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THE RHADE TaIBE ONE OF' ':':fE lONGER CHi'UP OF 
MO!rrAGtIAHD IN THE HICI PLATJ;J\U 

OF SOUTH VILTlIMI 

Origin. Various authorities seem to indi:ate that most of th,,: tribal groups 
;nigrated from grilater Ch:l.na. Scme may ha'le ce,:)" fre;, regions neu Tibet and 
~ongolia. The Indocl:ina area acted a:; a fUntl,"l in tt~ earJ;,v mov~ent of ~"ple 
.tram the Cb:l.na area to Ualay, Indonesia and t~e South Seas. TheZ'e is S0!D.e 
~v:tdence that a reversE.l of this movement occured mC<l:U.ng that s..m;e grcups moved 
tJL."OUgb and bac!{ into this area fran the various geoeraphic ,:;ree.s they had moved 
to in the Malay & Indonesia. Th1l8, a relationship is estarlished between tribes 
-en South Vietnam and sim.i.lar groups in the Malay penn:i.sula, Indo.l'esia, and the 
Polynesian islanders. 

Association ldth Nature. Tribal life revolve!' around a natural scheme as 
provided by nature in the fonn of land for growing rice, bamboo thatch, and 
timber for house. The forest is for gBllle; water, for drink, bathihg, crops and 
tiBh. 

Beliefs. Are cen~ered around a God (RHADE: AE DIE), a devil (FHAIJr:: YANG 
LIE), and spirits of the soil forest, stream, mountain, ancestors, etc ••• 
Sacrifices are made during the year to all Gods and spirits in the form of a 
buffalo, pig, chicken and j~:gs of rice ldne. The Yang Brua Asei is bracelets 
around the wrist. Eaqo bracelet represents one buffalo, pig, or chicken 
premised in sacrifice.· The nUl1lber of cuts on the bracelet shows the IlUIllber of 
rice wine jugs promised in sacrifice. 

Harriage Slsten. Various family groups are prevented from marriage be ca1l8e 
of legend about k:i.m:hip and pseudokinBhip. If two membors of the same clan 
marry. this angers the spirits, and a wil,d buffalo ml.lSt be sacrificed. 

Famil;:r relationship. The oldest fenale owns the 1,ouse and part of the jars. 
paddy, and animals. When a man marries, he lives with his wife's family and is 
required bY custaa to $how great respect for his mother in law. Her eaapartment 
in the hoose s.'lould be avoided by the sons - in - law, and they should avoil1 
llIV behavior that might be interpreted as L"ltimate. They treat her with distant 
respeet and this beha.vior is I!!Utual. At all costs there I!!Ust be no Joking 
between thEm. An;y bre!j.ch of this pratical requires the po-rice-yang or soreerer 
to determine "idlat sacrifice 1d.ll serve as a remedy. Usual..ly, the son-in-law 
guilty of a nbreaeh of avoidance" is expected to sacrifice a pig. E' pih is the 
tel'lll used. meaning lito ldpe &\-!ay bad blood with a branch". 

Village !!lstEm. The guardian of the village land is the Po 1.tL."l WO is uaual­
~ the eldest female of the eldest lille in the 6ubclan of each territory. It it 
should happen that there are no girls il} the direct line. a male may be.wne 
Po Lan, However, l;Iis daughter will aSSUllle the role s.!ter his death • 
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Rituals. For planting, harvest, birth, marriage, death, sickness etc ••• 
emct routines must be fnllowed if the spirits are to be pleasec. The type 
of ritual and wealth of the family detor.ail:C'~ the !'d,criftce ir. l1'ost instances • 
In the c~se ::;,5: SiCY~!8SS the sorcerer dcterr.L;."::38 ,,-lj;'4 is ~6ed9r: r('lr tj;~ sac:rl­
f::_ce. H:a 1tS",;J,:ly ":':Jct.rts i.i.th 1 to .3 j~s 01 \.::rtt.: ~:-':';:.h :;. ·~n':'cl'f".i" fo~ t_a~h ;:';f. 
If the vict:ir~'e cC'~.I(~~tion gets Horse, the SV.L'-t;AIC''4 \dl'l .J .g~€.~!: :', pi: -rjth ~ 
jQgs o£ wi.,"l.e, If l:l.iS fails, E l:uffalo is then t::-,;"A wL?> 7 ~,:il3. lhe fnmj':;J" 
;;~ll have to torrO\>J or trade something if ti:ey CG.~",,'Qt af~'~l':i ~~,c of tnose 
za.crifices. 

ReIiledy f~"l-~. All sores sh'JUld be chaned with hot water. Then 
tree or plant medicines should be prepo.raii to paint the sore. If this does not 
work, the en<:hanter is called with his sticrl:. By placing his har,d 1,'} 3. certain 
place be detem,ines the proper sacrifice to C'.ll'e t'1<) sore., Cus ',om foJ' curing 
a boil is to let it come to a head and then punctc.re tile head lU.d drain the 
puss. If it does not stGrt to heal, they burn a small hole into the boil with 
heated metal. 

Belief is establish,,\:! that small children have diarrhea. because their 
teeth are gro .. ing. If the diarrhea continues, a jar and chic!~en sho'.ild be 
sacri.f:!.ced. Older adulte~s 1U1d chileren with diarrhea should drink tree mede­
cine. If they pass bloar.:, then a scorpion should '.:e eau,ght by a mem\.;€;r of the 
famiJ,;r in order se~ret1y to give the ptlrso:l affected uri:le frem the scorpion, 
The reason for secrecy is that the person probably 'IlOUld'l't drink it otherwise. 
If this does not 'NVr-k, a sacrifice, mosen by the ::ami1y, should be made. Wheil 
the abdomen is sev"r-ely swollen, the belief is that tll.e spirits are ilIlgry or 
the sorcerer is je~.lous of that person. The enehailter is called to determine 
what spirit is ang.-y. An immediate sacrifice l!lU5t be made, <q,proprLate for 
the spirit. An eif=-gy sacrifice must also be mad€; to that spin t. A statue 
of a cow, buffalo or elephant mieht be made from banana leaves and trunks. Flat 
~ are made frotl gourds and jars, from wood. If an elephant effigy is made, 
the effigy of a man must be plac€;d on its neck. The ef::igy sacrifice is then 
placed near the sick lIIP.n' 5 field or any place that might be advised by the 
enchanter. The enchant or proce€;ds to cut the rop<Os the spirit has tied around 
the neek, hands, and feet of the sick man. He also talres away those things 
placed in or on the man by the spirit, to five him sickness a"d pain. At this 
time the sick man is required to drili.t and cat. ~en the enchanter, family, 
and friends carry on with the gong-playing and sacrifiCe. 
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