" paring current (1966-~1971) patterns of village politics and leadership,;{

" government . e onofiif ¢ hange,i,- Mt let *of power and village

"from India, China and Southeast 2Zsia.

am trying to relate changes over time in the power and legitimacy of ..{§

national economy and to changes occurring withi the peasantry such

with special attention to regionzl and religious differences in

i gt
Outline’ for
» Vietnam

Ny main 1nteres+ in this research is in the changes of power

and ]egltlmacy that ozcwr 1in local govarnoments oe neifonal ecenvinic

and nolitical develooment occur. I exnect the study to shed ligiit on..

the relationship between Jocal lezadership and orgnnﬁ ation on cne

hand, and national identification. and support on the uther. Althcugh
L'y J

I

my focus here is on vletnam, I am drawing sohe ccmparative materia

The study traces Ehe village political system in Vieccam a3 it

.

has evolved since the imperial days under the impact of coloaiali

»

-and the political and religious movements of the last forty vears. I ;4§

village government to changes in the national gnvernment, and the

as literacyv, exposure to markets, political and religio' s and military'g

-

mobilization. Along with the historical compa-isons I am alsc com-—

p\lltlcal style.
‘Mobt spec1flrally the reSe th str~e~-c. the imp.ct upon.village

~ - .
-

elections. I am especially interested in the conditicns under which

effective village leadership emerges and the ways in which focal

+

leaders are able to "induce" participation in local government activ1tie%

Thus, although I am studying both national government and indi-
vidual social change and attitudes, my main focus is not on these two
traditional areas of concern but on how both affect'village politics

and’ leadership. ‘



- exceptionally well-run village a few miles away, and 'with a

. hamlet in Vletbam. It is one of the mo;t ‘veral villages I have

Prologue: The Mcst'Progressive Hamlet in Vietnam

In the days of Rcvc;u‘1“*ary DevelOﬁﬂen+ a hanmliet 1a

one of my v1llageu was w1ﬂely Du011c1zéd as the most progressiv

ever seen, rent with vicicus conflicts over power, water,

graft, religion, and sex. Contrasting this village with uh .

Hoa Hao village in the Delta, serves to illustrate the wide

variation in villages within the culture, to introduce important.:
terms, to destroyv most simplistic explanations ¢f the war and

to lay out the guestions I =zeek to answer in the nook.
. ’

Chapter I: The Myth of the Viliage
The "Myth" refers to attempts by bonservatlve Natlondlxﬂts

e e e e o e e e ——n = e e

to define {or see)’ the war as between "tladlulon and revolg—
tion." The assumptions behind this are that the old village
traditions really were satisfying to all, and that with the
French gone'from Vietnam there was no hindrance o returning
to essentially an old style of village life. In fact, to
peasants, the choice was not between tradition and revolution,
but between "half a revclution" and a whole revolution.

- Drawing on the work of Geertz--Ritual Social Change
and Form and Variation; WWolf--Closed Corperate Communities;
Gallin on Taiwan; and Paul Friedrich on conflict resolution,
a schema is developed to analyze the changes that have occurred

-

in Vietnam,

I1. Up From Feudalism: 1930-1954
We can 't understand what haa happenéd in the short
period America has been aware of Vietnam without understanding
the chénges that took place in Vietnam from 1930 on. Taking
a short-run view of change, one could argue in many cases that
it was reform that cpened the way to revolution. Taking
a longer perspective, in every case the reform was only a

stop-gap.




- supposedly meaningful village systen was little more than a

-;:5 The analysis of this peridd covers the imnack of the
end of the confucian system, the great depressicn, the growth
of population pressure, widespread pesasant uprisings in 1930
and the growth of tioa'Hao,Cao Dai, and Viet Minh., It also®

emphasizes the nalleability, of ‘culture.

. .

IXI. The Ritualistic Village _ i
An extensive analysis of Diem's village'étrategies and -

why his fairly sound reforms cculd not work without political

organizétions to,control the bureaucracy. Emphasize how

facade. Interpret and explain relidious revival of the 'Zis

o
(so far totally unnoted) in terms of Hagen's "withdrawal of
status respect." Also note that there was lots of grave

dissatisfaction with communists, this is essentiali to show

that there zreally was a "ball game" in Vietnam.

IV. The Politics of Pistrust

In an. internal war, a regime not actively striving to
widen its supéort finds it constantly narrowed: the fragmentatioﬂ.;
of terror as further proof of the hollowness of the village. '
The' .tensions between stopping a revolution and preventing a
coup. The dynamics of "political 3udo” where weak institution-
alization, specifically the linkage between peasants and
bureaucracy, lead to a rather amazing spread of Viet Cong
in many areas The reliance on naked force once institutions

for working with society fragment.
. “
V. Real Democracy: The Heyday of the Viet Cong

The period 1960-61 when the Viet Cong looked like big
winners and- how they were able to develop their organization
énd achieve widespread support. The importance of expanded
power in the local political system, their style of-
recruitment--especially young, poor and women,
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VI+ "Socialism In Ome Villaga": Limits o:‘t1-;fr

- - ~t

Probier: the Viet Cong fased as GVN beuil—t— change
style aftex Disw's death and emerging tensions as "the velvat

glove is removed frcn the iren fisi." Tansions hetiwean

"Leninist" party end mass varticipation. Problems with

- ,draft, taxes, repression and regularization, even before massivé
- U.8. bombing of villages and crop destruction. Impossibility

’ *
of classic ending wherecin you shyt off countrysice and starve

=

cities becavee U.S. started to suppiy food to citics, . 1
. Y . . o . ;

VII. The Military Side of Pacification: Power ve. Tramps

' How Viet Cong were able to keep up their sysu:m sc well :

. after they had lost their appeal to- the middle peasants (who

will be-seen to be the swing vote) because tihe Gt +™as incapablel

o " of attracting sppport or making their mili a v -ightist ,
approach work ever when S;cked L ;he Uu.s Coree malintegrétioﬁ
i OF pargmilitary and fegular arpies in con t. Viet Cong. i
' system. o :

VIII. Mirginal Men: The Terricorial . orces ' : -

S. 1o0logical and political an. vysis <ht the GVN
military appféach.c01ldﬁ t worn - analysis to
show that it‘was.i ssib.  “or mi .« to work if i
local soldiers wexr po’i ved and 20, into politics. E.
Diccussion of why c.is . ¢ dre roce o ten emph.asizing E
the threat of this strategy to ARVN. - .l

IX. Protection From Whom?
An unsavory, but necessary chapter on the violence .
- in the countryside, in large part explainable in terms of
total lack of local structures capahle of controlling ARVN, ;
U.S. and Koreans. )
Why Revolutionary Development proéram.was a hoax
. " because it simply further delegitmized local leaders and did

nothing for institutional development.
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else mokilizes pecsants firxst. ince the 185 Hao arp Ty
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favorite peenlie I'11 nave o he fEreinl not to loz:z my baiance.,

.

In the AIheipatﬁ of the Tot offensive and the GVN's
be;ated m6v95 ‘1§ﬁ$ e countryside with villace ciecticns ang
1oua1 rowers fﬂmloffic als what has the effect of the new
system been on villaga government and peasent attitude, {This
might end up as two or three chanters). Topics inciude
varieties of village leadersliip; the emperor, the burcaucrat
and the mobilizer; reesteblishing the social contracu--~the
extent to which a good politician can kec§ peace when large

numbexs of people {(15% cr s0) still support the Viet Cong;

e 'ﬂﬂ"—m— e

the changed role of ritualism and the Cult Committce; and the

dynamics of inducing orgunization into the village. Emphasizs

~ways in which this is not an example of mobilizing %the pcasantis

‘without a party, because the Viet Ccong are to "thank" for
much of the GVN success by driving out or at least'really

intimidating landowners. -

XII. Conc1u51on .

Economic and social structure changes more rapidly
than habits of participation especially when participation
is as dangerous as it is in Vietnam. Participaticn can be
induced, however, when political intent is meshed 1n economic
texms. Also given the nature of bureaucracies and regimes
in peasant societies, any approach to revolution which
emphasizes attriticn (destroying the other side), as oprcsed
to bul;dlng up its own side is bound to be exceptionally
bloody. The best way to stop an insurgency is with an

alternaté insurgency (usually called political parties).



