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THE CO'THRIITY 32uOCL IN VIEYTAN
by Robert 'aihiaa

"My friend Le Chu-Tich, now 50 ysars old, vas one of the first pupils in
his village gchool. [lis teacher taught him the difforonco botwooan pure and
polluted water... Lo Chu~Tich, then aged 10, learned that drinking wator had
%0 be boiled beoause pond wator contained many dangerous microbess. In his nmeat
hendwriting, he carofully oopliod out the lesson the teaciier had written on the
blaoibonrd, and i em sure that the next day he was cble to recite hie lesson
without forgetting e single oame, Thanks to his sohoolin;, Le Chu=Tich Imows
that there are microbes., But he doean't really beliove in thome On the cone
trary, he thinks thai pond wmier ce: be gaod whon it tastes sweet. IHone of the
villagors have ever altributed to tho water thoy drink the origino of such widew
soread digeases as amoaedic dysertry, infani disrrhoea or the umry jastro-
intestinal infections. Yot in humid, iropicel areacs, 30 to &0 por cent of
deaths among children are oaused by polluted watere.."

This stary, from a ropori by ’larcel de Clarck, a 3elgian educator ssnt on
o Tnesco fiold mission to Vietnam, illusiratos Low the moderr sciiool fails in a
traditionnl rural enviroment whez it ceters solely for schoolchildren,

"Sehool education eannot o effoctivo unlass paronts fres tho vary stort fell in
with the now i1dens and bohaviour their children are being taught in class, howrites,
Zouce, the need to edusato parents and adults in peneral in ordor to bring about
fundotontal ohangesin ways of life ernd thousht thot affect health, heio 1life,
agriculture or eny other activity conirolled by 1abit and traditioz.

“r. de Clerck, who spent eight ;ears in Vietnam fron leceuber 1975 to
Decemoor 1063, believes thnt camunitr schools, of thiech a wzols network now
exists in Vietnam, oan provide an answor to tho nroblams of rurcl socistye
Yietnnr, like most Asien countries, is sredasinantly cgriculturals 85 per cent
of 1ts veople live by farming, fishing, stock raising or from loocal hendicrafts,
Consoquently, the wdernization of the country depemda primerily on the deve-
lopment of its rural arecs,

Sohool far ldife Through living

But, as lir, do Clereck poimts out: "Agricultural development depends.
not morely u p o m materiel factors such as the introduction o fortilizers
and seleoted seods, the use of modern agricultural implements, the granting of
loans and 3o on., In the finnl analysis, it dopends on a ¢ertain nuiber of
paychological and social factars,”
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The wostorn=type orimery school, introducoed into Vietnen in the second
half of the 10th Contwry, was not designed to bring ebout sush chunges. True,
its aoadermic record is impressive: Vietnmm is one of the Asian countries with
tho lowest illiterecy rete - noarly overy malo over the age of 15 oan read and
writo. DBut this type of teaching was adapted to the needs of cn essemtielly
induatrial or wban societyt it igmored the rural world.

In the opinion of the Vieinameso Educetion Mimisiry, and of ‘'r, de Clerck
and his colleaguee in the Unesco mission, what was needed wes a School far life
Through Iiving whose irspiration and practical achisvenments must be based on the
child's immediate surrouvndingo.

Such schools would cater alse for ndulis and should be oocacerned not only
with premotins new Imowledre and vractices, but with helping iarmers to carry
out co-operativo undertakings,.

Shenh-deg = A Livin: "ladaratory”

It was {rom this idee that the Vietnamese coormmity school was borne
Tho foundations were leid in 1956 at the Tén-An Centre, croated with essisiance
froa the Jnesco mission, and et Khanh-fed, its "leboratory’ village. The
school nt Khanh-Hall becane a ladoratory school for the Centre providing the
froewegworl: for tho researc: and experimonts which led to e bluepriat of the
comunity prinary school,

In eight years, the Tdn-An Cenmtre, which wms ia foct the first rural
treinin: college in Vietmmm, trained some 650 teachers, both nen and Wemen
(the latter nocoumting for ebout LOZ of the enrolment). They are now tecching
oither in the 100 oommurity schools sproad throughout Vietnam, or in the 880
now schools opened during 1963-4l; vhere the community school method is applied.
In addition, almoat all rural primary sohools have now begun to study the local
enviroment, usually the village where the school is located,

This study deals wlth the situation, the population and the sociel and
economic conditioms of the village. It ennblos tha teacher to choose "centires
of imterest" or study themes related to vroblems whioh affect the comemumlty
and wiiech are introduced into each subject in the curriculum., Every year, ths
school undertakes the study of four or five of these themes - malarie, mutrition,
chemicel fertilizer, stock breeding, flsharies, handicrafts, eto,.

"Roads" provide a typical oxmmole of one of these study themes. Lessons
in the mational languages, in writing, arithmetic, geography, natural acionoes,
drawing, eto., can all be cemtred around this theme, 1In the Junior oclasses
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the children study the road or path which they take on their way to sohool,
the people they meot, the buildings they pass - the pagods, oommunity house,
dispensary, eto.

In the next olasses, the shildren learn sbout the goods tranaported
along the road; where they ome from; where they are going to. In studying
the course followed by the road through the village, the province, and the
region, the child becomes familiar with map scales and learns to oalc-:late
distances.

In final classes, he studies the road network of the whole country, the
casparative importamce of road and river ways, the problem cf transport bet-
%een producer and consumer.

But the study of a centre of interest must alsc result in agtion te
improve the ocumunity. So the children are asked what kind of problems exist
in their village. 4re the roads they teke to sohool in good oondition = in
the dry seasomn 7 in the rainy season ? Are they sultsble for carts, bicyules,
cars 7 Gradually, the pupils come to recognige the obatacles that must be
overooms, as well as the agtion and resources needed to do sc.

The Sohool and the Adults

Sametimes the problem can be workesd out by the puplls themselves, helped
by their teschers. This was the case at Khanh-Haii when the children built a
footbridge soross an irrigation canal dug by the villagers. But more often,
the sclution depends on their parents. This is why the community school alaso
provides extonsion classes for adults along with disoussions and meetings where
projeots are planned and then carried out cooperatively, ‘

Sinoce the 1962-63 school year, all tescher training institutes in Vietnam
have included commmity educetion in their courses, and a special training
course drawn up by the Uhessc mission has been organized at the Pedagogioal
Feoulty of Saigon Unmiversity.  (UNESCO FEATUHES)

of=
CORRESPONDEICE COURSES FOR JOURNALISTS

On-the=job treinming by oorrespondexse ocurses is belng organized for news-
papermen in Cuba by the Union of Jourmalists. Along with these courses, also
to be taught by redio and TV, centres will be set up so that students oan take
examinetions and receive prectiocsl training, (UNESCO FEATUHES)
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