool alllO 

prO"l1de. exteruriOD 01&111118 tor adulte 11.0lIl 111 til. d1.01111110111 and _etiDgB 1Ihere 

projeot. are plamled and tben curled out oooperaUV'ltlT. 

S1_ the 1962-63 IIOhool :rea.r. 811 tellOher va.iDing iDatltutee in VietDlm 

have i:ooluded 0' .... 1111 t;r aduo&'tiOIl. ill. their OOU1"llel, and a lpeo:l&l training 

oaur •• drawn up by the i1DIlIOo lI1ee1011 has b_ argan1r.ed at the PedllcocLoal 
Faculty at Saigon tf.td.va.reity. (tIJlSSCO PBA'1'1IIE8) 

-/-

OD-the-jOb tra1!d..D( b;r Oorr .. pondeno8 oaul'le. i. being arr;an111ed tar n_-
p8peEWD i:a. Cuba by the Union ct J ___ liath AJ.ong wi. iZI the.e oauree., aleo 

to be taapt by radlo aDI1 'N, aeutrell will b. set up 80 that atuaenta 01lA tab 

eDIIIu..tlol1l and reoeive praotioal tra1Ililllg. (mm:scO FIA.!UIIBS) 

-/-


