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The dN!'t. "urn)' Report. on Rio. I'rogN_1 ng aDd )lov_ent/Dbt.ribut.ion 
II HR COftrs t.he dgniN.oant aspects and points out t.h. _in pl'Oblelll 
a!'<NS involviru> l"ioe. 

What. beo_ o~oue "1'7 quiokl,y t.O aIl10ne cheeld,ng in t.o t.h. handBill 
of the rio. traC. is that. it is a .... 1'7 ~le:x _tter and I wond.r it 
it can be tota~ unchtMltood by _ne IIIlch &!!I oul" •• l .... e .,no are not. 
int1utely involnd and a PIIl"t of t.h. syet_. 

IJv.ring the ooun. of the innlltiption b1 "'1". Richard Long. _ had a 
t.horc:lUl!h di.cussion at the 'be~ and at the end and h. workeel c10 •• l;y 
with _ of the lIIembers of C,)RC:" at. hHdquart.ers and in II,.. of the 
Pl'Orlnc .. eo _ alread;y had s<*e lmovlecll. of hh rind.i~a. 

'l'bou&h the NPOl"t i!l good I ",ill t.ake adftntag. of the opport.unit,. to 
lI&k. a fev additional c;:; enta that. lllight add lin extN _su.re ot inform­
at.1on to'lillrd and.ret.anding the whole Picture. 

Th. pl"O't'1noea had "1'7 obvious inrhteel IIIOnthl.v iIIIport. requi~nts. 
eit.b.,. don. deli'beNt.l;y 01" by faulty .. t1mat .. of production. '!'hil va. 
all_ in 1969 when 1IIport.s UlQl.lnteel to abo\lt halt of stateel ~nta 
and t.bia _nt on fol" nine lIOm.h. 'before the III.\PfIl;y of rio. in th. market 
ROt ti&bt. hwn tnIII'! _ don't Imow ..nat llight ha_ been done b7 t.h. 
lIe1'Ohants and/or pl'Ol"ir.ce o1'ficials to cNAt. the alld crieil _ had in 
seTanl 1'ffi-2 prorlncea in lat. 1969. 

In 1910 wh.n the prorlnoea _re :receiving their full-quot.a of r1ce each 
IIIOntb it ,... dHfiCl1lt to find ric. on .. 1. at. aut.horiAC! deal.MI at 
the off1cial price. r~ d.alere would put rice for sal. in seall 
-m. for shol"t periods of t1me perllapot tor one or two hou" a da,. or 
a ,.....tIOUl'1I in Ii veM. The a ... n.a. olU .. n had to buy 1"1c. out of the 
"back door" of t.he __ dHlen at a price ort.en .ore than double the 
orfic1al prie •• 

The 1 .... 1" populeteel Pl'Orino •• (Cuang Due and Phu eon) have not l!IiIde the 
t.re.nlition 'rca the preY1ou. oredit syst_ to the C11J'1'ent. cash and CIll'lT 
be.ais. The elaill h t.hat th.re are no merchants with tlUrficient capitAl 
to pa,. in adYance. Arl"llng_nt. t.o borrow IlIOnI!)' from ADB liN undervay 
to Pl'OYid. the neee.s.ry capit.al. It ._" strange t.het. th", lIIerchanta 
that ad. the profit. 0 ... 1" t.b. yeat'll when the,. collpcteel cash tor sal .. 
to cultOllers but often d.layed for month" p.a:rlnl the GYN ..... " unable to 
find the nec .... ry capital 1'01" the chan!!e t.o .. pay in adn.nce .yet_. 
There 11 one aspect or the nnr a;rat .. ~t.at is unrealistio for a 
~re1al opeNtiDn and it .hould be :NIIOlnd b7 the GVN. That i. t.he 
NqU..irr nt. for the _reh.nt. to ..urt.afn an serg.ncy stock l_el 
C,lIrutNlly )0 days). They are ro!luctant t.o keep that III1ch =ney t.1ee1 up 
in a stock of rio. t.hat. 111 l'lIOt. IIIOri~. 1"h.,. have a 1.~it1ut. oomplaint. 
If t.h. GYK want. an _rgeney atock of ric. th.,. ahou1d expeet. to pili)" 

the cost and not. have 11. pas.ed on to the conS1.Ulter a" pal"t of th. markn 
price. 
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Tbe~ had 'bcHm tow or thJ'<M prorlnce. t.hat. >.ad decreased t.heir ~re­
-n.e but. this ..... .ore t.han o1'h.t. by increase .. in ot.her pronnce •• 

:GIIe of t.be highland. prorlnce. had t.o bear ot.ra cost.s. '!'bey .... ~ not 
a.lw.ys abl. t.o ,..,.,. t.he rioe troe dookdd. direct.tv t.o t.he proTinee tIC) 

had t.o rent. w.rehou"e spa"e for t.erIpOrary $t.ora~ and J'lII!!' the additional 
bandling and It.orll8e fH.. c;ua.ng rue had to offload int.o a so.er,_nt. 
warehoulle in s..-thuot. and .... it f?r the per1oc!ic opening ::.1' OL-U troe 
!3anIMtbuot. t.o Cia !>gIlia. 1'be 110"" from Barmet.huot. t.o Gia !lghia w. by 
lIlil1t.aJ'Y cOln'Oy and ft.IiV~: _II reiabul'1led by t.he province for t.he u..e of 
the mill t.aJ'Y t.ruckA. 

There were indioatiomo t.hat. st. t.he !IUIe t.iIe t.he GVl\ lII11it.ar:r in IIff""l'&l 
prorlnaes _re o).b;ing they were not. abl" to g.t. t.heir authori_ad 
ration through t.heir Official channel.. rice troe ARVN ~U&rt.ermast..r 
stockll .. bein,- sold t.o IHrohant. for !'~rt.hllr sale on t.he black r:arket. 

k'h4lll the syst_ changed t.o the pre.ant one where C'A is 1IIOYing &l1 rice 
troe on board ship to t.he r,::A w.rebOU.e I!nd then issuing it. t.o t.he 
prorlnce. rro. t.here, 1IeYe!'81 prorlnce. haTe refUsed t.o accept s.,... 
alloo&tiona by c141_1 '11 t.hat. t.here ...... po1la~e. ~hen the pro'rlnc .. took 
their rice c1reot.l,y 1'I'0Il:: t.he ship t.h.,. accepted the risk t.hat t.here _ld 
be _ .poi~e. Now c";~ ablOrb. 811 .poilage that can be det.ect.eeI by 
obser'ftt.ion-1ll.spect.ion in t.he MO' ... rehouse. 1'h.re han been inst.anoe. 
'IoIhe~ large aIIIOUnt. of spoiled rice .... s kept in the G"" re«ional .... rehouses 
wait.ing cI1sposal instruat.ions. The prooes. t.ook ...... ra1 IIlOnt.h. t.o resolve. 

It. .... not unrealistic for provincee t.o ha.... • sliding 804le ror fiF.Urina 
requ.ir_nt... It. .... otten ba.ed on proxiadt.y to produat.ion. for t.he 
pop1l.ation in t.he province capital t.he requ.i.-nt ..... placed at. 12 to 
l5kg. per pel'1lOn per month. 'for the dilt.rict. it. !!dght be ~ t.o 10 and 
for the Tillage • .t.Iqf. The rat.ion&le of t.his ... 9 obrlou.l,y t.hat. t.he n .. rer 
a person ~ t.o t.he 1'anl t.he easier it. .... t.o ooy rice gro~ loelLllJo'. 

Exception i8 taken wit.h one point. in the t.ext.. It. is t.he la"t. .ent.enee 
of t.he lIIiddle p"ragrap/l on palle 5 were it st.&T.eS tlll&t the highlands b.ve 
little or no al!"icult.urd proCuotion pot.ential. !his 18 not. a fair 
en.lution. There is lI.Ioh 4OOIellent. 1'a~ land in t.he highland. suit.&ble 
for g~ a wide variet.:r of cro" •• 

~h7 t.he whole rice pict.ure didn't. become a major scandal i8 a ~stery. 
?here wore large diver1lions to t.he blae!!: lII&l'k.t.s. ~e unjustified 
profit.IJ ware made and one would be ta:pt.ed t.o conclude t.hat collusion 
betwelUl GVN officials and t.he IMrohant.a had t.o be a 1'act.or, othe",1se 
the public int.erelt. oould not. have beer. "0 blat.ant.ly abused tor lItloh a 
lone t.t... 

Hopefully t.hee. a~t.IJ will add an Additional meaaura of UllIC!erstanding 
t.o the oOlllpln: _tt.er of rioe in "~-2. 

I.A~I!!1JC:: 1'. l'lJo l.,tGAl: 
"peoial As.t. tor 
Village Develo~ 
CORL~ MIl II )ihatrang 




