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FROM THE PUBLISHER
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The selection of our cover picture for this issue has created for us a real
case of eonscience :

Standard journalistic practice would require the most important and repre
sentativel'picture of the month,

The commercial considerations however call for the most senszticnal and
attractive photo.

National interests dissuade us from the presentation on the front cover
of views detrimental to national unity and to the morale of our troops.

In fact, pictures such as the Danang fight, the charred Hue JUSPAO’s
building, some self immolations of the recent weeks would be very striking
and would sell the paper. '

We think however that all these were regrettable incidents which hap-
pened against the will of all responsible men.

We sincerely apologize to “our readers for the breach of journalistic rules.

The prospect of a real national unity so badly needed for stability and
victory, as is shown in the imaginary Vietnam Boat of Unity will plead, we
hope, in our favor.
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Pagodas, churches and tem- -

ples symbolize religions.

~—— These placesare for prayers,

Rediation. —TEnTemplation, spiri-
fualization, idealization.

The places exclude, by defi-
nition, criminal thoughts, perfi-
dious plans, treacherous plots,
and deceitful acts.

‘Religions ‘are, in fact, the
sound side of the life we are
living, the side of life we really

- live for ourselves. Religions are

AS POLITICS
PASSES

sacred matters, free of impuri-
ties of profane life. Their posi-

femporal matters;-inciodifg poli-
tics.

On the contrary, politics is
everything. Politics has its nobi-
lity, greainess and ideal. But
it has at the same time im-
perfections, weaknesses and
baseness.

Very often, polictic tolerates
things and acts entirely reproved

by religlons : assasination, blood-

shed vnderhanded meneuvers
unscropylous thoughts, ...anything
which may help reach a goal.

And when the goal is reached

then politics bestows all the

previleges to a winner and

disappointment to the loser.
Religions cannot be like

politics because of the intrinsic
nature of each.

Political alliances may be

 RELIGION
SHOULD LAST

destroyed if they fail in «neir
,undertakings. But religions are
destined to survive and last for
ever, despite political changes.

For these reasons,  religions
and politics are incompatible and
should not be mixed.

If religions persist in their
involvement in politics, they
demean themselves. But what is
worse is, they participate in a
system which will work for their
own destruction.



In “front "of the U.S Embassy in Saigon, May 25.

The Burning and ransacking of ths U.S. C»sasulate and the
(JUSPAOQO) Office in Hud in May hava stirred up the spirit of the

people .in Vietnam and abroad, especially in the United States, on

one of the most delicate problems facing this cou try: ANTI-
AMERICANISM IN VIETNAM.
Other events preceding the ¢distressing act» in Hué — as U.S.

Ambassador Cabot Lodge called the Hué sacking, included anti-

American demonstrations by some Buddhists in Saigon and in some

northern provinces, the burning of American vehicles and some cases

of maltreatment of American individuals.

Part of Buddhist or pro-Buddhist press has also dlrected strong
attacks against the Americans, or rather the « American misiakes
and weaknesses » in Vietnam. Some Buddhist leaders also voiced
_strong_lgfiticism against American policy ‘and American errors in
this country.

The superficial conclusion ‘drawn from these events is thay
anti-Americanism prevails in Vietnam.

To us the problem appears, however, to be much more
complicaied. To have a clear idea of what the situation really is,
the factor of time, place and circumsiances must be iaken
into consideration. ' ‘

As for the time factor, we are presently at war, awar-in which ™~

the Americans-are deeply mvolved There is no need to expiain thaf -
anii-Americonism is An aspect  of the war Which the Americans have
to face, in the same way they are boldlyfacing other aspects of
the war. ' ) 4 ,
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The war in Vietnam which the Americans have voiuntariiy
Joined involves politics and unfortunately religions too. And when
politics and religions are involvad in a war, in a country which still
claims freedom as the only reason for its existence, there cannot be
a complete unity. Disunity creates opponents and these opponents,
for own advantage, exert pressure on the Americans, who play a
key role in this war. Attacking the Americans is an efficient way,
some people think, to exert pressure.

By the same token, the Americans cannot avoid the fate of °

becoming a scapegoat for dissident groups.

Concerning the ¢place » factor, the Americans are in contact
with a1 Asian natior: which bears the strongest imprints of Asiatic
character and meniality. With some, words pronounced and acts
manifested do not necessarily reflect their minds and their hearts. In
other words, anti-American words and acts may not come from
anti-American minds and hearts, it may even come from pro-American
sentiments.

The Americans are a'so in contact with a country recently
delivered from a century of colonial domination, which Fad created
in ils people a strange kind of complex of the «dominated ». This
complex does not favor at all a frank expression of Vietnamese
sympathy for the ~ Americans. Considering this, one can
see that anti - American elements, in a way, enloy a
favorable climate for their expressions, while pro-Ame-
ricans find it rather difficult to disclose their feelings.
The apparent present anti-American feeling in Vietnam is
therefore rather deceitful, because the anti-American aspect of the,
problem is visible while the pro-American side of the problem
while existent, is not always evident.

It is easy for the ¢antis» to cry ¢« Americans go home»; but
it is not easy for the « pros» to shout « Americans, please stay ». The
«go home» is readily understandable; out the ¢«please stay »
cannot stand alone, it always seems to need explanations, elabora-
Yions and comments: some kind of justification.

About circumstances, the ¢ antis » also enloy favorable natu al
psychological privileges. A ransacking, a burning, a murder by a
few extremists has its immediate echo in ihe world, and stirs up
the opinion all over the United States. But the indignation of
thousands, may be millions of people who view such acts can hardly
go beyond the country’s frontiers. A few anti-American slogans on
banners carried-by_ children in the sireets of Saigon draw millions
of Americans to their TV screens. But repeafed speeches of gratitute
expressed to Allied troops and the American people by the Nation's
leaders may not even come to the attention of official
U.S. circles. (Continued on page 30)
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AN ANNIVERSARY!

For_ whom is
JULY 20th A SHAME?

EDITOR’S NOTE : Forthcoming July will be the month of the Geneva

Agreements en Vietnam.

The Viet Cong in the South as well as their comrades in North
Vietnam are already busy right now preparing for the celebration of
the Geneva Accords Anniversary which falls on July 20 th.

To the Vietnamese Communits, for reasons of their own, this is

an Anniversary of Victory.

To the free Vietnamese, bow'rever, this day has been called
« day of shame », because it marks the day Vietnam was partitioned.

And again, to Free Vietnam, partition means a shameful crime,

a betrayal of Vietnam’s ancestors and heroes who, throughout the

centuries, had fought for and rebuilt and maintained the unification

of the country.

These points concern the Vietnamese both in the North and the ‘

South. But what docs this day mean-for some of our Allies, for our
American friends and for the Free World as well ?

The following pages, we hope, will answer the question.

The Geneva Conference was  just

a heavy-handed comedy of five acts:

1) Colonialist rule : Under colo-
nial domination, Vietnam, Cambodia
and Laos had the collective name of
Indochina and their peoples suffered
merciless oppfession and éxploitatrion.

2) Struggle for independence :

For almost a century, there was a

<

continuous struggle for the recovery
of the countries’ independence. Viet-

Unfor-
tunately, in 1945, Vietnam’s indep-

nam always led the fight.

endence fell into the

Communists”
hands. ‘

3) 9-year war : During nine years
of war, France had more than once

negotiated with the Vietnamese nation-

alists and two accords had come about
(Accord of March 6, 1946
Agreement of March 3, 1946) in
which France recognized Vietnam to be

and

a free and independent state. But the
accords were never totally carried out.

4) Geneva Conference : In the
Summer of 1954, the French and the

Vietnamese Communists brought the

the a

world court of arbitration in Geneva,

Vietnamese problem before

with the participation of Great Britain,
the United States, the URSR and all
those involved.

5) Geneva Accords: The results
were announced early in the morning

of July 21, 1945: the great
of the world Fad decided to divide

Vietnam into two, the northern part

nations

for the Communists and the southern

part for the nationalists.

Representatives at the Geneva

Conference may be divided into four

groups : the Sino-Soviet group, the
Anglo-French  group. the minority
group of Vietnam, Cambodia and

Laos, and finally the outsider U.S.
delegation which formed an isolated '
group in itself.

The first two groups worked hand in
in hand during the 86 days of the confe-
rence whqréas the Vietnamese Commu-
nists referred to the decisions and ad-
vices of their great brother countrizs.

Since the beginning of the confer-

ence, the U.S. had apprehensions and



misgivings over the somewhat pro-
Communist attitude of the Fiench and
the British.

Cambodia and Laos were much

luckier than Vietnam which was
considered as the center of the
discussions. The Vietnamese nation-

alist government was kept in the dark
although the French government had
fepeatedly declared that Vietnam
would be informsd in advaace of any
.decision concerning its internal or
external affairs.

The partition of Vietnam decided

upon at the Geneva conference
reflected the policy of the Soviets
and the U.S.

The main and essential motivation

of the conference was the change of

the Communist tactics at that time.

Instead of pushing their attacks
down the Indochinese territory, the
Communists had to accept an

armistice as they did in Korea.

In fact, the Soviet tactics were to
only instigate rebellions but not to
openly support them. And when there
was or they felt there was vigorous
reaction from the Western naiions,
the Soviets intervened and called for

an armistice,

the
USSR realized that they had failed

in weakening the hostile forces, in

The situation was truer when

creating trouble and confusion among

the people and the gove nment of

10

the hostile country and in  undermin-
ing the unity and cooperation between

the Allied countries.

In Indochina, there
discontent of the people who had
become impatient after nine years of
Their
promises of freedom and happiness
did

vitali-y was visibly running out and a

war. Communist  leaders’

not materialize. The nation’s

«l don’t care» attitude on the
part of the people prevailed. The
people’s inrush to towns and cities,
and the return of peasants to their

native villages in the French occupied
zones indicated that the people were

really tired of the war.

led by

lost all

The resistance movement
the Communists would have
its meaning and would have been
dismissed if the French had been
honest in the agreements signed with
the nationalists and if they were
really willing to give complete indep-
endence to Vietnam. French narrow-
mindness was the cause of France’s

defeat.

The Dien Bien Phu catastrophe did
seriously affect the po'ical prestige of
France which had been weakened year
after year by the long and costly
Indochina war. France had also met
with serious troubles in its politicaj
system characterized by fifty govern-

ment changes since its liberation.

To Moscow, the Indochina war was

but a mere trifle. However, it ran the

was growing .

ri-k of becoming an internatioral war
if the French Expeditionary Corps was
crushed to pieces by the increasing
strenjth of the Viet Minh forces. Im
the

very

the event of such a defeat on
part of the French, it would be
likaly that the U.S. would interle e and
the war coul be turned into another
Korea. To avoid this risk, and to
swallow up one half of Indochina and
at the same time to unde'mine the
unity of Allied nations, the USSR had
openly favored an a mistice between
the Fiench and the
Communists. The USSR would also
have North Vietnam as a bridgehead

all South

Vietnamese

for its expan ion over

East Asia.

Since 1954, there had been se ious
differ=nces of viewpoints between the

US. and Great' Britain. the

British participation in the Korean war

Even

had not relaxed to any appreciable

extent the often tense relations
be*ween the two countries. There had
been evidences that Great Biitain was
getting closer to Red China de-pite the
warning of the U.S. Moreover, Great
the

position in

B-itain also attempted to court
USSR to maintain its
the world.

It was also Great Britain which had

advised France to enter into negotia-

tions with the Vietnamese Com-
munists.

The Indochina war had b ought
Great Britain even closer to its



As a

result, after the Genava Conlerence,

Gieat

promises from Red China to abandon

Communist Chinese customers.

Britain  had obtained new

the local Communist. movement in

Malaya or in any other B itish colonies.
For the United States, the Indochi-

nese war was an anti-Communist
and the French defeat and the nego-

war

tiations with the Communist meant a

defeat for the Free World.

Alter the armistice, the U.S. was

apparently isolated  while  Grest
Britain, France, Red China and the
USSR had had their shares. This
situation pushed the US. to streng-
then its relations with Bonn,
Yogoslavia, Spain, tc increase its
support to Japan, South Korea,

Taiwan, the Philippines, etc.. and to
speed up its defense programs in

South East and Nord East Asia.

In this
useful to recall that the Colombo

bloc had

defense programs for fear of

connection, it would be
not participated in these
impair-

with

ing its good neighbour policy

the Communist count-ies in Asia.

The USSR also pou'ed out

words promising the French that it

sweet

would not oppose French presence in

Vietnam and the participation of the
Viet Minh in the French Union.

Did the Viet Minh participate in
the the French Union of the French
Fourth Republic ?

JULY

The

collective name to

was but a
designate the
remaining French colonies. With its

F.ench Union

military strength, its actual

position
end prestige, the Viet Minh could not
be considered as a colony, even if it

were admitted into the Fiench Union.

As a member of the French Union,
not only would it lose anything but on
the contrary, it would be free to carry
out its Communist activities and to
raise its pr. stige in the French colo-
ni=s, thus gredually destroying the
pr- stig * of France within the French

Union.

The Viet Minh's participation in

the French Union  might also
serve  as a  shield to  prevent
direct  American intervention in

Indochina. That was why the Viet
Minh d cided to stick to the French
who, in turn, were given promises on
the safequard of their cultural and

economic interests in Vietnam.

In the meantime, the Vietnam-

Francz Association was re - established

in Hanoi by the Viet Minh.

From the foregoing, one can dis-
cern the subtlety of the Soviet plan

for dividing Great Britain, the U.S

20th...

and France. It can be said that the

Geneva Conlerence had been crea-

ted by France, Great Britain, Red
China and the USSR, who had arran-
ged between themselves to prevent
the American reaction and interven-

tion in the Indochinese problems.

Th~

iron

u.sS.

chain

~build an

from Japan

plan to
running

through Taiwan and the Philippines
and down to the Indian Ocean had

been breached in many places.

The defeat of the French in Indo-
china was somewhat a deleat of the
U.S. itselt and had attected the Ame-
rican influence in the Far East and

South East Asia.

For the United States, the question
was to seek to reinforce the defensive
forces in South East Asia the fate of
which was closely connected to the
future of the United States and_ its
Asian Allies.

its 70D
Asia

constitutes a decisive factor in the

Moreover, with million

people, South East actually

balance of power between the two

giant blocs of the world.



The Ist Visit of a VN

Diplomaft

The first Vietnamese to set foot in America was a man
named Bui-Vitn. He was born in the village of Trinh-Phé
in Thai-Binh province, North Vietnam, of a family of scholars.
He received his first academic degree in 1864 in the reign
of Emperor Tu-Duc, and his second degree in 1868

On the same year Bui-Vién went to Hué, the capital to
. pursue his studies at the Imperial Academy where he was hospi-
tably received by the Officer of Ceremonies, Vu-duy-Thanh.
During Bui~Vién‘s stay in Hué, he became acquainted with L2-
Tuin, Under-secretary at the Ministry of Ceremonies. This
acquaintance led to his carcer at the Court of the Emperor
Tu-Duc.

The Emperor, troubled by the banditry in North Vietnam
of the Black Flag troop of Luu-vinh-Phuc and the Yellow
Flag troops of Hoing-sung-Anh, sent an army commanded by
Bui-Vién’s patron, L&-Tuin, to fight them. L&-Tuin, however,
being a native of Central Vieinam, knew nothing about North
Vietnam and so asked Bui-Vién to accompagny him as his adviser,
Thanks to Bui~Vien’s valuable cooperation, L&-Tuin achieved
great success against the bandits, and the Court was soon
aware of Bui-Vién's presence in the shade of L&-Tuin.

Then, Doan-Uin, Commissioner-general for Land Deve-
lopment in Nam-Dinh, charged Bui-Viéa with the development
of what is now the province of Hai-Phong, and Bui-Vién car-
ried out his assignment with great success.

Consequently, in 1973, when Vietnam was disputing
Fraoce’s right to extend her control over all VN, the Emperor
chose Bui-Vién to go on a mission abroad for the purpose ot
enlisting the help of the United Statas. Bui-Vién was well
aware of the difficulties confronting kim, but was also deter-
mined to overcome them as shown in these lines dedicated to
his fellow countrymen :

Quy phy minh trigu si,

Phien tdng hai quéc du du.

Binh son hdng nhat can,

Thsn thé cuong thudng trong,
-The hang bet thiép du.

Hoang linh phong lang lang thiép,
Thu thiy nhadt hanh chu.

12

fo the US

| am ashamed to bear the reputation of an erudite
scholar of the Court, who,
Condescending, will travel to maritime countries.
The red sun approaches Mt. Binh ;
The white clouds Hoat over Céi Peak
A person’s status, his social connections, and his
duties are a weight upon one.
Climbing mountains and voyaging seas, wading lakes
and fording rivers excite anxiety.
But under the spiritual guidance ot the Emperor of
Heaven, | submit to the winds and waves.
Once launched upon the autumnal waters, my boat
will make headway.

The Emperor Tu-DUC summoned Bui-Vién to a private
audience at the pagada of Mt. Thuy-Vin near the sea, one of
the most picturesque sites of the old imperial eapital, as shown
in the following poem by Emperor Thiéu-Tri:

Tich thay toan nguyén bat ké& xuan,
Cau long 3n phyc ligt l1an tuan.
Hué phong chung do u lam hudng,
Khéng c8chuong la phap hai tan.
Thy luyén t& van phd bich lac,
Kinh xuyén ting ti tap hdng tran,
Thanh duyén phd t&€ ham quy thién.
Phat tich ting quang ty hiru nhan.

For countless springs those peaked blue-green moun-
tains have been in existence ;

In a series of their rugged places horned dragons
conceal themselves and ambush travelers.

The gracious winds carry the echo of bells into
_ the somber forest ;
The hollowed - out grottoes diffuse a fragrance over
. the Buddhist seaport.

The trees enmesh the kindly clouds floating beneath
the blue sky ;

The by - ways bear the imprint of the bonze’s san-
dals upon the red-brown earth.

The King’s grace everywhere helps all men to return
. to virtue ;



The footsteps of Buddha have in themselves the
power to make the light of intelligence

glow more brightly.

In granting Bui-Vitn a private audience, the Emperor
Tu-Duc wanted to show his high esteem for the scholar and

at the same time to command him to do his best on his smission
abroad to preserve the freedom of Vietnam.

Setting out in a small ship, Bui-Vién arrived ten days
later .in Hong-Kong, which was already a British colony and
the meeting place 6f ships from all over the world. The Vietna-
- mese scholar, eager for knowlcdgc, was dclightcd to see so many
new sights and faces ; and he determined to do all he could
to bring about closer and more frequent contact between his
country and the West. Having made the acquaintance of “Le
American consul in HongKong, a man whose mother was
Chinese, Bui-Vién decided to try, on his country’s behalf, to
establish relations with the United States of America. The
American consul, who was sympathetic to the Vietnamese
patriot’s project, had acquainted him with American people for
their independence. For his part, Bui-Vién confided in the
consul and told him the situation of Vietnam and the purpose
of his journey. He had already realized that he could not expect
any help from China — indeed the Chinese Minister of
Foreign Affairs, Ly-hdng-Chuong, had told him that China
was having too much trouble of her own to become interested
in the fate of another country.

In the winter of 1873, Bui-Vien set sail by way of Japan
for America, determined to put his country’s case directly before
President Ulysses S. Grant from Yokohama where the scholar
bad rested for a few days before he left for San Francisco. There
he visited some person recommended to him by his American
friend in Hong Kong and then started off across the country
for Washington.

The journey was a difficult one for a man who knew
neither the country nor the language, but, armed with several
letters of recommendation and a  firm resolution to help
his country, Bui-Viga visited a number of American cit'es He
studied American customs, took great interest in American

technical and scientific achievements, and made friends with
many people.

At last he arrived in Washington. After the protracted
and difficult matter of going through channels, during which
Bui-Vién displayed great tact and patience, he was formally
received by President Grant. The Vietnamese patriot was assu-
red of American interest and assistance provided he would
present credentiats which would eaable President Grant to  jus~
tify to the American Congrcss any action he might undertake

in Vietnam’s behalf. Bui Vién left for home to ask the Emperor
Tu Duc to provide him with the all-important diplomatic docu-
ments. On his way, he was informed, however, that new poli-
tical circumstances would not permit the President to  give the
assistance he had promised, and Bui Vien, sad at heart, saws
his dream of American aid for Vietnam fade awaw. If he was
living today, he would have scen his dream come true after all

Back in Yokohama, Bui Vien and his friend, the Ameri-
can consul, met again for a brief time, and, before parting for -

ever, exchanged poems, written in  Chinese, which expressed
their feelings. Bui Vien wrote :

Ly chuée Hanh-Tan ciru nquyét thu,
Nam v8n hdi tha chinh du du.

Ba dao mong tinh sinh tan héng,
Thay thd hoai tam e cyu du.

Ca v t8ng dai kim hai quéc,

Phdn hoa nhén vat ¢d bang chau,
Vi hoan ty tich hoan vi bjat,
Tienla | ha nien cong phign chu ?

We pour out wine into glasses at Yokohama in the

ninth month of autumn.
Turning my head towards the clouds of Vietnam,

| feel extremely anxious about my country.
Waves and billows, dreaming and waking engender

new enthusiasm in me.
Sea and land, memory and emotion remind me of

my former journeys

Palaces of song and dance, many stories high, now
exist among the maritime countries ;

Famous persons once existed with pomp and gaiety
~ in the Fairy Islands.

Enjoying myself with you, | regret all the more that
we must part.

Spiritual companion ! in what year will we be toge-
ther in the same sampan ?

The poem written by Bui-Vién’s friend was
the following :

Hoanh kigu li&u sic tiém ly thu.

Ac thtr phan trinh ven Iy du.

Cyu uéc hoa Thanh ung vién phong,
Ky phung Tign Ddo cach hug du.
Nguyét leong khach ¢ phi tam nhat,
H5 hai quan tam hiru t&¢ chau.

Lizn dic minh tridu trong e xa,
Triong duong van thiy cac ¢6 chu.

i3



The colors of the willow near the Yokohama Bridge
little by little are leaving at the end of autumn ;
Shaking hands, we shall soon separate, our roads
myriad leagues apart.
Our old promise to each other in the Flower City
(Washington) makes it right to ask of news

from alfar.

Our unexpected meeting in the Fairy Islands (Japan)
does not mean, however, that we can go

our travels side by side,
Under the moon and

. On lakes and seas your heart grew strong with love
for these four islands.

So be it ! tomorrow morning we shall both
remember this place
On the ocean each boat alone will face into

the cloudhigh waves.

From Yokohama, Bui Vien went back to Hue where
to the Emperor TuDuc, he made a detailed report of his mis-
sion. The Emperor was overcome at hearing of the unfortu-
nate turn that Bui Vien’s mission had taken, but acknowledging
his merits, praised him in these words:

Trdm « t& vi hiru than an nghia.
T& nai di qudc an ; nai bdo gia an.
Tham d8, vién ly.

Quy thin duong digc gidm chi!

Though | did not give you any personal favor or

allections

Nevertheless, you brought peace to the nation,

nevertheless, you preserved the peace of the home.
You pondered deeply, you planned far ahead,

Demons and gods ought also to remark your deeds !

Bui Vien still continued to serve his Emperor and his
country. As Director-general of Customs, he organized a power-
ful fleet to disperse the pirates who infested the waters adjacen;
to Vietnam. And because of his success in  suppressing

smuggling, the Emperor appointed him Admiral of the Mer-
chant Service.

In the fighting with the pirates many . of Bui Vien
sailors were killed. He saw to it that these brave men had
military funerals and asked the Court to grant substantial
pensions to their widows. He himself wrote funeral orations,
composing the following lines :
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Vai tusa—oou viéng, ~
the-brdge for three days, e R Y 9
. , Mast mdi tinh s3u.
my will grew weak with ess ;

Ngudi sdng & doi,
Tiéng thom 1a trong.
Chét ma phai nghia,
Chét ciing nhue sdng.
Thay ding doan ta
Hao higp cing |dng.

Né6i dén hai anh,
Long rigng rdu ri

S

-
Hon thigng phach sang.
Chéng gidm cho nhau!
O hs! thugng hudng!

To man living in this world

Fame is important.

If he dies doing his duty, as is proper,

Then dead, he is still alive.

So the valiant sailors of our crew

All shared the same chivalrous heart.

Speaking of two of you particularly,

| feel a sadness in the very depths of my heart.

As | pour some two libations of rice spirits,

| visit your soul —

One tie of deep love between us.

May your spiritual souls and your bright ani-

mal souls.

Witness and remark my outpourings !

Alas!  So be it!

Oh the first day of the 11th month in the 315t year (1878)
of Tu-Duc’s reign, Bui - Vien died suddenly. The Court was
struck with dismay at the news of his death, and the
whole country mourned for him. Nguyén Tu Gian expressed
his sorrow in these lines :

Tha sinh ho¥c vi vong gia qudc,
Trang chi khdng 1an phé hai son.

In another life, perhaps you will not yet have for-
gotten your home and your country:

Your strong resolution you entrusted, in self-
’ sacrifice, to her seas and mountains

(Continued on page 25)



VIEINAM'S PEASANT ARMY

Will his sease of humour which was
his inherilance, the great wriler Ber-
nard Shaw oace siid: « How could
the Germans not hate us while Dr

Gobbels’

that we are a danger for their tran-

broadcasts tell them daily

quiliity ? ».

« Not knowing us, they fancy lhat
we wish them a terrible death, They
arc atlacking us because ll)ey are
coavinced they are defending them-
selves. These misunderstandings set

apari, Germans are pacifisls ... »

It is a prodigious feal lo be able to
define a whole framme of mind “in so
few words. The conclusion is : to like

a people, one must first understand

them. To understand a people’
one should study not only their
social behaviour and their mo-

ral life but also their political and

military set-up throughout their

history.

What does the history of VN show ?

that centuries

his country has had to
defend ilself against jbellicose and

It says for

grecdy neighbors who never ceased
to make capital out of il and, furlher,
lo impose upon it modes of life cor-
lrary to its normal lrcnds: (hina and

Chainpa.

To defind the national patrinony,

those who held power had lo main-

tain permanentlyjan army capable of

facing all situations. This was no easy
task. As a matter of fact, to protect
the

minimum of one hundred thousand

Northern frontier alone, a

men wcere needed, With Vietnam’s
size, an such

financially

army of
strength would have been
out of proportion. Instead of burde-
ring the peop'e with unpopuler taxes
the nation’s greast monarchs chose to
have an army of peasant-soldiers,
Thus they had

sufficient number of

serving by rotation.
at all times a

m cn o cope_with any situation, 1he

m1ia part of th2 army b:in3 mobilized
in case of emergency.

King Dinh Tien Hoang had about a
million trained men serving, according
to the records of his time. Ngo Thi Si,
the great Vietnamcse historian, says
that the major parl of this formidable
manpower pursucd agricultoral activi-
ties in peacclime. They conaslituted a
reserve which could Le mobilized in
case of invasion.

Under the [ e dynasty, the period of
compulrory military service consisted
cf five terms. Wlen the soldiers of

(Continued on page 18)
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HUNGER STRIKE

May will stay in the history of
VN as the month of <«hunger
sirikes ». '

A review of the hunger
strikes heid in May alone will
give us a complete piciure of
this socio-political phenomenon
entitled now {o an honorable
place in the overall non-violent
struggle sirategy of the modern
" political war.

As shown in the piciures, they

tinvolve the young and the old,
boys and girls, men and women,
the rich and the poor, laymen
and religious dignitaries.

They are carried out under ali
forms: sitiing, standing, lyin i
down, sleeping, chatting, silence,
meditating, praying, may be
insulting too. They are performed
with one individual alone, in
groups of four or five, ten or
iwenty, some fime ¢«en massey,
some times on a local scale, other
times as a nation-wide campaign.

Ven. Tam Giaz, head of the Buddhist

What are the goals of hunger
strikes ¢

They are first of all the
expression of a protest; then
they are an efficient propaganda
medium. They are also a peace-
ful assault against the opponent
and a challenge to the enemy.

How effective are they in
this country 2

They are raiher efficient here
because the Vietnamese people
is a very sentimental people
who easily sympathize with the
«oppressed », the weak, the
unhappy, particularly  with
children and women.

What is the feeling of the
strikers?

It is your own feeling ;when
you are on a <hunger sirike» af
home. You feel very uneasy, but
you don’t eat unless Madame
insists. !f she does’nt urge you
pa ssionately, youfleave;the house
and eat elsewhere.

Chaplaincy, encouraged
Buddhist chdplains before they eniered « hunger sirike ».
(Mo 18)

fn a pageda in Gia Dirth near Saigon
(May 19)

Dalat
Bonzes’ sirike at the students
Vien Hoa Dao (May i8) {May 4)

Nuns ot the Vien Hoa Dao
before the strike (May 18)

; " . . ) |

Woarkers® children sirike for their parenis,
in connection with a iabor dispuie,
(May 13)

Nuns at the Vién[Hoa Dao
(May 18)



VN’s Peasant Army

‘ (From page 15)

the first echelon were in service,
those of the five others were in the
field, and so on by rolation. This
\\'is:e and humane measure, which
recalls the modern system of cons-
cription, provided the country againsl

labor shortage or excessive taxation.

THE ORGANIZATION OF THE
VIETNAMESE ARMY SINCE THE
Xth CENTURY

Soldiering was[first taught to the
Vietnaniese by a ‘Chinese Prefect. This
militia of foreign formation was to
be replaced by a truly national army
only in the Xth eentury. The credit
for this went to Dinh Tien Hoang who
founded

who first divided the terrilory into

a dynasty. It was he

ten Dao, each Dao into ten Lu, each

Lu into ten Tot and each Tot
into ten Ngu. Each Ngu had
to give tlen men fil for military

duty who went through a period
of intense training as soon as they
were enlisted. So Dinh Tien Hoang was
the first monarch to have an army of

a million men.

In 1028, Emperor Ton

found it

Ly Thai
suitable to set
up an Imperial Guard consisting of ten
compagnies or Ve of 200 men each.
This crack formation consisted solely
of real athleles. Thoronghly mebile,
it could fight from a distance with

particularly powerful cross-bows.

18

Under the dynasty of the Tran, in
the XI111th century, important changes

made in the organization
Thus, it

War Esta-

were

of the Vietnamese army.
decided that the

blishment would never drop below

was

a hundred thousand men who were
distributed among the Cam Quan to
delend Chu lo

Quan to the provinces

the palace, the
defend

‘and the En Binh Hai Quan (a kind of

marines) entrusted with the defense

of the water fronts.

This ariny was subdivided into Qu 'ns

of 2400 men each and Quan inle Dos

of 80 men.

A noteworthy fact is that it was
during Lhis period thal a police regi-
ment or Chu Lo Quan was firsl sct up
a sort of mu:litary polive for the main-

Lenance of order among the troops.

It was Tran Nhan Ton who, thrcugh
his varicus reorganizalions of the army
enabled his nephew the renowned
to defeat
the Tartar troops of Omar and Sogatsu,

General Tran Quoc Tuan,

CREATION OF A CENTRAL
MARSHALSHIP

In 1466, I.e Thanh Ton divided the

The
placed undir a

army into five Phus or Corps
wlole o..ifit was
Supreme Command or Marshalship of
the Centir. The four other Phus were

nanied after the four cardinal points:

Nam, Bac, Tay, Dong. The Nam Phu

was therefore divided among the
Southera jrovinces. Each Plhu was
commanded by a Marshal or Do Doc
who received orders directly from

Central Marshalship.

The king had also four thousand
galleys of 52 oars each with cannons

and a certain number of clepbants.

Rceruiting took plice at that time
once every six years.

As for the Phu or Corps, it was

subdivided into six Ves or regiments,
each Ve into six Sos or battalions of

400 men.

Each marshal or Do Doc comman-

ding an army corps had a deputy Do
Doc Dong Tri, who, in his turn, was
agsisted by a Do Doc Thiem Su.

Fach Ve was under a Tong Tri, a

kind of colone!, hwing as depu-
ties a Dong Tong Tri and a

Thiem: Tong Tri. The Sos were under
Lanh Binhs having Vo Uys as deputies.
The Sos were subdivided into Ngus
Commanded by Tong Cos. )

The Imperial Guard created by Ly

Thai Ton kept ils name of Thanh Tuy
Cuoc and was placed under the orders

of a Do Tri who was assisled by two
Giams.

ORGANIZATION OF ARMY
QUARTERMASTER CORPS

It is interesling, to nole that, as
early as that time, the Vietnamese had
a Quarlermaster Covps, though the
Chinese Army even at the beginning
of the XXth century used to live upon
the produclion of its place of assign-

ment.

There were then two kinds ol Army



Supply convoys : land and river con-
voys. Each Phu had two companies of
carts or Xa Dois consisting each of
50 men commanded by a Doi Trung.
Each Xa Doi had and 80

buffalecs, plus a reserve of six buffaloes.

37 carts

THE ADVENT OF FIREARMS

It was inthe XVIIIth century that

the use of small firearms was first

noted, Soldiers were then armed with

a musket and a lance of pike. During
the same time the royal galleys had
three cannons, one astern and two at

the prow.

CHANGES ORDERED BY
GIA-LONG

Gia Long, who restored Vietnam’s
independence from China, changed
the structure of the National Army.
First, he increased the strength of the
Imperial Guard which was raised to
30.000 men, while the remainder was
divided into forty regiments, i. e. five
corps.

Each corps or Quan consisted of
eight regiments, all with elephants,
There were more than five minitias
of five regiments each not including

the provincial forces.

At the top were the five marshals
or Ngu Quans who were under the
Supreme Command of the Chief Mar-
shal or Trung Quan. The four other
Senior Officers commanded : the right
wing army or Huu Quan, the left
wing army or Ta Quan, the vanguard

or Tien Quan and the rearguard or

Hau Quan. Under them were De Docs

or generals,

From then on, the organization ef
the command became more similar to
the modern system and it was the mo-
bility of the army which enabled Gia
Long to win h's victories. In fact, each
general had colonels or Chanh Lanh
Binh’s, Lt-col. (Pho Lanh Binh), ma-
jors and captains under his orders.Each
colonel commanded seven co-ons or
regiments, — i.e. atotal of about 3,500
men. The smallest unit of the army

was a group of ten men (Thap). Each

Thap was headed by a Ngu Truong.

Rank insignias were worn on the
ehest, They were generally a square
piece of fabric on which were emb-
roidered various symbols denoting a
mandarin’s rank. The insignias were
called Bo Tuus. The marshals
had a unicorn, or Ky Lan
as insignia. A mythological animal, tlEJ

Bach Trach, was for the gemerals.
//— .

The style of the military mandarin’s

uniform was ruled by official decree,

minutely describing the pattern of

each uniform,




COMPETITIVE EXAMINATIONS

Another noteworthy fact about the
structure of the Vietnamese Army
was that as early as 1028, soldiers
could sit at competitive examina-
tions for promotion, while in France,
for example, it was not before the

Revolution of 1789 that any soldier

could havethe chance of being pro-

moted to higher rank,

As early as in 1723, King Du Ton
outlined the broad principles of mili-
tary examinations which were to be
held once every three years. They were
held in two steps, first at the regional

level, then at the capital city level.

The provincial level dealt with the
rudiments of a soldier’s profession.
Successful candidates received the title
of Vien Binh.

The senior examinations held in the
capital dealt with the «seven military
missions ». They included analysis and
comments. Successful condidates were
promoted to the rank of Tao Ky.

Later, physical training exercises

were included in the oral and written
examinations.

During the second-

year course, the candidate had to
wield a strong cross-bow of 28 kilos
and fence with a scimitar of 30 kijos.
He also had to hit a target with a bow

while astride a trotting horse.

THE TWO MILITARY ACADEMIES

Success at the various examinations

did not always mean admittance to the
Cadet Officers’ Schools which were

only open to sons of mandarins who

2]

had a general education. The An Danh
Military Academy +was open obnly to
sons ‘of senior military . mandarins
having a sound general education and
conversant wilh the Chinese alphabet.
The program

of studies included

strategy in mass warfare, tactics,

knowledge of the different kinds orf‘
forts, The Trainces—were_also taught
fencing. At the end of the three-\'ear
“course, successful candidates became
captains and were assigned {o a regu-
lar unit.

At the Giao Duong Academy only

_ sons of military mandarin’s who had

qualified as captains were admitted.

Here the training lasted six years
and the program of studies included
psychology and the art of comman-
ding men. Outlines of meteorology
Those

enable the students to forecast the

were taught. were meant to

weather and the dates of important
battles. For instance a rainbow seen
in the sky had a particular meaning ;
the sight of two rainbows, another

nmeaning.

According to one of the precepts, if

a cloud in the shape of a soldier

carrying a lance were seen in a parti-
cular direction, then an attack that
way had to be postponed for at least

24 hours, as it was a bad omen.

YHE MODERN ARMY OF

VIETNAM AND ITS SPIRIT

It can be said that during the French
occupation there was no Vietnamese
army in the sirict sense of the word,
as France had the responsibility of

defending Vietnam,

It was only when Vietnam really
won her independence that a great
Vietnamese army was built up. For the
historians of tomorrow ils hasty for-
‘mation will remain a mystery. There
will be the need to consider not only
making of the combatant a technician
capable of using the many modern
weapons but also training officers ca-

pable of Tmaneuyring masses of men.

This army has not only closed ihe
imaginary frontier of the XVIIth
parallel set up by the Geneva agree-
ments but has also checked all
internal rebellions.

It has caused the ad miration of the
world, for the effort demanded from
this young army has been considerable
It had to deal with operations of

unthinkable complexity.

This is understandable from what
has been written above. It is because

once more the country has appealed

to its peasant-soldiers that have

survived the disaters which seemed
to be in store.

These men made an exact appraisal
of the situation. Once more in defen-
ding the mational patrimoeny they
felt that it was their own paddy fields
and their own households they were
defending against the cupidity of the
enemy.

As R. P. Alexandre de Rhodes, the
inventor of the romanized Vietnamese
alphabet, once put it, the Vietnamese
soldier has always been known to be
courageous and humane at the same
time. This is certainly due to the fact
that throughout the centuries he has

been deeply rooted to his native soil.

*



North Vietnam has a

regime it calls a popular democracy or

Communist

people’s democracy.

To the Vietnamese Communists, the
people are the labor and farming classes
who make up the Labor Party, affilia-
ted to the Indochinese
Party created in Vietnam in 1930,

Communist

In accordance with the above defi-
nition of « the people », the. Vietna-

mese Communists organize their ad-

Beyond the 17th Parallil

NVN Administrative
Oganization

Déng Chinh Phu) tribunals and the

Popular Constitutional Supervisory

North Vietnam Constitution stipu-
lates however that the National Assem-

ministrative  machirery with the [pstitute (Vién Kiém Sat Nhan Dan) bly elects the Country’s President and
Party, — representing the yeople, are but executive outfits, whose dutics th¢ President selects the Prime
— governing and handling public are to carry out orders and implement Minister. Naturally, that is pure
powers. ¢ " plans of the authorilies as conceived theory, because practically « uncle

With a leader at the head of the

party,
of NVN is a 3 - level organization :

the administrative structure

« Uncle Ho » leader at the top, then
the Party, then the Government.

The above formula inlicates there is
not a separation of powers in North
Vietnam ; there is however a division
of responsibilities :

Organs such as the National Assem-

by the Party.

Another fact is: all the Ministers and
Heads of Government's Committees
are at the same times Commissioners
of the Party’s Executive Commillee
and deputies of the National Assembly
It is then obvious that there is no
separation of powers since one indi-
concurrently

vidual assuime

legislative, executive and supervisory

can

such as « people »,

Hé », the Party Leader had elected
himself President and will remain as
such surely for life.

We may then conclude that words
«democracy »,
« election », ...are just devices ex-
ploited by a minority of Communists
to establish a lotalitarian regime. The
people become instruments of pro-

duction for the exclusive benefit of

bly, the Government Council (Héi gunctions. the Party.
1
«UNCLE HO»
PARTY LEADER
2
SECRETARIAT PARTY POLITBURO
3
NATIONAL DEFENSE GOV'T PECPLE's PARTY’s FRONT STATE-RUN | STATE-RUN
ASSEMBLY CCUNCIL COUNCIL "TRIBUNAL | AFFILIATED | ORGANI- WORKERS’ DEVELOP-
GROUPS ZATIONS |FEDERATION- MENT
ASSOCIATIONS| PROJECTS
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(NVN) LABOR PARTY

CENTRAL EXLCUTIVE (OMMITTEE

Presidert : HO ¢HI MINH
Confirmed members : 43
Reserve members 28
POLITBURO
Cor fi ‘' med members :n
Reserve mcmbers 2
‘ SECRETARIAT
| ——
First Secretary : Le Duan
Staff members : 6

— Party’s Affiliated Groups

— Fronts

— Govt-run Workers’

Federation — Asso-
ciations

— Govi.run business
establishments

Socialist Party

Democratic Party

Fatherland’s Front
Nitional Liberation

Frent of South Vietnam

Labor Youth Groups

(Men and Women)
Trade

Colleclive farms and
industrial zones

Industrial plants

, .
(.
) .
*
g ®* Workers’ Federation
[ ]
[ ]
I
\
} .

— National Assembly
— Government Council
— Defense Council

—- People’s Court
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NATIONAL ASSEMBLY

North Na-
tional Assembly is composed of 453

The present Vietnam
depnties including ;
& 362 deputies elected by the

people of North Vietnam,

# 91 deputies of South Vietnam,
e'ected in 1946 and still main-
tained in the Assembly to repre-

. sent the people of the South.
The territory of North Vietnam is
divided into 32 electoral disiricts;
each 50,000 people is entitled to one
deputy; the excess of over 25,000
people gives a district the right of
one more deputy.
Industrial zones, colective farms

and development areas directly con-
trolled by the Party’s Central Execu-
live Committee enjoy the rate of one
deputy for each 10,000 to 30,000
p :ople.

The number of deputies represen-

ting tribal groups, the highlanders
and minority racés is 1/7 of the total
number of deputies.

The National Assembly meets twice
a year, otherwise it is represented by
a standing committee.

There were altogether three eclec-
tions of the National Assembly in
Noitn Vietnam in the years 1946, 1959
and 1963.

The National Assembly has a Presi”
ding Board of 24 members with five
secretaries. .

The StancCing Committee has a
Chairman, six Vice Chairman, a
Secretary General, a secretary, 14
members and two reserve members.

Ttere are three technical com-
mittees nnder the Standing Com-
mittee :

— the Committee for Law Projects
with a Chief of Committee and 12
members ;

— the Planning and Budget Com-
mittee manned as the previous ene ;

— the National Unificalion Com-
mitter with a Committee Chi~f and 17

members.

THE GOVERNMENT COUNCIL

The Party Chairman is concurrently
the Chairman of the Execcutive Branch
and of the Def-nse Council.

The Prime Minister is answerable
to the Party lead r and the Executive
organ.

Ministers only play an executive
role : their duties are to implement
plans drafted by various Party’s
Committces,

The Public Security Ministry topped
the list of Mini:tries. The Ministries
of Agriculture, of Collective Farms,
of Hydro-electricity, of Hcavy -and
Light Industries and of Construetion
come right after the Interior, Defense
and Forcign Affairs Ministries.

This proves that North Vietnam is
practicing the ¢conomic principles of
Socialism in compliance with the
following formula :

Using agriculture for impectus for
industrial development through mo-
torization, clectrification and hydro-
technics.

READ IN THE No, 1 ISSUEOF

The Free Observer

— Political posit'os of the Budihists,

— North-South Fight or East-West Clash ?

the Catholics and the Government. —~ The Price of a Minis'er.

— V.C. New Terorlst Tactics.
— Why This War ?

— The Responsibility of the U.S. press

In Vietnam.

— From the Advisory Council to the

Constitutiora' Assembly.

~ The Full Meaning of Two Death Sentences.
— The Kennedy’s and the National Liberation

Front for Sou'h Vietnam of the V.C.

— The National Union lssue.
— The First U.S. Visitor to Vie nam. — Democracy in the Vietnamese Traditional

Sociely.

— Chronology of Events of March 1966

000

On permanent sale at Xudn Thu Bookstore
185 Tu Do Street, Saigon

23



The EXECUTIVE BRANCH

President 1
Vice President 1

The DEFENSE COUNCIL

Chairman 1
Vice Chairmen
Members 6

|

The GOV'T COUNCIL

Prime Minister 1
Vice Premiers

SECTIONS OF THE
PRIME MINISTER’S
OFFICE

1. Minister

2. Agricultursl
Section

3. Industrial
Section

4. Finance and
Commerce

5. Internal
Affairs

6. Culture and
Religion

24
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MINISTRIES

Publie security
Interior

Foreign Affairs
Defense

Agriculture
Collective Farms
Hydro-electricity
Heavy Industry
Light Industry
Construction and Architeeture
Post Communications
Transportation Communications
Labor

Finanee

Internal Commerce
External Commerce
Information
Education

Health

Minister without
Portfolio

COMMITTEES OF

THE PRIME MINISTER'S

10.

OFFICE

National planning

National Sciences

Nation’s Affairs

National Recons-
truction

Inspection

Unification

Physical Education '

and Sports
National Bank

Forest products
General Office

“Maritime Products

General Office
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THE SUPREME CONTITUTIONAL
SUPERVISORY INSTITUTE

This Institule inspects the appli-

cation -of laws promulgated by the
ruling authorilies, the Goverment

Coincil and the People’s Court.

The Cbairman of the Instilule is
designated or dismissed by t.e Nalio-

nal Assembly.

Iis Vice Chairman  and staff mem-

bers are nominaled or removed by the

tee, as proposed by the Chairman of

this Commitice.

THE SUPREME PEOPLE’'S
TRIBUNAL

The principsl juﬁge of this tribunal
is designaled or dismissed by the
Nation.l Assembly.

Its assistant prin:in-l julge »nd the
judg\es staffing the Supreme Iribunal
by the

National Assembly Standing Commit-

are nominated or removed

this Committee.

~ The Judiciary organ of North Viet-

nam co:prises then two organiz'ations.
The Supreme Constitutional Institute

with one Ch irma», two Yice Chair-

men, one Viee Chairman in charge of

the Central Militry Inspection Insti-

tute and five stalf members. .

The
with one Princip 1 Judge, one Deputy

Supreme . People’s Tribunal,

Priacip i} Judge and 16 staif members
who have the rank of judestoo,

National Ascembly Standing Commit-

The Ist Visil.

(From page 14)

A high official of the Court also composed a memorial

erse in Bui- Vien’s honor :
Thén thanh do thdo ding tign sé ;
T& chi nan thu hai ngogi du.

Your subdu-d words, siill hesitant, present them-

selves before the lamps in the palace of

the Emperor ;
Your concern for your country’s safety, pledged

to endure, travels yet beyond the seas

Bui- Vien had a vision that looked far beyond seas and.>

continents. He was probably the first Vietnamese who ventured
to cross the vast Pacific seeking in the New World the help
that would cnable his beloved couatry to saf. guard her inde-
penden;c. Bui- Vien's name, along with the names of Joha
White and Edmund Roberts, shares a place of honor in the
list of those who have scught to bring together East and
West, Vietn;;m and the Unaited States of America, in peace
and friendship. *

(00 28 proposed by the Chairman of

*

Vietnamese riddles

2.

A mother with millions of kids ; at
daybreak, everyone is dead, except
an old man with a grimacing face
whom nob>dy dares to look at

What Is this ¢

It swings when it moves and becomes
still when at home.

What is this ¢

3. What comes up from the earth wlih

a hat 2

X

Please check answers in next issue.




The first half of May was rather calm. The second half was,

on the

" contrary, probably the most agitated period of time since the Independence of
Vietnam and the partition of the country 12 years ago.

The Buddhist struggle reached its climax during this period, with

the

use of all forms of violont and non-violent assaults against the country’
military government and leaders. MAY might be called <a month ot decision |

CHRONOLOGY

MAY |
MAY DAY— Ecoromic crisis marked
«May Days march ; Lroops cordoned
US. Einbassy as the celebration look
anti-US overtones.
MAY 2
CATHOLICS— In Saigon and Qus
-Nhon, Catholics demonsiraled to expi
ress s VN gratitude» to the Allied troop-
and denounce the Hué Buddhbists.
MAY 4
KY-ELECTION — Ky said in Quang
Ngai ewe will try to hold the election
by October. »
MAY 6
POLLS BODY — Chief of Silale
Nguyen Van Thiéu signed a decree-law
formalizing the creation of the Elec-
toral Law Drafting Commiltee.

. MAY7

- KY-GOV'D-NLC — PM KY said in Can
Tho that his Government and the Di-
réctory expecled another year in offi-

ce.
MAY 8
DALAT — 24 hour curfew was reim-
posed on Dalal t{o end anti-Gvt de-
monstrations there.

MAY 10

HAI RA TRUNG BLAST.— A Clay-
more mine blast near the Brink BOQ
casused a mistakea shooting by U.S.
Military I’olice. Gunfire killed frve VN
-and wounded 21 others, and eight
U.S. servicemen,
" LODGE— U.S. Ambassador C. Lodge
arrived in Washington for consulta-
tions wilh Pres. Johnson,

MAY 15

 BUDDHIST YOUTH.— Saigon Po-

26

lice broke icto the Baddhi-t yoith
Headquarters on 1lién Vuong Street,
Saigon at 3a.m., arrested 20 persoas
and scized several imnportant do-
cumentls,

DANANG.— Danang local troops
« spontaneously » moved to crackdown
on the Danang (Buddhisl) «Struggle
Force » with the support of crack
Marines units sent from Saigon.

The Danang « stroggle force » had
practically scized control of Danang
since last March,

THIEU.— L{. Gen. Nguyen Van
Thiéu, Chairman of the NLC declared,
in a broapcasl over Saigon Radio, that
the intervention of the government
troops in Danaug « only aimed at
restoring peace and order,s prerequi-
sile for a peaceful and democratic
clection »,

CATHOLICS.— Catholics of lbe Chi
Hoé districl, 2 milcs from downtowan
Saigon, staged a protest march.

ARMED FORCES COUNCIL, CAQ —
The Armed Forces Council held at the
General Staff Command Headquarters
appointed Maj. Gen, Huynh Van Cao
Comimmander of the I Corps to
replace Lt. Tén Thit Dinoh.

MAY 16
TRI QUANG.— Hué Radio broadcast
what il said was a lelegram sent by
Tri Quang to President Johnson, cal-
ling for his inlervention in the Viet-
namese situation, especially  the
« Dapnang iepression ».

THIEN MINH.— Ven, Thién Minh,

requested the withdrawal of {he
ARVN Mariaes from Danang as a
first step toward normalcy.

CATHOLICS.— The National Ca-

tholic Congress met in Saigon for two

N
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days wilh the participation of 1epre

. senlalives of all the Bishops of the

13 dioceses of South Vietnam and all
the militant Catholic organizations.

A 7-man presidium was officially
formed to command the Catholic
Citizens Blo¢ created a monlth ago.

The Bloc will hive two Secretarics

General, one for the Presidium and
one for the Blor.
MAY 17

CAO — Gen. Huynh Van Cao made
a brief visit to Hue by helicopter. Soon
after takeoff from Hue, a dissident
Lieutenant fired two pistol shols at
his helicopter. A helicopler gunner
fired back, killing the lieutenant. The
general was unharmed.

TRAN QUANG THUAN — Professor -
Tran Quang Thuan, considered an
unofficial spokeman for the Buddhist
Church resigned from the Electoral
Code’ Drafting Commiltte in protest
against PM Ky’s move against Danang,

ARMY AND POLITICS — Defense
Ministry officially forbade political
aclivities in the Army under whatever
form. The role of rcligious chaplains
will a'so be revised.

JOHNSON — In the face of mounting
civil turmeil In VN, President Johnsoa
called for continuous cfforts toward
unity of non-Communists against Com-
munist aggression and the formation
of a constilutional government,

MAY 18

KY AND DANANG — PM Ky said in
Danang he does not feel it necessary
to inform the Uniled States of his
polilical moves.

— Concernjng the Danang operation.
PM Ky made three points :

— It was essenlial because we could
not have let this dissidence to go
farther.

— There was a clear case of Com-
munist subversion of the Bouddhist
movement and we had to stop it. If

(Continued on page 31)



—~ Television in VN —
(From page 8)
sion sets — one for Vietnam’s Channel
9 and a separate one for Channel 11
—powered by a 100 kilowatt diesel
generalor bolted and nutted to the
aircraft’s tail section. Even with a
200 — gallon oil tank thrown in, there

remained enough room for a little
sstudio». But the whole load had

taken almost every pound of the plane’s
40,000-pound capacity.

When the plane finally taxied down
the Tan
January, the South Vietnamese Minis-

Son Nhut runway early

try of Information, in coordination
with U.S.A.LLD. had a handful of
receiver sets installed in places earlier
selected for accessibility to big crowds.

The necessary test flights to deterw
mine the most effective flight pattern
and flight area for the best possible
receptién postponed the previously
announced TV premiere by Tet — the
Vietnamese Lunar New Year holidays
lasting from Jan,21 to Jan. 23. But by
Feb. 4, receiver sets had been properly
attuned to an area southwest of Saigon

where the planes were to fly. And
Vietnam marked its breakthroughfinto

the video age.

Not unusual for premiere nights, it

was « standing room only » for the
Viethamese audiences, a slight incon- ¥

venience that will stay until tight

foreign exchange restrictions relax to °

allow the availability of sets to private
purchasers, but one which observably
Vietoammese intercst in their televi

sion will outlast,

To nurse local interest is the job of

the National Movie Center which feeds §
the Vietnamese 7:30-8:30 p.m. hour on o
Channel 9 with newsreels, documen- §

taries and variety shows. Here is
where the Vietnamese shall wean

themselves soonest from American
«involvement» in the project.

Barely sixty two days alter Channel
9 went on the air, Vielnamese techni-
cians were bchind every knob and
switch in canning a {raditional poetry
V video American

reading in tape.

«advisors» who today still have to
look over the Vietnamese technicians
shoulders concede that in time, they
shall soon, quite happily, lose their

jobs.

There has been an increasing public
demand to stretch the Vietnamese air
time. The variety of Vietnamese enter-
tainment forms — from drama.s,
comedies, the old-fashioned Chinese
opera, the «reformed theatrep (Chinese
opera with stronger Vietnamese over-
tones) to western rock’n roll —is rich
enough to provide for such demands.
But thé way it is, Vietnamese produc-
tion men are already caught in a
hectic pace grinding out two shows a
day. (Ed Sullivan takes a week for a

one-hour show).

However, Channel II, programmed
especially for Americans here, gives
Vietnamese fan additional fare until
11 p.m. Action features like «Combats,
«Rawhide» and «Gunsmoke» provides
the lecast barriers to hurdle, langua-
gewise, and although English is still
Greek to
a [ew..stick around to catch Danny

most  Vietnamese, quite

Kaye’s gags flat on their faces.

There islittle doubt in time, TVVN.,
hampered by a tight budget which is
ealen up by some 20 troupes taking
tarns atthe 15,000 piaster per show
rate, not to mention the shortage of
qualified personnel inherent to its
infancy, will eventually hold its aue

diences longer with more shows.

Meanwhile the two U.S. Navy planes
crewed by two flyers and five techoi-
cians and maintained by around 70

people, take whatever inaterial the -
National Movie Cenler hand out for

Channel 9 traonsmission — provided

they gel to the airport no later than
4 p.m,
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Television in

The aircraft's altitude of 10,000

fect dees not only keep il out of
combat air traffic and enemy ground
fire but gives effeclive coverage to
sreas within 75 miles of its racetrack-
shaped [light pattern  southwest of

the South Yietnam capital.

Sets in Binh Duong, Hau Nghia,
Bien Hoa, Phuoc Tuy, Long An, Go
Cong, Dinh Tuong, Kien Hoa, Gia
Dinbh, Kien Tuong, and Saigon-Cho-
" Jon get relatively clear reception. Since.
theoritically the signa's are stronger
as the plane is nearer the receiver set,
the aircraft virtualiy gives away its
flight patiern on the screen with the
images fading somewhat as it goes
further away and blinkers when the

plane bank for a turn.

It is estimated that TV has reached
an aﬁdjence of at least 100,000 Viet-
namese through sets installed in mar-
ked sites, public parks and squares,
bus 'terminals, hospitals, factories and
The
figure may appear rather bloated, but
on océasions, as many as 5(0 héve been
gathered around ohe set. It is beside
the -point that a good portion of crowds
that big will not have a2 idea of the
whole proceedings on the screen. The
fact remains that"even if one sticks
around lo watch the TV walchers,

there is something of a TV fan in

selected government buildings.

himself too which will drive him up
front next time.

Technical doubts have beed raiced
on field reports by agents of the VN

Miuvistry of Information that test sets
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in Kien Giang, Bac Lieu and Chau Doc

have been catching signals sharply
too. But if postmarks mean anything,
il is certain that Cambodia — at least
a chunk of it closc to its border with
South Vielnam — tunes in on Vietnam’s
TV programs. National Movie Center
v mailed
a TV fan,

requesling for mote Chinese operas.

people like to show a leller

there, presumably by

But of coursc, plans for fulure expan-
sion, some phases of it already under
When the
ground station on Hong Thap Tu street

way, leave out Cambodia.

in Saigon finally rises from.the blue-

ground slation is contemplated. The
aircraft in the same manner that it
did in Saigon and eight outlying pro-
vinces, will also usher in the televi-
sion 2ge in the Central Vietnam
region unlil ground stations are set up
in Nha Trang and Hue-Danang. By that
2500 sets donated hy the US.
government shall be in operation before

time,

Vietnamese audiences.

It is dlfTicull to peg dowan the num-
ber of sets now atluned'night lo TVVN.
Vielnamese newspapers carry' ads of
privale individuals as well as establis-
hed import-export {-rms, selling sets.
Such transaclions are neither encou- .
raged nor discouraged by the Vietnam-
ese government which to date has no

foreign exchange regulation covering

Lhis specific item,

prints, it will release the planes to

t, this seems a safe gauge that
other areas, in all probabilitly Can Tho At most, th g

television is in Vietnam to stay.

in the delta region where the next

ANTI-AMERICANISM...

(From page 4)
¢ Anti-Americanism» is a catch phrase
made to Vietnam.

imporied <¢ready-

If it could be given a clear definition, one which is opplic"able
o a whole people, and if a thorough study of the problem could be
achieved on the basis of that deflnl.lon, we are sure thot fhe phrase
wouid become meaningless.

This problem however will remain unresolved because no one
at this point wishes to waste his time 1o define words. It is easier for
all to identify anti-Americanism with burning, ransacking, murdering,
slogan shouting, demonstrating, hunger-striking, waraing, protestiag
petitioning, threatening... ’ :

It is for that reason that there is only one decision to make
for both the Vieinamese and the American peoples and govern-
ments: FORGET THE WORDS AND GO AHEAD WITH DEFEATING
THE COMMUNISTS.

The Vietnamese and the American peoples fight this war not
for themselves only. They have a common responsibility with all
the nations of the Free World and thai is why they have the support
of their Allies.

" VICTORY is the word they should remember, not ¢anti>nor «pro>.

rd
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we had not, even sénding a million
American troops to Vietnam would
not help.

— The aetion was not a face saving
device. It was an act to prevent seces-
sion,

BUDDIIST REAL DEMANDS — PM
Ky said «they (Buddhist) wanted the
Ministries of Informalion, Interior
and Defense so they could control the
election ».

VHD’S NON-CONFIDENCE — The
Vien Hoa Dao’s leaders announced
their non-confidence in Gen, Nguyen
Van Thieu. Chief of State and PM
Nguyen Cao Ky.

HUNGER STRIKE — Twenty Bud-
dhist monks and nuns started o
48 hour hunger strike at the Buddhist
Institute and 13 Buddhist Chap-
lains in Saigon began a 24-hour hunger
strike to protest the Dapang operation.

TRI QUANG- — Buddhist leader
Thich Tri Quang made an radio
appeal in Hue for Buddhists throug-
hout the nation not to demonstiate.
“In Saigon, the VHD broadcast by
loudspeakers the following statement
of Tri Quang:

« There will .be bloodshed as long
as the regime of PM Nguyen Cao Ky
rcmains in power», .

- Tri Quang also sent a telegram to
President Johnson urging him to step
in and help stop the government
move against Danang and other
Buddhist facililies.

KY AND PAGODAS — PM  Nguyen
Cao Ky sent an official note to VHD
requesting that pagodas in Dauang bc
cleared of armed grours, otherwise
the armed Forcesshould take appro-
priate measures to 'nake these placcs
clean forthe worship of Buddha.

BREACH OF PROMISE — Ven. Thién
Minh charged that the seizure of the
Buddh st Yeuth headquarters and the
Danang operation arc «a breach of
promise by the Government ».

JOHNSON INFORMED — At a press
conference, Ven. Thién Minh read the
text of a telegram sent by the VHD
Conncil to U.S. President Johnsen
informing him of the decision. of the
Buddhist leaders to stage a general
hunger strike to protest the govern-
ment’s actions.

MAY (9

DANANG— Gunfire broke ont in
Danang as government troops, inclu-

ding Marines and paratrboﬁérs, moved
to-selzo-dissident sirong points. The
government troops, led by ianxs;iaced
an eslimated 1,000 insurgents dug in
three pagodas.

DEMONSTRATION— A Buddhist
demonstration in Saigon was dispersed
by security forces using tear gas.

MAY 20

HUE — A crowd of about 4,000 soi-
diers and civilians listened to their
Icaders denounce Saigon authorities
and pledge to resist any invasion of
the Saigon gouvernment favces « with
their last drop of blood ».

LODGE — U.S. Ambassador Cabot
Lodge returned to Saigon after over
a week’s stay in Washington,

«I am very glad to be back here
again in this country to which I am
attached and in which 1 have been
so much iaterested», the Ambassador
told newsmen.

THIEN MINH,— commagder of the
Buddhist Struggle Forces, announced
a 8 hour general hunger strike by
bonzes and nuns on Mai 21 in
protest of the «government betrayal»
and « oppressive measures » in Danang
and Saigon, At the same time, Thién
Minh requested U.S. Ambassador Lodge
to prevail on local gavernment autho-
rities against using American.supplied
weapons and equipment against Bud-
dhists.

BUDDHIST CHAPLAINS AND STU-
DENTS — The Buddhist Chaplains in
Saigon and the « Van Hanh » Buddhist
University students also announced
they join the hunger strike by the
Buddhist clergy on May 2I.

Instructions were also senl to Bud-
dhist cliaplains all over the country to
join the strike.

MAY 21
DANANG.— Govermen! troops seizcd

the Tan Ninh ﬁagoda but dit not attack
the big Tinh Hei pagoda.

Besieged Buddhist rebels in the Tinh
Hoi pagoda appealed for U.S. Marines
aid, saying they would « destroy» the
the airbase unless they got the aid.

KY — PM Nguyen Cao Ky warnrd,
while on an inspection tour in the Tay
Ninh province, that « as long ss the
War Cabinet remairs in power,
securily andorder should be restored
anywhere, at any cost ».

Premier Ky held a closed-door con-
ference with U.S. Ambassador Cabot
Lodge.

v

2
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ARMY-PEOPLE CONGRESS — The
National- 1 eadership Commiltee an-
nounced the convening of an Armed
Forces-People Congress on May 24.

- Gen. VINH LOC — Major Gen. Vinh
1.6c; 11 Corps area commander, urged
ltis-en to avoid a relilious conflict
in the rank of (he Armed_Forces. tle
wanfed his men - 53t )
politicsl and religious stand.

MAY 22

VIEN HOA DAO. — The Buddhist
Institute was closed* to the ptiblic
starling May 22 « for Buddha birthday
preparations ». )

DEMONSTRATION -— Buddhist de-
monstrations continued - in lhe slreets
of Saigon.

MAY 23
DANANG— Dissident troops, flushed
out of pagoda strongholds, marched

out and switched over to the Govern-
ment soldiers «en masse».

MAYOR MAN— Danang Mayor
Nguyen Van Man, a prime mover in
the city’s rebellious Struggle Commit-
tee, was captured and secretely taken
to Saigon.

INNOCENT VICTiM — A Vietnamese
soldier was shot dead near the gate of
the VHD. Youths coming out {rom the
VHD:-stopped a U.S. nilitary jeep and
an RMK-BRJ (an American construction
company in Saigon) vehicle, flipped
the vehicles over and burned them.
The shot was confirmed later to come
from an Awmerican tanker truck pas-
sing at full speed before the VHD.

BUDDHIST MEETING — The Vien
Hoa Dao announced that it will orga-
nize a Dbig meeting on May 25 which
would be followed by a mass demons-
tration in the Saigon sireels.

VHD — Strict security measures
were enforced around the VHD. All
the approaches to the Boddhist Insti-
tute were- closed to traffic. This
measure actually meant an isolation
of the Buddhist hotbed.

CURFEW FOR AMERICANS — Cur-
few hours imposed by U.S. authori-
ties on American militarymen and
civilians were from 8:30 p.m. to 6 p.m.

CHILDREN— Tbe Saigon Prefecture
urged parents 10 keep their children
at home and lo prevent them from
taking part in demonstrations (just
for pleasure).

THIEU — KY AND CONGRESS — At
the « National Armed Forces and Peo-
ple Congress », Chief of State Nguyen
Van Thiéu explained that the operation
in Danang was in the interests of the
national security. He also voiced the
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" government’s strong delermination

not to tolerate any attempt to create .

« a state within the State, a govern-
ment within the Government and an
army within the Army.»

Addressing the 1,200 con
PM Ng-CaoKy affirmed that things
were «looking up» in the country.
Concerning Danang, the _Premiér de-
fendad - the goverpments :

e _dpreserve the nation’s
unity and said that he believed any
country would act in the same way
under the same circumstances,

He announced that thc government’s
complele victory over dissident ele-
ments in Danang, who surrendered
with 1,600 weapons.

The VHD boycotted the Congress.

STUDENTS — The Standing Commit-
tee of the Saigon University Students
was deposed by a group of Buddhist
students who ~called themselves the
« Students Commitee to Oppose Fra-
tricidal War and to Prolect Electionss.

The new group was holding a « sleep-
less night» at the student’s headquar-
ters when the old group staged a suc-
cessful «counter-coups whhout blood-

shed.

MAY 24

DAXNANG — Two dissident military
leaders who surreded in Danang were
flown to Saigon for interrogation

- They were Lt. Col. Dam Quang Yén

former commander of the Quang Nam
special sector and Major Ton That
Tuong, who commanded the rebel
troops in the Tinh Héi pagoda in Da-
nang. i

NEW MAYOR - Lt. Colonel Le Chi
Cuong, a paratrooper, was appointed
Mayor of Danang to replace Nguyen
Van Man,

TAM CHAU.— In a cablegram from
Bangkok addressed to all Buddhist
monks, nuns and lay Ffaithful, Ven.
;I‘am Chau appealed for «tolerance and
ove ».

DEMONSTRATION — Several Bud-

dhist demonstrations in Saigon were
dispersed by the Police and troops.

. U.S. JEEP DAMAGED— In the Tan
Dinh sector, Saigon North, the mobs,
composed mostly of kids and women,
smashed the wiadshield of a US mili-
tary jeep parked oa the roadside.

- CATHOLICS— A communique from
the Catholic Citizens Bloc signed by
Fr. Tran Du, the Bloc’s Secretary Ge-
neral, reaffirmed w©nchanged views
of the Catholics oa curreat 1ssues.

MAY 25

DEMONSTRATION — Busiest day
for Buddhist demonstrators pouring
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through the streets from several sec-
tions .of the city. The Buddhist —
monksy nuns and faymen incl. students
— marched into the streets of Saigon.

- VIEN- HOA DAO— The VHD remai-
ned both closed aad sealed nff

—e-pagoda, Ven. Tri Qua’mg addressed
a crowd of 5.0C0 calling for non-violent
non-cooperation.

BOGUS MONK — A Viét Cong mas-
querading as a monk "was discover:d
in the Vién Hoa Dao and turned over
to security forces by Buddhist officials.
Identified as Tram- Van B., he was
found bearing two different identity
cards, a lelter of recommendation
from a Viét Cong official, a map of a
large government air force installation
marked with red points and a broad-
cast copy for the VC National Libera-
tion Front radio.

DAT TO NEWSPAPEK — « Dat To »
dailly, the official press organ of the
Vien Hoa Dao was ordered closed by
the Ministry of Information, « for
violation of censorship regulations ».

STUDENT LEADER KIDNAPPED —
‘To Lai Chanh, chairman of the Ssizon

- Universily .Student Association was

kidnapped by a group of unidentified
people and believed to be detained in
in a pagoda in Saigon.

MAY 26

HUE JUSPAO BURNED— The USIS
library in Hué was burned by Bud-
dhist “demonstrators. All American
civilians living in Hué were ordered
to leave this city.

LODGE— In Saigon, US Ambassador
Cabot Lodge made the following
statement coancerning the Hué buraing :

« The destruction of a library and
cultural center is a distressing act.
We do not beljeve this violent action
represents the views of the Vietnamese
people as a whole. »

GOV'T TROOPS IN HUE.— A batta-
lion of ARVN treops moved into Hu?
to protect the U.S. Consulate and
three other American baillings in
Jhe city. ’

DEMONSTRATION. — Monk-led de-
monstrations in Saigon were dispersed
by riot police firivg tear gas.
The monks marched within one
block of the U.S. Embassy before be-
ing turnel back.

MAY 27

KY - THI. — Lt. General Nguyen
Chanh Thi, the deposed I Corps Com-
mander winged to Danang frpm Hue
to confer with Prime Minister Ky. The

at the Dieu

meeting wsa held at the US. Ist
Marine Uvi ision Hgs at Chu Lai,
aboul 4e miles south of Danang. No
details teanspired from the talk.
DEMONSTRATION — In Saigon,
Buddhist demonsfraticas fated To TTAST
—

. [P s

MAY 29

STUDENTS— Saigon University stn-
dents demonstrated in front of the
House of Culture, voicing their protest
against the kidaappiag of their leader
Té Lai Chanh.

SELF-BURNING— The Buddhists
launched their self-immolation cam-

- paign wilh the physical sacrifice of a

monk, a nua and a laywoman
in Dalat, Hue and at the VHD in Sai-
gon.

TAM CHAU~—Ven. Tam Chau, retnr-
ned to Saigon alter a prolonged absence
from Vietnam.

HUE RADIO —Govt troops retook
control of the Hue}Radio station which
the anti-government astruggle force»
students had used for weeks against
Premier Ky’s goverament.

MAY 30

TAM CHAU.— Ven. Tain Chau pled-
ged his Joyalty to the
struggle, demanded that Gen. Thieu
and Gen. Ky haad over auathority to
a traasitional government and ordered
an immediate slop to all plans for
self-immiolation and self-mutilation.

DEVMONSTRATION —  Buddhist
monks and nuns demonstratrated in
in the tear gas drenched cily of
Saigon.

MAY 31

NLC-BUDDHIST CONFERENCE —
Gen. Thien and PM Ky conferred with
top VHD Buddhist leaders. Agreemen.
was reached on the expinsion of the
NLCto include 10 civilian members
besides the present 10 geaerals. The
deadline for such action was June 6,
(which had been met, despite the
VHD’s hoycott).

JOHNSON — U.S. Presideat Johnson
said that polilical « acts of despera-
tion » in VN should not obscure
the progress made in that
country toward a constitulional go-

vernment. The Presideat termed the

acts of desperation
unuecessary. »

STUDENT LEADER— After almost
a week’s detention by unidentified
persons, Té Lai Chanh was- freed
blindfold in downtown Saigost.

U THANT — U.N. Secretiry U Thant
said that « even thongh this (VN Bud-

« lragic and

- dhist self-immolation) extreme manis-

festation of feelings is desigaed to
use as a prolest against certainaction,
it is rot likely to serve that purpose. >

&
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