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This reading is a t.ra::slation -rro~ \!ictnar.ese 
of a re;1ort o'l.t.ed Oc7..o'cer II.!, 1961 ",,,de by '" 
Gclef,ate to a ~a~io~al Liberation P~ont inte~­
dist~:ct Geeti~g, pl~ca unknown, ti~led Exoe~i­
er.ces in 'r!.lrnin~ X3. yil-lage if:. lien Phonfj Provi:-:cc 
ir>to a ,.... ........ ;.."a .. "' .... • V'; 11 a-o ...... \."J""~ vI.; "., '- ..... f • 
~~ is an objective account of the efforts of t~e 
Viet CO~"lg to convert Xl] VillaGe ir. to the COj:',~~ni st 
equivale41t of a st:-ateGic ha..--:;let. 70 the careful 
r~ade~ it also offers a clea~ ~icturG of the opera­
tior:al 7:1et:--~ocs of -r.:-.e '!iet Cor:g if'. a:l area. ·..1;;'2;:;e 
they rr.aintain a relatively high and st~ble cie~:rec 
of iJ:)lit.ical control, a graphic aCCOUilL of tte 
tri':Jul.a.tions expe:-ier:c0Q by tr.e ra:-:~ and file 
Viet C071g, a cieli~eation 0:.. .. the \fiet Cone sca~e 
of values, 3 f~irly deta~led cescription of the 
co:; .. ~~:icatio:1 ;."acto'!"'s it,eluding t;.e all-ir:~or:'~~t. 
poli :'ical propaga:r.da t)Y'ogra.7. '..;h:'ch :'::. t::'e fi:-:al 
analysis the Vj_et CC:1iS hold :'0 be tr:'2i:- route to 
?o~e7', and a:'1 insight into the myst:q:..:e of the 
Viet CO:':l!' ~..;hich those ·"::'10 would COilntar the Co::.­
m~~ist ~;fort ~ust ~~ve& 
\ .. I e kr.o· ... l' nothing abo1.,;.t the coc"..TI7'.ent.' s .:;.uthor, 
excep~ that he is a sout~e~er, prohably a 
native of Kien ?ho~g Province a~d ~ost likely a 
Cao Dai~st. Although he has picked ~p muc~ of 
the jargon he is not a doctrinaire co~unist; 
much o~ what.he says would be considered hi8hly 
heretical in orthodox co~~nist ciTCles. Eo 
aopears to be a man o~ the people -- Simple, 
direct, dedicated, and probably verJ effective. 



c.-,.,. ........ -., .. 
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a ropulat:o~ 0; 6,000 anc is a ~ew village, 

(i.e. late 1940lS - ed). 

Lar-d originally wa9 owned by landlords. 7nere \-:£:'$ cr:e b:'~: 

la~Co~T.er ar.d 50 smaller or.es~ Durir.g 

the res~oration of peace the land~dTIers 

to ret~ke their la~d ~r.C cOllect back rent. Sir.ce 

securi ty section a.."1d a post of mili tiar::en. Xocile :':-OGPS (..:,?v:~ ::::0 I 

a~ci Civil Guards were act.ive in the area, especially :';-l ~r:e ~wo 

r.ei&~boring vill~ges which are on dry land. 

During the first fe}l years of peace the Party Na.GB several 

attempts to step up its activities. Three times its or&ar.izaticn 

~as desvroyed by the enemy. Tnree Party members were killed, two 

secreta.ries arrested, more than 100 cadres and rr.e:r.bers ~,,~ere taken 

into custody. Fir.ally only one Party mer.lber re:nained a:ld he was 

c.rive;) onto the beach at Luc Bir ... i-t. He got no he:t:o the locai. 
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In 19$9, .cadres from the hi"r level arrived to [ather ~~e 

• scattered Party members and instruct them in the ree5T.ablishl'1F. rot. 

of the destroyed party base. Thir.gs were so difficul~, at. th:". , . 

time, that our corr~ades·~ere forced to hide in the fields and 

marshes during the dai·aild 'only at nfght c04d they slip into ~he 
. '4.. . 

village to do propaganda work among 'the farmers. Several fa~ers 

~ere deeply intero$te= In the strucgle to get them land and they 

let themselves be indoctrL~ated easily. A base was soon estab-

lished at a farm. Our cadres went on helping the farmers fight for 

ownership of certain lands and for the reduction of rent on otr,er 

pieces of lan::l. Gradually our victories convinced some of the 

farmers and we were able to bring into being the XB Party, cor.sisti~g 

of seven members. 

Then the enemy began launching ~~eep operations. 3att~lions 

of troops Car.le by land and water to clear the area. But the Party 

base and the Party organization were not injured. One Self-Defense 

Group, a three-man cell was reduced to a one-man cell one bitter 

clay when the !-'h"O members vere killed in action. Now, this 5el1'-

defense group has become a real force, a platoon of armed men. 

At the present time our organizational strength is as follows: 

the Party totals 26 members, the Lao Dong Youth 30, the Farmers 

Association 274, the Liberation Youth Group 150, the Liberation 

Women Group 119; 2,000 people, or two-thirds of the villagers, take 

part in Party led activities~ 
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of revolution, the ?arty bega~ agit~~ion of ftL~ncrs to seeK tr.ei~ 
• 

cwn L'~e~ests -- the riEht of cwnir.g l~~d or ~eductic~ of :ar.c ~tr.t. 

cor.S1:.::' t;;.~e a mass move:::ent. .. 

;'..::3.:'.::e:.1 strong in the village, the Party cesar: the el:';::.i::a:'io~ 

ir..:!.'l~e:-.ce o~ the village notables and Iceal sect:r-i"':..y agents.. :-:0· ... ·-

ever, :".s.ileO to follo .... ; this with -che develo:x~e:-:t 0: e:. :"".2.55 saSE;. 

the v~11age adj,~nistra~iona 

caused by village notGbles and sec'li.rity agents... ':.'e a ... :oke t:-.e ;:eop::'..e 

t.o the ~4Ct that if the A.ilerica."l-Die~ clique succeeded in perr::a.r.e:-.,:ly 

mair.taining the organization of village notables a::;c. secu .. ':'ty 500:1 

!,fd.stcr H, the cruel landlord, and ot::ers would Y'ifLi;r:1 to the vill~e 

to seize land ~~d collect back ~ent. For that reason, we said, ~he 

fa~ers must el~~inate the influence of the village r.otables a~c 

S"~eep awo.y the securityagentsQ At the same t~e I,:e sought to W~"1 

t.he sy:;:pat:-.y of the i"a.'''nilies of the village notables (\o.'hile ~ .. !e were 



It ~s a good ~c~~oc. 

.f:at~y rejected. 

sic:;: c:~ .. 
~.~ --..... , ~-.-~~.-,<... 

\o:i'th the ene;ny agents. F inal:iy the :Jie:r. cli(~:J8 had ~o (lOa:-.c.cn ~r.e 

vi~lage; no vill.s.ge council coulc be :< • .::...ir:t,a::';:~d t.~.cr.::" 

Since 

v::-:'O live in a ::1ilitar-:.r :;;ost~ 

As .1 ha.ve ::oted, c~" ~\..:; vi:ilage 

is in la?ld. 3efore, during 

influe!":.ce, the Party iT;. XB village al::ays t!sec. the s~bject of 2a:-:c as 

In i 1.S poll t.ical a.."1d arr.:e;d S~'i-..:ggle.t in i:.s ~d11inistra tion of 

haA ~o ~ake use of i:rterest _:1 l~:;d .. 



saoradic 

~a!1tec. to he ':"ECUCea·· 2~d t::e:ir :-':ght to 
. .J 

" rrt" " ,.., ~,: 
•. ,; ,-:--0. .• '.~-

:i1.8 ci ties, 

~~C co:lect~~g rer.~ ~o t~e soldie~s postec a:-ea. 

~,:"oops can do l~ttle • 
• 

; 

2. L~~d rant r~s been Oof paddy (o.r..e 

gia equals forty litert; this is rice p~yr..ent on rice 

producing la."1Q but to "t:hc:r, it is paid is :lot clear -

ea.) 

Victo:;:r ca.-i.e to t.!;e i'~-:::8rs ar.d the people tr.er. en'C::'t:siastically 

co~£ide~ce L~ ~he ?arty aS the 
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Evi .. "eve:-. , . • 

• 

• ar.C each thre~tened to kill the 

lr~.i'l 
?.lrty stc:);::ed :'r. .. • 

called a ~ec"ing. of y~lagers to ... "" . 7..:~e 

carl~e poi;.~ed cut ... "' ...... . v •• c- ... . 

ULand CO:1es as par:, of r'ev()~ution f S achieve:-::cnts ana as a 

res'J.l t 

lanclo~$ plot to CC:7.C; b.s.ck, 

,",_-.-

t:;?O~ hearir:g 

each ·other and YJBpt. 

\.i.~i te all groups ~-:d social c2.asses 
, 

ber or cac:-e ~~e2 a ::::.s-ca.:<:s :.f.; ~ ... -":':l Cc ':~:-2;~ly s:.:':;~ec-:cd :'c -.::,::c; 

to ~ard agains~ le~<&ge c: secrets 
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tr..¢i!" pr-OC:l::ce at hif;h prices. 
. . 
i.~c';,a~'V 

specul~tors a~e avo~cerl. 

ihe ?arty CPe:--ates a first aid stat:'or: rer~ by a ?1.:bJ:c ;-.':&.1:.:-. , 

;. _ ::.: .. ;~:-G 

people ;ay :cr ~~ese 

rnanagemer.t o~ thc~. 

:0 

u;,clear - ed). 

fro::', :.ne 

guidar..ce o~ t1:e ?2.:~:..y .. 
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In one c«~e.,as one'or-the schools neared cOmpletion, soldiers 
. . • * .. - ',' .', 

• .~·f ." 

came tbask why;; '·the people answered'; AAdmission to (nearby) m:blic' ., .. ; .'*"' ,. 

,school requi~s bi& certificates. Our children have nor'll! and 

th~~fore cannot be admitted. Therefore we establish ~ spacial 

school for them." The soldiers agreed with this vi~. Consequently 

the schools established are legal.' And children are educated under 

our guidance. 

t 

Display of the Flag. 

Seeir~ that the Party assumes responsibility for education, 

seeing that Party members in IB village are devoted to the people's 

cause, especially with regard to land. seeing how the Party looks 

after the people's living standards, the people of the village 

became attached to the cadres and Party 1IIeIIIbers and ready to support 

Party policy. 

During a ceremony to welcome the establishment of the National 

Liberation Front (December 1960 - ed) the inhabitants of XBvillage 

enthusiastically prepared. The walls of the houses were whitewashed, 

flags were mad~ and raised on flagpoles in front of 6ach house. In 

all, 600 flags were flown throughout the village -- expressing the 

people's spirit of struggle and their support of the revolution. The 

Party cadres had indoctrinated the people and prepared them to debate 

with the enemies. When the soldiers C8IIIe to take away the flags, 

the people said to thelll cal.!nl7: "This is a flag of peace. It is not 
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a V~et COD.J! flag. 'l'his flag means t.'1at the peQple,-'. sorr.e of ~:hom 

are your relatives or even your fa;nilies, have ~d :t;o ~till." 
~ ., :r :;. . . 

-, 
;':05t of tlje soldiers agreed .. -it.'l this view and took "'''''''' 0;1" 

a few flags. 

Qr.e old n~~ was concerned because his flag was wet. He feared 

chis wo~ld lessen the solemnity of the ceremony_ Tnis incident 

proves that if the people ur~erstand the -Party's goals, and becac.e 

er~ighter.ed, our efforts C~~ never fail. 

In su~~~ry, the Party in XB Village has establiShed a mass 

movement, has er~ightened the people, has made the Party's policies 

a great force a~ong the villagers. 

Forgi~~ Weanons ar*d Establish~ng Defenses. 

\·rnen we tried to get the people to forge rudimentary "eapol'S 

we encountered great difficulty, for the people were not accustomed 

to this sort of thir.g. At first our own self-.:lefense troops a:-;d 

cadres carried the burden, unsupported by the people. 

The laying of naily boards (",etal or ba.';1boo spikes set in weeds 

or in m&rsh lar~ to pierce the shoe ~~d foot - cd), the :orginl 0: 

rudimentary weapons, the establishher.t ~£ c00bat villages ~eGui~es 

the cooperation of all. Unless all understar.d Party policy a~d 

contribute to these works" the movement in the village will be we~~. 
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;he neople tto~eht 
;"0, 

" 

--.............. 

~~d:would result~n te~or and rep~isals by, tne so:die~s$ I~ lig~t 
" ; _,I. ',,~ ~".. 

0'[ this the Party··me:nbers laid the i:aily boares t:~e,nsel',,"es, while 
"\ .. 

> 
e~ciea,",ori!"!h at the sa.4e tir..e to~:educatd the ,?eople. The Party laid 

" 
Tr.ore r..aily boards tr..an ever. Once, during a te::--ror sweep or;e of the 

soldiers was injured by a naily boarc. T~is caused the soldie~s to 

,,:'t.:~eraw. Party mer.1Qers correctly regarded this as a success a.":.d 

held a rr~ss meeting at which it was explained that laying of naily 

boards hac p~evented the ent~ancc of t~e enemy_ The cad~es cecla~ec 

~hat if the people did not l~ nail] coa:-cs t.he er .. e:nies ~<"I'cu:!'d cC;:-.e ~o 

collect land rents, le'1f taxes, ~pose cor'ee labor and draft yo~ng 

men into the army. The Party the!1 introduced the slogan: "One 

naily board for each square of land." 

Tne people each day 1r.~ere urged to oppose the Ji.ttaricar~s and. ~::e~ 

in order to keep their la.~d ~~d prot.eot themselves. 

The idea of naily boares was eventually suppor~d by the oeople. 

:-:any ·..rere laid. Later three enerr,y soldiers ' .. ere in~\!red by naily 

boards. Taking adv~~tage of ~~is event, the Party held a ~eeting 

and reported the success to the t-:hole villageo 

In one haJnlet the ?a!"ty cad:a s::o·,.;ed t!1e ::;i3c;:;le ho;.; to lay 

a barricade 0: thorr" b~~boo across a road and underneath put 

grenades attached to the brenches. ~rnen the ewe~ came, however, tte 

soldiers hooked ropes to the branches and pullee t.hem away, a,?lodi,~ 

the g:oc:na.cies bl.lt not irJuring t.~e sold:'ers. nowever, v:'ie solc.ie:-s 

beca~e :earful and did not co a"Y more mopping up that da1. 
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Encouraged ,by this success; our COlllrades \!rged the peopl~ 

set up eleven combat gates (barricades -" ed) to pr:e1r"!Pt. the entol'"ance 
- .. ' 

¢f ou.r enemies. " '" 

However, the education worx was not'care:~l e~ough. 

one old farmer opposed our plan and asked permission to leave tne 

area. But then the soldiers came and the farmer "as afraid. ?he 

so~diers forced h~~ to r~~ove the combat gates. He removed a few. 

! 
The \>arty began anew its education work to explain aw;q the 

damage done by ~~e mopping up operation. The cadre explained that 

fencing the area, laying combat gates, layir.g naily boards, 

proselyting the Army and engaging in political struggle all contri-

buted to the defense of the village, protected the lives of the vil-

lagers and kept the land intact. 

The Party sent its best cadre to reeducate the old far7.er and 

in time he became enlightened, approved the setting up of combat 

gates ~~d confessed his faults before the people. 

The Farmers Association was put in charge of co~bat gates (each 

was given a numbel'") and of layir.g naily boards. Each sub-cell of 

the Farmers Association is in charge of one combat gate -- and 

closes the gate when the enemy comes and gives the alarm by means of 

tocsin. 'ilien a tocsin sou..'ms each person k:loWS which gate the ene.'nY 

is entering and thus how best to cope with the situation. 

11 
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mass rr.ov'ement 'to lay naily boa.rds.., 

. , . ~ ~ , 
.';:3.tahlish a ,ombat village and had good results and111u'st.ra':.eS 

how 011;' ccm:ades, k1).ci...!" correct propaganda techniques. They kno;t 
, 

,-
how ~c mq~e effic~ent nropaganda that reflects the real interests . '"~ ~ 

of o~e people; they also know how to stL~te the r~~cor o~ the 

people. 

The Party cdhstantly st~dies not only the interests of each 

social class, but also ~~e atti~udes 0: each f~~ily. 

Tn r~ral areas, they found it necessary to propagandize in 

the i'ollo'loTing way: liTo keep your land ar.d prevent landowners fro::'. 

collecti:'.g rent, you ;l;'J.st lay naily boards." 

With f&T.ilies who have youths of mili~-y age it is necessary 

to propaga.~dize as follows: '''l'he laying of naily boa:'ds prevents 

tr.e A~ericans and Diem from recruiting soldiers by force. Soldiers 

taken into the A.~y ~nll die, as die A and B, frc~ this village. r~cse 

who become soldiers will be forced to participa~e in mopping up opera-

tions and w'...ll die of r.aily boards injuries as we have seen here." 

In a fa~.ily whose members are fra.n North Vietnam it is ne.:essa:'y· 

to s~: "Please lay naily boards to fight against the Americans and 

Diem for the restoration of peace, and for the unification of m.:r 

country. ..men the revol~tion is successful you and your :::"<llatives 

will be reunited. II 
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Before the ~a~ o~ a .r~en~.series of mc~ing~. operati·o·n's"~" 
t!':e '?arty wo~ked to ec'.;.ca te. tt~- peopl&., They preparcQ by desigr4ti~e 

"f4 
?Qople to lay naily boards, engage in legal s~ruggles agains" 0\::-

enc.."'nies, carryon An::y proselyting ef;""orts, et~,> ~.iting the opt:ra­
~ "'!' , .. 

tion ou::- er.emies er..counterecl naily boards eve~e_re~ Ttey", t::.ed to 
, 

force the villagers to guide ~he~ but no c~e would accept this tas~. 

People told them that the day before, the Liberation Ar-my forba;;;.; 

... "le inhabitants to go out so they did not know the location of naily 

boa~ds a~ci grer~des. Tne people also urged the troops ~~t to advar.ce. 
t 

SOwe persons, designated to guide au:- eneIr..ies, led the:n irlto $',;3."':',p-

land. Tired, after ~~y hours, our enemies had to withdraw. 

After each mopping up operation the people revie-.. ,t 7..he failure 

held ~.,d each harrJ.et makes a report in the presence of a ca.i::-e, 1<;;;'0 

then pOints out the experience gained. At ~;is meeting the ha~let 

which showed initiative or which acilieved some Qutst.andi"'·:g victo::"'y' :.:: 

fightir.g vIi th rudi."'Tlen"tary 7..lea;Jons occupies a place o~ ho:",or i~ :.::e 

front ranks. Al~~ough one group is not encouraged to outdo the o~~e~, 

the various groups so~etimes compete with one another in layi~~ naily 

boards o 

One farmer eve~ co~peted ~ith his wi1~e in laying na~ly boa~s. 

husband said: "You: duty is in attending to ~'1e children. You do :1ot 

have time to lay naily ooa:ras 9 Let ~e fight 01!.r er.er.~ies.n nyou :ig::~ 

.:lgair.st our ene~ies, II dr.S",.;ere-d ~hi3 wife, nit is your C\!ty.. 3'Llv as a 

p~rticipated. 
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l':l:l':..r.1; one o?era~ion'some of the villa,gel's did'\lo-t fi"ht and 

• 
~..:ere capt\l,:,~d. La t~.~/~he-Y. ;;er-e rele;,,,,sed and when t:-iey ca;';!e ho~e, 

," : 'f, 

•. ~ ~1; villaeers ::let thets-:d.;.:nd C berat.cri the; and told them only by . . 
'" ..... ,-

fightir~ cou)..a the people p!"ot.ect l~eir iives and property. 

After each ~opping up ope~ation, various groups ~eview the 
• 

acti~ns of each h~~e~ and indulge in mutual criticism. Tr.is 

serves to increase devotion, bring out the strong points and the 

shortcomings of the effort. This enables the people to convert 

eXfJerience into ~ inrproved orga r.iz a tion. 

In mopping up operations in mid-July our enemies sent in 600 

soldiers, in motor boats, to attack XB village. The leadership of 

the Party was stable, however, ar.d had prepared well t21e ?ali t.ical 

~~d ~ilita73 struggle 7 so the efforts o~ ~~e ene~y ca~e to ;.othing. 

Beven ene~ soldiers were wou~ded by ~ily boards. Tne enc~y 

soldiers withdrew before the ~,ited resistance of the people. 

During this same ope~a~ion it was discovered that so~e o! the 

!'.aily boards had beco::-.e wa.-ped and ~,usable. Afte::-,Iards the peonle 

held a meeting attended by the cadre in charge of la1ir~ naily 

boards. It was decided tha~ round naily boards were better "han the 

ordinary o~e, also that the barbed r~ily boards were ~ora dangerous 

for Oelr enemies. 

One farmer had i~vented a kind of bott~e grer~de usi~R a 

cartridge. It was tes~ec on a dog ~~d ~he explosion dise~bo~eleci 

No •• people are busy IT'.aking the new bo-:.tle grer.ade. 
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the" laying of 
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The people no~ ev~~ say to the cacres: 
' ..... 

l1':'ake ca:-c or· 'the 

docu:nen~s and avo id encounte:-:""''1.g the er..c ..... y. U 1':"'li5 p:-oves tr:at ... ", .. 
• ".Co 

people place full con!idence in the cadres, are devo"ed to t~em ~~d 

wa~t to protect the~. 

, 
XB village is still not yet well kn~~. But local sold~ers 

arc fearful of it. The soldiers c~~ped at L~ and TH villages 

(nea::'by) say: "If you wish to :neet your loved o~es agai.!"'I,) do::. it 

attack XB." 

LESSONS TO 3E I..EA:Di3D FROY: X3 

The Party at XB has scored so~e outstanding successes, These 

are due to t~e folloh~ng: 

1. Party me~bers were de~r.4ined correctly to carry o~t 

Party's policies. \-:'ben the village bases vlere d:'S?<:H"Sed 

ar.d the sit~ation Yo~sened, these comrades ~ook increasec 

:-esolve: "to su~ou~t 't~ei:- d::.fficulties.. ':'hey 5~rived a~ 

all ti:::es to get closer 'to the poor famers, to i\:c;ep a 

i"i:r7.. hold on, and at the so..."'r.€ ti.."7.e keep a deep fai";.,~ ... ~l 

the rr.asses. By so ta'< ing t.!1is a;>;>:-oach they l-:ere able to 

re-kir.cile the peo?le 1 s spin t ~Y1d reorganize ~e r.-.ass ::ove::-:e:::- .. 
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