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SUNMAnY OF PRIN::IPAL hVENl'S IN THE HIS'l'ORY OF VIETNAM 1 

This Research Memorandum is designed to present in brief 
narrative form the principal events in the history of Vietnam, 
particularly since 1945. It lists events decisive in them­
selves or in Vietnam's evolution to the status of an independ­
ent state and indicative of the serious problems the'country 
has faced since independence. While not purporting to be 
complete or exhaustive, it up-dates and expands considerably an 
earlier lR-6048, of in th'!l 

Year (A..D.) -
939 

1284-87 

1.470 

1649 

Vietnamese achieve independence after one thousand 
years of Chinsse dOl1l.ination. 

Vletnamese under Tran Hung Dao defeat invasion b;y 
KOOlal. Khan's Mongol forces. 

Successful revolt Q;y Le Loi ends second Chinese 
occupation imposed in 1406. 

Vietnamese militar;, deteat of Chams brin~ about 
decline ot the Champa Empire. 

Roman Catholic Jesuit missionary priests establish 
Christian mission at Faifo. 

Alexander of Rhodes, ROI1l.an Catholic Jesuit missionsr;y 
priest in Vietnam, completes catechism in Vietnamese 
and in 1651 a Lattn-Portuguese-Vietnamese dictionsr;y, 
thus systemizing Romanized trans~iption of the 
Vietnamese language from the Chinese. 

i. FLm.l analYsis of the material contaGied in this report was 
concluded on January 6, 1962. 
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( 
1802 

1812 

1858 

1859 

1862 

1883 

1899 

191o-ll 

lQJO 

1931 

1936 

1940 

1941 

1945 

March 10 

French L~stal1 Gia Long as ew?~~c~ 0: Ann~. (central 
Viatn.o.m), Tonkin (nort.:'larn Viet.'l.io.r..] I and Coohinchi.t'l/i. 
(southern Vietr~). 

&peror Gl.a Long formulates Vietna:llese legal code. 

French-Spanish expedition at Tourane. 

French expedition at Saigon. 

Northern halt of Cochinchina anIlIIxed as French col.ODT 
by Treaty of Saigon (June 5). AI:Il::Iexation of rest of 
Cochinchina completed by 1867. 

French protectorates est.ablished over TonIcin and 
Annam. 

French colonies and protectorates in Indochina merged 
int.:> an Indochinese tilion under French Governor 
General. 

Y.odified French penal code and code of crl.1lll.nal 
procedure introduced in Vie~, 

Formation of the Indochinese COIlIIIIunist Party. 

Arrest of Ho Chi Minh in Hong !Cong by the British. 
Suppression of the Indochinese Communist Party by 
the French police. 

French permit the Indochinese Communis~ Party to 
operate; suppress it again in 1939. 

Japanese enter Tonkin (September) and reach agree­
ment with French colonial regime; attempted rewl ts 
in Cochinchina suppressed, 

Vietnamese Communists form the Vietnam Independence 
League, popularly known as the Viet Minh. 

Japanese take over direct administration from the 
French. 

Anna;m. is proclaimed independen~ under Emperor Bao 
Dai. Tonkin and Cochinchilla subsequentl;r join the new 
state. 

French Provisional Government tasues sta~amanu pr~B­
ing new status far Vietnam. 
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1945 (contir.uad) 

19h6 

Aueus~ Viet.r .. '?':i"K1se Corrnunists establish "Provisional 
Democratic Republic of Vietnam" i.n Tonkin. 

August 13 Japanese surrender to allied forces. 

August 25 Emperor Baa Dai abdicates in favor of the IlDemooratic 
RepubUc of Vietnam." 

September Chinese Nationaliet armed forces enter Tonkin. 

September 2 Independence of "Demooratio RepubUc of Vietnam" 
under Ho Chi Minh's leadership procla1med at H~oi; 
Bao Dai accepts position as its "supreme counsellor." 

September 12 French, British, and Indian military forces arrive 
in Saigon. 

Septerrher 23 French take control of Saigon. 

October 9 

October 25 

January 

Febl'Wiry 14 

February 26 

March 6 

March 14, 

April 

French-British pact giving full recognition to 
French rights in Indochina is signed in London. 

French begin mil1.tary and civil operations to 
reestablish French control over Vietnam. 

British forces begin departure from Vietnam. 

French High Commissioner establishes Provisional 
Consultative Council for Co~hinch1na, 

French-Chinese agreement provides for the withdrawal 
of Chinese forces from Tonkin. 

French-Vietnamese Communist agreement recognizes 
Vietnamese Communist regime nas part of the Indochinese 
Federation and the French Union," 

l'=ius Moutet, French Minister of Overseas France, 
annou.\"lces "free constitution to be granted to 
Cochir.china. n 

&0 rai goes into voluntary exile. 
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1946 (continued) 

1947 

1948 

Apr il 19-May II Dalat Conference between France and Vieto.a:mese 
Communi.st regime to 1mplement agreement of 
March 6, 1946. 

June 1 Provi.sional Government of Cochinchina is 
ert"blished. 

July 6 FO!1taln"bleau Conference held to continue 
r~gcilati.ons with Vietnamese Communist regime. 
sus'p(>,,(~ed without result3. 

August 1 Second Dalat Conference convoked bT ,French 
co~oni.al authoriti.es. 

September 14 

November 

December 19 

May 

October 

June S 

June 6 

Mod;u, 'Iiven«!. betwJen France end Vietnamese 
tlOm:~i.;:'!i:ii't"'r€ii"ime signed at Paris. 

Fighting between French and Vietnamese Communist 
forces at Haiphong and Langson. 

Fighting brs.'llcs out in P.3."loi, followed by general 
warfare and fJomplete bre.,'<down 'Jf relations 
betwn~n France and Vietn~se Communist regime. 

French establish administrative committees in 
Tonki.n and Annam to ru.lo areas under control of 
French trocps. 

Nama oi; Provl.sional Cochinchina Covernment 
chan"",·j to P~OVi5 i-:>nal GOV9rlJll:ent of South 
Vi.ot:~;:';3; General Nguyen Van Xuan elected 
president. 

Baa Oal, French H!gh C=i.ssioner Ellllle Bollaert, 
and Gtl"1eral ;~n Van X'.lall s!gn BaLe dlAlong 
(Ha L¢:lg B:>.y) AgT<lament to eskbl1sh State of 
VietwlIlI with Baa Oai as Chief of State within 
the Fr~nch Union. 

Provi~ional central government of Vietnam 
formed bT General Nguyen Van I:uan and installed 
at Hanoi. 
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, 

trt.CLASSIFIED 

- 4 -

1946 (continued) 

1947 

1948 

Apr il 19-May II Dalat Conference between France and Vieto.a:mese 
Communi.st regime to 1mplement agreement of 
March 6, 1946. 

June 1 Provi.sional Government of Cochinchina is 
ert"blished. 

July 6 FO!1taln"bleau Conference held to continue 
r~gcilati.ons with Vietnamese Communist regime. 
sus'p(>,,(~ed without result3. 

August 1 Second Dalat Conference convoked bT ,French 
co~oni.al authoriti.es. 

September 14 

November 

December 19 

May 

October 

June S 

June 6 

Mod;u, 'Iiven«!. betwJen France end Vietnamese 
tlOm:~i.;:'!i:ii't"'r€ii"ime signed at Paris. 

Fighting between French and Vietnamese Communist 
forces at Haiphong and Langson. 

Fighting brs.'llcs out in P.3."loi, followed by general 
warfare and fJomplete bre.,'<down 'Jf relations 
betwn~n France and Vietn~se Communist regime. 

French establish administrative committees in 
Tonki.n and Annam to ru.lo areas under control of 
French trocps. 

Nama oi; Provl.sional Cochinchina Coverrnnent 
chan"",·j to P~OVi5 i-:>nal GOV9rlJll:ent of South 
Vi.ot:~;:';3; General Nguyen Van Xuan elected 
president. 

Baa Oal, French H!gh C=i.ssioner Ellllle Bollaert, 
and Gtl"1eral ;~n Van X'.lall s!gn BaLe dlAlong 
(Ha L¢:lg B:>.y) AgT<lament to eskbl1sh State of 
VietwlIlI with Baa Oai as Chief of State within 
the Fr~nch Union. 

Provi~ional central government of Vietnam 
formed bT General Nguyen Van I:uan and installed 
at Hanoi. 

1m:LASSIFIED 

, 

trt.CLASSIFIED 

- 4 -

1946 (continued) 

1947 

1948 

Apr il 19-May II Dalat Conference between France and Vieto.a:mese 
Communi.st regime to 1mplement agreement of 
March 6, 1946. 

June 1 Provi.sional Government of Cochinchina is 
ert"blished. 

July 6 FO!1taln"bleau Conference held to continue 
r~gcilati.ons with Vietnamese Communist regime. 
sus'p(>,,(~ed without result3. 

August 1 Second Dalat Conference convoked bT ,French 
co~oni.al authoriti.es. 

September 14 

November 

December 19 

May 

October 

June S 

June 6 

Mod;u, 'Iiven«!. betwJen France end Vietnamese 
tlOm:~i.;:'!i:ii't"'r€ii"ime signed at Paris. 

Fighting between French and Vietnamese Communist 
forces at Haiphong and Langson. 

Fighting brs.'llcs out in P.3."loi, followed by general 
warfare and fJomplete bre.,'<down 'Jf relations 
betwn~n France and Vietn~se Communist regime. 

French establish administrative committees in 
Tonki.n and Annam to ru.lo areas under control of 
French trocps. 

Nama oi; Provl.sional Cochinchina Coverrnnent 
chan"",·j to P~OVi5 i-:>nal GOV9rlJll:ent of South 
Vi.ot:~;:';3; General Nguyen Van Xuan elected 
president. 

Baa Oal, French H!gh C=i.ssioner Ellllle Bollaert, 
and Gtl"1eral ;~n Van X'.lall s!gn BaLe dlAlong 
(Ha L¢:lg B:>.y) AgT<lament to eskbl1sh State of 
VietwlIlI with Baa Oai as Chief of State within 
the Fr~nch Union. 

Provi~ional central government of Vietnam 
formed bT General Nguyen Van I:uan and installed 
at Hanoi. 

1m:LASSIFIED 

, 



, , 

1949 

Yw-ch 8 

Aprll 

June 14 

Jul;y 1 

October 

October lB 

December 30 

January' 28 

February 7 

February' 19 

March 19 

tnC:.AS$IFIED 

. , -
Elysee Agreement, 1n the form of an exchange 
of letters between Bao Ilai and President 
Auriol of France, outl1nes the general 
prinCiples affeoting French-Vietnamese 
relations. 

Bao Dai returns to Vietnlll11. 

An exchange of letters between Bao Dei and 
French High Commissioner Leon P1gDon puts into 
affect the Elysee Agreement. US sends message 
of welcome to Bao Dai. 

Bao llai decreeB formally establ1sh State of 
Vietnlll11 and proVids basis for its organisational 
and constitutional frlll11ework. 

Chine se Ccmmrun1.st troops reach the nort.hern 
border of Vietnlll11. 

Bao Dai decrees establieh Vietnamel'l9 judic1aJ. 
5yatem. 

France and Vietnlll11 Sign twenty-nine oonventions 
to !.mplemellt the general pr1nciples contained in 
the Elysee Agreement. 

Bao Dai appo1nts Nguyen Phan Long as Vietnam1s 
first Prime Miniater, 

Vietnamese Communist regime is recognized 
by Communist China and on Januar;y 30 by the tBSR. 

French National AssSlllbly ratifies the Elysee 
Agreement. 

Great Britain and the United States extend 
de jure recognition to Vietnam. --
US Consulate General in Saigon !..s raised to 
Legation accredited to Vietnam, Cambodia, and 
Laos. 

Student uprising in Saigon occasioned by the arriVal 
in Saigon of tliQ IS naval aMps on courtesy v1.aUi. 
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19$0 (continued) 

April 

May 
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Ngu>yen Phan Long cab1.net falls. 

Tran Van Huu is appointed Prime Kinistsr. 

September-October French forces are defeatsd at Cao Bang and 
lose northern border posts except Moncay. 

tbvernber 3 

December 19 

December 23 

Decernber 26 

19$1 

. January 

April 19 

May 12 

July 1$ 

September 7 

Bao Oai announces decision to form National 
Army of Vietnam. 

General de Lattre, newly appointsd French High 
Commissioner in Indochina and Commander-1n-Ch1ef 
of the French Expsditionary Forces in the Far 
East, arrives in Vietnam; declares a halt to 
the evacuation of civilians from HanoL. 

T.B signs Mutual Defense Assistance Agreement 
with France, Vietnam, Cambodia, and Laos for 
indirect T.B rnUi tary a1d to Vietnam, Cambodia 
and Laos. 

France, Vietnam, Laos, and Cambodia sign ten 
conventions at Pau, France, determining the 
powers of joint organizations. 

French-Vietnamese forces defeat Vietnamese 
Communist forces at the battle of Vinh Yen and 
consolidate their defenses in the Tonkin delta 
area. 

At ceremony at Vinh Yen comrnemorating January 
victory, General de Lattre pledges to "fulfill 
independence of Vietnam," and Prime Kinistsr 
Tran Van Huu pledges "sincere cooperationn 
with France to defeat the Communist forces. 

Dalat massacres: reprisal assassination of 
20 Vietnamese "suspectsn by a French Surete 
officer at Dalat. 

Bao Oai decrees general mobilization of 
manpower and resources for the war effort. 

T.B signs agreement with Vietnam for direct 
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Septcmber a 
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July 
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Septelllber 18 
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Jall.1llil'y 9 

January 2S 

YllI.y 11 

June 6 

UNCLASSIFIl!D 

- 7 -

Delegates from Vietnam, Cambodia, and La03 

participate in the signing of the Japanese 
Peace Treaty a~ San Francisco. 

First call in Vietnam foX' 15,000 men under 
mobilization decX'ee. 

Joan Letournoau, French MiniGter of State ir­
charge of relations <lith th" ASSOCIated S1:at"". 
bocomes Min~stjr-residont in Indochi~~ to perfv:m 
~~e duties usually assigned to the P~Jh Commissicr~r 

The strength of the V1e~amese Army, ir,cluding 
aUXiliaries, is reported to be 125,000 men. 

Tran Uan Huu cabinet is dismislled and Nguyen 
Van Tam is appointed Prime Minister of Vietnam. 

US Legation in Saigon is X'aised to Embassy 
status. US AMbassadoX' presents credentials to 
Bao Oat. Vietnamese Embassy establ1sm d in 
Washington, D.C, 

Installation and first meeting of the Froviaional 
National CouncU of Vietnam. 

Hung Yen military sector in northern Vietnam 
transierred from French to full Vietnamese 
military control. 

The 200th US ship carrying military aid arrives 
in Saigon. 

Prime Minister Nguyen Van Tam reshuffles his 
olib1.net. 

First local elections held although incomplete 
8l1d conducted only in pacified areas. 

Vietnamese piaster is devalued. 

Prime Hinistor Nguy&n Va .. Taln a.."Ulounces 
Gtrer~th of Vietnam1s ar~Bd forces to be over 
160,000. 
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V..ay 7 

June 4 

June 16 
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UNCLASSIFIED 

- 6 -

French Go~r~T.ent announces it prepared to 
transfer its remaining powers to Vietnam. 

Bao Dai and President Auriol of France issue 
communique affirming French intention to complete 
Vietnam's independence and restating Vietnam's 
free adherence to the French lmion. 

Vietnamese "National Congressn proclaims opposition 
to Vietnam's adherence to the French 1bion. 

Vice President Nixon visits Vietnam. 

Buu Loc is appointed Prime Minister, succeeding 
Nguyen Van Tam. 

French-Vietnamese negotiations begin in France 
for transfer of remaining French powers to Vietnam. 

Bao Dai departs for France from where he governs 
Vietnam until his deposition cr.r referendum in 1955. 

International conference opens at Geneva to diBcUBs 
Indochina and Korean situations. Indochina dis­
cUGsions attended by representatives of France, 
United States, United Kingdom, U.S.S.R., Communist 
China, Vietnam, Cambodia, Laos, and the Vietnamese 
Communist regime. 

French-Vietnamese declaration that mutual relations 
will be conducted "on the basis of two fundamental 
treaties." 

French fortress at Dien Bien Phu surrenders to 
Vietnamese Co~~unist armed forces. 

T\m French-Viotnamese treaties initialed. 

Prilne Xinister Buu Loc and his cabinet resign. 

Ngo Dinh Diem appointed Prime Minister by 
Baa Dai. 
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1954 (continued) 
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October 

October 10-11 

Xovember 19 

December 29 

Ui\CLASSIFIED 

- ') -

G0nOV3. "".:rocrr.onts signod, ending hostilities 
in IndoclJina, partitioning Vietnam at 17th Parallel 
pondlng countryt;ide "free general elections by 
secret ballot" in 1956, pledging France to accord 
complete independence to Vietnam, and creating 
Intern~tional Control Commission (rcc) to super­
Vise L'r.plcrr.entation of the Agreements. Vietnam. 
and US not signatories. Most Vietnamese Communist 
military forces subsequently withdraw from south 
of the parallel. 

LB ~,ilateral declaration made by under Secretary 
of State ~':alter B. Smith during the concluding 
plenary scssion of the Geneva Conference states 
US 1) "Hill refrain from the threat or the use 
of force to disturb" the Geneva Agreements, 
2) 1I,lould view any ronelial of tbl aggression in 
Violation of the aforosaid agreements with grave 
concern ~nd as seriously threatening international 
peaco "-flU Gecurity," and 3) "shall continue to seek to 
achi.Ovo uni ty through free elections. supervised 
by tho UN to insure that they are conducted 
fairly. " 

Flo~, of ab:ost 1,000,000 refugees from librtb 
to South Vietnam begins. 

General Paul Ely, French High Commissioner for 
Indochi~a, states France is unequtvocably 
cor::n,ittC'd to support the South Vietnamese 
goverl:;r.cnt as the legal government in Vietnam and 
to gr :?nt it to tal independence. 

X&tional Revolutionary Movement, mass politlcal 
party, is founded. 

:l:lrtt. Vietnamese Communist regime formally takes 
control of Hanoi. 

!:eportu:'e of General Nguyen Van Hinh to France 
stabilizes the internal political situation. 

France, VLvtnam, Cambodia, and Laos slgn agree­
ment ~n Paris abrogating the 1950 Pau Conventioons 
and dissolving quadripartite bodies established 
by the Conventions. 
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1955 

January 1 

January 24 

February 

February 5 

February 19 

March 7 

March 29 

March 31 

May 10 

May 11 

UNCLASSIF lED 

- 10 -

US begins to render direct assistance to Vietnam. 
on the basis of the existing pentalateral 
agreement of December 1950. for support of the 
Vietnamese armed forces. 

In an interview ~Iith a New York Pest correspondent. 
Prime Minister Diem states that Vietnam vould . 
do everything possible to help the ICC and would 
wait to see whether conditlons of freedom eXlsted 
in Communist North Vietnam at the time stLpulated 
in the Geneva Agreements for holdlng Vietnam-wide 
elections. 

French relinquish command authority over the 
Vietnamese Army. 

Prime Minister Diem announces that US HAAG 
will assist in training the Vietnamese Army. 

Prime Minister Diem decrees the first of a 
series of laws initiating lmportant and extelllllve 
land reform program. 

Southeast Asia Collective llafense Treaty -- with 
its protocol covering Vietnam. Cambodia. and 
Laos -- comes into force. 

US-Vietnamese agreement supplements existing 
economic cooperation agreement of September 1951. 

Armed non-Co~~unist revolt preCipitated in Saigon 
by the Binh Xuyen political-bandit group. spread­
ing ultimately into large-scale dLssidence in the 
southern provinces with the participation of 
elements of the Cao Dai and Hoa Baa religious 
sects. 

French-North Vietnamese agreement provides for 
a i~rth Vietnamese Liaison Mission to the ICC 
to operate in South Vietnam. 

Prime Minister Diem forms new cabinet composed 
largely of his own followers. 

Uni versi ty of Saigon comes under complete 
Vie~~se control. 
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July 1 

July 7 

July 16 
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August 16 

October 

October 2) 

October 26 

October )1 

DaoOilber S 

December 12 

- 11 -

Communist:; initi:.tn fir::Jt overt propaganda 
lIIOVCS in South Viotnam by 'dictributing HteratUl'e 
signed by North Vietnem's "National Unlted hont." 

French for~~lly relinquish command authority over 
tho Viotnornosf:) ~!J.vy. 

French formally tranofor Nha Trang air base 
to Vietnamooo control. 

Primo Minister Diom, in reforring to Gen~va 
Agrooment3 provision for Viotnam-wide election3, 
stato" that tho Vlotnam Govornmont is "not against 
tho principIa of tho ballot," that such elec:tlons 
"aro effoctivu only with freedom," and that the 
NOrth V ietnaJ~o,lO C0l1"ouni3t reg1.me must prove that 
it "discontinuo:; totalitarian methods of terror." 

Attor a year of refugoo migration, almost 600,000 
refugeos from "orth Vietnam have been placed 10 
resettlemont sitos. 

Frime [{inister Diom reitorates Vietnam's support 
for tho "principle of ossentially free elections" 
called for in tho Goneva Agroements but states 
that "nothinc constructive }IUI be reallzedl! so 
long as tho 10rth Vietnamose Communist regime 
doos not permit tho people lito enjoy democratLc 
freedom and fund:unental human rights." 

Last French lltGh Commissioner in Vietnam departs. 

Dinh Xuyor. to.; dufoated aa an orc::mLzed armed 
insurgont fo~co. 

Naticnal reforendum deposos Bao Dai as Chief of 
State in favor of Prime Minister Diem. 

Chief of Stato Diem proclalmo Vietnam to be a 
RepUblic u.~der his Presidency. 

President Diem issuoa his first order to the 
Vietnamose nrmad forces as their Supr61116 Commander. 

Fresident DiOl. decrees new Vietnamese natLonal1.t7. 
law. 

us Consula to in Ilanoi is closed. 
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Dinh Xuyor. to.; dufoated aa an orc::mLzed armed 
insurgont fo~co. 
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Chief of Stato Diem proclalmo Vietnam to be a 
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Vietnamose nrmad forces as their Suprlllll6 Commander. 

Fresident DiOl. decrees now Vietnamese natLonal1.t7. 
law. 

us Consula to in Ilanoi is closed. 
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September 14 
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Army units cccupy Tay Ninh, principal Cao Dai 
political center, leading tc break-up €If 
crganized Cao Dai armed insurgency. Agreement 
wi th Cac Dai leaders €In February 28 legalizes 
Cac llai religicus practices and fcrbids its 
political activities as a relLgLcua sect. 

Tran Van 5oai, leader €If an important Hoa Hac 
facticn, surrenders. Ba Cut, ancther principal 
Hoa Hac leader, is captured €In April 13, leading 
tc break-up €If crganized Hoa Hac armed insurgency. 

First naticnal electicns give the Naticnal 
Revcluticnary Mcvement and cther prc-gcvernment 
pclitical parties cverwhelming majcrity Ln Vietnam~s 
first naticnal legislature, the Naticnal Constituent 
Assembly. 

Inaugural sessicn €If the National Constituent 
Assembly. 

Vietnam Government anncunces it wLll ccntLnue 
tc cccperate ~th the ICC and reiterates its 
pcsiticn €If suppcrting Vietnam-wide elections 
at such time as ccnditicns Ln CQpl!IIunist 
North Vietnam permit genuLnely free vcting. 

French Military High Command Ln Vietnam is 
dissclved. 

French Parliamentary delegaticn visits Vietnam. 

Vice President Nixcn visits Vietnam. 

Vietnamese Liaiscn Missicn tc ICC is eatablished 
preparatory to the transfer €If functicns from 
the French Liaiscn Missicn. 

President Diem reshuffles his cabinet. 

French Air Force cffiolally transfers the Tcurane 
air base tc Vietnamese ccntrcl. 

Vietnam's first ccnstituticn prcmulgated and 
Naticnal Ccnstituont Assembly cfficially 
transferred Lnto a Naticnal Assembly. 
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1956 (continued) 

1957 

llivember ll-12 

November 16, 20 

December 28 

TYPhoon disaster in Mekon~ River delta provinces. 

Radio H~noi broadcasts admit peasant resistance 
and armed clashes in North Vietnam's Nghe An 
province. On Noverrher 29, President Diem 
denounces the ~brth Vietnamese Communist regime's 
military actions in ~~he An province as a violation 
of human rights and a forceful suppression of 
persons wishing to move to the southern zone and 
urged the UN to take the matter under consideration; 
Vietnam also protests to the ICC, charging the 
North Vietnamese Comrr.ilIlist regime with violation of 
Article 14c of the Geneva Agreements. 

Nguyen N30C Tho confirmed by National Assembly 
as Vietnam's first Vice President, following 
his appointment by President Diem. 

February 22 Attempted assassination of President Diem at 
rural fair in Ban Me Thuot by a Cao Dei adherent. 

March 5 President Diem enunciates new national investment 
policy. 

March 27-April 4 Asian FoJple's Anti-Communist League holds its 
third conference in Saigon. Vietnam estabUshed 
as site of permanent secretariat. 

April II Lucien Cannon, Chief of the Canadian Delegation 
to the ICC, is murdered. 

r~y 2 National military conscription program decreed. 

May 5-19 President Diem visits the United States. 

June French naval and air force training miaaion 
withdra~m. 

July 29 US establishes consulate at Hue. 

August 15-19 President Diem visits Thailand. 

September 2-9 President Diem visits AustralLa. 
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1951 (continued) 

1958 

1959 

September 16-22 President Lliem visits the RepubUc of Korea. 

October 22 Bombing of US MAAG and' USIS installations 
1n Saigon; US personnel injured. 

Ibvember 4-6 President Diem visits India. 

Ibvember 12 Fonnal opening of the University or Hue. 

January 4 

February 20 

February 26 

March 19-23 

April 26 

May 11 

August 10 

September 10 

Ibvember 6-7 

February 15-16 

Large Com;r.U:list guerrilla band attac~s rubber 
plantatio~ north of Saigon, reflecting steady 
increase in ComilHmist armed acti 'lrities since 
mid-1951. 

Fire sweeps Gia Kiem refugee resettlement 
center leaving 20,000 persons homeless. 

President Diem announces cabinet changes. 

President Diem visits the Philippines. 

Vietnam Government declaration on concrete 
measures tc be taken by lbrth Vietnam in order 
to create conCli tiona for the holding of free 
elections as soipulated in the Geneva Agreements. 

North Vietnamese Liaison l~llJslon to the ICC 
withdrawn from Saigon. 

Large Co~munist guerrilla force attacks in 
Tay Ninh. 

Vietnarr~so-French agreement signed providing 
French aid for the Vietnam Government's 
agrarian reform program. 

President Rhee of the Republic of Korea visits 
Vietnam, 

Roman Catholic Church in Vietnam holds Marian 
Congress. Presided over by Papal Legate 
Cardinal Agagia;~ian. 
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1959 

March 19-22 

April 22-26 

May 1.3 

June II 

July 

July 8 

July 10 

August 3-5 

August 7 

August 14 

August .30 

December 18-21 
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President Prasad of india visits Vietruun. 

President Garcia of the Philippines visits 
Vietnam. Vi"t=-PhUippines treaty of 
friendship signed on April 26. 

Japan and Vietnam sign World War II reparations 
agreemnt. 

Vietnam-Laos agreements (sLx) on minorities, 
border cQntrol, commerce and finance, and sup­
pression of smuggling signed in Vientiane. 

Vietnam Gover~~~nt publishes official publication, 
Violations of tho Geneva Agreements by the Viet 
Mnli~unists. Annual- installients pUblished 
in JUly 1900 and May 1961. 

Communist Guerrillas attack Vietnamese mil1tar,v 
base at Bien Iloa, killing and woonding several 
US HAAG personnel. 

In Belgian Communist publication Red Flai, Ho 
Chi Minh, head of the NOrth Vietnamese Communist 
regil1",e, states "we are building socialism in 
Vietnam, but we are building it in only one 
part of tho country, while in the other part 
we still haVe to direc~ and bring to a close 
the middle-class democratic and anti-imperialist 
revol ut1on. " 

Cro~m Prince SU-,ar.ouk of Cambodia vis its Vietnam. 

Thoi-:TC:<th Viet~'ln.""'\:;:;~ ~6d Cro::;s o:-g<Jni:"'..ati.ons 
si;:n "'Grcc:-vmt to ,cpiltriato Thail&nd's Vietnamese 
rGf~goe ninority to Ibrth Vietnam. 

Second national olections give the National 
Revolutionary ;·:ovement and other pro-goverl'llllSnt 
political parties overuhelming majority in the 
National ~ssembly. 

King and Queen of Thailand visit Vietnam. 
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1960 

January 

- 16 -

Large Co~~unist guerr~lla band attacks Vietnamese 
arm-.f installation in Tay Ninh, indicating growing 
size and aggressiveness of Communist guerrilla­
subversive apparatus and initiating the present 
security crisis. 

In an article in ~ Tap... journal of the CommunLst 
Party (Lao Dong) in N5rth Vietnam, General Vo 
Nguyen Giap, head of the North Vietnamese armed 
forces, states "the North has become a large rear 
echelon of our army" and "the thrth ·is the revolu­
tionary base for the whole country." 

January 15-19 President Diem visits the Republic of China. 

February 15-19 President Diem visits Mal~. 

March Communist~Jerrilla force attacks leprosarium in 
Bien PDa province. 

March 2h 

June 9 

June 10 

July 20 

September 5-10 

President Diem inaugurates first agroville in 
Phong Dinh province. 

Vietnames~-Prench agreement on outstanding 
financial and properties issues and on trade 
relations. 

Burmese parliamentary delegation arrives in Saigon. 

Chinese and other foreien Asian congregations 
in Vietnan: ate dis::lolvod. 

Vietnam i':ational Assembly deleeation leaves 
Saigon for siX-,leok visit to the United States. 

3rd Natio~al Congress of the Lao Dong Party is 
held in Hanoi, with consi<mrable attentton 
devotod to South Vietnam. 

On September 5, in addressing the opening of 
the Congress, Ho Chi Minh states lithe North is 
becoming more and more consolidated and trans­
formed into a firm base for the struggle for 
national reunification." 
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1960 (continued) 

September 5-10 (continued) 

October 

October 18 

lbve!llber 8 

November 10 

On the oame day, Le DUan, First Secretary of the 
Central Committee of the Lao Dong Party, in 
delivering the Committee's political report, 
states 1) one of th!l "momentous tasks" of the 
Party 1s "to liberate the South frm the atrocious 
rule of the lJ'S imper ialists and thE'ir henchmen; 11 

2) "we must constantly intensity our solidarity 
and the organization and education of the people 
of the South;" and 3) "the southern peoplels 
revolutionary struggle" combines var.ied forms 
ranging "from elementary to advanced, legal, and 
illegal" and aims at drawing "the masses of the 
people into the CO/mllon struggle against the ts­
Diem clique." 

On Septembsr 10, the resolution adopted by the 
Congress declares clearly that an "1.mmsdiate 
task" of the "revolutionary struggle of our 
compatriots in the South" is to ovsrtllX'ow 
President Diem's government. 

Series of attacks by large Communist guerrilla 
force in the Kontum-Pleiku area. 

President Diem announces cabinet changes. 

Secretary of State for the Presidency, ~yen 
Dinh Thuan, declares in a press conference that 
Communist guerrilla attacks in the Kontum-Pleiku 
area in late October 'Were staged from bases in 
the "North" through Laos in preparation for 
further actions in Vietnam and that events in 
Laos had facilitated communist movements in 
Vietnam. 

Vietnam Government sends Istter to the ICC charg­
ing that communist attackS in Kontum-Pleiku area 
in late October 1) involved regular army forces 
from Communist North Vietnam through Laos, 
2) constitute open aggression which was 'Well 
prepared, commanded by high-ranking officers. and 
conducted by regular forces trained in North 
Vietnam, and 3) employed weapons made in North 
Vietnam or other Communist countries. 

UNClJi.SSIFIED 

~ •• , I'~ .,_ • ( -... __________ ... b'I>,_ .... jf .... ____ ._' _ ..... _ ... _. ____ ••• ____ ... ,_~~,. __ _ 
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1960 (continued) 

November 11-12 

1961 

January 18-19 

January 29 

February 6 

April 

April 3 

April 9 

April 29 

- 18 -

Abortive coup attempt by small group of junior 
and middle grade milLtary officers and certain 
political opposition elements. 

Vice President Macnpagal of the Philippines 
visits Vietnam. 

Vietnam participates ~Iith the Philippines and 
the Repdllics of Koren and China in foreign 
minis tel':; conferonce in Kanila. 

Radio Hanoi prai5es estabHshrnent or the "National 
Front for Liberation of South Vietnam (NFLSIT)," 
allegedly founded in December 1960. en January 30, 
Radio Hanoi, quoting tho press organ of the Communist 
Party (Lao !XIng) in North Vietn3Jll, states the "sacred 
historical task" of the NFLS'l is lito overthrow the 
US-Diem clique" and "to liberate the south." 

President flem announces intention to reorganize 
the government. 

In an article in the Lao !XIng Party's journal 
Hoc Tap, Truong Chinh, momber of the PolL tburo 
O1'-'tii"j Lao Donr: Party, :; tates 1) the "two 
strategic responsibilities of the Viotnamese 
revolution" are "to carry out the socialist 
revolution in North Viotnam" and "to liberate 
South Viotnam from the ruling yoke of the US 
imperialists and their henchmen" and 2) "southern 
compatriots have to rise and group therr.oolves 
undor the fiehtine barmer of tho Liberation Front 
to destroy the LS-Diemist regime." 

US-Vietnam Treaty of Amity and Economic Relat10ns 
signed tn Saigon. National Assembly ratifies 
treaty on June 14. 

President Diem and Vi.ce President Tho elected by 
outstanding majority in Vietnam's first 
presidential elections. 

President Diem sworn in for second term. 
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1961 (continued) 

May 11-13 

May 17 

May 29 

June 19 

June 24 

July 8 

July 14-16 

July 24 

;,ugust 14-16 

September 1-4 

September 1.8 

October 

- 19 -

Vice President Joimson visits Vietnam. 

Vietnam-US co"~unique on May 13 states 1) both 
governments will extend and build upon existing 
programs of military and economic aid, 2) 
Vietnam I s regular armed forces ,rill be increased 
wi th US assistance, 3) US will provide assistance 
for the entire Civil Guard, 4) US military experts 
will bo used to assist Vietnam's armed forces in 
health, ~1e1fare, and public works activities at 
the villa~G lOVG1, and S) spacial group of US 
economir, and fiscal experts will be sent to 
Vietnam to ,;ork out financial plan as basis for 
joint efforts. 

Vietnamese celegation, led by Foreign Minister 
Mau, arrives in C~neva to participate in 14-
nation conferer.co on IJaos. 

President Diem announces cabinet reoreanization. 

US SpeCial Financial Group he1'\ded by IlI.-. Eugene 
Staley arrives in Sair,on. 

ICC deci(;r" it }1,,,; competBnce to investigate 
complai nts cf actior.s co,.~"a~·y to Articles 10, 
19, 21:, and n of the .-\greern('nt on the Cessation 
of Hostilities in Vietna:, of the Geneva Agreements. 

Attempto,] ;:tsr,;3s;p'It.ion ('f m Amba.ssador Frederick 
E. j':olt inr:. 

Large ~(,tr."nml.st "uf)rrilla forc!) defeated in Kien 
Phong provi !tee. 

'rIvo National ;'58(',,::-ly tieputi es assassinated by 
Communist G\,erri11a~. 

Larbe Communist euerrilla force defeated in 
Kien Tuong province. 

Series of attacks by 1,~A)Q Communist guerrillas 
in Kont~~ province. 

Large Communist guerrilla force attack!! capital 
of Phuoc Thanh province. 

Mekong River floods large sectors of uolta area. 
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1961 (continued) 

October 1 

October 18 

October 18-25 

October 24 

October 26 

N::lvember 17 

UM::LASSIFIED 

- 20 -

Col. Roanr, Thuy ~'run, head of t.he Vietr.am Liaison 
Nissio!! ~o t.;le ICC, kici'D.:'(,ed ~y Ccr.:r.~·jllist guerrillas; 
dead body recovered on October l7. 

President Diem decrees state of natio.'IIIl emergency. 

GenerD.l Haxwell D. Taylor mission to Vi.etnam. 

Vietnam Government letter to the ICC C~lrg~s the 
N::lrth Vietnamese Communist regime wi.tL :>rcc'l1iz1.ng 
and carrying out "elaborate and inter,,:·; ve" program 
of subve::osion, terror, and direct agg.llssion 
against Vietnam. 

In his National Day message to the Vietnamese 
people, President Diem stresses theme of national 
emergency and need for greater ef~ort and qynamic 
solidarity against "Communist 1Jnper1.alism." 

President Kennedy sends letter to President Diem 
citing the historic courage of the Vietnamese 
people and outstanding achievements of the Republic 
of Vietnam. In noting the "suffering, destruction, 
and death 'lhich Communism has brought to Vietnam," 
Presidont Kennedy agD.in reaffirms US determination 
"to help Vietnam preserve its 1.ndependence, protect 
its peoplo against Communist assassins, and build 
a better life through economic growth." 

Secretary of State Dean Rusk states in a press 
conference "the detormined and ruthless campaign 
of propaganda, infiltration, and subversion by 
the Corr.munist regime in N::lrth Vietnam to destroy 
the Republic of Vietnam and subjugate its peoples 
is a threat to the peace. The independence and 
terri torial integrity of that free country is of 
major and serious cor.cern not only to the people 
of Vietnam and their immediate neighbors but also 
to all other free nations." He again reaffirms 
IS determination "to help Vietnam preserve its 
independence" and notes there has been "an accel­
eration of deliveries" of US defense assistance 
to Vietnam. 
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Ilacember 8 

Ilacember U 

trn::LASSIFIED 

- 21 -

us Department of state issues official publication, 
A Threat to the Poace: ~:orth Vietnam's Efforts to 
COnquer ~u!~:yi.etn~ dOCu.-nentating North\r!etnam1s 
atrection andrsupport of the Communist guerrilla­
subversive war against the Republic of Vietnam 
through the infiltration of espionage agents, 
military personnel, lfflapons, and supplies. 

Secretary of State rean Rusk states in a press 
conference 1) the publication "shows clearly that 
the NOrth Vietnamose Communists have repeatedly 
violated the Geneva Accords" and "mnkes it clear 
that South Vietnam needs addittr>!'l'\J. :'"lp in defend­
ing U!lol£ ," 2) the US "is now L<iCi.Il6 steps to help 
South Vietnam develop the military, economiC, and 
social strength needed to preserve its national 
integrity," and 3) calls upon other nations to 
"join us in providing assistance to South Vietnam 
until such time as the Communists have halted 
their acts of violence and terror." 

President Diem signs decrees establishing provincial 
advisory councils and raising allowances for armed 
forces and Civil Guard perso~~~l. 

USIIB CrnE arrivas in Saigon. 

Presidents Diem-Kennedy correspondenco released 
simultaneously in Saigon and washington. President 
Diem states Co~munist authorities in North Vietnam 
"have nevor ceased to violate the Geneva Agreements" 
and "have resorted to terror in their efforts to 
subvert our people, dostroy our government, and 
ir.Ipose a Communist regime upon us. II His country, 
therefore, "now faces ,mat is perhaps the gravest 
crisis in its long history" and appeals for "further 
assistance from the US if we are to win the war 
now being waged against us. II President Kennedy 
respor-ds the US "shall promptly increase" tts 
assistance to Vietnam's "defense ef£ort as well 
as relieve the destruction of floods" &nd 101.f 
Communist authorities in North Vietnam will stop 
their campaign to destroy the Republic of Vietnam, 
the measures we are taking to assist your defense 
efforts will no longer be necessary." 
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now being waged against us. II President Kennedy 
respor-ds the US "shall promptly increase" tts 
assistance to Vietnam's "defense ef£ort as well 
as relieve the destruction of floods" &nd 101.f 
Communist authorities in North Vietnam will stop 
their campaign to destroy the Republic of Vietnam, 
the measures we are taking to assist your defense 
efforts will no longer be necessary." 
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1961 (continued) 

1962 

December 15 (continuod) 
Chinese Communist military missi.on. headed by 
Marshall Yeh Chien-ying, arri.ves in Hanoi. 
Departed December 31. 

December 22 COmmunist guerrillas k1.ll a member of US HAAG 
G~1og ambush of a Vietnamese ~ vehicle. 

December 29 Presi.dent Diem sLgns 10 decrees on fi.scal reforms~ 

January 4 

January 6 

US-VLetnam communiqus released simultaneously 10 
Washin:;;ton and Saigon aIL'lOu.nces "a broad ecollOlI1Lc 
and :;,,;.;ial program aimed at providing every 
Vietl"8J,!eS6 with the means for improving his 
stanc:?.;:d of living." Communique also states 
"im:Y'm,sed US assistance for both ilmIedl.ate 
econor.lic an,d social measures and longer-range 
dewj..:lpment re!'!.eci:s tht! confi.dence of the US 
COvernment ill the futuro of frl)e Viotnam" and 
welcomes assistance from "other governments 10 
carrying forward these programs." 

American civULan employee of an American 
corporation under contract to USOM fatally 
wounded in a Communist guerrilla ambush. 
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Tet or Lunar New Year 

Trwlg S1.sters Am1.VEIL"sary 

Amdversary of. Buddha 

May 1 

September 26 

October 26 

U~LAS.s IFD.:D 

- 23 -

Celebrated on the last day of the twe1!th 
month and the first :3 days of the fl.rst 
month of the lunar oalendar. 

Celebrated on the sixth day of. the second 
month of the lunar oalendar. 

Celebrated on the £ull moon of the f1..fth 
month of the lunar oalendar. 

President Ngo Dinh Diem's bl.rthday. 

Labor Da,y. 

"Double Seven" Day or anniversary of ~!go 
Dinh Diem's appointment as Pr1me 111n1.ster 
in 1954. 

Anniversary of. Confuoius. 

National Day or anniversary of. the 
establishment of. the Republic of Vietnam in 
1955. 

Memorial Day .for the War Dead. 

tm:L.ASSIFIED 

State - RD, Wash., D.C. 
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