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Tris reudlhﬂ is a translation from Viecinamese

of a report dated Ccicher 1L, 1361 made by a
celegate to a National plberaulon Front inter-
district meeting, nlace anknouﬂ titled Experi-
erces_in Turning XB.Village in Kien Phong Provirnce
into a Combattarnt Village.

il is an objective account of the eflforts of ire
Viet Cong to converi X3 Village into the Communist
equivalent of a strategic hamlet. To the careful
reader it also offers a clear picture of the onera-
tional methods of the Viet Cong in &n area where
they maintain a relatively high and stzble degree
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of political control, a graphic account of
tribuleations experienced by the rank and file
Viet Cong, a delineation of the Viet Cong scale
of values, a falriy det cescr¢ou_or of the
communication factors 1

political propaganda pr
analysis the Viet Cong ho 2
power, and an insight inta the rjs ique of
Viet Cony which those who would counter the Come
munist «fort must rhave.

We ¥know nothing aboutl ithe document's author,
excepi that he is a southerner, prohably a

native of Kien Pnong Province and most likely a
Cao Daiist, Althouzh he has picked up much of
the jargon he is not a doctrinaire communist;
much of what he says would be considered highly
heretical in orthodox commmnist circles. H
aovpears to be a man of the people -~ simple,
direct, dedicated, and probably very effectiive.
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ne viliage of X3 is entirely durrouvnded by walirs. 1%

a pepulation of 6,000 and is a new village, foundaod during uhé war
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{i.e. late 15L0O's - ed). There were 200 Czo Dai and

Land originally was owned by landlords. Theres was cne dig
lancdowrer and 50 smaller ores. During the resistance the landowmers
were absent and control of the land was in the hands of ihe farmers.
AL the resioration of peace the landowners refurmed wiih Zhe 1rooss

to retzke their land and collect back rents Since the farmers were
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were thus greatly motivatled to struggle against

¥B viilage had a Dienm government administrative ¢
security seciion and a post of militiamen. Mobile trowps CAPVN - ed,
zné Civil Guards were aciive in the area, especially in the two

neighboring villages which are on dry land.

During the first few years of peace ithe Pariy made several
attempﬁs to step up its activities., Three times its organization
was destroyed by the enemy. Three Party menbers were killed, iw
secretaries arrested, more than 100 cadres and members were taken
into custody. Finally only one Party member remained and he was
ériven onto the beach at Luc Birh., THe got no help from the local

DECTlC.
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« In 1959, padres from ihe hi&r level aprrived to gatner ire

s scattered Party members and instruct them in the reestablishment.

- of the destroyed pa;ﬁy base. Tnings were so difficult, at that

time, that our comrades were forced to hide in the fields and
marshes during the da;héﬁd:?nly at nigh; could they slip into the
village to do propagénda work g;;hg‘therf;rmers. Several farmers
were deeply interostes in the sftruggle to get them land and they
let themselves be indoctrinated easily. A base was soon estab-
lished at a farm. Our cadres went on helping the farmers fight for
ownership of certain lands and for the reduction of rent on otiher

pieces of land, Gradually our victories convinced some of the

farmers and we were able to bring into being the ¥XB Party, consisting

of seven members.

Then the enemy began launching sweep operaticns, 3attzlions
of troops came by land and water to clear the area. But the Pariy
base and the Party organization were not injured. OCne Self-[efence
Group, a three-man cell was reduced to a one-man cell one bitter
day when the two members were killed in action. Now, this self'-

defense group has become a real force, a platoon of armed men,

At the present time our organizational strength is as follows:
the Party totals 26 members, the -Lao Dong Youth 3G, the Farmers
Association 27li;, the Liberation Youth Group 150, the Liberation

Women Group 119; 2,000 people, or two-thirds of the villagers, take

part in Party led activities.
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FEALS AMND METHODS OF OUR SUCCRSS,
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iminelicen of Villagme Zlders and Security Apants,
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cwn interests == the right of cwningz land or reducticn of land rent.
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Tris siruggle, however, remained sporadic and weak an

e

constiitle a mass wmovement. cetier Lo meet the enemy, wnleh re-

walired sirong in the village, the Party began the elimination of

inTlvence of the villaze notables and local securiiy agents. How-
CASCa

aver, 1% Failed to follow this with the develoomeni of & mass

a

The cadres thought that efforts to ernd the authority of the villare

leaders alone would bte enough.
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the village administration.
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e villsagers the evil

Party called for a meeting., We explained to th

caused by village notzbles and security agents. We awoke the people

rmarently

to the fact that if the American~Diem clique succeeded in perman
maintaining the organization of village nctables and security soon
Mister H, the cruel landlord, and others would return to the villaze
10 seize land and collect back rent. Yor that reason, we said, the
Tarmers must eliminate the influence of the villaze notables and
sweep away the security agents. At ithe same time we sought to win

the sympathy of the families of the village notables (while we were
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Thus, when our enemles tried to begin preiscic in
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G0 ONe WOULG wWOrK for them. e US~Diem zilouc

The people by distributing drugs in the village. The
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fiavly rejected. Some of ihe people even debated openl

with the enemy agents, Finaliy ithe Diem clicuz had Lo adband

village; mo village council could be muintaincd therc.

It was a good meiviaod, After awhils cerialn
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in the area to follow the exawplsz. Since then, in surroundi
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villazes, we havae been successiul in preventing

the ernemy. In the area row therz cemains only some Dienm
wno live in a military posts
The Surugple Tor Lancde.

As 1 have noted, the main interest of the farmer cf
is in land., 2Before, during and after the elimiratiicn of

influence, the Party in XB village always

ating the massesSe.

a means of propagandizing the pecple and incdoctrinati

In its political ané armed suivgg

the rural area, and in other revoluilonary iasks, the

how to make use of the farmers’ interest in land. On

Party krnew well

in its adminlistration of

o



and collectuing rent o the soldiers posted in the arsa. ut these

without paving either land rent or agricultural iX.
With respzot te land, the poople have scoreld 1nese Successes:
3 A1l ol o armAd putite Yavd hoe Aot lstreiteited 2ed
L. adl provavez and putlic lana nas OCCn GLSUILGUCEed &l
wnership is now maintained except [or land located near
nemy army poOSiuSe
C {cne

2. Land ren* has been reduced by 15,000 gia of paddy
gia equals forty liters; this is rice payment on rice

producing land buu to whem it is paid is not clear -

ed. )

Victory came to the farmers and the people then enthusiasitically

')

joined ihe movement and put their confidence in the Pariy as the

{2

i o -~ % .y
leader of the reveluiion,
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sagre was a @lspute telween wwe lamrers over a smell parcgl of land

. . .

anc each ihreatened %6 kill ihe cthzr, 7Th% Party steovsed in and
!

called a meeting of villagers ic hear znd sclvg the prebvlem. A

cadre pointed cut thats

"Land comes as parhy of the revoluiion's achievements and as a
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lanclorcs plod Lo come vack, Tarmers Dust multe concescions o ez
other 10 insuvre Iinal
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vIOL fearing TNls Lhe WWO lamErS Jecana CILLIghnuenzsa,

each other and wept.
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unite all grouns end sccizl classes in vhe villzge. I a pariyy &

ber or cadre makes & mistaxe ne will be frezly sub)
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Ihay nave learn

Sirce tne pecple are united, and sinco

to guard againsi lezkaze ¢f secrets and tThe zenetresiions of th

.

enemy, securily a2gents and spies canmnot survive,
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O answer the enemies
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In one case,. as one of~the schools neared completion, soXdiers

C . a .

came ﬁé-ask gyyf.'xgg_people ansvereds "Admission to (nearby) pudlic’
school requires birth certificates. Our children have none and
thereéfore cannot be admitéed. Therefore we aatablish)é bp;cial
school for them." The soldiers agreed with this view, Consequently
the schools established are legal. And children are educated under

our guidance.

”

Display of the Flag.

Seeing that the Party assumes responsibility for education,
seeing that Party members in XB village are devoted to the people's
cause, especially with regard to land, seeing how the Party looks
after the pedpie's living standards, the people of the village
became attached to the cadres and Party members and ready to support

Party policy.

During a ceremony to welcome the establishment of the National
Liberation Front (December 1960 - ed) the inhabitants of XB village
enthusiastically prepared. The walls of the houses were whitewashed,
flags were made and raised on flagpoles in front of dach house. In
all, 600 flags were flown throughout the village -- expressing the
peoplet!s spirit of struggle and their support of the revolution, The
Party cadres had indoctrinated the people and prepared them to debate
with the enemies., When the soldliers came to take away the flags,

the people said to them calmly: "This is a flag of peace. It is not

~

X
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a Viet Cong flag, This flag means that the people,. some of whom

- e
-

are your relatives or even your [amilies, have 1khd io;till.“
¥ Lo :

Yost of the soldiers agreed wiih this view and took awsy o.,LY

L

a few I'lagse.

¥

Cre old man was concerned because his flag was wet., He Tecared
this would lessen the solemnity of the ceremony. This incident
proves that if the people urderstand the Party's goals, and becare

enlightered, our efforis can never fail,

In summary, the Party in XB village has established a2 mass
movement, has enlightened the people, has made the Party's policies

a great force among the villagers,

Forging Weapons and Establishing Defenses,

When we tried to get the peonle to forge rudimeniary weapons
we encountered great difficulty, for the people were not accusiomed

to this sort of thing., At first our own self <defense troowos and

cadres carried the burden, unsupported by ihe people,

The laying of naily boards {(metal or barmboo spikes set in weecs

LEN

or in marsh land to pierce the shoe and foot - ed), the forging o
rudimentary weapons, the establishment ol combat villages reguires
the cooperation of all. Unless all understand Pariy policy and

contribute to these works, the movement in the village will be weszk.
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The people thoughti that the laying of naily boards yas. illegal
e BB i . ’ :

n
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and would result 'in ierror and reprisals by the' soldiers., In light

F
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of this tne Party wembers laid the naily boards themselves, while

- -
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endeavoring at the same timértogéducate the neople, The Party laid -~
more naily boards than ever. .Once, cduring a terror sweep one of the
solciers was injured by a nally beoard. Tais caused the soldiers to
withdraw. Party members correctly regarded this a2s a success and
held a mass meeting at which it was explained that laying of rnaily
boards had prevented the entrance of the enemy. The cadres Séclared
that if the people did notl lay naily boards the enemies weuld ceme To
collect land rents, levy taxes, impose corvee labor and draft young

men into the army. The Party then intrceduced the slogan: "Cre

naily board for each sguare of land.”

The people each day were urged 1o oppose the Americans and Dien

in order to keep their land and protect themselves.

The idea of naily boards was eventually supported by the people.
Many were laild. ter three enemy soldiers were injured by naily
boards., Taking advantage of this event, the Party held a meeting

and reported the success to the whole village.

In one hamlet the Pariy cadre showed the zecple how to lay
a barricacde of thorny opamboo across a road and underneath put
grenades attached to the branches. Wnen the eneny came, however, th
soldiers hooked ropes to the branches and pulled them away, exploding

the grenaces but not injuring the scldiers. However, uhe soldisTs

pecame fearful and did not <o amy more mopping up that day.

10



Encouraged by this success, our comrades urged the people.tc
. N . ”»~ .. B -

set up eleven combat gates (barricades - ed) to prelvent the entrance

' .
el

of our enemies, . e Yo -

Py

Eowever, the education work was noti careful enough. Tor inst neey i
one old farmer opposed our plan and asked permission to leave tne

area, But then the soldiers came and the farmer was afraid. The

soldiers forced him to remove the combai gates, He removed a lew.

The Party beggn anew its education work to explain away ihe
damage done by the mopping up operation. The cadre explained that
{encing the area, laying combat gates, laying nal 1y boards,
proselyting the Army and engaging in political struggle all contri-
buted to the defense of the village, protected the lives of the vil-

lagers and kept the land intact,

The Pariy sent its best cadre to reeducate the old farmer and
in time he became enlighiened, approved the setting up of combat

gates and confessed his faults before the people.

The Farmers Association was put in charge of combat gates (each
was given a number) and of laying naily boards. Each sub-cell of
the Farmers Association is in charge of one combat gate —- and
closes the gate when the enemy comes and gives the alarm by means of

tocsin., When a tocsin sounds each person knows which gate the enemy

is entering and thus how best to cope witnh the situation,
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ne mass movement to lay naily boards, set up gales.and

s v " 1, . . ) i} .
.estahlish a gombat village and had good results and illustraes

L

how oup com:adés,kgég correct propaganda techmiques. They know
how tc make efficient propaganda that reflects the real interest

of the people; they also know how to stimulate the rancor of the

people,

The Party cohstantly studies not only the interesis of each

social ¢lass, but alsc the atiitudes of each family.

Tn rural areas, they found it necessary to propagandize in

the following way: VTo keep your land and prevent landowners from

collecting rent, you must lay nally boards."

With families who have youths of military age it is necessary
to prépagandize as fellows: '"The laying of naily boards prevents
the Americans and Diem from recruiting soldiers by force. Soldiers
taken into the Army will die, as did A and B, frcm this viilsge., Trose
who become soldiers will ve forced to participate in mopping up opera-

tions and wilil die of naily boards injuries as we have seen here,"

In a family whose members are from Norih Vietnam it is nrecessary
1o say: "Please lay naily boards to fighl against the Americans and
Diem for the restoration of peace, and for the unification of oux

country. When the revolution is successful you and your relatives

will be reunited,”

12




3el o*e uhe start of a rdtent.series of mogbing bpe*atlons

the arty worked to educate the people., They prepared by desigrating

-

people to lay naily boards, engage in lezal siruggles zgainsi our

encmies, carry on Arty proselyting elfToris, et@éﬁ-Dﬁring the opera-

tion our eremies encountered naily boards everyﬁﬁere. They txFed to

l_ - ’ i

force the villagers to guide them but no one would accepi this task.

People 10ld them that the day before, the Liberation Army forbade

The inhabitants to go cut so they did not know the location of naily

boards and grenades. Tne people alsc urged the trocps not t6 acdvance.

’
Some persons, designated to guide our enemies, led them into swamp-

land. Tired, after many hours, our enemies had to withdraw,

fier each mopping up operation the people review the failure

or the success of the resistance elfort in each hamlel. 4 meeiing

P!

neld and each hamlet makes 2 repori in the prosence of a cadra, wn
then poinis out the experience gained, At this meeting the hamlet

which showed initiative or which achiesved some outistznding viet

3

fighting with rudimentary weapons occupies a place of honor in the

front ranks, Although one group is not encouraged to cuido the oir

i
-
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the various groups sometimes compete with one another in laying nail

P

boards,

One farmer even competed with his wife in laying naily boards.
husband said: #Your duty is in aititending to ithe children. You do
have time to lay naily voards, Let me fignt our eremies.”
against our eremies," answered the wife, "it is your duiy. 3ut as

woman I also have the task of anninhilating them."! So ihey boih

pariicipated.
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During onc operation’some of the villagers didWot fight and

.
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4 were capturad. Late® .thew were released and when ihey came home,
£ . M M. v .

. - 1. :" . - . . .
i L tﬁi villagers mei them-ancd berated them and told them only by

Sy ¥

. t . ,
© fighting could the people protect their lives and property.

]

Afﬁer each mopping up operation,lyarious groups review ihe
actions of each hamlet and indulge iﬁ mutual criticism, This
: serves Lo 1lncrease devotion, bring ocut the sirong points and the
shortcomings of the effort. This enables the people to convert

experience into an improved organization.

In mopping up operations in mid-July our enemies sent in £00
| soldiers, in motor boats, to attack XB village, The leadership of
the Parliy was staole, however, and had prepared well the political
and military struggle, so the efforts of the enemy came to nothing.
Seven enemy soldiers were wounded by naily boards, The enewy

soldiers withdrew vefore the united resistance of the people.

[
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During this same operztion it was discovered that some of tne
naily boards had become warpad and unusable. Afterwards the pecvls

held a meeting attended by the cadre in charge of laying raily

-

boards. It was decided that round naily boards were better than the

ordinary ore, also thai the barbed naily boards were more dangerous

for our enemies,

One farmer had invented a kind of botile grenade using 2

cartridge. It was tested on a dog and the explosion disembowelec ninm

Now people are busy making the new botile grenade.

1
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1t shoulid te noted ithat wnereas thb ;ayl.s of rnaily boards was
. \ Lyl .

at firsy cdome by the caqres, now everyonéf'esoec*aILJ the Farmorss,

« ! . e lx - ¥ .
Association, particicate in- uue elfort, under tha guﬂaa 2 of cadrés.
‘ﬁ . . ,“. B N
The people now even say to the cacdres: "Take care oi thé‘_ ¢

documents and avoid encountering the enemy." This proves that the®
people place full confidence in the cadres, are devoted to them and

want to protiect thenm.

“'
XB village is still not yet well known. But local soldiers

are fearful of it. The soldiers camped at LH and TH villages

-

(nearby) say: "If you wish to meet your loved ones again, don'ti

attack XB.W

Part Three

-

LEZSSCONS TO BE LEZARNZD TROM X3

Tne Party at XB has scored some outstanding successes. These

ara due to tne following

1, Party merbers were determined correctly to carry out
Party's policies. When the village bases were dispersed
and the situation worsened, these comrades took increasec
resolve te surmmeunt their ¢iffievlties, They sirived ac

all times to gei closer to ihe poor farmers, o Xeep a
firm hold on, and at the same time keep a deep faich in
the masses. By so taking this approach thay were able to

re-kindle the people's spirit and reorganize the mass movement.
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