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1. In t .. epinb "ith our convera;:.tiun of 25 vct 1 have i're,:>~red II 

paper covering "hat I feel are the ~ain considerations outside of 
the pure :iecurity question conccrnin,..: 0i·ening of the rll.ilroad. 

2. All I indic"ted 1.0 you Ibrlicr I .. '" ver. r"uch alj;llinst reopening 
'U1c ru.ilroud u.n,l I teel the reo.>iunl< tor not doing 80 a.re Ylllid ... nd 
tar out lofei"h the l're:lti~e t3ctor that reo;lening might iiivo the 
GVN. The railroad silll"l;, is not n",,<1e,l to tbe ex.tent thaI. it is 
Yorth ,IlayillJS the cos t inyol yed. 

J. You ",uybaTe anticipated II shorter comment troo me hut 1 
(:t)nsider th" ..... tter ot reok'eniDg the rll.ilro .. d tar 1.00 iuport .. nt 
an i SIIU", to ~o oyer lic::htly. 

4. 10 l,ut &11 this into ... CU.lll" 0. Olle ,;hurt para,;ra. b is u.nuther 
1I&1.1.er. II.n·~ I huYfI not a1.1.eloljltelt 1.0. It I "ere rer,lying 1.0 CO. i.'&ak 
Force '::>outh r "'Qui,: tell hill! th,,1. I &gree vi1.h tdlll cOl.,piehl:/, i1ud 
th .. 1. thio hp.a,~quLrt.eril vill do ev"r,;t.hin" l,ollaibl& 1.0 j·reven1. the 
reok,elang of the railro...t. 



A raUroc baa a ..-1 UOIa ot lte1' 1JIport_ in .oat undeveloped oountrle. 
becauae it 1& uu.al.lT the prillBl7 Mana of tranaporlatiola .. the road, air 
and vater ."e..,1lt. IIJ'SteIIa are pr:lJdtive or at best very l1.1Idted. Bow­
ever, in 'iN the railr9ad doe. not fill the prillary .pot in the tr_porta­
tion lI)"8telll.o VI nOlif ball a very de~nt bighvaT Q1Ite_ that i. baaed on 
two .. in nortn-lIOuth rout.ee with ...,el'lll eall~t lat.erw vhich givtl 
reuonable acees. to all parte of the coun\ry. 

'rhere 111 an lIJIIbiUous program ot ElXPanaion 8lId ilaprovellllnt of t.he JUlin 
roads. Partaof the RD prograJI 11!1 devoted to illproving provillC1al tarJa to 
lIUket t7Pe roc. so overall the country'. road !Jetvork though far froa 
rucbing an ideal .tatua 1& !Jevertheless wl.l along toward Meting basic 
require_ntll for a caantry aeaHng to enter I davelGpllllnt ara. 

When the raUroad md the two north south bighways (rout.ee 1 aDd 14) vera 
cut in 1965, a crillis of aajar proport1011111 followed. A cruh prograJI 
Vall UDdartaken to de'Nlgp alternate lII8al'lll of tran8port. Obrloual,y tbese 
alternaUv811 had to be .. a and air. P'.I.shing boat.e vere converted to oargo 
veseels and d1 verted rro. fiahing to IIIOYBllent of oargo up and dawn the 
cout to the II8IV' pall. ports. Canatruction of a.u.ll boat.e (20-100 tana) 
Vall expanded ani speeded up to provide IIOre -.u. coutal cargo vassa!a. 
!be tlaat created IIII.Y han been rq-tag hilt. it did a troe.ndous 30b in 
.oving cargo and contimJes to do .0 aDd ill being illproved and expaDdad 
further. 

Along with the expan.a1on of the neat of -.u. coastal ves .. l..s c_ the 
conatrucUon, expanaiOD and 1Japrov_nt of port facilities and -r.te. to 
acca.odate the .hips. Major vorl!; 1fU accolllPll.ahed at Saigon, c.. Ranh. 
HbaTr.ng, Qu.1 Nhon and llmang vhUa several ....u ports at !'han 'l'I:I1et, 
Phan ling, !'ban R1 Cua, '1'lV' Hoa &lid QIwIg IIp1 .... n illproved though on a 
IIOre .... t scala. -n.ae ports are in population canters &lid haTe the 
greater -.sure or _urity that i. pnsent. at theee pl..:es. 

Ex:isting airtiJlld facil1tu,s wen expanded and nev airtialde vare cons­
t.rucned so that _ eftry prov1_ capital has an airtiJl1d of au1t.abla 
a1.Ia to .,COIIOdata cargo aircran.. Granted that U.S. operated aircraN. 
-.d by' far the largast .IIIOIIJlt of cargo when cost VA not a priM oon­
sideration but where llUitary necessity required atrl1tt of .upplies and 
people. Both WAF and Air VI have gone throIIzh the procellS of rapid 
expansion and for a country all 1I.u.ll A TN, the artat10n capacity 1& t.­
preslliva. 

It ill .. 11 Jcngvn that the U.S. has "n ... inl,y reaponaible for t.he expan.a1on 
of the land, Ilea and air 8Yllte- md continues to be the only significant 
factor in the higbvay ~rovement progrUl but the fact is that syllte .. now 
exist and are functioning. 

'!be growth of COl ,.,ial trucking in VII hall r-n a rema.rlcable thing and baa 
been prillar:l.l.y a View-se acco..pl1&hII8nt. It has expanded to such an ex­
tent and gperat.ee 110 widellpre.:! thro1lghout the country that the rall~j 
has bean far IIUl"pUsed in ability to move cargo and were it to reopen it 



would lllake UttJ.e baadvq in retaking ground lost to the truckers. Wbn 
IlWIt be recognised is that the trucking indlllltry baa been born of naeeUII.tT~ 
bl~ in llpite of tre_ndollll adversUy and nOlI perfol'lQ8 wonders for 
the pe~ and the econo~ of the nation. It has truly been an amuing 
thing and the cauntl'y is years ahead of where they ~ght have been in 
treaportation had they tr1.ad to stick to the task of keepbg the raUNc 
open. 

The raUrosd Willi ~rtant but llI!I~r to t, he extent it would be expected. 
The bulk of the Vietna.se population wu not mob1le but quita statio. 
a_rce was not flourishing to the extent. that. there 11'&8 a now of a 
large volllllle or goods. A large part. of the country was on a subsistence 
f8l'll1.ng buis 11111 all but. the delta 11'&8 a food deficit lINJa so commercial 
IIIItivity an::I population /IOVement _ far less than at present. 

In a countr/ at war and with limited resources available both Material and 
IIIUIpoVer it is .ssential that theM resources be ut.ilized in way-a that are 
.seent.ial to the IlUcceeetul waging of the war and in achieving the other 
neceBlla:r,r goala. It the cOlWllitt.ent of t;'se reeourCell 18 to be ~, 
toward an IIIItrivity that is not absolutely eSl!I8ntial and where the poHibilit;r 
of BUCce .. 111 very IlUCh in doubt then the co.ntt.nt ehould not. be .... 
'ftIe decuiaa. to reopen the railroad ehould he based on an absolute 1'1Iqu1re­
IIIIIInt for a service that no e;rate. or fllllility IlOIII in IlH can provide. 
Certa.i.nq the raUl"Od cannot. be placed in that category. It 11 not .ssential 
rrc. an econondc standpoint. ...,en thnugh there are no yalld cost. data 11_ 
par1JIOnII for t.h. dirterent trlUl: po 1IJ1Iter. •• It would take the c~t.t.ent. 
of large nUlllbere of personnel and ..,unta of expensive and di..:"icult. to 
.untain equi~nt. to get the ra.1l.r-'lad operating and to keep it ill operation 
on a large .nough lICIale to r1IIIIce it:. wort.hirhile. These peraonncl and f1n.void 
resources un be IIUOh better ut.1.ll.sed in othe r w-.ys. It would lIake far 
greater .. nse to use the rums to pq.rchase eq~nt such as bulldos.re~ 
graders and other ita., to upgrade the capability of Public '"Iorks. 'l'nlclc.l 
and busses and tractors would be of IIIOre value now than locomotiv.s. 

It. _ III¥ intention to baae ~ argulll8nt.a on econolll:1c reasons not on aecurit;r. 
I don't. pra_ to stand forth as an expert 011. MCurit.y though I vould be 
relld.88 if I failed to co_nt.. I should qualify the colll1ng portion of thU 
paper by citing ri1'8t hadd knowledge of securit.;r problelll8 involving the 
ra1.l.ro.d. Aa a former PSA in 91.nh Thuan, I Willi im'olved in trying to keep 
• -.u. portion of thll railrOad in operation of resources. Post war is soon 
enough to think of the railroad. It vu tbe spur frca Phan Thiet. co_t.ing 
with the IIIIlin 11M at. tmOllg Man and 11'&8 le .. than 15 leu long. This ehort 
stretch could not be kept in operation. I have t.raveled the route by a.1r 
at. 1011 level an I have been invol't'lld in proposals for defoliBtion along the 
1l1'lB. I :e81 t.hat the _n,., • ..-. required to provide seeurlt.;r for t~ rail­
road 1fOU.I.d he a staggering figure and would diYert troops f1'Oll other more 
... ential duti8e. An;ything less than the co~ttllent of large lllJaoore of 
troops would le .... the line vulnerable <n d would dOOll the chances of operat­
ing the line to fallure. 



So ill ISUIiIIlIal')'" the Rituation is that the COUllt17 haa operable road, _tar 
and air ey5t.a. rleope:ti..ng the railroad is ill adv15ed and doea not 
offAr IID,7 economic advantages in keeping with the risks and large ca.­
-it t"""nt .)! reaourcell • 

I would advocate the strone"at efforts on the part of tholle ill this :le­
;ioo/Corpe with the voices of authority to oppose and prevent or delq 
reopening of the railroad until the end of host1l1ties. 




