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DEPARTMENT OF STATE
BUREAU OF INTELLIGENCE AND RESEARCH

Research Memorandum
RFE-1l, January 10, 1962

SUMMARY OF PRINCIPAL EVENTS IN THE HISTORY OF VIETNAH]‘

This Research Memorandum 1s designed to present in brief
narrative form the principal events in the history of Vietnam,
particularly since 1945. It lists events decisive in them-
selves or in Vietnam's evolution to the status of an independ-
ent state and indicative of the serious problems the'country
has faced since independence, While not purporting to be
complete or exhaustive, it up-dates and expands considerably an
earlier report, IR-E0LB, Summary of Significant Events in the
Histories of Vietnam, Cambodia, and Laos, October 2L, 1992. The
classification of this report, as in the case of the earlier one,
is intendesd to facilitate wide distribution,

~ S

Year (A.D.)

939 Vietnamese achieve independence after one thousand
years of Chlnese domination,

1284-87 Vietnamese under Tran Hung Dao defeat invasion by
Kublai Khan's Mongol forces.

1,28 Successful revolt by Le Loi ends second Chinese
occupation imposed in 1L06.

1470 Vietnamese military defeat of Chams brings about
decline of the Champa Empire.

1615 Roman Catholic Jesuit missionary priests establish
Christian mission at Faifo.

1649 Alexander of Rhodes, Roman Catholic Jesuit missionary
priest in Vietnam, completes catechism in Vietnamese
and in 1651 a Latin-Fortuguese-Vietnamese dictionary,
thus systemizing Romanized transpription of the
Vietnamese language from the Chinese,

T. TFinul analysis of the material contained in this report was

concluded on January 6, 1962.
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1802

1812
1858
1859
1862

1883

1899

1910-11

1930
1931

1936

1940

N

1545

March 9

March 10

March 25
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French install 3ias Long as emjerer o2 Annam {central
Vietnam), Tonkin (northern Vistnar), &nd Codilinchina
(southern Vietnam).

Emperor Gia Long formulates Vietnamege legal coda.
French-Spanish expedition at Tourane.
French expedition at Saigon.

Northern half of Cochinchina annexed as French colony
by Treaty of Saigon (June 5). Ammexation of rest of
Cochinchina completed by 1867.

French protectorates established over Tonkin and
Annam,

French colonies and protectorates in Indochina merged
inte an Indochinese Union under French Governor
General.

Modified French penal code and coede of criminal
Procedure introduced in Vietnam,

Formation of the Indochimese Communist Party.

Arrest of Ho Chi Minh in Hong Kong by the British.
Suppression of the Indochlnese Communiat Party by
the French police.

French permit the Indochinese Communist Party to
operate; suppress it agaln in 1939.

Japanese enter Tonkin (September) and reach agree-
ment with French colonial regime; attempted revolts
in Cochinchina suppressed,

Vlietnamese Communists form the Vietnam Independence
League, popularly known as the Viet Minh,

Japaniese take over direct adminlistration from the
French,

Annar i{s proclaimed independent under Emperor Bao

Dai. Tonkin and Cochinchina subsequently join the new
stata,

French Provisional Government issues statsment promis-—
ing new status for Vietnam,
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1945 {continued)

Aupust Vietnamese Communists establish "Provisional
Democratic Republic of Vietnam" in Tonkin.

August 13 Japanese surrender to allied forces.

August 25 Fmperor Bao Dai abdicates in favor of the "Democratic
Republic of Vietnam,"

September Chinese Nationalist armed forces enter Tonkin.
September 2 Independence of “"Democratic Republic of Vietnam!
under Ho Chi Minh's leadership proclaimed at Hanoij;

Bao Dai accepts position as its "supreme counsellor."

Septezber 12 French, British, and Indian military forces arrive
in Saigon.

September 23 French take control of Saigon.

October 9 French~British pact giving full recognition to
French rights in Indochina is sligned in London.

October 25 French begin military and civil operations to
reestablish French control over Vietnam,

1946
January British forces begin departure from Vietnam,

February 1, French High Commissioner establishes Provisional
Consultative Council for Cochinchina.

February 28 French-Chinese agreement provides for the withdrawal
of Chinese forces from Tonkin.

March 6 rrernch-Vietnamese Communist agreement recognizes
Vietnamese Communist regime "as part of the Indochinese
Federation and the French Uhion."

March 14 Marius Moutet, French Minister of Overseas France,
announces "free constitution to be granted to
Cochirchina,"

April Bac [ai goes into voluntary exile.

UNCLASSIFIZD
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1946 (continued)

April 19-May 11

June 1

July 6

August 1

September 1L

November

December 19

1947

May

October

1948

June S

June 6
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Dalat Conference between France and Vietnamese
Communist regime to implement agreement of
March 6, 1946.

Provisional Government of Cochinchina is
ertablished,

Foritain.bleau Conference held to continue
regcliations with Vietnamese Communist regime;
suspeared without results,

Second Dalat Conference convoked by .French
ccionial authorities.

Modus vivendi betwsen France end Vietnamese
Comunist regime signed at Paris.

Fighting between French and Vietnamese Communist
forces at Haiphong and Langson,

Fighting breaks out in HFanoi, followed by general
warfare and complete bre..kdown of relations
betwean France and Vietnzmese Communist regime,

French establish administrative committees in
Tonkin and Annam to rule areas under control of
French trocps.

Name of Provisional Cochinchina Government
chanza1 to Provisional Govervment of South
Vietnzin; General Nguyen Van Xuan elected
president.

Bao Dai, French High Cormissioner Emile Bollaert,
and General iguyen Van Xuan sign Bale dfAlong
(Ha Long Bay) Agroement to estcblish State of
Vietnam with Bao Dai as Chief of State within
the Freanch Union.

Provisional central government of Vietnam

formed by General Nguyen Van Xuan and installed
at Hanoli.
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1949

March 8

April

June 1}

Jdy 1

October

October 18

December 30

1950

st E R i,

January 9

January 18

January 28

February 7

February 19

March 19
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Elysee Agreement, in the form of an exchange
of letters between Bao Dal and President
Auriol of France, oytlines the general
principles affecting French-Vietnamese
relatlons,

Bao Dai returns to Vietnam,

An exchange of letters between Bao Dal and
French High Commissioner Leon Pignon puts into
effect the Elysee Agreement, US sends message
of welcome to Bao Dail.

Bao Dali decrees formally establish State of
Vietnam and provids basis for its organizational
and constitutional framework,

Chinese Communist troops reach the northern
border of Vietnam,

Bao Dai decrees establish Vietnamese judicial
systen.

France and Vietnam sign twenty-nine conventions
to implement the gemeral principles contalned in
the Elyseée Agreement.

Bao Dal appoints Nguyen Fhan Long as Vietnam's
first Prime Minister,

Vietnamese Communist regime is recognized
by Communist China and on January 30 by the USSR,

French National Assembly ratifies the Elyssee
Agreement.

Great Britain and the United States extend
de jure recognition to Vietnanm,

US Consulate General in Saigon is raised to
Legation accredited to Vietnam, Cambodia, and
Laoa,

Student uprising in Saigon occasioned by the arrival
in Saigon of two US naval ships on courtesy visit,
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1950 {continued)

1951

April

May
September-October

November 3

December 19

Decenber 23

December 26

. January

April 19

May 12

July 15

September 7
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Nguyen Phan Long cabinet falls,
Tran Van Huu is appointed Prime Minister.

French forces are defeated at Cao Bang and
lose northern border posts except Moncay.

Bao Dal announces decision to form National
Army of Vietnam,

General de Lattre, newly appcinted French High
Commissioner in Indochina and Commander-in-Chief
of the French Expaditionary Forces in the Far
East, arrives in Vietnam; declares a halt to

the evacuation of civilians from Hanoi.

US signs Mutual Defense Assigtance Agreement
with France, Vietnam, Cambodlia, and Laos for
indirect US military ald to Vietnam, Cambodla
and Laos.

France, Vietnam, Laos, and Cambodia sign ten
conventions at Pau, France, determining the
powers of joint organizations,

French-Vietnamese forces defeat Vietnzmese
Communist forces at the battle of Vinh Yen and
consolidate their defenses in the Tonkin delta
area,

At ceremony at Vinh Yen commemorating January
victory, General de Lattre pledges to "fulfill
independence of Vietnam," and Prime Minister
Tran Van Huu pledges “sincere cooperation”
with France to defeat the Communist forces.

Dalat massacres: reprisal assassinatlon of
20 Vietnamese '"'suspects®” by a French Surete
officer at Dalat.

Bao Dai decrees gensral mobilization of
manpower and resources for the war effort,

US signs agreement with Vietnam for direct
economic aid,
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1951 (continued)

1952

1953

Septomber 8

Qctober 15

.i':.p'f 1

September 1

September 18

October 12

Jaruary 9

January 25

May 11

June 6
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Dalegates from Vietnam, Cambodia, and Laos
participate in the signing of the Japanese
Peace Treaty at San Francisco.

Firet call in Vietnam for 15,000 men under
mobilization dacree.

Joan Letournoau, French Minlater of Statc in
charge of relations with the Associated GLuatw...
becomes Minist:r-resident in Indochina to periom

the duties usually assigned to the High Commissicner

The strength of the Vietnamese Army, including
auxiliaries, is reported to be 125,000 men.

Tran Van Huu cabinet is dismissed and Nzuyen
Van Tam is appointed Prime Minister of Vietnam,

US Legation in Saigon is ralised to Embassy
status. US Ambassador presents credentials to
Bao Dal. Vietnamese Embassy establisled in
Washington, D.C.

Installation and first meeting of the Provisional
National Council of Vietnam.

Hung Yen military sector in northern Vietnan
transierred from French to full Vietnamese
mllitary control,

The 200th US ship carrying military ald arrives
in Saigon.

Prime Minister Nguyen Van Tam reshuffles his
cabinat,

First local elections held although incomplete
and conducted only in pacified areas.

Vietnamesse piaster is devaiued.

Prime HMinister Nguyen Van Tam announces
ctrength of Vietnam'!s armed forces to be over
160,000.

CNCLASSIFIED
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1953 (continued)

1954

July 3

August 28

October 16

October 30-31

January 12

March

April 10

April 26

April 28

May 7

June U
June 16

July 7
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French Goverrment announces it prepared to
transfer its remaining powera to Vietnam,

Bac Dal and President Auriol of France lssue
communique affirming French intention to complete
Vietnam!s independence and restating Vietnam's
free adherence to the French Union.

Vietnamese "National Congress® proclaims opposition
to Vietnam's adherence to the French Uhion.

Vice President Nixon visits Vietnanm.

Buu Loc is appointed Prime Minister, succeeding
Nguyen Van Tam,

French-Vietnamese negotiations begin in France
for transfer of remaining French powers to Vietnam,

Bao Dai departs for France from where he governs
Vietnam until his deposition by referendum in 1955.

International conference opens at Geneva to discuss
Indochina and Korean situations, Indochina dis-
cussions attended by representativaes of France,
United States, United Kingdom, U.S5.S.R., Communist
China, Vietnam, Cambodia, Laos, and the Vietnamese
Communist regime.

French-Vietnamese declaration that mutual relations
will be conducted “on the basis of two fundamental
treaties "

French fortress at Dien Bien FPhu surrenders to
Vietnarese Communist armed forces.

Two French-Victnamese treatles inltialed.
Prime Minister Buu loc and his cabinet resign.

Neo Dinh Diem appointed Prime Minister by
Bao Dai.

URCLASSIFIED
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195 (continuod)

July 21 Geneva asrocments signod, ending hostilitlies
in Indochina, partitioning Vietnam at 17th Parallel
ponding countrywide "free general elections by
secret ballot" in 1956, pledging France to accord
complete independence to Vietnam, and creating
International Control Commission (ICC) to super-
vise impicmentation of the Agreements. Vietnam
and US not signatories, Most Vletnamese Communist
military forces subsequently withdraw from south
of the parallel.

US unilateral declaration made by Under Secretary
of State "alter B, Smith during the concluding
plenary scssion of the Geneva Conference states

US 1) “"will refrain from the threat or the use

of force to disturb" the Geneva Agreements,

2) "would view any roenewal of the aggression in
violation of the aforesaid apgreements with grave
concern and as seriously threatening international
poaco and socurity," and 3) "shall continue to seek to
achiove unity through free elections, supervised
by tho UN to lnsure that they are conducted
fairiy.n

Auvgust Flow of almost 1,000,000 refugees from North
to South Vietnam begins.

August 31 Genecral Paul Eiy, French High Commissloner for
Indochira, states France is unequivocably
cormitiod to support the South Vietnamese
goverrment as the legal government in Vietnam and
to grant it total independence.

October National Revolutionary Movement, mass politlcal
party, is founded.

October 10-11 Yorth Vietramese Communist regime formally takes
control of Hamnoi.

Yovember 19 Departure of General MNguyen Van Hlnh to France
stabilizes the internal political situation,

December 29 France, Victnam, Cambodia, and Laos sign agree-
ment in Paris abrogating the 1950 Pau Conventions
and dissolving quadripartite bodies established
by the Conventions.
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1955

January 1

January 2l

February

February 5

February 19

March 7

March 29

March 31

May 10

May 11
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US begins to render direct asslstance to Vietnam,
on the basis of the existing pentalateral

agreement of December 1950, for support of the
Vietnamese armed forces,

In an interview with a New York Post correspondent
Prime Minisiter Diem states that Vietnam would

do everything possible to help the ICC and would
wait to see whether conditions of freedom existed
in Communist North Vietnam at the time stipulated
in the Geneva Agreements for holding Vietnam-wide
elections.

French relinquish command authority over the
Vietnamese Army.

Prime Minister Diem announces that US MAAG
will assist In training the Vietnamese Army.

Prime Minister Diem decrees the first of a
series of laws initiating impartant and extensive
land reform program,

Southeast Asia Collective Lefense Treaty -- with
its protocol covering Vietnam, Cambodia, and
Laos -- comes intc force.

US-Vietnamese agreement supplements existing
economic cooperation agreement of September 1951.

Armed non-Communist revolt precipitated in Saigon
by the Binh Xuyen political-bandit group, spread-
ing ultimately into large-~scale dissidence in the
southern provinces with the participation of
elements of the Cao Dai and Hoa Hao religious
secta,

French-North Vietnamese agreement provides for
a lorth Vietnamese Liaison Misslon to the ICC
to operate in South Vietnam,

Prime Minister Diem forms new cabinet composed
largely of his own followers.

University of Saigon comes under complete
Vietnamese control.
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1955 (continued)

July

July 1

July 7

July 16

August

August 9

August 16

QOctober

October 23

October 26

October 31

Daocmber 5

Decembar 12

UNCLAS el
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Communists initiste firgt overt propaganda
moves in South Vieolnam by ‘dictributing literature
signed by North Vietnam?!s "National Unlted Front,"

French formally relinquish command authority over
the Vielnamosa Mavy.

French formally tranafor Nha Trang alr base
to Vietnamogo control.

Primo Ministcr Diom, in reforring to Geneva
Agrooments provision for Viotnam-wide elections,
statos that tho Viotnam Govornment is "not agalnst
tho principlo of tho ballot,” that such electlons
taro offoctivoe only with freodom," and that the
North Vietnanoso Camnunist regime must prove that
it “discontinuos totalitarian methods of terror."

Aftor a yoar of refugoo migration, almost 600,000
refugeos from North Vietnam have been placed in
resettlemont sitos.

Prime Minister Diom reiterates Vietnam's support
for tho "principle of ossentially free elections"
called for in tha Ganava Agroements but states
that "nothing constructive will be realized" so
long as the Morth Vietnamose Communist regime
does not permit tho pcople "to enjoy democratic
freedom and fundamental human rights,"

Last French lfigh Commlssioner in Vietnam departs.

Binh Xuyon i dofoated as an orponized armed
insurgent forco.

Naticnal reforendum deposos Bao Dal as Chlef of
State in favor of Prime Minister Diem,

Chief of State Diem proclaima Vietnam to be a
Republic under his Presidency.

President Diem issues hig first order to the
Vietnamaso armod forces as their Supreme Commander,

President Diowm decrees now Vietnamese nationality .
law,

US Consulate in Hanoi is closed,

UKCLASSIFIED
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1956

January

February 12

March L

March 15

April 6

April 28

June 5=10
Juy 6-7

July 30

September 14

September 19

October 26
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Army units occupy Tay Ninh, principal Cao Dai
political center, leading to break-up of
organized Cao Dal armed insurgency. Agreement
with Cao Dai leaders on February 28 legalizes
Cao Dai religious practices and forbids its
political activitles as a rellglous sect.

Tran Van Scai, leader of an lmportant Hoa Hao
faction, surrenders. Ba Cut, another principal
Hoa Hao leader, is captured on April 13, leading
to break-up of organized Hoa Hao armed insurgency.

First national elections give the National
Revolutionary Movement and other pro-government
political parties overwhelming majority in Vietnamis
first national legislature, the National Constituent
Assembly.

Inaugural session of the National Constituent
Assembly.,

Vietnam Government announces i1t will continue
to cooperate with the ICC and reiterates its
position of supporting Vietnam-wide elections
at such time as conditions in Comunist

Forth Vietnam permit genuinely free voting.

French Military High Command in Vietnam is
dissolved.

French Parliamentary delegation visits Vietnam.
Vice President Nixon visits Vietnam,

Vietnamese Liaison Mission to ICC is established
preparatory to the transfer of functions from
the French Liaison Mission.

President Diem reshuffles his cabinet,

French Air Force offielally transfers the Tourane
air base to Vietnamese control.

Vietnam's first constitution promulgated and

Mational Constituent Assembly officially
transferred into a National Assembly.
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1956 {continued)
November 11-12 Typhoon disaster in Mekong River delta provinces,

November 16, 20 Radio Hznoi broadcasts admit peasant resistance
and armed clashcs in North Vietnam's Nghe An
province, On November 29, President Diem
denouncas the YNorth Vietnamese Communist regime's
military actions in Nghe An province as a violation
of human rights and a forceful suppression of
persons wishing to move to the southern zone and
urged the UN to take the matter under consideratlon;
Vietnam also protests to the ICC, charging the
North Vietnamese Communist regime with violation of
Article lhc of the Geneva Agresments.

Docember 28 Nguyen Nzoc Tho confirmed by National Assembly
as Vietnam's first Vice Preslident, following
his appointment by President Diem.

1957
February 22 Attempted assassination of President Diem at
rural fair In Ban Me Thuot by a Cac Dai acherent.
March 5 President Diem enunciates new national investment

pO]. icy .

March 27-April L Asian Foople's Anti-Communist League holds its
third conference in Saigon. Vietnam established
as site of permanent secretarliat.

April 11 Lucien Cannon, Chief of the Canadian Delegation
to the ICC, i3 murdered.

May 2 National milltary conscription program decreed.

May 5-19 President Diem visits the United States.

June French naval and air force tralning mission
withdrawn.,

July 29 US eptablishes consulate at Huse.

August 15-19 President Diem visits Thailand,

September 2-9 President Diem visits Australla,
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1958

1959

(continued)
September 18-22

October 22
November L4-8

November 12

January L

February 20

February 26
March 19-23
April 26

May 17

Aygust 10

September 10

Novenmber 6=7

February 15-18

UNCLASSZFIED
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President Diem visits the Republic of Korea.

Bombing of US MAAG and USIS installations
In Saigon; US personnel injured.

President Diem vicslits India.

Formal opening of the University of Hue,

Large Communist guerrilla band attacks rubber
plantation north of Saigon, reflecting steady
increase in Communist armed activities since

m:'l.d-1957 .

Fire sweeps Gia Kiem refugee resettlement
center leaving 20,000 persons homeless,

President Diem announces cabinet changes.
Prosident Diem visits the Philipplines,

Vietnam Government declaration on concrete
mgasures tc be taken by North Vietnam in order
to create conditions for the holding of free
elections as stipulated in the Geneva Agreements.

North Vietnamese Liaison Misslon to the ICC
withdrawn from Saigon.

Large Communist guerrilla force attacks in
Tay Ninh.

Vietnamese-French agreement signed providing
French ald for the Vietnam Government's
agrarian reform program,

President Rhee of the Republic of Korea visits
Vietnam,

Roman Catholic Church in Vietnam holds Marian
Congress, Presided over by Papal Legate
Cardinal Agagianian,
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1959

March 19«22

April 22-26

May 13

June 11

July

July 8

July 10

August 3-5
August 7

August 1L

August 30

December 18=21

President Prasad of India vigits Vietnanm.

President Garcia of the Philippines visits
Vietnam., Vigtnam~Philippines treaty of
friendship signed on April 26,

Japan and Vietnam sign World War II reparations
agreement.

Vietnam-Laos agreements (six) on minorities,
border control, commerce and finance, and sup-
pression of smuggling signed in Vientlane.

Vietnam Government publishes official publication,
Violations of the Geneva Agreements by the Viet
A Annual installments published

Minn Communists,
in July 1960 and May 1961.

Communist guerrillas attack Vietnamese military
base at Bien Hoa, killing and wounding several
US MAAG personnel,

In Belgian Communist publication Red Flag, Ho
Chi Minh, head of the North Vietnamese GCommunist
rezime, states "we are building soclalism in
Vietnam, but we are building it in only one

part of tho country, while in the other part

we still have to direct and bring to a close

the middle-class democratic and anti-imperialist
revolution,"

Crowmn Prince Sihanouk of Cambodia viseits Vietnam.
Trans-Vietnam railroad inaupgurated.

Thai=lerth Vietnaneze Ned Cross organliations

sign agrccment to repatriato Thalland!s Vietnamese
refugoe nminority to Forth Vietnam.

Sscond rational eloctions glve the National
Revolutionary ilovement and other pro-government
political parties overwhelming majority in the
National s~ssembly.

King and Queen of Thalland visit Vietnam.
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1960

January

January 15-19
February 15-19

March

March 2L

June 9

June 10

July 20

September 5-10

UNCLASS[FID
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Large Comnunist guerrilla band attacks Vietnamese
army installation in Tay Ninh, indicating growing
size and aggressiveness of Communist guerrilla-
subversive apparatus and initlating the present
security crisis,

In an article in Hoc Tap, journal of the Communist
Party (Lao Dong) in North Vietnam, General Vo
Nguyen Giap, head of the North Vietnamese armed
forces, states "the North has become a large rear
echelon of our army" and "“the North is the revolu-
tionary base for the whole country.”

President Diem visits the Republic of China.
President Diem visits Malaya.

Communist guerrilla force attacks leprosarium in
Bien Hoa province,

President Diem inaugurates first agroville in
Phong Dinh province.

Vietnamesa-French agreement on outstanding
financial and properties issues and on trade
relations.

Burmese parliamentary delegation arrives in Saigon,

Chinese and other foreipn Aslan congregations
in Vietnam are disaolved.

Vietnam National Assembly delegation leaves
Saigon for six-week visit to the United States.

Jrd National Congress of the Lao Dong Party is
held in Hanoi, with considerable attention
devoted to South Vietnam,

On September 5, in addressing the opening of
the Congress, Ho Chi Minh states "the North is
becoming more and mare consolidated and trans-
formed into a firm base for the struggle for
national reunification,"
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1960 (continued)
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September 5~10 {continued)

October

October 1B

November B8

November 10

On the same day, Le Duan, First Secretary of the
Central Committee of the Lac Dong Party, in
delivering the Committee's political report,
states 1) one of the "momentous tasks" of the
Party is "to liberate the South from the atrocious
rule of the US imperialists and their henchmenj;“
2) "we must constantly intensify our scolidarity
and the organization and education of the people
of the Seuth;" and 3) "the southern people’s
reveclutionary struggle" combines varied forms
ranging "from elementary to advanced, legal, and
illegal" and aims at drawing "the masses of the
pecple Into the common struggle against the WS-
Diem clique."

On September 10, the resclution adopted by the
Congress declares clearly that an "immediate
task" of the "revolutionary struggle of our
compatriots in the South" is to overthrow
President Diem?!s government.

Series of attacks by large Communist guerrilla
force in the Kontum-Pleiku area.

President Diem announces cablnet changes.

Secretary of State for the Presidency, Mguyen
Dinh Thuan, declares in a press conference that
Communist guerrilia attacks in the Kontum-Plelku
area in late October were staged from bases in
the "North" through Laos in preparation for
further actions in Vietnam and that events in
Laos had facilitated communiat movements in
Vietnam.

Vietnam Government sends letter to the ICC charg-
ing that communist attacks in Kontum-Flelku area
in late October 1) involved regular army forces
from Communist North Vietnam through Laos,

2) constitute cpen aggression which was well
prepared, commanded by high-ranking officers, and
conducted by regular forces trained in North
Vietnam, and 3) employed weapons made in North
Vietnam or other Communist countries.
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1960 (continued)

November 11-12 Abortive coup attempt by small group of junlor
and middle grade military officers and certain
polltical opposition elements,

Novembar 25-28 Vice President Macapagal of the Philippines
visits Vietnam,

1961

January 18-19 Vietnam participates with the Phillppines and
the Republics of Xorea and Chlna in foreign
ministers conference in Manlla.

January 29 Radio Hunoi praiscs establislment of the "National
Front for Liberation of South Vietnam (NFLSV),"
allegedly founded in December 1960. On January 30,
Radio Hanoi, gquoiing the press organ of the Communist
Party (Lao Dong) in North Vietnam, states the "sacred
historical task" of the NFLSV is "“to overthrow the
US-Diem clique" and “to liberate the south.®

February 6 President Tiem announces intention to reorganize
the government.

April In an article in the Lac Dong Party!s journal
Hoc Tap, Truong Chinh, member of the Politburo
of the Lao Donp Party, states 1) the "two
strategic responsibilities of the Viotnamese
ravolution" are "to carry out the socialist
revolution in Morth Vietnam" and "to liberate
South Vietnam from the ruling yoke of the U3
imperialists and their henchmen" and 2} "southern
compatriots have to rise and group thempolves
under the fiphting banner of the Liberation Front
to destroy the US-Diemist regime,™

April 3 US-Vietnam Treaty of Amity and Economic Relations

signed in Saigon. National Assémbly ratifies
treaty on June 1k,

April 9 President Diem and Vice President Tho elacted by
outstanding majority in Vietnam'!'s first
presidential elections,

April 29 President Tiem sworn in for second term,
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1961 (continued)

May 11-13

May 17

May 29

June 19

June 24

July 8

July 14-16

July 24

August 1y-16

September 1-L

September 18

October

T L e

Vice President Johnson visits Vietnam.

Vietnam-US communique on May 13 states 1) both
governments will extend and build upon existing
programs of military and economic aid, 2)
Vietnam's regular armed forces will be increased
with US assistance, 3) US will provide assistance
for the entire Civil Guard, 4) US military experts
will bo used to assist Vietnam's armed forces in
health, velfare, and public works activities at
the villase level, and 5) special group of US
economic and fiscal experts will be sent to
Vietnam To work out financial plan as basis for
joint efforts.

Vietnamese cclegation, led by Forelgn Minister
Mau, arrives in Geneva tc participate in 1h-
nation conference on lLaos,

President Diem announces cabinet reorganization,

US Special Financial Group headed by IDr. Eugene
Staley arrives in Sairon.

ICC decidr it has competsnce to investigate
complaints cf actions centrary to Articles 10,

19, 2lt, and 27 of the Agreement. on the Cessation
of Hostilities in Vietnan of the Geneva Agreements,

attempted assassination of US Ambassador Frederick
E. Tolting,

Largs Cornuilst guerrillz force defeated ln Kien
Phong province.

Two National fssembly depulies assassinated by
Communist puerrillas.

Large Communist puerrilla force defsated in
Kien Tuong province,

Series of attacks by 1,000 Communist guerrillas
in Kontum province.

Large Communist guerrilla force attacks capital
of Phuoc Thanh province,

Mekong River floods large sectors of delta area.
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1961 (continued)

October 1 Col. Hoang Thuy Mam, head of the Vietnam Liaison
Missiol. Lo tie ICC, kidnapped hy Comtiinist guerrillas;
dead body recovered on October 17.

October 18 President Diem decrees state of national emergency.
Cctober 18-25 General Maxwell D. Taylor missicn to Vietnem,

October 24 Vietnam Government letter to the ICC ckarges the
North Vietnamese Communist regime with arpznizing
and carrying out "elaborate and intennive" program
of subversion, terror, and direct aggression
against Vietnam,

October 26 In his National Day message to the Vietnamese
people, President Diem stresses theme of national
emergency and need for greater effort and dynamic
solidarity against "Communist imperialism,"

President Kennedy sends letter to President Diem
citing the historic courage of the Vietnamese
people and outstanding achievements of the Republic
of Vietnam, In noting the "suffering, destruction,
and death which Communism has brought to Vietnam,"
Presidont Kennedy again reaffirms US determination
"to help Vietnam preserve lts independence, protect
its peoplo against Communist assassins, and build

a better life through economic growth,"

November 17 Secretary of State Dean Rusk states in a press
conference "the detormined and ruthless campaign
of propaganda, infiltration, and subversion by
the Communist regime in North Vietnam to destroy
the Republic of Vietnam and subjugate its peoples
is a threat to the peace, The independence and
territorial integrity of that free country is of
major and serious concern not only to the people
of Vietnam and their immediate neighbors but also
to all other free nations."™ He again reaffirms
US determination Yto help Vietnam preserve its
independence® and notes there has been "an accel=
eration of deliveries" of US defense aseistance
to Vietnam. '
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1961 (continued)
Dacember 8

Dacember 11
December 15
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US Department of State issues official publication,
A Threat to the Peace: North Vietnam's Effarts to
Conquer South Vietnam, documentating North Vietnam's
direction and support of the Communist guerrillae
subversive war against the Republic of Vietnam
through the infiltration of espionage agents,
military personnel, weapons, and supplies.

Secretary of State Lean Rusk states in a press
conference 1) the publication "shows clearly that
the North Vietnamese Communists have repeatedly
violated the Geneva Accords" and "makes it clear
that South Vietnam needs additlonal '.vlp in defend=-
ing itself,'2) the US "is now tdaxing steps to help
South Vietnam develop the military, eccnomic, and
soclal strength needed to preserve its national
integrity," and 3) calls upon other nations to
"join us in providing assistance to South Vietnam
until such time as the Communists have halted
their acts of violence and terror.®

President Diem signs decrees establishing provincial
advisory councils and raising alleowances for armed
forces and Civil Guard personnal,

USNS CORE arrives in Saigon.

Presidents Diem-~Kennedy correspondence released
simultaneously in Salgon and Washington, President
Diem states Communist authorities in North Vietnam
"have never ceased to violate the Geneva Agreements"
and "have resorted to terror in their efforts to
subvert owr people, destroy our government, and
impose a Communist regime upon us." His country,
therefore, "now faces what is perhaps the gravest
crisis in its long history" and appeals for "further
assistance from the US if we are to win the war

now being waged against us." President Kennedy
respords the US “shall promptly increase" its
assistance to Vietnam's "defense effort as well

as relieve the destruction of floods" and Yif
Communist authorities in Nerth Vietnam will stop
their campaign to destroy the Republic of Vietnam,
the measures we are taking to assist your defense
efforts will no longer be necessary,"
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December 15 (continuod)

December 22

December 29

January L

January 6

Chinese Communist military mlssion, headed by
Marshall Yeh Chien-~ying, arrives in Hanoi,
Departed December 31.

Communist guerrillas kill a member of US MAAG
curing ambush of a Vietnamese Army vehicle,

President Diem signs 10 decrees on flscal reforms,

US-Vietnam communique released simultaneocusly in
Washington and Saigon anncunces "a broad economic
and sccial program aimed at providing every
Vietrzwese with the means for improving his
standai'd of living." Communique also states
"increised US assistance for both immediate
econonic and social measures and longer-range
devolopment, reflects the confidence of thae US
Government iun the future of frne Viotnam" and
welcomes assistance from Yotber governments in
carrying forward these programs.,"

American civillan employee of an American

corporation under contract to USOM fatally
wounded in a Cormunist guerrilla ambush,
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Selected List of Special Celcbr.ntions and hational Holidays

Tet or Lunar New Year Celebrated on the last day of the twelfth
month and the first 3 days of the first
month of the lunar calendar,

Trung Sisters Anniversary Celebrated on the sixth day of the second
month of the lunar calendar,

Anniversary of Buddha Celebrated on the full moon of the fifth
month of the lunar calendar,

Jamuary 3 President Ngo Dinh Diem's birthday.

May 1 Labor Day.

July 7 tDouble Seven" Day or anniversary of MNgo
Dinh Diem's appointment as Prime Minister
in 195L.

September 28 Anniversary of Confucius,

October 26 National Day or anniversary of the
establisiment of the Republic of Vietnam in
1955.

November 2 Memorial Day for the War Dead,
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