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Will Thieu's pa.ssive consensus now unravel? Probably. 

One could answer this question in af\V" tashion, however 
yes, no, various ma;ybes __ and be able to cite supporting evidence. 

President Hgu;yen Van Thieu can argue that the fuss over fran 
Iigoc Chau proved lilll1ted and sbort-lived, and that the objective ot 
silencing would-be opposition was ettectively achieved by means ot the 
trial. Chau turned out, as Tb1eu had calculated, to have so little positive 
support that he was never even adopted by oppositionists as a martyr ot 
convenience. Thieu's mst vocal critic, Senator fran Van Don, tor EOCample, 
said very little about the Chau trial and said it very late. (SyDbolicall;r, 
Don never got on a Senate slate in the elections this tall and no longer 
has the Senate tloor trom which to launch bis attacks.) In general, opposi­
tion gl'OI1pS have subsided back to their usual wait-and-see stance pending 
SOllIe tavorable nod trom the Americans. 

As tor the legislature's reaction to the whole aftur, a Senate 
comm1ttee condellll'led Chau's arrest inside the legall;r inviolate Lower House, 
as well as manhandling ot Chau and ot some journalists at the ti_ ot the 
arrest. But no great swell ot protest was &rOl1Sed &IIIOng Senators and Deputies. 

M1ss Poll!l is an Alicia Patterson Pund award winner on leave trom The Christian 
Science Monitor. This &rticle IIIIIY' be published with oredit to M1ss Pond, The 
Christian Sci_e Mollitor, and the Alicia Patterson Pund. 
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In the judiciary, the I1tI.litary field court, ruled unconstitutional by the 
Supreme Court in the Chau an:! student trials, was ultimately kept un:!er 
I1tI.li tary control, as Thieu wished it, by new leo;islation. 

In American_Vietnamese relations, the US, reversin;,; its 
inaction on the Chau case, did subsequently intervene behin:! the scenes to 
forestall the inten:!ed dumpin" of a f'iS!Ul"e comparable to Chau, the talented 
but outsnoken Col. Ngu;yen ge, head of the Revolutionary Developlllent training 
center. 3e is an irritant to Thieu rather than a~ lII8.jor political personage, 
however, an:! the A.'IIerican action represented neither a significant setback 
for Thieu nor arw tren:! toward increased axercise of political leverage by 
the US. 

Furthermore, overt disturbances that anpeared in the wake of 
the Chau trial (though not directly related to it) were successfUlly 
contained by Thieu. Student dissidents were scattered when police routed 
them trom their occupation of the CaDilodian :&Ibassy at the beginning of 
May, an:! they never regained their IIIOmentum. ('l'he CaDilodian issue i tselt 
was obliquely wiped out after the entry of South Vietnamese divisions into 
CauDodia an:! their success there. Rice-roots criticiSlll of Thieu for 
supnortinp' a ?overnment in Phnom Penh which had con:!ucted lII8.ssacres of 
Vietnamese in CaDilodia in early spring later "ave way to satisfaction at 
what was sometimes 1Xlpularly re!!arded as a kin:! of retaliation in South 
Vietnamese raids on CaDilodian dl.lages.) Mter months of equivocation the 
diNbled veterans too were ejected trCIIA their squatter housing in 
Sai!!on and their demonstrations broken up. '!'he An QuallS Buddhists, who 
finally entered the tray by sleeping in at the National Pagoda, were 
ousted trom that pagoda within a short t'WO days by a :3 a.m. 
army shootin?" spree. 'l'hey have been docile since then, to the extent 
even of reversins; their 1967 boycott of elections an:! sponsoring (and 
electing) a Buddhist Senate slate. 

Tran Ngoo Chau himself remains in prison and is a dead issue 
in Saigon. 

A contrary _ and more a1Xlcalyptic __ view is taken by 
demoorats, who contend that 1'hieu sowed the seeds of his own destruction 
in the disregard for constitutionality ax:h:lbited in the Chau trial. One 
respected opposition Senator articulated this opinion in an impassioned 
Senate speech that would have done credit to a~ AlIIer1ca.n Founding Father. 
'l'he use of pollce force outside of the lav in the Chau case, 1'hai Lang 
Nghiem started out, amounted to the suicide of an insane lII8.n. In this 
trial the "axecutive" _ 1'hieu vas never referred to by _ -- had 
trampled on the Constitution, damocracy, the legislature elected by the 
ryeonle, and the judiciary. 

In so do1M L Nghiem said, the axecutivo had d4tstroYed the 
very raison d'etre of the Sal.gon government, the ditrerellt:e betwen it and 
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dictatorial CO-mlllll, the source ot its IIIOral authority aIIIOlIg the people. 
The use ot police &lid secur1ty t01'O" to destroy de!llOCracy, the very 
toundation ot the regiae, TAS rtlll1mscent ot the l1rst Republic (under 
Ngo Dinh Di_). 

Ngb1_ reasoned that in a democracy the taith ot the 
people in the reg1Jlle is a crucial political and psychological tactor. Yet 
"the de!llOCrac;r ot our regiMe in reality JJ.s shown in the Chau tria!! is 
not appealing. The people 1d.ll turn their baoks on our regillle." This 
lIdstake "could lIIIIke the IIbole regiae collapse." "The regillle can be strong 
onl;y when the whole s;ysta is strong. It oannot be strong just by virtlle ot 
lIdlitary and police tCl'Oes. When the oivilisation __ the culture and 
politics __ collapses, then the whole regime collapses, pulling down 
with it the lIdlitary &lid polioe t01'Oes." 

tinder COnditiOlUl ot Vietnam1sation, Ngb1_ contillled, 
political opposition, tar tro. being a 1mrury, is a necessity. This is 
so because the present war is not just a lIdlitary contlict. It is also 
a political one, where all Im8.n &lid _terial resources, all talents, 
IllUst be DIObilir.ed in order to win. These resources can be DIObilir.ed 
only it the gover' ... t has "prestige" and "authority." But reliance on 
toree &lid weapons and tae Icwon do rather than the law is a "basic tai1ure" 
ot the regime. "This _lUI the a:ecutive has tpower t but net tauthority. t" 
Because ot the Chau trial the people "lost contideme in the reg:lae ••• 
and in 0= right oause." And onee the goverl'lll8nt loses the "right ct 
leadership," then the people will net ooey it. They "will tind a thcueand 
ways to turn against us. That is peop1et s wartare." 

A third point ot view is taken by AIIIer1can pessilldsts. Thll\Y 
argue, as one ju.!dor AIIIer1can dip10111&t phrased it, that the Chau trial 
was net that sign1tioant in itselt but represented "just another nail 
in the coftin." 

~ own illlpression is that Thieu. won out in the short« run, 
lost in the longer run (though not tor reasons ot de!llOCracy), &lid that the 
Chau trial was both mpre and less than "just another nail." The analogy I 
would choose would be the delicate point in the balanoe where Thieu began 
a decline.* 

• A caveat should be entered here. This newsletter is written in the tiS, 
in recollected tranquility, att .. I have been away trOll VietMIII tor tour 
IlIcmths. I cannot cl.a1Dl to have had IU\V real tudliar1ty 1d.th Viet_se 
politics, in taot, sinoe early May. It is lI\f beliet that political develop­
ments in Sai;ton had settled themselves out sutticient:Qr by that time to allow 
sOllie subsequent comprehensicn trom atar. It is, however, peculJ.arly dangerous 
to assume that one understands politics that are as involute, highly personalilted, 
and uninstitutionalilted as Saigonts trOIll an;r point outside the center ct the 
maelstrom. 
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I don't believe the Chau affair was critical in terms of 
what has been after all a steady cannib&liution of leadership over the 
years. Nor do I believe that violation of delllOCratic norms is of itself' 
very relevant. Elections, representation, and oonsti tutionali ty are 
moly the oontemporary forms for ratifying existing power __ or at best 
the occasional arena in which power duels are fou~ht out. And institutions 
are just not suffiCiently established for there to be al\Y real meaning in 
an "executive-le[1slativeft contest. 

The central elelllent, I thiric:, is better identified as an 
ebbing of confidence in the President's jud~DI8nt, control, and predicta. 
bility. stated. in lIIOre traditional t9l"lllS, it appears that something of 
Thieu's claim to the mandate of heaven slioped in the excesses of the 
Chau trial. 

It is always tricky to try to assells the mandate of heaven __ 
i.e., 5eneral psycholo~cal acceptance of a ruler __ except ex post facto, 
from the vanta:se point of a decade or a dynasty later. It is a factor that 
mst be reckoned with, thou"h. however imperfectly. 

It is ."enerally accepted, followint>; Paul Mus'll studies, 
that the French lost their mandate long before their military defeat at 
Dien Bien Phu. that the turning point was the Japanese ocoupation and coup 
of World War II, whioh destroyed the IIVth of French invulnerability. The 
whole revolUtionary period since then, as discerned by Mus, has reflected 
the search for a new legitimaoy. 

For more recent years, it is argued in SOllie quarters that 
the National Liberation Front suffered a severe blow to its claims to the 
mandate in the failure of its all-out attack in Tet of 1968. It could be 
ar~ed also that a more subtle erosion of Thieu's claims occurred in the 
winter of 1969/70, in the minds of oppositionists, supporters, and fence_ 
sitters alike. 

Some opposition elements indeed began testin,; Thieu's control 
dur1n~ and iDllllediately atter the Chau trial. The journalists were first, 
with their strike a"ainst a ,))vernment..decreed prioe rise in newsprint. 
(The "overnment did finally baok down on this issue.) Aotivist students, 
encourar;ed by their solidarity with the newspapermen, were next, protestin" 
arrests and torture ot fellow students. Disabled veterans, preqably 
with the tacit blessing of Vioe President Ngu;yen Cao Ky, followed with 
their own demonstration..backed demands for housing and other benefits. 
Less dramatically, a vocal anti_Tbieu ooterie of Sudists took control of 
the int1.uential or"aniution ot Southern ],yaee e;raduates, and found its 
critioisms, in the new olimate, listened to by older and more moderate 
lIIElIIi>ers. The S8J'<1e group reopened the repeatedly-closed newspaoer Tin San,;, 
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am its anti.government barbs oontinue to _ke it the most popular dail;y 
in Sa1a;on. 

other opposition el_nts I!I&1nt&1ned a lIIOre oautious attitude. 
Generals DIlong Van Mlnh and Tran Van Don, who had been burned the previous 
tall in their est1l!l&te ot Amerioan politioal int.ntions, stayed qui.t. 
Th. B1Iddhists, who still ~ted both trom the f'ailure of' thair 1966 anti_ 
governaent daw>nstrations am trom the killings of' Buddhist oadr.s by 
COlllllllnlllt f'oro •• in Hu. in 1968, did not aot until tha:\.r quiokl;y.suppressed 
t&k.-ovar of' the National Pagoda. They nrrer ellO&l&ted to aIV real peac. 
agitation or politioal action. Th. COlllllllnlllts, who weloomed &IV disturbanc.s 
but thought the ti!lle was not y.t rip. tor anothar try at a g.neral uprising, 
waited to recruit dissidents on the rebound trom gov81'IIIIIent subduing of' 
demonstrations. 

In retrospect, the surprising thing probabl;y is not that 
dlllllOnstrations were suooess~ put down by the government, but that 
discontents f'lared into overt lII&n1f'estations as quioklT as they did. Not 
all ot the challenge, were intended to go so f'ar as to put 'l'h1au's 
leg! tilll&cy to the test, of' oourse. But uDder t.he pl'8slllD'e or lIVents 
d_nds f'or a larfSar share ot the status quo oan easil;y shade into d_nds f'or a 
r.-l ohang. in the status flUo. And the bursting f'orth ot dillOontents in 
the period arter the Chau trial was an augur,y of' dlWeloplII.nts that _y be 
«Xpected aIV t1!lIe 'l'h1eu is again believed to be showing weakness and III1s­
judglllent • 

A less obvious but probabl;y even more sign1f'1oant gu&ge 
of' Th1eu's grip on the oountry is the attitu.de of' supporters of' the Presi­
dent. Their confidence in Th1eu has always beal relative and provisional -. 
and of'ten reluctant - but it has aisted. !fa!\r businessIIn, importers, 
lawyers, oivil servants, and old associatea of' O1elll's, tor uampl., have 
grudgingl;y detBed Th1eu. the l.-at dangerous of' available leaders tor the 
tiM baing juat because ot his bypercaution and avoidanoe of' head-on 
oonfrontation. With Th1eu's very deliberate oollision with Chau, however, 
l'IIl.IIilers ot these people began wondering again it Th1eu. r.ny was the least 
worst. Th1eu.'s unaoousto!lled laok ot restraint and his inoreasing isolation 
worried th •• 

One ot these supporters-by~.r&ult e:m1 4 '!lIed sardonioally at 
the t1!lIe ot the trial that Th1au .at have the be.t C-m.t advisers 
around. A Catholio &lid an adaMnt ant1..co-mst, he disapproved ot 
Chau's llleeting with his brother &n:l thought Chau should be pwdshed. But 
h. was most oonoerned about 'rbiau's handling of' the 0.... t!Wbat Chau did 
is bad," he said, "but not .0 dangerous tor the oountry. What 'rbieu. did 
i. very dangerOlls." 

'rbieu.'s oonstriotion ot the bounds ot perII1 tted political 
orthodoxy &II oarried out in the Chau trial also af'teot. tho.e tarther 
away trOll!. the President'. oore or supporters but not yet in opposition 
culps. It is torcing th_ into a ohoioe. And 11' the:r ... the ebaDrlel .t opposition 
within the &yst_ olosed to th_, they ..:f opt tor the JIU. 'b'pioall;y, 
one ardent nationaliat, a .. n in hi. Idd.thirt1e., po.ed the que.tion to 
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himself arrl a few f'rlerrls at the time of the Chau trial. He had secretly 
joined the NLF (or ;mat became the NLF) in his late teens. He _s not 
dootrinaire, ho'.ever, arrl he had become disillusioned with the COlllllllni sts 
over their treatment of other nationalists. As .. result, he had dropped his 
NLF oontaots. Now, however, he was seriously oonsiderin;o; ;mether as a 
Vietnamese nationalist the only choioe left to him was the NLF. 

Probably few others were as dee"ly and consciously troubled 
'oy the trial as this man, but echoes of his thinking could be found in 
many. Chau became a household word and nesative syni:>ol with t.he IIIIIn_in_ 
the_street in Saison __ and with junior &rllff officers throuchout. the 
oount.ry. 

Nor should it be thou;o;ht that conaern over the trial was 
only a Sai~on nhenomenon. Saigon politics, 1<hich !lillY be maddeningly 
irrelevant to the countryside in 700d times, become ma.dden.1n"ly relevant. 
in bad times. Provinae chiefs become jit.t.ery about. what. is going on 
in Sai,on arrl its implications for t.hem __ and t.end t.o spend more time 
sooutine out Sai,on than handlin, their own provinaial affairs. 

raven the widesoread unease in this oeriod, it was not 
surnrisin"~ that one of the most oopular political garnes in the wake of 
the Chau trial quiokly became comparing the oontenroorary situation with 
the last days of O19l11. There were differenaes, of course. Buddhist monks 
Were not burnim' themselves in the streets. The US was not about to 
condone a new oOUo (however !JUoh out-of-office dreamers IIdght hope that 
it would). There~ was lIIOre hope in future chan<;es in 1963 than there _s 
in 1970. sut the malaise was comparable. 'l'hieu was becolldng lIlOre 
isolated. And the l1UlIber of times Vietnamese called 'l'hieu "01_" inad­
vertent.ly was oertainly increasin~. 

What. nrojections can one then make for the future? The 
most obvious would be that 'l'hieu's oontrol of the country is bound to be 
loosened with US withdrawal, and that as soon as this happens, centrifugal 
forces ,,'111 a~ain assert them.selves. 'l'hieu's real nower base has been 
the US __ or, more aocurately, the South Vietnamese IIdlitary, supported 
by and restrained by the US. Politics in Sai,on may therefore be ElXpected 
to ohan"e drastically as the US reduoes its troops and its collllllitment in 
South 'vietnam. 

To try to visualize what the shape of develonments IIdght be, 
it is necessary to start out with a few frllJlleWOrk assumptions. ltr assump­
tions are these: 

For the US; 

1. That ;matever the status of nesotiations, the US will 

oontinue to withdraw, certainly down to caretaker foroes, possibly lover. 
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Aoo that the immediate sCleed of reduction will follow the }lixon cu1delines 
to brino- the US down to an essentially sunoortive battle role by next 
sorin:. 

2. That for the next year at least the US will continue 
effectively -- to block a~ coups in Sa1"on. 

3. That the incursion of Al1lerican ~rouoo troops into 
Cambodia was exceCltion rather than oattern for the future, aoo that the 
Alnerican de_escalation in 'lietnam will not now be reversed unless there 
are massed Communist attacks. 

For the North Vietnamese aoo the NLF: 

1. That North Vietnam is far from mortally tired. that it 
can continue to ~et all the small ams it needs fro!'1 China, aoo that it 
can oontinue to SUtroly the desired level of fiihtin~ in the South. 

2. That the de'Jrivation of military cover for 1)ol1tical 
cadres that has been achieved in many areas. especially in the no?ulous 
delta of South Vietnam, will slow down but will not 1)revent rebu1ldin~ 
by the NLF infrastructure of new Communist trooDs. 

For South Vietnam: 

1. That Thieu. will remain as suspicious of allies as ever 
and will therefore continue to depeoo on neu.tral1z1n~ opponents rather than 
rallying support or seekin" protective accommodation with local (non_ 
Communist) sociopolitical ~oups. 

2. That anti-'l"h1eu. but non-Communist nationalists 
will remain as disinclined to pull to~ether as ever, 
aoo that the typical Southern fragmentation will therefore continue. 

For fi'~htins and ne'Sotiations: 

1. That no ceasefire will be agreed upon aoo observed until 
some battlefield stability (nrobably in Callbodia as well as in Vietnam) 
has been reached and nerce1ved. Aoo that this will not hao?en until the 
US reduction has been virtually comnleted and Communist forces have prObed 
the new balance aoo recovered some of .mat they lost in the 1%8 fightin, 
aoo the 1968/69 pacification drive. 

2. That hostilities will continue at the present relatively 
low level __ with clashes in border areas am. harassment in oopulated areas 
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for another year or so. That in this period. the Morth Vietns-ese 
and ILl will DOt risk del811n& US departure by _Jor battles bIlt 
¥til blUld up their forces for intensive attacks toward the aDd 
of US withdrawal.. 

3. That neither Wash1n&ton nor Salgon vUl nego­
tiate a central coalition that wuld not retlect currant South 
Vietnaalese-Aaerican supremacy on the battlefield (as measured 
in clXltrol of populated areas). 

4. That wb1le the 1I0rth V1etDaaese and IILl alght 
eventually -- des.pite their strong protestations to the contrary -­
agree to a central coal.i tion tbat included Th1eu, lty, or Priae 
K1n1ster 7ran fhic .I.h1_, they wuld certainly never agree to 
localized representation or a guaranteed block of seats in the 
existing legislature. And tbat the political. lapasse in nego­
tiations will probably therefore continue for another year at a 
-1 n i ll1U1. 

Jut what these aSSWlptions laply as tar as ti.ing 
is concerned is DOt al.together clear. !here wuld appear to bG 
a yearls breatb1ng space betore a1litary and/or political pressures 
begin aountLll& up again, possibly two years. BeyOM that it is 
lapossible to project. As tar as the OS is concerned, this aeans 
that Xhieu. could probably provide eDough staMUtT tor the US to 
get out ot tbe war, JlU,ch as ~ prov14ed eDOugh stabiliv for the 
UB to get in. 

The laplicatLons tar VietDaa are less slapl,. detined. 
Within thiS presuaed context, the aost likely tlllle tor quali­
tative politiCal change to begin is next SWBRer, when prepara­
tions get under way for the tall PresideDtial elections. 

A coup that early se ... unlikely. 7b.1eu will 
probably still bG suftic1ently in control - and the OS will 
probably still be 1n1'luantlal enOUgh in V1etllala in teras ot 
troops and JaODey -- to block any coup. Furtheraore, coup 
candidates are, tar the t1llle be1:Di, scarce. There ls DOboCb' 
to _ke a coup, laaented one Salgon poll ticianj 1 t would be 
better lf there were. Then, he continued" we could have order 
instead of chaos atter Thieu. 

The season does se_ unfavorable for overtllrow 
01' the goverJlllent in the near tuture. Politics ¥til change SO 
1Illeb. in co~ months tba t coups should beco.e easier wlth tlllle. 
It is therefare not propltlous tor asplrants to expose theaselves 
Just yet. BeSides, hope springs eternal tbat the OS will stLll, 
suddenly, in a search tor polltlcal accommodation, salle on so.e 
rlval to 'rlUBu, and the rivals still want to Dep theaselves 
available far that. 
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lIore likely than a coup might be some sequel to 
the overt political unrest or last spring. Activist students 
would certa1nly be involved again in the next round, though 
perhaps not th e veterans. D1f'feren t groups could be expected 
to surface. Some of the restive YOUll&er An \,iuang Buddhists 
might possibly seize leadership from the older bonzes and propel 
new Bud<hls t delllOnstrations, though there are no si~s of this 
happening yet. 

It would be surprising if the next flurry of 
protests proved any more dec:Ls:Lve than the last. Probably the 
HLF lIOuld not be. suftlcient17 rebuilt to capitalize on unrest 
during 1971. Bu.t protests would add to general uncertainty, 
and the, would feed further political disaffection. 

Whatever the superficial manifestations or lack 
of thea in the next year, I would expect a more fundamental 
disintegration to be going on below the surface as the political 
impact of the US wi thdrawal begins to take effect. For one 
thing, this would mean sou reversion or power from the central 
govemmeDt to corps commanders and other generals. For another, 
it would lIean more attentislI -- more hedging to the bene 1'1 t of 
the liLF in the citie" more accolllllodation beI;lef1ting the liLF 
once again in the countrys ide. All this could take place 
without auch visible change in the a:U.itary situation or 
gOTemment control of a hilil percentage of South Vietnamts 
populated area. 

From 1972 on I would expect the political sitwation 
to deteriorate at an accelerating but unpredictable speed. And 
I would expect the liLF, with the only dUoip11:oed, country-wide 
infrastructure in South Vietnam, to be able to take advantage 
of this political deterioration. rile route to eventual .IlLF -
and .Ilortb Vietnamese - dominAnce in South Vietnaa lIOuld not 
bave to be a mil1taJ7 assault. lIore probably. it lIOuld cona:Lst 
of a cOllbination of continued infiltration, int1m1dation, aD1 
street demonstrations. against II backdrop of 1I11itary pressure. 
A likely testing ground would be norther:tlllOst I Corps, with its 
vulnerability to lorth Vietnaese mil1tary attacks and its sus­
ceptibility to separatist aove.ants. 

Clearly, popular grievances are abundant enough for 
anyone who wants to fan them. The wart s dislocations and dis­
orientat:Lon, war weariness and a longing for peace, anti-Americanism 
and resentment of corruption and priT1lege,are all like17 to work 
more againSt tilt present Saigon government than against the ILF. 

Tlle coup de grace II1ght well prove to be the 
economic squeeze. The rising expectations of the Honda-age man­
in-the-street are sure to become increasingly frustrated b7 
unelllPloyment cd 1nf:ut:Lon 1:0 everyday life as US Jobs dry up, 
US import subsid:Les cease, and riling prices cause pol:Lce and lIPs 
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to 1Dcrease their shakedowns. 

Ironically-, the new urban proletariat tba t tl:Ie US 
has built up in the past flve years in lts construction and service 
lobs -- and in a atrateQ loIhlch ensured masslve uprootiDg and 
shiftilll of village populatlons to clty slWlls -- might turn into 
the Communists t strongest supporters. For the past quarter of 
a century the stru.agle has been waged between government strong­
holds (however porous) in the cltles and insurgent bases or 
trenslt routes in the countryslde. At the presnt t1me, however, 
insurgmt freedOlll of lIIovement has been greatly hampered in 
southern delta villages by government paclflcation, while the 
potentlal for urban chaos uncontrollable by the govemment has 
greatly increased. ADd the JiLF is reportedly better organized 
in the clties now tb.al lt AS in the post-Dlem dqs to turn 
polltlcal chaos to lts own uses. 

Factors 1nh1blting or delaying a CollllllUD1st take­
over would include: the absence ot any leader cOlllparable to 
the toweriDg Ho Chl lUnh; the t1llle span necessal'7 tor rebUl1ding 
local Vlet Cong forces in South Vletnam; the experlence ot delta 
villasers in two or three years ot relative securlty sponsorid 
by the government,; and gOTernment land. retorlll. I would expect 
Co..unlst organization to ~unt these obstacles, however. 

Further.. I should th1Dk the saae trends would 
assert th_selves loIhether Tb.1eu stays on as Pres1dent or wether 
someone 11ke Pr:lu Minlster Khiem or Duong Van Minh succeeds 
Tb.1eu in 1971. K.b.1elll would inheri t all the pol1 tlcal short­
comings ot Thieu and have no poll tical appeal ot his own to 
off set thea. Minh would have more personal popularlty, but, 
l1l1g11l1 trom his briet chance at leadership atter the overthrow 
ot Dlem, he would not be able to turn his aaiabl1lty into 
eDdur1JlS administrat1ve and govern1D& skill. Now do I think 
any milital'7 coup would accomplish anyth1Jll other than hastening 
~he developaent of ~LF ascendancy. 

The question 'WOuld then arise wether the ILF 
(or North Vie tnaa, lf Hanol chose an overt govemiDg role) 
could subsequently leglt1l11ae ltselt by its control and cosmology 
and thua convert its torce into the stable "authori tyll soUght 
by Senator IShie. The questlon ot lIibat III1xt1A"e of accommoda­
tlon and/or "bloodbath" m1.ght toll ow COllln:m:ht domjnance would 
also arise. These inquirles, however. belong to a new era. 

For thls newsletter. lt ls enough to haTe traced 
what appears to 1IIe to be the beginning ot the eM ot Thieu. I 
aa d1ttldent about ottering even thls IlUch of a prolection into 
the future. Pol1 tlcal eTents have a wq of JaOck1lll prophecy 
wlth their unexpectedness, and. history (or the mandate of heaven) 
can seell inevltable only in hindslght. Journallsts (as well as 
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pol1c1 makers and ordjnarr c1t1z8BS), however, do have tbe 
obligation to consider present~ pol1c1 in teras ot 1ts 
probable meaning for the future. nu,s is liDat 1 have attellpte4, 
to the best of rq perceptions.. to do here. 
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