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NE"-'" STAMPS 

« FRIENDLY DEMONSTRATIONS 

TOWARDS ALLIES» SERIES 

A ;'('W series of postage stamps, titted «Friendly 
Demo' slraliolls !'owiirds Allies» was issued on June 
2!l1d. ID!iR. The new slamps come in four dena· 
11li !ali()n~ ,'\lid arc similar in size and composition 
[:)(; :l:Jl x 2,)1\1'11, in stteels of 50 stamps), printing 
pnL:l'SS (1"\II[\)gra\,urc), ar:d paper (gummed on 
lweI..:) The prir ler is Covernll1cnt P r i n lin g 

Bureilll, Tokyo. 

.-\U the new slumps ar~ de~orated with flags 
of fr1e::dly llatio:ls, especially those having Lrol1ght 
m Llary aid to VictLlam. 

Three of the stamps describe friendsbip with 
Ilk im'l!-;e of a ha!ldshakc. 

(b all the sta'"ps s pril<ted the slogan in Viet­
namese :" !'tH- the Development Of Friendship 
\\'1111 Our Allies". 

The oncJpiaster stamp, designed by artist Lam 
Van !le. was issued at 2000,000 units. 

The 150-pias,'er slam,)' designed by Nguyen Van 
Ri, w;\s :ds() i.-;sued aL 2,000,000 units 

The 3 pia~ler stamp, designed by the Sflme ar ist" 
W:lS issued at :l,OOO,OOO units. 

The 50 pi",!er stamp, desig~ed by Nguyen Thi 
TUFt (\:1'8.) ,was issued at 500,000 units. 

* 

LA SERIE .MANIFESTATION 
D'AMITiE PJUR LES ALLlES. 

Une nouvelle serie de timbres-postes intitulee 
« Manifestation d'Amitie Pour les Allies » fut emise 
Ie 22 Juin1968. Les nouveaux limbres pcrtent qua­
tre denominations et oat Ie meme format et la 
meme composition (35mm x 25mm, en feLlilles de 
50 timbres), et sonl imprimcs par Ie Government 
Printing Bureau, Tokyo. 

Tous les timbres porlellt Ie drapeau Victllamica 
el les cou'eurs nationales des pays amis du Viet 
Nam donl prineip~:llement ceux ayunt appor!(~ de 
l'aide rnilitaire il cc pays. Tous ils cxaltent i'amitie 
dll Vietlnrn avec se3 allies 

Trois des quatre timbres prese.ltcilt I image 
de deux mains qni se serrellt cordialement, symbo­
lisant r Amitie. 

Le timbre de une piastre" dessine Dar l'arlis'e Lam 
Van Be, fut emis il 2,{)OO.()()0. 

Le timbre de 1,50 piastre dessinc p'lr Nguyeu 
Van Ri fut emis a 2000.000. 

Le timbre de 3 piastres, dessine par !IIguye:! Van 
Ri, fut emis it 3.000.000 

Le limbre de 50 piastres, dessine par Ngnyen 
Thi Tuvet (\Ime) fut emis il 500,000. 

* 
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«'THE CZECHS HAVE OUR SYMPATHY» 
By TRONG NHAN 

« LES TCHEQUES ONT -NOTRE SYMPATHIE» 
Although the Soviet invalion of Czechoslovakia I QuOique !,invaslon de b Tcbecoslovaquie par Ja 

had to sbare Sailon press headlines with the reoewed SovietlqUCI partap avec 1" bombardement reaouveU 
i~dilCtimlnate Viet Cong shelling of the capital, des Viet .Cong contre la capltate In ma~cheltes de la 

presse !aJgoDoaise, tel Vietnamie, s exp, Imfnt un plus 
many Vittnamese expressed great interat In tbe latest vif inh~rft pour la preseate crise europeenne. UD de 

Europtan crisis. Our roving reporter made a lurvey nos reJ:orlers fait Ie compte rtndu &uiv.lnt lur I'ooi-
in the metropolitan area and here Is hiB report: nion cans la figion metropoUtaint: 

Among governmfnt officials there Is the be-lief Dalls les milieux gou\ernemen'a')x, on est coo-
that this latest Soviet act of aggression will once and vaincu que la presente agrusion sovietique d~livrera, 
for al t cure the Prte World notion tb~t we are une. fvis pour (outell. Ie Monde Libre de la croy .. nc~ 

. ' . . qu'd a actuellement aff.i.e - du moios ell ce qUt 
de~llng-ln Eastern Europe at least-w1th a new and collcerne I'Europe Orientale _ avec une nouvel!e 
Uberal C enlightened II commun:sm. forme de «communisme liberal et ecblri I. 

I Let's face It, • one of them said, c tbere is no «Regardons I'affabe de pres» I dlt un africiel, 
.uch thing as C liberal» ;:ommunlsm. The Czecbs are «it ne peut y avoit de communisme liberal. Les 
a b;gbly civilized people. Communism was forced Tcbeques sont un paupfe hautrment ci.ilisI. Le com­
upon them In 1948 by Stalin. If the Soviets have to munisme If.ur fut impose eD 1948 pat Stalille. Si ItS 

Sovietiques dOivent, apres 'plus de t'iogt ans d'int' .... 
invade that coun:ty after more than tweDty years to valle. envahir ee pays poUt cliberer» encore une foil 
cliberate II thele people once aga:n, what more proof ce peuple, 11 at done notoire que Ie comD.!unisme n'a 
is ·needed tbat communism hasn't changed o&e bit. pU/changer ell den une socieu~. Pour nous (lea Sud 
As far,as we (South Vietnamese) are concerned, they VietDamhns}, i's (lea commuDiates) soat des chiens 
(the communists) are mad dogs and the oaly wily to enrage, qu'il faut abattre Al. 

drat with them is to fight and kill them I. Un industdd trouve dans Ie drame tCheqte Ute 
nouvelle pnuve de I. falbltlle du communilme ac-

A local Industrialist remarked that the tragedy cule de plus en plUl lla defensive. c Moscou I, dit. 
ia C~chOilovakia proveloace agaln that communism 11, assiste l I'affaiblissement fatal de Ion etrdl'.ite de 
is liOW increasingly On the defensive. ,MOICOW I, be fer IUr l'eeonomie et la politlque des pays satellites. 
Ilid, ClaW a fatal weakenfntJ of its iron economic Prague Ie propole de libeler soa &:anomie en DOUant 
aDd political grip On its satellite. Prague was pIaonin, des relati">ns commuclalcs avec l'Ouest. principa­
to liberalize itl economy by trading wi h the Wat, lement parce que les produits du MOIIde Libre lont 

meilleurs et mOins chers. A vee Ie (ommeKe viennellt 
mainly becaUie Pree World product! are better and leI idees nouvelles. Ceci est, pour un cemmunille, 
che~per. WIth trade and commerce come new ideas. encore pl~ danlerftUX que Ies balles ct lea bombes. 
That to a communist il mOre dangrrous than bul- Nous savonS tou" ajoute-t-il, qu'liu Sud Vietnam, 
lets and bombl. We all know I, he contir.utd, «that notre peuple n.ene uoe vie iDfioiment plus aiaie que 
our pf.C'ple are infinitely Detter off than the «prole- celIe du I proletariat» nord.vietnamien. Ce qui artlve 
tariat 11 of North Vietnam. What bas happfned to tile aux Tcheques est une tragedie, mals pour nous, sur· 

tOUt les refugtes venus du Nord, ce n' at point une 
Cuchs is a tragedy, but to us, fspecially the rtfulJEes surpri!e. Elle rappene _implement enCore un. foil 
from Havd,it is nof a surprise. It only proves once qu't! ne faut jamais Ie fler aUll: communiltes.1 
again that you can never uust the communistl I. Un profclseur de l'Universite de Saigon . s'il!" 

A faculty member at the Univerlity of Saigon qui~te du sOrt qui attend Ie leader Ubhil tcheque 
tXpreH1ed his COreern with the pr~bable fate of Czech Ahxander Dubctk et Sfl proches coIlaboratcurl. eet. 
Ilbr.ral leader Alexander Dubcek and his followers. fntellectuel experimen:e qui a loagtempi veeu en 

A sophts lcated and urbate intellectual, familiar with 
E'Jrope. be expressed astonishment that such blataat 
aad elude form of armed ioterventioD could stnt 
take pllee iD Europe at tbis day and lOge. «You expect 
thIs lort d tbiog from the communist Chlllese or 
IhOl" pll'opl~ up '0 Haooi 11. be said. «but the Soviets 
had us almest too1e-1 with theIr superficial lembl.nce 
of civilized bebaviour whIch they began to exh,bit 
after the rape of Hungary in 1956 I. 

Europe, s'~tonne qu',1 y sit encOre de nos iOUtl, et 
tn Europe, une forme tcllement vuJgairc et lro"i~re 
d'interveotion armee. IOn peut s'attendre ~ de tdle 
chose de Ia part des communilus chinoi, E t des lens 
de Hanoi I, dlt· il, c mals pour Ies Soviitiques, tuX. 

qUi Ie sont toujours affl~tes l'apparence de gens 
civilise. aprb Ie Viol commls contre Ia Hongrie en 
1956, commf;nt Ie fait-it que cela peut Ie produire 1. 

U a c Hoi Chanh I - un rallie Viet CoOl - qui 
fut un off ICier communlste, volt la t aged.e tch~que 
sous un autre ao,le: I VOU! autres », d!t-il, «qui vi .. e~ 



A « Hoi Chanh)) - ooe who ha. rallied to the 
cause of the government of South Vietnam" - and 
who him.,lf not toO long ago was a Viet Cong off'cer, 
looked at the Czech tragedy this way: «You », he 
said, fJ. who live in a free. non_communist society,.. 
have no idea how monolithic and inflexi~le the top 
echelon of a communist regime is. If you managl! to 
get to the top, you live in luxury and enjoy the 
pri \lneges of the few. In order to get to the top" you 
have to be ruthless, cunning and totally unprincipled. 
Obviously, few ever get there, but those who do 
will employ every and any means to stay on top. In 
Czechoslovakia, party chief Alexander Dubcek and 
his prime minister Oidrick Cernik managed to over 
throw this ruling elite when they liberalized the 
Czerh regime. The Soviet leaders and tho,e of the 
more obedient satellites like East Germany, Poland 
and Hungarv, realized that if anything like that 
wouid happen to them, they would be finished. As 
the old sayiog goes: power corrupts and absolute 
power corrupts absolutely. The welfare of the prole_ 
tariat, as we ba"ve seen so clearly in North Vietnam, 
is but an empty propaganda slogan )). 

A Saigon lawyer compared ,he Soviet position 
in Czechoslovakia and their support of North Viet­
nam. Soviet tanks patrol the streets of Prague aDd 
Czechs are fighting and dying, not as communIsts 
but as nationalists. In Saigon, he said, innocent Viet­
namese are dy:ng from Soviet made mortars and 
rocket'. The iatest attack on August 21st killed, 
among others, a pregnant woman. A young boy had 
hIs right arm ripped off at the shoulder. 

,The Czechs and the Vietname~e)), be said, 
«are ,e par ate d by thousands of kilometers but 
obviottsly, we have One thing in COmmon. We want 

to be mastus of Our own fate. Unfortunately the 
po")r Czechs can't do very mu~h about it. But we 
can. It ,hould be an additional lesson to us that we 
will never be cOntrolled by a handful of tyrannical 
party comrades, be they Russian, Cbinese or North 
Vietnamese )\ 

To get the woman's point of view, our COrres­
pondent interviewed a prominent social worker in 
town. She admitted ,he had never met a Czech and 
she had to consult a map of Europe to iot a clear 
Idea where Czechoslovakia is lOcated. But she has 
met many refugees from both North and South Viet­
nam who have gone through unspeakable horrors and 
deprivations as a result of VIet Cor;g terrorist activi­
ties. ( Wby can't they leave us alone?», she asked. 
Obviously, the same question is being asked by the 
CzechS. Returning to her task of taking care of 
orphan, and refugee., she ,aid .oftly: «We Vlet­
n'me,. don't know these people, but they certainly 
have our sympathy •. 

dans une soc:i~1r llbre, non commltniste, voUs ne 
pouveZ vous imaglou comme l'echelon superieur 
d'un regime communis1e est monolitbique et inflexi­
ble. SOllS un tel regime 5i vaus reussissez a en at­

te!ndre 11:: sommet, vuus vivrez dars Ie luxe et jou_ 
irez des privW::ges accordes a une mioorite. Pour 
parvenir au sc-mmet, VOU9 deveZ E:tre impitoyablc, 
ruse, et farlatique. Bien entendu, tres peu de gens 
parviennent au somm.et, mais ceux qui y sont arrives 
cherchent par taus les moyen! a y rester. Eo. Tche­
coslovaquie, Ie Secrttaire General du Parti Alexander 
Dubcek et son Premier Ministee Oldrick Cornik ont 
reussi a renverSEf cetfe elite du pouvoir qu~nj ilS 

Iibererent Ie regime tcheque. Les dirigeant. sovie­
tiques et ceux des pays satellites ie. plus obeislan,s 
comme I' AUemagne de l'E3t, la Hoogtle, c)mpreo­
nent que s'iI leur a,rrive 1a meme chose, ils seront 
liquides. Comme Ie dit un ancien proverbe : ({ Ie pou­
VOir corrompt, et un pouvoir abi:olu corrompt abso­
lument )). Le bien-etre du proletariat, comme nOUS 

en avons un exemple frappant au Nord Vietnam, 
est seulement un slogan de propaglnde creux. » 

Un juriste de Saigon compare l'attitude des 
Sovittiques en TchecoslovaquIe au soutien qu'ils 
accordent au. Nord Vietnam. Les tanks sovietlques 
patreuiilent dans les rues de Prague et les Tcheques 
combattent et meurent, tues par les morliers et les 
roquettes de fabrication sQvletique. La derniere atta­
que du 21 Aout tua, entre autres. une femme en­
ceinte; un enfant eut son bras droit arrach~ de 
rep,ule. 

(( Tcheques et Vietnamiens" dit~il, (( S)ot so!pares 
par des milliers d. kilometres de distance, mais nous 
avons en commun une chose. Nous vouIoni ~tre les 
maitres), nous.-memes, de nOtre destin. Les Tcheque's, 
malheureueement, n'y peuvent pas gtand'chose. 
Mais nous, nous Ie pouvons. Ce serait uoe le\=on de 
plus qui DOUS apprend a ne jamais nous soumettre 
au controle d'une poilDee de camarades dtun parti 
tyrannique, qu'its soient fusses, chlnris ou nOrd 
vjetnamiens )). 

Pour savoir co qlJ'en peosent Ies femmes, notre 
reporter a vu une asslstan!e sociale de la ville. Elie 
avoue n'avolr jam ai, vu un Tcheque et qu'eUe a dil 
consulter une carte de l'Europe pour savoir ou ae situe 
la Tchecoslovaquie. Mais elle a rencontre piusiours 
refugies nord et sud-vietnamiens qui ant ete victlmes 
des horreurs texroristes inouies des Viet Congo II. Pour ... 
quoi ne nous laissent-ils pas vivre en paix? », de­
mande-t.eUe. Sans deu!e, Ie' Tcheque. doiveD! ,e 
poser la meme question. Vaquant de nouveau ~ SOD 

travail qui consiste ~ donner des soins aux orphelins 
ot aux rHugit's, elle dlt d'une volx douce: "Nous 
autres Vietnamiens, nous De connaiS$ODS pas lea 
Tchegues, mals ils ont certainement notre sympatbie ,. 



Refugees arriving at Saigon port in 1954 

ANTI - COMMUNISTS FROM NORTH 

FIND NEW LIFE IN SOUTH VIETNAM 

Life is good for Nguyen Van 
Tbanh. He owns a small brick house 
on TruoDg Minh Ky Street in Sa;goD. 
He ri e5 to work on a m'~torbike 

wh". h s two child'e" in hgh school 
each have biey;I ••. \ successful 
co. tractor. h· hal more than VN 
SIOO.OOO (approximately US$850) in 
.. viup and, additionally, • eve r a I 
oune,. of gold 

F ur 'en year •• go. Mr Thanh 
ar,d his famIly owned Mly the ,aggedly 
c o'heo on their backs when they fled 
as refugees from communi.t North 
Vietnam. 

• When the Geneva agreement 
.ndd the Indo-China War', Thanh 
recalls noW, .1 didn't know what to 
do. 1 was a farmer i. a coastal village. 
We weren't deh but, OVer the 
generations, my family had come to 
own a little land. The tombs of my 
family were on tbat land. I didn't 
wallt to leave it, and I didn't know 
what would become of us if I did. 
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By vO HOA.NG 

I was afraid we might starve in a 
.,rang' land, but I decided to make 
the move so we could be free to 

practice our re iglon. 

• I'm glad now that I did. It is 
easier to live In the South than it 
was in the North Southe, ners are 
good, courteous people. My children 
are receiving an education too ll. 

It hosn't always been easy for 
Thanh and h,s f.m,[y; there we,e 
times he feared he h.d made a mistake. 

The escape from the North 
wasn't easy and, at first, life in the 
South was hard. The family lived In 
a Saigon .chool building f"r two 
weeks before going to a Mekong 
Delta resettlement centtT, where an 
infant daughter became ill and died. 
Discouraged. Thanh brought his 
family back to Saigon, to a ffsettlement 
center near Tan Son Nhut airfield 
where, for a while, they lived in a 

tent. 

Thanb and his family had medical 
care and a small food a!lowanee for 
three month.. There was also a 700 
piastre altowaoce for building a home 
_ StraW roof over wattled walls, 
valued then at 25f) piastres - on 
a. plot of land slightly more than 
250 squire feet. They also received 
household goods and utensils when 
the family moved into the hut. 

Then upward turn, tho u g b 
Thanh didn't know it then, came 
when he got a job a. porter for • 
construction firm. He was liked by . 
the othrr workers and soon received 
a sedes of promotion, and raises, 
learning as he went along such trades, 
as bricklaying, carpentry and electrical 
installation. 

Thanh worked on his hOll'e at 
night. Wattle walls gave way to wood, 
then brick; the straw roof w~s replaced 
wi,h sheet iron, then with ,ile. A 
year ago, he .old his old home for 
VN$60,OOO and bouaht his present 
home for VN$400,ooO. He still is 

-, 



i 'Iproving jr, an.:! it is r:ow valued ~t 
V.'i$1 million. 

Thanh's sto'-y isn', typical, for 
of tbe almot 8;0,08:1 who fled tbe 

North in 1954 ani '955 only.boutor" 
quarte, settlej in the Sligon area, whi1e 
60 per ce'-,t settled farm lands and 
another 15 re' cent piollee~'ed ffmo~e 
rnou'ltain !rea'!l of Vietnlm. SrilJ,. 
most of the rdugees have become 
prosperoJS in the South, where they 
found people Were more easy-going 
than in the North. 

A few refugee famiiies settled 
in Saigon proper, but most took land 
in the outskirts, where prices were 
low, often a, little as VN$5 rer 
square !mett r . The refugees weren't 
frightened that tb. lands th,y bougH 
were sw~mps or dumps for tra~h and 
garbage. Like Thanh, the refugees 
first bUilt huts, .hen gradua'ly filled 
ia their land. and built mOre solid 
homes. The are 18 of the:~e former 
s:warDps aoJ dumps include IJOW 

Sotne of the more valulble properties 
In Vietnam with I a r g e hom C " 

prosperous buSiness and market 
districts" schools and churches. 

In the beginning, hfe oLen was 
harder for refugees who settled In 
rural areas but, by comparison to 
the North, farm land was fertil., 
abundant and cheap, and the climate 
made It possible to ral .. two or three 
crops a year instead of just one. 

Perhaps typical is the district 
of Blao, 200 kilometers north of Saigon 
on the rOld to D.lat. Until 1955, 
the area wa3 a hunting preserve of 
th, Vietnamese inperial family. The 
ft'sI refugee settlers had to band 
together for protection ;gainst tigas. 

Five years later, the jungles had been 
replaced by thriVing tea farms and 
fruit orchards. Homes a"d schools 
were built and now the area has 
become so important that the capital 
of Lam Dong Province has be<n 
moved to this area. 

Unfortunately the rural refugee 
from North Vietnam h.s been a 

• A refugee center in Haiphong (a sea~port 01 North Vietnam) where in 1954 
and 19:;,5, hundreds of thous8nds of refugees were waiting to be f-vacuated to 
South Vietnam by Vietnamese i:nd allied ~hip$. Nearly one million people lied 
the commurl;~t North. 

• Vue d'un centre d'accueil a Haiphong (port m~ritime du Nord Vietnam) ou en 
1954 et 191)5, des centaines de mil/iers de refugies Bttendaient leur embarque. 
ment sur des bateaux vietnamiens et allies qui a/Jaient fes transporter vera Ie 
Sud. 1/ y avail pres d'un mlJiion de gens qui fuyaient I. Noro communiste. 

• A group of refugees evacuated by military planes, see" upon their arrival In 
in Saigon 1954. They looked a,.,x;ous for their future. 

• Un group~ de refugies qui ava;ent eu fa chance d'etre eVBCues en .v;on mil,taire 
vus II leur arrivee a Saigon en 1954. I/s paraissaient souc;eux et incerla;ns du 
lendemain. 

5 



special target for Viet Cong terror 
and as:3ult. As a result, some 
resettlement areas were wiped out 
tntirely, and many families became 
refugees for a second time. Other 
lettlements, often unde. the leadership 

of their priest., have fortified and 
fought back. This ion't always 
successful. The resettlement hamlet 
of Bioh Gia ill Pinh Tuy Province, 
with a populatir n of only 800, held 
off a VC regiment for twO weeks 
in 1964, but fina\,y had to move 
leaving behind the fru. ts of a decade 

of hard work. 

Rtfugee families, of cou. de, have 
grown during the past r4 years, and 
oldsters and youngsters ahke are 
adamant in their opposition to 
communism - or to the idea of a 
negotiated compromise with the 

North. 

Thanh is typical when he says 
e: beat the communists to a pulp, 
beat them or die in the attempt, 
but never negotiate with them. Their 
( peace)) can not be trusted, they 
will be planning our total ddeat 
at the same time they (\ negotiate :). 

And would Thanh return to the 
North '? «( Yes ., he laughst II if we 
weft able to drive out the communists 

first ,. 
« Bu~ even then, 1 would only 

go to visit the tombs of my family 
and to urge my relatives stll\ there 
to move to the South". 

'Life is better in the South. It 

is our home nOw)), 

6 

• Temporary :.helters during "tile lin;1 
Jays on the land of freedom. ,:-, 

• Abris temporair{J'" des premiers joUi S 

sur fa terre de la I,berte. 

I , 

lES REFUGIES DU NORD VIETNAM 
TROUVENT UNE NOUVELLE 

VIE DANS LE SUD 
Par vO HOANG 

Li:vie:est,belle pour Nguyen Van 
Thanh, 11 possede une petite mai,on de 
briques rue Truong Minh Ky a 
Saigon. II va au travail sur un velo­
moteur tan dis que sei enfants, toUS 
les deux aU lycee, ont chacun une 
bicyclette. Entrepreneur qUi a reussi, 
iI a plus de 100.000 piastres ou US$850 
(+) d'economits et un peu d'or. 

II y 0 quatorze ans M. Thanh .t 
sa famille possedaient pour toute for­
tune des vetements en gueDilles Bur 
leurs dos, aPleS leur fuite comme re'" 
fugie. du Nord Vietnam communiste. 

< Quand r accord de Goneve ter­
mina la guorre d'lndo-Chine", Thanh 
rappeUe maifitenant, (( ;e ae savais que 
faire. J'etais fermier dans un yillage 
de 1a cOte. Nous n'ctions pas dche, 
mail de generations en generations, 
rna famiHe avait~reussi a posseaer UDe 

petite terre. Les tombes familiales 

etaient sur cctte terre. Je ne voulais: 
pas partir, et je ne savais pas ce qui 
a11ait nouS ~arriver si je le iaisais. 
l' avais peur que nouS mourions de 
bim dans un pays inconDu, mais je 
decidals "opendant d' y aller afin que 
DOUS puisaions pratiquer librement 

notre religion.)) 
« J e suis content maintenant de 

ravoir fait, C'est plus facile de vivre 

(I-) 1 US 5 == l1S'VN S 

au Sud qu'au NOld. Les gens dtl Sud 
sont bons et ccurtoil. Mes enfants 
reI,oivent egalement de I'instruction •• 

La vie n'etait pas toujours facile 
pour Thanh et sa famllle; U. ont 
crain, par moment d'avoir fait erreur. 

Fuir du Nord o'etait pas facile 
et au debut 1. vie au Sud etait dure. 
La famillo vecut d' obord dans un 
batiment dt~cole deux semaines, avant 
d' aller dana un centre de r€implanta­
tion dans Ie delta du Mekong, OU 
uno de leurs fill.s tomb a malade et 
mourut, Decourage, Thanh ramena sa 
famille a Saigon, dans un centre pres 
de raerodrome de Tan'Son Nhut au 
ils vecurent sous la tente. 

Thanh et s. famille r.~urent alors 
des sOios medicaux et une petite allo­
catlon de nourritute pour trois mois. 
Ils re(furent aussi une allocation de 700 
piastres pour balir un foyer - toit de 
paille sur mu," de raphia tresst!­
sur une portion de terrain d' a peine 25 
metres carres. I1s eurent droit aussi a 
!les uscensiles de menage ot un mobiUer 
rudimentaire quand its emmenagerent 

dans 10 hutte. 
Puis subitement tout at mit A 

changer pour te mieux, :!"3nS que Thanh 
alors 10 sache, quand II obtiot u<e 
place de porteur daDS une entreprise 
de constructions. Lea autres ouvriers 



I' aimaient et bientbt il re~ut unt 
serie de promotions et d'aullmen. 
tations, apprenant en meme lemps !a 
ma'10Dnerie, la menulserie, et !'installa­
tion elect rique. 

Thanh travaille ~ sa maiS1n la 
nui!. Le r.phia des murs fit place a 
du bois, puis a de la brique Le toit 
de paille fut remplace par de la t61e 
ondulee puis de la tuile. II y a un an 
II vendit 'a maison 60.000 piastres et 
acheta la maison actuelle pour 400 000 
piastres. Ill'ameliora encore et elle est 
evaluee mainrenant 11 un million. 

L'hhtOire de Thanh n' est pas 
suffisamment typique, car des quel­
ques 8S0.000 rlfugies qui fuyerent Ie 
Nord en 1954 e, 1955. un quart 
seulement environ s'est etabli dans la 
region de Saigon, tan dis que 60 % se 
flr<nt fermiers et [5% d'.utres devln­
rent pionniers dans des endroits 
1II0ntagneux retires du Vietnam. Toute­
foi. la plupart des rtfugie8 ont prospere 
dans Ie Sud OU les gens menent une 
vie plu. facile que dans Ie Nord. 

Quelques familles de rMugies se 
.ont etablies a Saigon proprement dlte, 
m~is la plupart ont acqui. de I. terre 
ala peripherie OU leo prix etalent tres 
bas, souvent aussi peu que 5 piastres 
Ie metre carre. Lei refugles n'avaient 
pas peur que lea terres qu'ils a:h e­
taient fussent des marecages ou des 
d,charges d'ordures et de poubelles. 
Tout cOmmt Thanh, les refugies ont 
d',bord construit des huttes, puis 
IraduelIcment empierre leurs tuteS 
ec fait des maison. plus solides. Ces 
{odroit, d' anciens marecages et de de­
charges a'ordures comprennent main­
tena!)t quelques unS des quartiers les 
plus prosperc.! du Vietnam avec de 
grandes maiso~s, des centres de com­
merce, des marches, des ecoles et des 
tglises. 

Au debut, 1. vie fut souvent p'U9 
diffi"le pour I<s reiugies qui S'eta­
blissalent d.ns des districts ruraux, 
mais, en comparaison du Nord, Ies 
terres cultivable. du Sud 'taient plus 
h:rtlles, abondantes, bon marche, tt Ie 
dimat permettait d. faire pousser 
deux a frO;' recoltes par an au lieu 
d'ulae seule. 

Le Gistrict de Blao, a 200 kms au 
Nord de Saigon, SUr 1. route de Dal.!, 
e~t peut-~tre typique. Jusqu'en 195.5, 
~ette region et"it une resent" de chas' 

• 

• 

• 

• 

110 Na; refugee vil/,Jge 14 years ago. In the background were row, of newly 
built houses; In the foregrouNd, some refugees washed themselves in a ponrl 
when wells were n?te yet available. Ho nai, located at 40 km' frum Saigon, 
has now become one of the largest and most prosperous villages of Vietnam. 

Un viI/age de reiugies etabli a Hanai, 8 40 kms de Saigon, c!epuis 1954. A 
ravant plan, des refugies se lavaient dans une mare pendant I'attente de I'ache~ 
vement des puits. Ce lieu est devenu main tenant I'un des plus grands et plus 
prosperes viJJages du Vietnam. 

14 yea" after:tne 1954~exodus, refugee ('enters have b~cnme very busy .ntl 
prosperous areas. Photo shows }ift: of North Vietnm refugees In the zone called 
... Nga Ba Ong ra ~, 7 kms from Saigon. 

14 an! apresj'exode"'de 1954, les qUiJrtiers de refugies prosperes comme celu;~ci 
abondent p,rtout. La photo donne une idee de /a vie au quarlier dit «Nga B. 
Ong ra .. (Carrefour Mr. raj, 8 7 kms~;,'du centre de Saigon, construit et peup!e 
entierement de ridugit§s Nord.\'ietnamiens. 
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se de la famille imperiale vietnamien­

nc. Les premiers refugh~s qui Y 
~rrivaient d t1rfot Sf grouper afin de se 
pr:)~eger contre les tigres. Cinq ans 

p1llS tarJ, la jungle avait ett~ 1"emp1acee 
par des plantallOns de 'he et des 
vergers p·ospere~. Des mahons et des 
lccles ont ele construit 8, et cette 
region est dtvenu~ main1eoant sl 
importante que la capitate dt la 
province de Lam Dorg y a <I' deplacet. 

Malhfunmemen', IfS refugi~s 

ruraux nord ~ viefnamjens ~ont un 
objectif re choix Tour les atlaques et 
la terreur Viet Cong Il en resulte que 
certains centres de reimplant3tion ont 
ete !ctalement detruits et de nom­
bre~'ses families ffdevinrent des rMu .. 
gies pour la seconde ou la troisleme 
f~is. D'autre~ centres, souvent sou~ Ja 
directlgD ce leur pr~tre, se sont 
fortifi ~s et ont combattu. pas tou;ours 
avec succes malheure.usement. Le 

hamf3u de r€lmplantation de B nh 
GiJ. dans 1a provInce de Binh Tuy, 
d'une popuIadoD 800 a,'[le~, a repous,e 

un regiment Viet Cong, pendant 2 
SemainfS, puis dut findEment evacuer 
lalssant dutiere lui les fruits d'une 

decade de dur travail. 
Les f.milles de r€tug;';s ont 

<vidernment augmente pendant les 14 
derniereg annees, et les vieux comme 
les jeunes sont obstines dans leur 
opposition aux communlstes - ou a 
l'idee de negocier un compromis avec 

Ie Nord. 

Thanh est typique quand il dlt 
«M.ettez les comml1nistes en bouillie, 
bat~ez-Ies ou mourez en }' essayant, mats 
De ,"t~n~go;:iez pas avec eux'. On ne 
peut pas avoir confiance en leur paix. 
11s prepareront notre defaite tot ale en 
meme' temps qu't:s negocieront.» 

"; Et est-ce·que Thanh wourn,ralt 
au ~'ord '? «Qui,» dit-il, '( si je suis 
ca~a:ble' de chasser l.s communist .. 

avant.» 
'I. ""« Mais me me alors, je visiterais 

seul.ment les tombes de rna Camille ot 

conselllerais a mes parents, encore la, 
d'alie.r au Sud. La vie est menleure 
au Sud. C'est notre foyer maintenant.» 

AT THE PARIS TALKS 
A Lt\. CONFERENCE DE PARIS 
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• An elderly rna" who has received gratuitous medical treatment ;$ heJped off the 
Vietnantese Navy~s hospital ship by a Vietnamese naval officer and a relative. 

• Apfes avo;r ref;u des soins medicau)( gratuits, un vieillard descend du navire­
h6pital de fa \1arine vietnamienne, aide par un aUicier et son fils. 

VIETNAM'S FLOATING HOSPITALS 

By Thanh·Hi~p 

LES HOPITAUX FLOTTANTS AU VIETNAM 

South Vietnam's many watpr­
ways now bring medical care 
to thousanris of people who 
live in remote areas where doc­
torS are scarce. Two Vietnamese 
Navy hospital I!Ihips patrol the 
coastline, rivers and canals, and 
bring the offshore islands and 
many areas of the Mekong 
Delta within reach of medical 
aid for the first time in history. 
On a typical mission, a hospital 
ship leaves its berth at the 
S1igon Naval Dockyard a!!d 
naviK'atu the rivers and canals 
of the Delta for a day and a half. 
It drops anchor by t~le river 
bank at Cao Lanh, in Kien 
Phong Province, ~oo km west 
of Saigon near the Cambodian 
border. Local officials spread 
the word, and people, from vil­
lagel all (. ver the province 
begin trudging towards the 
hO'lpital ship's mO'ring. By 
dawn the next daY, the river 

bank is crowded w~th hun_ 
drrds of people. old me 11, 
chilrlren in arms, parents, grand 
mothers, farmers and labourers. 
The sailors maintain order, 
provide security, and help the 
people on board. 

Decters handle the mest se­
rious cases. Nurses treat miner 
injuries, distribute medicinrs, 
and explain carefully hew they 
must be used. Meanwhi Ie, social 
welkers visit famili's in the 
neighbourhood to teach hygiene 
and ether simple health tt'chni­
que~. They al50 hand out can­
dies, clething, trxt books and 
schocl supplies. Occasienally 
an entertainment team goes 
with th< ship ani tours the 
vill<1ges to put on show. After 
about twe busy days in which 
nearly two thousand people are 
treated fer sore eyes, tooth_ 
:,ches, rheumatism, tuberculqsis 
pneumonia and other adments, 
the hospital ship weighS anchor 

and sets off for a new port. 
Since mid-r96, these ships 

have operated in 141 different 
Les multiples veies d'eau du 

Vietnam contribuent aujo11rd'hui 
~ amener les soins mMioaux 
aux milliers de gens vivant dans 
des villages recules OU les mede­
cins sont rares. Deux navires­
hopitaux de la Marine viet­
namienne patrouillent la cote, 
les fleuves et Ies canaux, pour 
tamener de nombreuses iles et 
regions isolees du Delta du 
Mekong a la portee du service 
medical. Pour commencer Cne 
mission, Ie n1vire-hopital quitte 
son amarrage a I' Arsenal de 
Saigon et chemin. pendant un 
jour et demi da"ls Ies fleuves et 
canaux du De'ta. II jette I'anere 
a Cao Lanh, dans la province 
de Kien Phong, a 200 km a 
l'Oue3t de Saigon, pres de la 
frontiere cambodgienDe. Des 
que Ia ncuvelle de I'arrivee du 

bateau est con nut, Ie I villages 
se revei11ent et par petits grou­
pe~ les gens cemmencent a 
venir. Mais l'affluence devient 
nombreuse db Ie petit matin 
du lendemain. Sur 1a rive du 
fleuve s'alllasseDt vieitlarde., 
enfants portes aux bras, parents, 
grand-meres, fermier!, ••• LeI 
matelots maintiennent l'ordre, 
vril1ent a la securite, et aident 
les gens 1 monter a bord du 
navire. 

Les docteers traitent lei cas 
serieux pendant que les infir­
mieres seignent Ies maladies 
mineures, distribuent les medi­
caments et en expliquent I'em­
plOI. Entre temps, des assistants 
sociaux s'en vont dans Ies 
families des aleDtours peur 
enseigner aux gens l'hygiene et 
autre!! pratiqUe!! sanitaires ,de 
base. IIs distribuent at1ssi de!'! 
sucreries, des ,vetemenUt des 
livres et de' o!Jtils scolaires. 
Parieis, des musiciens accom-
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pbces througl,out the country 

in the Oeitl, along the co.;nt 

from the 17 th paNllel !outh, 
and out to the isiand!J. 

Lieutenant DOln Doanh Ta i , 

commander of one of the hospi­
tal ships. said people everywh~re 
afe delighted w th the service. 

«In m1ny places, peop'e looke 1 

at us in a d:lze, they are 81 

haopy to see US I, Many h)d 
qf'ent almost a lifetime w:thout 
~ver ~eeing a doctor. Lieu'enant 
Phap, commander of the otber 

\ell"el, rtported that his gre2_ 

ltst difficulty is to try to weigh 
anchor. (l; They imp'ore us to 
stay longer, and wiU not let us 

KO', he said « "rf/e have had to 
relot't to the pretense that we 

a 'C short of feod. But the reS­

ponlc invari.1bly is: (( if you 
are out of food, we will !'IuppJy 
you II, We always have tc pro. 

mise to retu!,n in the near future 
before they will let us leH'e D. 

Once the doctors 

f)rthree days an.j 

took turDs 

nightc; to 

* 

• A hospital shiD starts its activities on a river in the Me~ong 
delta. It will be busy for at least two days hdore setting 

off for a new port. 

____ • Un navire-h6,ital commence S"'S :JctHtes dans un fleuve du 
Delta du Mekong. II y a du (ravRil f'JOI'r au moins deu)( 

jours, avant de fajre route vers un nouveiJU port. 

Care for a thue-momh old 
baby C'ritically iII w;th pneu­
monia. The baby lived, and the 
whole £.ami!y, g'andpa~etlts, 

uncles, aunt~, cO~jsins, brothers 

and sisters, crowded on board 
to ezpress their thanks, The 
father said he live seme 30 km 
away. When he heard of the 

ar:iva! of the hos~itaI ship 
he carried his baby and walked 

all the way, 
TMre is ah:o the constant que­

ry: Why don'.: you bui ld mOTe 

6hips cf this kind and stoy 
lOnger 1 Th Navy hopes that 
more ships will come into 
cperation, but Lieutenant Tai 
said I «Our nation is poor and 
shll at war, Even for the medical 
!'upplies, we must count on aid 
fro.n friendly nations-. 

Asked jf the Viet Cong have 
ever attempted to attack the 
hospital ship, Lieutenart phung 
from Navy Headquarters said 
I We have not met them so far, 
And if we did, we would be 
quite rea.jy to ceal wi'h them ", 

plgnent Ie personnel medical 
dans leur tournee avec la mis­
sion d'aller donner des attrac­
tions dans les vj'Jages. Aprfs 
deux journees pendant Jesque!­
It's preIS de deux miJIe persc D_ 
nes sont tr~it~es de maladies 
des yeux, des dents. de rhum2.­

ti~me, de tUber"'uiose, de rneu-

monie et "e bien d'au're; deice. 
toosile:'l, Je nadre Hue I'ancre 
et paft vers ur e nouvel e df­

tinatbfl. 

DepU.8 mi-1965, ces n.vtrEs 

ont visit_e [4t er droits diffe­
rents U par tout ie pays, dans Ic 

Delta! 1,0 long de 'da cote, au 

• 

• 

Mothers rush with their babies to the rlocksioe so that the 

Vietn8m~.se sailors on the hospital ship can take them 
aboard for immediate medical care, Unlorfun",tely there are 
few hospital ships like this in Vietnam. The VietnamEse 

still lean heavily on foreIgn medical aid, 
Des meres s' empre'sent de porter leurs enfants ver.s Ie 

qua; ou les marins du navire h6pitalles font monter jj bard 
pour des :;.oiO$ medicau)( immediats. /J y a malheurw~ement 

trop peu de navires de ce genre au Vietnam. l es Viet­

namifns do!vent encore compter dans une large mesure ~ur 

; I'alde medicale des pays amis. 



Sud du 17eme parallele, et dans 
les ilea. 

Le Veuten3nt Do'n Doanh 

Tai qui dirige l'uo de ees 
h6pitaux floHants, dit que par­
tout la population est contente 
du service. «En plusieurs en­
droit!, Ie! gens nous reg ardent 
avec attendris!lement, its sont lSi 
heureux de nous voir )). Beau­
coup n'ont jamais vu un docteur 
de leur vie. Le lieutenant Phap, 
com mandant l'autre navirt.h6-
pital, rapporte que Ie moment 
Ie plus critique pour lui et ses 
hommes est l'heure du depart. 

ff On nous implore de rester 
plus lotlgtemps et on ne [lOllS 
lais!e pas a'ler. II nous a fatlu 
Pretendre que DOUS sommes a 
court de vivres et que no Us ne 
pouvonl plus rester. Mais la 
repoo!:e invariable est comme 
suit: « Si valis manquez de 
nourriture1 nous vous en fourni. 
ron9. 1I Ce n'est qu'apres avoir 
prO mil de revenir prochai­
nement qu'on noUs laissl quit_ 
ter ... 

grave pneumonif". i..'enfant fut 
sauve et tcute la famil!e, grands­
parentS, ooele', tantes, cousins 
et cousines, freies - It soeurs 
vinrent A bord pour exprimer 

leu!' gratitude. Le pere dit qu'il 
vivait a 30 km de U, et quand 
it apprit l'arrivre du navire­
h6pital, it apporta :lon b~bt, 
faisant tout Ie chemin ~ pie-i. 

tres navires-h6pitaux, ie Lilti~ 
tenant Tai a repondu: II Notre 
pays est pauvre, et IlOUS sommtS 
en guetre. M~me pour les medi· 
caments, nOus devons co...aptet 
sur l'aide des pays amis.1I 

Interroge si Ie' Viet Cong 
ntont jamai! teote d'attaquer 
les navirts-hapitaux, Ie I ieu­
tenant Phung de l'Etat-Major 
de h Marine declare: • Nous 
n' avons pas encore tU affaiJ e 
avec eux jusqu'a pte!ent. Mals 
assurez-vous, nous serons petl­
a de telle eventua1iu~. 11 

Une fois, les docteurs veil­
lerent a tour de role pendant 
trois jours et trois nuits sur un 
bebe de trois rn')is atfeint d'une 

Une question trap fdquente: 
les gens demandent rourquoi 
nous ne construisor!s pas plus 
de bateaux !:emblables et nous 
ne" ~estons paS chaq~e foi5 plus 
longtemps '? Bien que la Marive 
compte faire fonctionne t d'au- * 

THE ALLIANCE ENTERS 
THE VIETNAM POLITICAL SCENE 

On April 27 Ih, Hanoi Radio 
announced the composition of the 
executive committee of a new ~olitical 
party in South Vietnam - tbe Alliance 
of National, Democratic and Peace 
Forces. The broadcast described this 
Al1;ance as a union of various 
coalitions formed by the «people of 
South Vietnam lJ in a number of cities 
since the Tet offensive to seek peace 
and reunification with the North. A 
Viet Cong political cadre, captured 
in Saigon, rev.al. d a diffe- ent picture. 
He said he had entered the city under 
orders to line up support for a «new 
front» which would be broader than 
the National Liberation Fron! which 
Hanoi considers hos Outlived its u!e~ 

fulness. The Alliance is supposed to 
bring the \( in-between») geou pSt i.e. 
the nltionalist bourgeoisie, into an 
organiza on amEnab e to communist 
control. 

Led by l.wyer Trinh Dinh Thao 
who, at 0 ~e time, was expelled to 
North Vietnam by the late President 
Ngo Dinh Diem, the Alliance was first 
noted during the Tet off(nsive at Hu€', 

the old hperlal dty of Vietnam. 
Helping Vht Cong troops, Alliance 

By VAN NGAN 

members guided them to the homes 
of civil servants, local politicians, 
military and police officers. Tbe 
Alilance was instrumental in organizing 
public trials In which hundreds of 
Hue residenti, mostly ( in-between 11 

victims were condemned and executed 
among them Senator Tran Dien, a 
respected member of the Saigon 
Constituent Assembly. 

In Saigon, people became aware 
of the exist.nce of the Alilanee only 
during the second ViOt Cong .ttack 
- the so· call.d ,peace talk offensive» 
_ which began on May 5 tho Allia ce 
leaflets were scattered throughout 
parts of the city and calied upon the 
people for ac ive support. Sioce the 
platform of the Alliance - restOre 
peace and build Vietnam Into a 
peaceful, prosperous and neutralIst 
nation - sounds obviously attractive 
to many war-weary Vietnamc:!lt, a 
spot survey was conducted in Saigon 
to find out what impact the Alliance 
had made. The « manl in the street )) 

reacted either with suspicion, irritation 
or open hostility to Hanoi. His maIn 
concern is to save his family, his 
home and !urvive the Viet Cong rockets 

which are fired indiscriminately loto 

the city every night. 

An elderly and retired politician. 
familiar with the background of tho 
key members of the Alliat.c., said 
most of them are or bad been active 
members of the communist party. 
He recalled that since the beginning 

of the Sec 0 n d World War, the 

communists have always organl~,d 

a « nationalM' political front to 
usher in a new phase of their activities. 
In 1940, he said, it was the Viet 
Minh. In 1946, the Union of Viet­
nam.se Peoples; in '956, the Father. 
land Front and ill the sixties tbe 
National Liberation Front. Counties. 
patriotic Vietnamese, wbo fought the 
French after the war, acc'pted tbe 
assuranCes of the commur istl of a 

«united front» for independence, 

only to be assassinated when their 
uc;rfulness to Hanoi came to an end. 
He grimly added that the hundrrds 
of mutilated bodies found in Hue 
are eloquent testimony of what may 
happen "!lain if the Alliance w, re 
to become part of a coalition 
government. 
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An instructor at Saigon Uni­
ver~ijy -derided the well~worn tactics 

of Hanoi to present communist 
intellectuals as «nationalist!)) - a 
ruse, he said,:,Hanoi has used many 

times Over. He said the National 
Liberation Front and other communist 
front organizarions l1ke the Buddhist 
Salvation Front and the National 
Salvation Front, to name but a few, 
have had considerable impact upon 
many Vietnamese who searched for 
a sohition to halt this endless strife. 
However, he continued, Hanoi (onti·· 
nues to defeat its own purpose by the 
senseless acd brutal acts of the Viet 
CO[]g against the working class. 

, ,A prominent Buddhist layman 
expressed bewilderment at the contra· 
dietary tactics of Hanoi. The commu­
nists, he said, go all out to organiz! 
front organizations like the Nathnal 
Liberation Front, the Alliance and 
others aimed at specific in'erest groups. 
RepeatedlY Hanoi proclaims it has 
the interests of the people at heart, 
Yet, the victims of Hanoi's forefs in 
South Vietnam are those the commu­
nists profess to champion. At the Paris 
peace talks, he continued, Hanoi indi­
gnantly displays evidence of American 
bo~bing raids In the North but refuses 
to admit that countless farmers and 
workers in S,uth Vietnam have lost 
their homes, their belongings and in 
oftep thefr lives due to Hanoi's 
military action. «It would appear» 
he said, ({ that the communist.s prefer 
the promote the mhery of their 
country men rather than their well­

being '. 

A leading Vittnamese of Chinese 
descant believes the Alliance is an 
attempt to replace ,the National 
Liberation Front whkh he claims has 
lost aU influenoe due to continuous 
Viet Cong policies of kidnapping, 
arson, individual assassination and 
mass murder as witnessed in Hue 
last J ~nuary. He said Hanoi realizes 
the war cannot be won by military 
means, S<.>oner or ,later the conflict 
has to mOVe into the political field, 

The Alliance, he believes, is an attempt 

to replace a discredited National Libe­
ration :Front. 

Th, most significant description 
of what Hanoi is up to, came from a 
high ranking North Vietnamese poiit!­
cal commissar, taken prisoner in 
Saigon: 

« Our strategic goal, the conquest 
of South Vietnam, never changes. 
Our prese!;t tactics call for pe.ce, 
neutralilY and 2 coalition government. 
When we achieve this, th, next step 
will be reunification of North and 
South Vietnam, The prospect of 
neutr.lism will strengthen the Alliance 
and gain the support of the bourgeoisie 
and intellectual claoses, The National 
Lib".tion Front has served its pur. 

-------
---

pose so we have to set up another 
franc To succeed we must launch 
a general offenSive and promote a 
general uprising. This is Our fundamen­
tal guide line to end the war - not 
negotiations. W. will negotiate only 
if there is a shift In the baI.nce of 
power favourable to us. When the 
government of South Vietnam collap­
ses and the Americans retreat - then 
we will negotiate». 

Thus more violence and more 
terror ~nd more Viet C<:-ng rockets 
in the dead of night can be expected 
during the current lengthy sessions 
of the Paris conference. \Vhen it serVes 
Hanoi's purpose the Alliance of Nati­
onal, Democratic and Peace Forces Will 

follow previous communist front 
orgallizations into oblivion. 

--------

L'AlLiANCE FAIT SON ENTREE SUR 
LA SCENE POLITIQUE AU VIETNAM 

Par VAN NGAN 

Le 27 Avril, I. Radio de Hanoi 
annon~a 1. composition du comite 
executif d'un nouveau parti poIitique 
• u Sud Vietnam _ l' Alliance des 

Forces Nationalts, Democratiques et 
Pacifiques L'emisslon presenta cette 

Alliance comme une unio,o de plu­
sieurs coalitions formies, depuis I'of. 

fensiv. Viet CO"g du Tet par Ie 
« peup!e du Sud Vietnam» dans un 
certain nombre de Cites, en vue de 
rechercher la paix et la reunification 

avec Ie Nord. Uo cadre politique Viet 
Cong, fait prisonnier a Saigon, a 

donn~ une version differente de rev-e. 
rement. II dit qu'U etait entre dans la 
ville avec la mission de trouver du 50U­

tien pour un "nouveau fronh qui serait 

plus gra"d que Ie Front National de 

Llberation, ce dernier etant considere 

par Hanoi comme n'ayant pl~s de rai­

son d'etre. L' Aliiance pretend viser Ie 
bllt de reunir les groupes (t!nterme­
diaires », c'est-a-dire la bourgeOisie 

nationaliste. dans une organisation 

sou m i s e au controle communiste. 

Dirigee par l'avocat Trinh Dinh 
Thao, qui, a un moment,.. avait ~te 
expulse au Nord Vietnam par Ie feu 
PreSident Ngo Dinh Diem, l'AlIiance 
se fit remarquer, la premiere fois, au 
debut de l'annee, durallt l'offeDsive 
Viet Cong contre Hue. I'ancienne capi­
tale imperiale du Vietnam. Les mem­
bres de cette Alliaoce guiderent les 
troupes Viet Cong veto les demeure.des 
fonctionnajres, des bornrres poIitiques 
Iocaux et des officiers de l' armee tt 

de Ia police. L' Alliance fut l'!nsti­
gatrice des jugements publics au COUtS 

desquels des centaines d'habitant. 
de Hue furent condamnes et executes. 
La plupart des victimes etaient ees 
« intermediaires». Le Senateur Tran 
Dien, un membre respecte de l' As­
.embl.e Nationale a Saigon fut du 
iJombre des vi~times. 

(Voir wite en page 29) 
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PARIS - HANOI RELATIONS DETERIORATE 
By PM -S! 

DE fERIORATION 

eNTRE PARIS 
Few International confe-

~ 

rences have eVer been so 
thoroughly covered by the 
world pres. as the Paris 
meeting between the dele­
gates of the United State, 
an-d those of North Vietnam. 
Yet, Significantly, a recent 
change In HanoI's foreign 
policy went undetected Last 
June [5th, Mln'!lter Xuan 
Thuy, head of the North 
Vietnam delegation, was the 
prlnci!,alspcaker at the inau­
gutatlon of the newly for­
med «Union of Vietnamese 
Residentl In France> (Lien 
Hlep Viet Kleu Tal Phap). 
Minister Thuy and his spe­
cial advls.r Mr. Le Due 
Tho addressed an audience 
of aboul one thousand Vlet­
narp.ese residents of Paris, 
mostly composed of Hanoi 
sympathizers. No foreilln 
correspondents were preaent 

at this meellnll which was 
organized by the foundlnll 
committee of the· Union of 
Vietnamese R e. j den tS In 
France, at the Palace Mu­
tuallte which .. al decorated 
with numerous North Vict­
nameSe and National Libe­
ration Front (Viet CODiI) 
flags, 

«The Democratic Republic 
of Vietnam., Intoned MI­
nister Xuan Thuy •• reafflrms 
her friendship for Ibe French 
Communist Party. As for 
the French government, the 
Democratic Rep u bile of 
Vietnam advocat .. a policy 
of non-Interference between 
the two countrlea .• A South 
Vletnames. observer at the 
meetinll put It aore blantly: 
• Wh.t Thuy said, In effect, 
to De Gaulle - you keep 
your nOle OUt of our busi­
ness and we'll do the lame', 

DES RELATIONS 

ET HANOI 

Peu de conferences loter­
natlonales ont ete suivles 
avec une attention aussl 
soutenue par la presle mon­
dlale que larencontre ~ PariS 
entre I .. delegues -des Etats 
Unis et <eux du Nord Viet 
Nam. Cependant, un recent 
changement dans la politlque 
etraDietO de Hanoi a passe 
presque Inaper9u, Le 15 
Juln dernler, Ie Minlstre 
Xuan Thuy, chef de la dele­
gation du Nord Vietnam, 
etait Ie principal orateur a 
1'Inaulluratlon d'une oou­
vene organisation de Hanoi: 
,VUnlon des Ressortls.ants 
Vietnamlens de F ran c e • 
(Lien Hlep Viet Kieu Tal 
Phap). Le Minlstre Xuan 
Thuy et son conselller, M. 
Le Duc Tho, s'adresserent 
a une audience d'envlron 
mille Vletnamlens de Paris 
qui etalent pour la plupart 

des sy",pathlsants de Hanoi. 
Aueun correspondant elran­
ger n'etalt present ~ cette 
reuolon organlaee par Ie 
comlte fondateur d. 
r • U olon des Ressortls.antl 
Vletnamlens de France. au 
Palais dela Mutualite decore 
d. nomb"ull; , drapeaull; du 
Nord Vietnam et du Front 
National d. Liberation (Viet 
Cong), 

«La Republlque Demo­
cratique du Vietnam', decla­
ra Ie Ministre Xuan Thuy, 
«reaffirme son amltle pour 
Ie Parti Communlste Fran­
~ais. A I'lgard du Gouver­
nement fran9ai., I. Repu­
blique Democratlque main­
lient UDe politlquc d. nOll­
IDgtrencc entre 1.. deux 
pays •• Un observateur Sucl 
vietoamle" qui ... iotolt lla 
reuDlon a tradult eel paro­
les avcc un. rude franchise: 

13 



Since 1963, rhe year the 
government of the late Pre­
sideot Ngo Dinh Diem was 
overthrow'il r the French 
goveroment hag cooslstently 
given its support to North 
Vi,warn. Relations between 
P J.ris and Hanoi were close 
with considerable inter­
change between the two ca­
pitals. In fact, many Saigon 
offici a's strongly suspected 
Panoi w.s profiting from 
inf0rmation given them by 
th. Freoch on the military, 
poli,1 'al and economic si­
tuation In South Vietnam. 

The so-called «May Re­
volution) in Paris, which 
came close to toppling the 
lO,trnment 0 f President 
Charles De Gaulle, forced 
HarJoi to re-evaluate her re­
lat:on. with France. The 
French Chief of State called 
totalitarian communism tt an 
evil threat' to the French 
Republic. The government 
forcefully crushed the com­
munist insurrection. 

• The pollt;cal advantage 
to Hanoi », commented the 
South Vietnamese observer 
In PariS, «of dealing with 
the United States in tbe hos­
pitable atmosphere of a sym­
pathetic F r e n c h goYern­
ment, vanlsbed with the 
faUure of the French COm­
m.nigls to take control of 
the country last May». 

Tbe current confusion In 
HanJ; to try to cope with 
the sudden change in the 
Frellcb political climate, re. 
suited In Ihe recaU of Mr. 
Le Duc Tho, the special 
adviser, to receive new Ins­
tructions for the Nor t h 
Vietnamese delegatioll. 
«How the neW situation will 
affecI Saigon ». continued 
the South Vlelnan.es< oh­
server, «Is difficult to pre-

14 

dlct. The French - govern­
meat has n<;lt, as yet, chan­
ged its attitude. But there 
may be a possibility ,that the 
right d self .. delermlnation 
which the French people 
have so vividly demonstrated 
III the June elections may 
contribute to an impro­
vement io relations between 
PariS and Saigon. Self-d.ter­
mlnatlon for South Vletoam 
Is the aim of our President 
Nguyen Van Thleu. At I.ast, 
the people of Paris doa't 
have to ",:o"y about com­
mu"lst rockets destroying 
their homes in the middle 
of the night and killing their 
women and children. "Th. 
prople of France», h. con· 
eluded, «can hardly "'pect 
us 10 deal with a com­
munist regime, which ca1ls 
the indiscriminate shelling 
of Saigon «the sacred and 
Inviolable right of the VlOt 
Cong ", any differently than 
France bas dealt with the 
threat to her own freedom 
and independence la.t May'. 

* 

• Ce que dil Xuan Thuy 
etalt en rialite l I'intentlon 
de De Gaulle - tenez; Votre 

nez hors de nos.ffalres et 
nOUS ferons de me me de. 
vlhres ». 

D'puls 1963, !'annee du 
renversement du louvernt­
ment Ngo Diuh Diem, Ie 
gouvefnement franc;ais a ap­
Pqrte son soutien ou Nord 
Vietnam. Le. relations entre 
Pariset Hanoi etaient 
etroites. En fait, de nom_ 
broux I ersonnages officlels 
de Saigon sou;~(lnnaitnt 

que Han a I prof,talt des 
informations fJurnles par 
los Fran,ail sur la situation 
militalre, polirlque et eco· 
nomlque du Sud Vietnam. 

L'cvenement connu com­
me « La Revolution de Mal, 
qui avait faUH renVerser Ie 
gouvernement du President 
Charles De Gaulle, a force 
Hanoi a re·evaluer ses lela­
tions avec la France. Le 
Chef de l'Ela' franpls • 
qua 11 fie Ie communlsme 
totalb.lre de .Iugubre me­
nace» a la Republique fran-

~aise. Et le gouvuormtnt a 
rep I irot avtc viiueur l'insur­
rection communiste. 

Et robservateur Sud· Vlet­
namien de com mente r: 

«L'avantage politlque que 
Hanoi comptait !outirer de 
la sympathle du Gouver­
nement func;ais dans StS 

conversations avec les Stats 
Unis a PariS, a lament a­
bl.ment sombre, ~ cau.e de 
I'echec des tentatives des 
communlstes fra"90is de 
s' emparer du pouvolr en 
Mai » 

La confusion actueUe de 
Hanoi devant Ie chang.me.t 
soudaln du cllmat polltique 
en France s' est manlfeltee 
par Ie rappel de M. Le Duc 
Tho, consemer special pr~s 

la delegation Nord vlet­
namienne, pour de nouveUe. 
instructions. «Comment la 
nouvelle situation affectera­
t-eUe Saigon est chose dlffl­
cU. a prevoir,» a remarque 
I'ob.ervateur Sud v Ie t­
namien. Le gouvernement 
fraD9als n'a pas e"core chan­
ge d' attitude. Mals II Se 

P. C. F. = Part; Communiste Fran~als 
(French CommunIst Party) 
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pourra que Ie droit a i'auto­
determination dont ie peuple 
fraD\!als a s1 eloquemment 

f.it preuve dans ies elections r~:;:;;;:;-;;-;;;~;;;;~;i;;-;:~----~-----~~e:l~~~:::;:;;~f~~~~;;'):1 
de Juin contr.buera a ame- -DE'EMEI'S IF ruE PRDl.F.TARiAT'? 

liorer ie. relations entre Paris • ~,~ 1"""i11uw'«-+".:l 
Ot Saigon, Le droit pour Ie 
peupie du Sud Vietnam de 

\ 

J:: I.. l [,-:,_~,~. 

decider de son Sort est i'ob­
jtctlf du president Niuyen 
Van Thieu, ~ar bonheur, la 
population de Paris n'a pas 
eu a souffrlr pes roquettes 
commun19tts destructrices 
de foyers, de femmes e< 

d' ,nfants. «Le peupie fran­
C;:-1h », a-t-· il cOnetu, «ne 
penserait pas que nous puis­
sions agira, contre un regime 
communiste autrement que 
ce qu'a fait la France Contre 
Ie danger communiste qui, 
en Mal dernier, a menace 
son Independance e t sa 
liberte. 

450 Vietnamiens tues, 3,800 blesses. Un America;n tul>, 

450 Vietname.se ki1led, 3,800 wounded. One Americer;'} IcWecJ. 

THE POT 

Since the beginning of the Viet 
Cong Tet offensive on January 31st, 
the citizens of Sa;gon have almost 
grown accustomed to Jive In the cons­
tant presence of unrelieved vloienct, 
Thousands of workers have lost their ~ 

'homes and beiongings as a result of 
the enemy attack •• Hundreds have lost 
their lives. Every night Viet C,ng 
rockets, fired indiscriminately into the 
City, tak, their toll of Innocent victims. 
Unarmed foreign correspondent. were 
assassinafed In cold blood. The brutal 
and senseless slaying of Hasso Baron 
Ruedt von ColJeoberg, the 36 year old 
first secretaty of the West German 
Embassy In Saigon, sent a shock of 
re.ulsion throughout the civilized 

world. Yet, life in Saigon carries on 
near normal, sust-ained by the re­
silience of its inhabitant. who remain 
cool, calm and collected in the face of 
enemy terrorist attack •• 

The Viet Cong are paying a 
fearful price for their suiCidal attacks 

CALLS THE KETTLE BLACK 
By Trong Nhtln 

on the nation's capitai. Many of their 
dead are young.ters, I4 or 15 year. 
of age, led to slaughter with tbe glow­
ing prom i.e that an assured general 
uprising of the Saigon populace will 
bring victory and an utopia in the 
great m'tropolis, The leaders of the 
Viet Cong are not quite so naive. Of­
ficial directives, reports and memo­
randa taken from dead communists 
and prisoners sketch a picture which 
shows that all is not "eil from Hanoi's 
point of view, 

The Dew front organization, the 
Alii lnc' of National, Democratic and 
Peace Forces of Vietnam, suffers from 
organizationai ,rowing pains. One 
do:ument deais at some length with 
frictions the Alliance has with leaders 
of tbe National Liberation Front who 
are supposed to integrate with the 
newly established < paper» movement. 
Prob'ems of logistics, administration 
and organization, largely confined to 
who has the authority to do what to 

whom, has led to increasingly bitter 
infighting and backbiting among t\e 
comrades. 

A far more serious split appears 
to have developed between off,cets of 
the North Vietnamese army command 
and ,ome key leaden of the Viet COolg. 

Aside from the natUral feeling, of 
superiority the Northerners have 
towards their Viet 'Gong brothers from 
ttle South, they take issue with those 
Viet Cong commander. who are said 
to blve serious misgivings about the 
policy of indiscriminate ttrrcr against 
the civilian population. A Viet Cong 
report cited that local hatred of the 
Viet Cong is alr<ady beyond a po.nt 
of no return. This particular doctl",.n! 
blames the North Vietnamese of cis­
regardini warning' of Virt Cong 
commanders and even of slbot?ging 
the efforts of the Viet Cong com­
manders to carry out HanOI's direc iva 
of generating a 'popular uprising ". 

A JUDior Viet Cong officer from 

Vi 



\" 5J1~" who was taken prisoner I L4 PELlE SE MOQUE DU FOURGON 
during the •• c,)nd enemy attack, the 
s..:-called (peace talk offensive» in 
May, c1.imed that rocket teamS which 
terrori" the city at night are North 
Vie'namese wh') glory in their assign­
ment to «exterminate the decadent 
bourgeoisie». Saigon saur..:es are in .. 
clined to discount this, however 1 there 
is evidence that Hanoi does not seem 
overly eager to create a strong local 
guerilla force in the Sou,h which 
migh: be difficult to control. 

To the Nation,l Liberation Front, 
the conflict between the North Vlet­
nam .. e and 10c,1 Viet Cong leadero 
proves rather ,mbarrassing since 

w thout the malerial aid and troop 
lu?port from Hanoi, the Viet Cong 
would be unable to sustain ltotlf lor 
v ry long. Some N.L.F. le.ders tend 
to agree with Viet Cong commanders 
who f,ar th It the policy of terror and 
vlo'ence against the civilian popu­
lation has alroady created irreparable 
damage to the communist infrastruc­
ture in South Vietnam. Th,s was born 
out in a National Liberation Flont 
document found in the auf skirts of 
CholoJ which was critical of rigid 
and arbitrary policy decisions by 
Haool. The author bitterly complained 
th.t loc.tl le,ders have to deal with 
elll-informed and Ignorant individuals 
In Hanoi's command echelons D. 

A vet<ran Viet Cong cadre who 
lurrendered recently to the Vietnamese 
author ides In Gia Dinh, a suburh of 
Saigon, claimed he spoke for many of 
hIs c"mrades when he .ald that the 
North Vietnamese delegation to the 
Paris conftrence has even less right to 
speak for the Vi.t Cong than the 
Amedcans have to speak for South 
Vietr,am. He felt the time has come 
for Southerners to arllitrate their own 
differences. As -far as the squabbli g 
between local communist factions are 
concerned, he delivered himself of a 
pungent VI'lOamese phrase which 
roughly translated means ({ and a 
plague on all their house. ". 

* 
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Par Trong Nhan 

Depuls r offensive Viet Cong du 
Tet, Mclenchee Ie 31 Janvier, la popu­
lation d, Saigon s' est pres'!ue habi.nee 
a vivre dans la menace constante de 
violences sans couse. Des millier. 
d'ouvriers ont perdu leur foyer et 

leurs biens. Des cent sines ont peri. 
Cha lue nuit, les Viet Cong lancent a 
I'.veuglette des roquettes sur la Ville, 
augment.nt dav antage Ie chiffredes vic· 
times Innocentes. Des correspondants 
etrangers nOQ armes furent sauvage_ 
ment assassines. Le massacre brutal 
et stupide du Premier Secreta ire de 
I' Ambossade Federale d' Allemagne a 
S.igon, I. Baron Ruedt Von Collenberg, 
36 ans, a cree un choc dans I'oplnion 
du monde clvilise. Et pourtant I. vie 
a Sal,on a presque reprls son courS 
normal, grace a la fermete de la popu­
lat!oo qui .... face aux attaques terroris .. 
tes de l'ennemi. a lu demeurer c~lme 
et garder SOu sang froid. 

Les Viet Cong ont paye un prix 
terrible dans loeurs attaqul?s - suicides 
contre la capitale de la nation. Nomy 

bre de leurs morts etalent des enfants 
de 14 a t 5 ans, men~s au massacre 
avte I'exaltante promesse qu'un soule .. 
vemeot general et certaia de la popu­
lation de Saigon leur assurera la vlc­
toire et d'autres succes utopiques. Les 
dr;geants des Viet Cong ne sont pas 
aussl na!fs. Les directives offlcielles, 
raFPorts et memorandums trouves sur 
les cadavres des communistes morts au 
sur les prisonniers, revelent que Han!)i 
n' est point du tout optimiste, 

Le nouveau front, « Alliance des 
Forces Nationa!es. Democratiqu,s et 
Paciflques » souffre du mal de crois­
sance. Un document salsi tnite avec 
quelqueS lo<gueurs, de frict'ons .ntre 
I' Alliance et les dirigeants du Front 
National de Liberation, suppo'e de­
vant s'int/geer dans Je mouvement 
, de papler» nouv.:lIement c eo. Les 
problemes de logistlque, d'admlnistla­
tion et d'organlsatlon Iimltes loriement 

aux questions de savolr «qui a l'au­
torlte, de falre quol. pour q .. i ? » don­
nent lieu a des querelles et d,s medi· 
sanees feroces parmi les « cama 'ad~s ", 

Uoe dissenSion plus grave emble 
prendre de I'ample:ur entre les offiders 
du CO>l",andement de l'ATmee nord­
vietn.lmienne et quelques dirigeants 
Viet Congo Eo pI", du complex. de 
superlorItt! afflche a regard de leur. 
freres Viet Cong du Sud, les nordiste. 
sont en de .. ccord avec les chefs V I.t. 
Cong qUi, dlt-on, so It reel ement 
Inqulet, des con,equences de I. poli­
tiq~e de terreur pratlqu'e sans dl •. 
tinction a regard de la populatioo 
civile. Un rapport Viet Cong qualifle 
d'irremediable la haioe de la popu. 
latloa contre I,s Viet Cong Ce meme 
documeat blane I,. Nord-Viecnamlens 
d' avoir negllg! les avertlssement, del 
chefs Viet Cong, et mem, de saboter 
leur. eflorts pour r execution des direc­
tives de Hanoi en vue de fome nter 
un «soulevement populaire D. 

Un officler subalterne Viet Cong, 
d' orlglne sud-vletnamlenne, fait pri­
sonnier lars de la seconde attaque de 
renoeml, I. soi·dlsante «Offensive ~ 

]' appui des pourparlers de palx., 
affirme que I'equlpe re.pons.ble des 
roquettes, Ie cauchemar de la vl'l. de 
Saigon pendant la nult, etait nord. 
vletnamienne, el qui etalt tres fiere de 
sa misSion consistant a «exJ:erminer 
la decadente bou'fIeolsie». Les Source. 
d'information a Saigon n' en font aucun 
cas. Neanmoins, II est evident que 
Hanoi n' .. t pas bien dlspos< a creer 
une puissante force de guerilla au Sud 
qui sera difficile pour lu! de controler. 

Le confllt entre les Nord - Vlet­
Damiens et les chefs locaux Viet Cong 
met Ie Front National de Liberation 
daDS une situation embarrassan1e, car 
celui·ci croit que 'ans ]' aide de Hanoi 
en materiel et en troupes, Ies Viet 
Cong ne pourront pal tenir longtemp!. 
Quelques dlrlgeants du Front SOIlI 

'L. 



encHns a slassocier aux chefs Viet 
CODg qui aftirment que la politlque 
de terreur et de violence pratique. 
contre 10 population civile a deja 
irremidiablement ebranie I'lnfrastruc­
ture communlste au Sud Vietnam. 
C'cs(ce qu'. reveJ/ Un document du 
Front trouve aux alentours de Cholon, 
qUi a ;critique Ie caractere rigide et 

.arbitraire des decisions prises par 

Hanoi. i':auteur du document sl est 
paint d. co que les dirigeants locaux 
ont dt't avoir affaire av, c des «-ele­
ments mal- renseignes et ignorants 
d ' t c h el 0 n s de commandement de 
Hanoi •. 

Un cadre ~Viet Cong theVr9nne, 
qUi s'est rendu recemment aux auto­
rites vietnamtennes a Gia Dinh, une 
banlieue de Saigon, affirme qu'il 

exprime Ie point de vue de p:usieurj 
de seS camarades qUJ!ld il declare que 
la deI~gation nord-vietn.1mienue a Ja 
conference de Paris a~ait mains ~e 
droit d'etre Ie porte-parole d. s Viet 
Cong que les Americains d'etre celui 
du Sud-Vietnam. II p'llse que Ie ttOll' 
est venu pour les su-dites ~de reglrf 
leurs propre, differend,. 

• Huynh van Na n, 25, former Viet Gong 
guerilla, who rallied on October 2, 1967, 
hu Igd th, )rooPJ~of Dinry Tuong to B 

Viet Gong arm and amunitio n depot lor 
the capture of 87 riflel, 13 sub'macMne 
guns and 42 pistols. Na'n W)$ rewarded 
57J,900t,VN (about 5,0008US). 

• HUYNH VAN NAW, 25' an', a"cien 
guerrilla Viet Gong rallie Ie 2/10/67, 
a guide /a glJrnison de la province de 
Dinh T uong a una c.Jche d'armes et de 
munition! du Groupe Logistique 514 Viet 
Cong, pour la saisie de : 5 mitrail1euses 
tchecosfovaques, 1 canon mitrailleur, 87 
fusils, 13 mitraillettss et 42 pistolets. 

Nam a rtP;u en recompense 573.900SVN 
(environ 5.o00US$). . 
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BIG REWARDS FOR FORMER VIET CONG 
By NGUYEN THU6C , 

GROSSES RECOMPENSES AUX ANCIENS 
Under the Vi. t n a m 

Government's«Open Arms, 
programme, Viet Cong who 
surrender are given an am­
n •• ty.and are treated well. 
If they bring in their Wea· 
p.lns they receive large sums 
of money as a reward. An 
important r e. u I t of this 

policy is that the u returneeslI, 
as they are called, often 
supply valuable information 

about Viet Cong hide-outs 
and weapons caches. Since 
the «Open Arm!;)) program_ 

me began in 1963, a total of 

78,354 Viet Cong have sur· 
r end ere d. In 1967, for 
example, of a total of 27178 
returnees, over 17fOOO were 
mllitary ; about 8,000 were 
politico! cadres while the 
rest were involved in agricul­
ture, public health and other 
t,chnical activities. In the 
same year, OVer 20,000 re,ur· 
nees were allowed to return 
to their villages acd families. 

One Viet Cong (returnee», 
recommended for a large 
reward, is Duong Hong 
Tinh. During one operatIon 

D' a p , e s Ie programme 
{( Bras Ouvert! J) du Gouver. 
Dement Vietnam len, to u t 
Viet Cong qui se rend bene­
fieie de l'amnistie et re90it 

un bon traltement. De gro,­
ses sommes leur sont accor~ 
dees en recompenses des 
armes qu'ilS rap portent en 
se rendant. Un resultat im­
portant de cette politi que 
est que eea «rallies J, tels 
qu'on Ies appeUe, fournis­
sent SQuvent des iufornla~ 

tlon5 precieuses SUr les (0-
droits secrets au r ennemi 

VIET CONG 
se cache et emmagasine ses 
armeS. Depuis rannee 1963 
date a laquelle debuta Ie 
programme (( Bras Ouverts J), 

au total, 78.354 Viet Ccng 
se sont rEnd us. En I S67, 
par exe"'ple, il y en avait 
27.178 rallies, dont plus de 
I 7.000 furent de. militai"., 
environ 8.000 de. cad,es 
politlques et Ie reste, des 
cadres de l' agriculture, de 
la sante et d'autre'J activites 
tethniques. Dans la meme 
anne., plus de 20.000 rail es 
avaient ete autorisi~ a len-
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Tinh had guided a battaUoD 
of allied troops to an im­
portant en e my weapons 
cach~. This lead to the cap. 
tUfe of Sovi~ and Chinese 
rifles, tlu'omatic weapons, 
grenades, anti - tank anti­
personnel mines, two radIo 
sets and thoucands of rounds 
of a,.nmunilion. He also 
pOinted out many Viet Cong 
bcoby traps and mines alonl 

the way. The weap"nS cap­
tured in this raid alone were 
sufficient to equip a batta­
lion. 

To encourage Viet Cor, 
to surrend,r with their wea­
pons a system of rewards 
has been established. Lea­
flets are dropped and radio 
broadcasts, beamed through. 
out the Republic of Viet. 
nam, explain the system. 
Cash rewards are of two 
types: for weaponS brought 
io wholz, and for parts' of 
weapops. Rewards for whole 
weapc ns range from 500 
piast! es for a signal pistol, 
to 5~OO) piastres for a sub­
machine g'ln; from 17,000 

to 30 000 piastres fot a 
machIne gun, aud up to 
70,(00 piastr(s for mortars. 
Anything fro m 2,000 to 

25,000 piastres is paid to a 
returnee, depending on the 
fmportan,"e of weapons parts 
he hands over: 2,COQ piastres 
for the breech of a rifle, 
15',000 piastre' for the sight 
of a recoiUess rifle, and 
25,00) piastres for the recoil 
mechanism of a 75mm rifle. 
Rewards of up to 10,000 
piolstre are paid by regional 
author Lies, w h i I e appH, 
cad"!),, for larger sums are 
fo(war~ed to the Ministry 
together with the weapons. 
Tht: returnee ~ given a 

18 

receipt for the weapons, 
pending payment of the 
reward, and meanwhile he 
Is gIven a cash advance. 

When a retUrnee has given 
information on caches of 
weapons or ammunition, the 
Mlulstry sends a team made 
up of armed propaganda 
cadre, a returnee and a re~ 
presentative of the cOpen 
Arms» programme to accom­
pany the search If the cap­
tured weapons are worth 
over 10,000 piastres, the 
unit participating in the ope­
ration receives one thud of 
the reward and the balance 
goes to the returnee. In 1968 
the «Open Arms» Ministry 
earmarked 13.500,0: 0 pias­
tres for cash rewards . .It also 
has a separate budget of 
about I,::&45,ooo,ooo piastres, 
of which over 245 mUlion 
piasttcs is spent on adml-

,nistrative COltS, and the 
balance is used for propa­
ganda, vocatIonal training, 
and resettlement of retur­
nees. The Ministry has sO 

far organized 75 Armed 
Propaganda C omp anie s 
mad~ up entirel, of retu!­
nees, some '18 femporary 
shelter camps, four cOpen 
Arms» centres in the four 
Tactical Military Zones, aad 
a number of 'Open Arms» 
vUlages, as reception celltres 
for new returnees. 

...... ~ ... ........ ft ••• 

Recommandez 

DU VIE:T NAM 

avos amis 

............. -. .. 

trer dans leurs vaiages et 
leurs famil1<:s. 

Un fa 11 U Viet CODg 

qui avait obtenu une forte 
r e com pen S e s'appelle 
Duonl Hong TInb. Au COurs 
d'une opiration. Tin h a 
guide un bataillon de trou­
pes allIees verS uoe impor­
tante cache d'armes de I'en­
nemie, et a permis la saisie 
de fusUs, de mifrailleuses, 
de grenades, de mines anti­
chars, de mioes Claymore, 
de deux appareils de radio 
et de loanes de munitions. 
Tinh a indlque aussi de 
'nombreuses trappes et mines 
semees Ie long du chemin. 
Lea armes sailies au cours 
d. ce raid seu! suffisaient 
pour \!quiper un bataillon 
entler. 

Pour enCourager I e s 
Viet Coni 1 Ie rendre avec. 
leurs armes, un systeme . de 
primes a eu! etabli. Des 
tracts sont lances et des 
appels de radio sont emis 
dans Ie pay!! tout fntler 
pour expUquer Ie systeme. 
Les recompenses en elpeces 
soot de deux sortes, ~elon 
qu'il s'apt d'armes com­
pletes ou de pieceS partielles 
de ees· armes. Les recom­
penses pour des armeS com­
pletes vont de 500 piastres 
pour un pistolet silnaleur 
, ,5.000 pia~tres pour une 
mitraillette; de 17.000 a 
30.000 piastres pour une 
mitrailleuse et jusqu'a 7o.00Q 
piastres pour des mortiers. 
De :::a.ooo a 2;.000 pialtres 
sont accordees 1 un rallle 
suivant l'importance des 
armes qu'il rapporte avec 
lUi: 2.000 plaltres p 0 u r 
une culasse de fu.U. 1;.000 
piastres pour Une mire de 
fusi! sa", r~ul, et 25.000 

pIastres pour le mecanisme 
de recut d'un canon 75.Toute 
p rim e ne depassant pas 
10.000 piastres est regl~ 

par lea autorites regionales 
tandis qu'U faut ,soumettrc 
Ie dOSSier au Minist~re pour 
de. primes sup~rJeures. Les 
armes sont alors envoyees 
aussi au Ministere et un 
recepisse pour les armes fit 
dmvre au rallif, qui, en 
attendant Ie paiement total 
de la prime, , e ~ 0 i tune 
avance en especes. 

Apr~s l~ inforrrations 
donnees par Un rallie tur 
des. caches d'armts de muni­
tions, Ie Mlnist~re envoie une 
equtpe composee d'age lts 
du service de la Propagande 
Armee, d'uaralli~ et d·ua 
representant du programme 
I Bras Ouverts:l po u r la 
recherche. SI Iii saisie vaut 
pI u s de 10.000 piastres, 
l'unite chargee de I'opera­
tion relfoit Ie tiers de la 
recompense et 1a dIffere!1ce 
revient au rallie. En 1968. 
Ie Mlnistere It Bras Ouverts :I 
a Un budget de 13.;<:0,00;) 
pIastres pour des primes en 
especes. It a un budget 
particulhr d'environ 1.245 
millIons de piastres, c:tont 245 
millions sont absorbes par 
des frais adminlstratifs et Ie 

. reate utilise pour la propa­
g~nde, la formation profes­
sIoone"e et I'implar.tatioo 
des ralHelJ. Le Mlnit'ere a 
organise 75 compagnie! de 
Propagande Armees compo­
sees entierement de raUils, 
118 camps de logement tem­
poraire, quaae c e n t r e 8 

«Bras Ouverts , dans lea 
quatre Zones Tactiques Mi­
lltaires et un nombre de 
villages «Bras Ouvers 'J pour 
servlr de centres d'accueU 
aux nouvaux tallies. 



AMONG THOSE WHO FIGHT IN VIETNAM 
By PHU si 

PARMI CEUX QUI COMBATTENT AU VIETNAM 

Vietnam is fuli of people with Interesting backgrO'lnds. 
One of these is Mr. Pat Pohla who look. about 32. Actu­
aIly, he is 43 ; nevertheless, one wonder, how h. has been 
able 10 do a. much a. he has In hi. life. Burm_se by ex­
traction, English educated aad an Australian immiglee. he 
speakS six languages. He has bren in the Set vice of n<arly as 
m my countrle •• He has fought five different military cam­
p Igns -leading everything from guerilla to counleri.sur­

geney force.. He bas been a top .xecutive in an inter­
natiOnal miniog firm, and in his spare time he has been a 
YMCA le.:lor, a national track .t.r and president of the 
Burma Olympics Association. 

Sturdily built Mr. Pohlo is now civilian adviser to Ihe 
PauoC Tuy Province National Pollee Field Force CORDS 
(CI.II O~eratlons aDd Revolutionary Development SuppO,t). 
He w,s rec.ntly decorated by President Ngulen Van Thitu 
forj his cODtributioDS b. training the Fifld Fo:ct in the 
dIfficult task of I rooting out the Viet Coni infrastructure», 
He received the rarely bestowed Police Medal of Honor. 

Born and raised in South BUrma, Pro Pohla was 
commissioned an officer in the British Burma Land Forces 
in 1942. He served as liaison officer with the First Burma 
Corps until the J apane.e occupation. CUI off by the 
invasion of the Japanese, be stayed behind in Burma. While 
wvrkirg fOf the Japanese sponsored Burma Government 
., a regional physical education director, he . clandeStinely 

joined an anti-Japanese guerilla group. Then he Was with 
the famo"s Force I 36 Guerillas in November 1944 and 
fought with them until the surrender of the Japanese in 
194,. 

Recall to the British Burma Army after the reoccupation 
of Burma, he became commander of the first armored car 

Le Viet Nam De manque pa~ de gens ayaot un pa~se 
exttemement interessant. Mr. P<.It Pohla en est un. L'homme 
pa13it avoir 32 ans. En fait, illl!D a 43. Neanmoifjs, on se 
demande comment it a pu accomplir tant de ch!)ses dans 
sa vie. Birman d'origine, aoglais d'educatioo, ~uslral.tn de 
provenance, it parle !fs: l:angues. II a servi dans presq '.'f: 
autant de pays. II a fait cirq camp agnes mllitaires, assumant 
chaque fois ':;;U9'{ bien Ie c<lmmaadement des forc!! de 
gu~rilla que de cellts de repression de! ins urges. DII ecteur 
d'une firme miniere inlernationale, il a ete, d IDS !tS 

moments de loi.ir, un leader de la YMCA, Un chall>pi n 
national de course de viteSle et un pr~sident de l'As!o­
ciation Olympique Birmane. 

De tail Ie robuste, Mr. Pohla est a \'heurt actuelle 
conseiller aupros de. CORDS (Civil Operations ,nd 
Revolutionary Developm.nt Support) de la Police pre vir­
ciale de Phuoc Tuy. Rlcemment,l_ PresideDt Nguyen van 
Thieu l' a dt!:core pour Sa contribution dans la formatioo d, I 
forces de police para-milit,ire" do at 10 tache est «I. sup­
pUlsion des infrastructures Viet Cong., II a eu au,.,i la 
Modallle d'Hollneu. de la Police, dlstiLction rarement 
decern.e. 

Nt! et ilev. aU Sud de la Birmanie, Mr. Pobla fut 
promu offici.r d'Infanterie de J' Arme_ anglo-b'rmane ell 
1942. II servit comme officler d. liaison dans 1& Premier 
Corps de l'armee bitmane ;ulqU·;\ 1'occupation japooa.!e 
Surpris par Piovasion, H dut res'er en Birmanie. Tout en 
etaot diucteur u~gional d·~duCatioa physique dans UQ 

gouvernement birman patrone par les J aponais. it s' arriBa a 
un groupe claodestin de gu~ri1letos an'i~japonai!. Ea 
novemb.e 1944, II se rallia a la fameus. Uaite 116 de 
guelilleros .t comb,ttit iu,qu'a I. reJdllion d,s Japon_ls 
en 1945. 

Appelf a ,ervir de nouveau dans i' armee ".g·o­
birmane apres la liberation du pays, 11 commanda Ie p.emier 
Rigiment des chars blinde. bifmans. II ,."ta a ce ro"e 
iusqu'A sa retraile en 1952. Pendant cttte periode, II ioua 
un role important daas la lutte contte les commuois(es et 
les elemen,s rebelles. En 1948, lui-meme et Ses hommes 
avaiellt epargne Ra.ngoon d'une att.que ccmmuliilte, eo 
arretaut l' ennemi a 35 km9 de la capita Ie. 

( Ccntinuecl on page 28) 

Tarif d~abonnement en page 38 

I. 

Subscription rate on page 38 
• 
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Many novel techniques have been used to 
train tr(1ops in IVietnam in hand .to-hrrd fighting. 
«Vovin::lrn » _ a Vie ti1 ::lrnesE' me lllOd userl w :rlely 
durin[' the w::Ir ::lQ:1i, s :' Ire Frer ' ('h, ~nd the In­
pR o PSI' jllc1 1l ~\'srern :·:re rX!1rnplps nllt rrcrn'ly the 

most nop1l11lr f"rrn of 'lelf .lefe"cE' hilS been 'rAe­
KworL Do which WMI introducen in Vietram by 
the Knrc'In Armv and is now more popu'ar hprc 
than in any olher COun rv except Korea. This 
school of defense was developed during Korea's Si n 
La Dynasty - some 1,300 years ago. In its origins 
Tae-Kwon-Do specialised in foot attacks. \vhich 
was explained by the fact that the foot reaches 
further than the hand . Later boxing techpiq1.1es 
were add ed aH well as lhe art how to concentrate 
one's strength in the metacarpus region of 'the 
body and to demonstrate one's prowess by smAsh­
ing boards, tiles aDd bricks with the hands 

The Korean army the first to introduce Tae­
K,yon-Do as a self ~'defence technique for troops 
and its reputation in this art remains unchallenged. 
This system played a significant role in Korea's 
struggle for independence and against the Chinese 
communists in 1950. Now it is also being used 
against the Viel Cong in Vielnam. 

In 1962, Tae-Kwon-Do was almost unknown in 
Vietnam. But by 1967 Vietnam became the seco~d 
nation with 81.000 followers. Korea. of course. 
leads the world, with 966,000 d isciples; the United 
states is in third place, with 50,000, and Malaysia 
is fourth wi I h 15,000. 

A disciple of this al'l of self defence mUllt keep 
in mind these precepts : 

Armed with Tac-Kwon-Do. we will he the 
disciples of faithfuln ess and justice. 

\Ye will be the pillar of Ollr country througb 
perseverance aod diligence. 

\\ e will be the protectors of t he weak and 
uphold honour, fraternity and service. 

'\\:'e will be true warriors for legal self defence. 

The first demonstration in Vietnam was given 
by a Korean team, led by Choi Hong Chi, Chairman 
of the World Tae-Kwon-Do Federation, in 19.')9 . 
It did not arouse much interes t. But in December 
1902, the sysiem '~vas offiCially included in instruc. 
tion programmes at the Tbll-Duc Infantry School. 

Shortly afterwards, trnining courses began at 
the Dalal r\'utional Military Academy, Nha Trang 

;'~aval Training Centre and VU!1g Tau Junior Milita.ry 
School. 
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All cxhibition on the occasion 01 the Second Ar.nivusuy oj tin' arrival of Korean troops to Vietnam 

,.. 
TAE-KWON-DO IN VIETNAM 0 LE 'TAE- WON-DO AU VIE1NAM 

Une demontra tion ~ i'()cc~s;on du Deuxieme Anniversaire de Varrivee ('es tr oupn coreennes au Vietnam 

De nombreuses techniques ont Ne employees 
da llS I'cnlrainement des troupes vietoamienncs 
pour les combats de corps-a eorps. Par exemple, 
Je «( Vovioam » - au la boxe vietnamienne 1r68 uti­
lisee lors de la guerre cO:J(re les Frany:1is - et. Ie 
Judo Mnis actuellemenl, la forme d 'a uto - defense 
la pI,s populaire est Ie Tae-Kwon-Do, i,1truduit 
au Vietnam par l'Armee Coreenoe et plus repandu 
iCi qu'en aucun autre pays, la Coree exceptee. 
Cetle disciplioe de lutte se developpa so us la Dy­
nastie des Sio La, en Coree, il y a quelques 1.300 
ans. A soo origin\:: Ie Tae-Kwon-Do s'etait specia­
lise da ns~ les atlaques par coups de pieds . L'explL 
cl:llion en etait que les pieds porteot plus loin que 
les mail1s. La boxe llC fut ajoutee que plus tard 
ainsi que I'art de concentrer toute sa force da DS Ie 
metncarpe, il leI degre qu'on arrive a briser du 
trancbant de la main des planches, des tuiles et 
des briques. 

L' Armee coreenne fut la premiere a faire du 
Tue-Kwon-Do une technique d'auto-defense pour 
ses soldats, et sa reputation dans ce domaine resle 
inegalee. Cetle discipline a j()n~ un r61e important 
dans la lutte de la Coree pour son independance et 
dans la guerre conlre les commnnistes chinois en 
1950. Etle s'avere actuellement aussi efficace contre 
les Viet Cong au Vietnam. 

]usqu'en 1962, Ie Tae-Kwon-Do etait presque 
inconnu au Vietnam, Mais vers 1967, Ie Vietnam 
est devenu la seconde nation it Ie pratiqueI' avec 
81.000 adcptes. La Coree se place en tete avec 
9ti6.000 adeptcs ; les Etats · Unis viennent en troi­
sieme position avec 50.000 et la Malaisie en qua­
trieme avec 15.000. 

Tout disciple de eet art d'auto.defense dolt 
toujours avoir a creur les preceptes suivants : 

« Armes du Tae-Kwon-Do, nous serons les 
disciples de la justice. 

« Nous serons les defenseul's de notre pays par 
notre perseverance et par notre diligence. 

« NOllS serons les protecteurs des faibles et 
nous nOUs devouons a l'bonneur, la fraternile et 
au service d'aulrui. 

« Nous combatfons comme de vrais guerriers 
dans une auto-defense legale. 

La premiere demonstration du Tae-Kwoll-Do 
au Vietnam fnl don nee par nne eq Llipe coreenne 
dirig<:\e par Cboi Hong Chi, President de la Fed6-
rati ou Mondiale de Tae-Kwon-Do, en 1959. Elle 
n 'avait pas alGi'S sOllleve beauroup d ' interet Mais 
en Decemhre 1962, la discipline fnt offiriellement 
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in June-I 966, some 70 instructors, headed by 
Lieutenant-Colonel Kim Suk Kyu, were officially 
nssig"ed to teach all divisions of the Vietnamese 
:-;"vy, Air Force, Army and Special Forces. Many 
private schools were set up. 

Koreau Tae-Kwou-Do lists seven grades and ten 
oegreu. A pupil mUlt complete:a four-month course 
i'l order to pass from one grade to another, and the 
complete course las!s at least two years. The first 
and lowest degree is the White hell (Grade 7). 
Next comes the two Blue belts (for Grades 6 and 5) 
aud finally the Brown belt-for grades 4, 3,2 and 1. 

Korean troops in Vietnam are well versed in 
t his art. It is understood that the Viet Cong are also 
lL-aining their men iu Judo _ for instance in Binh 
Dinh province, where some Koreans are stationed 

Vietnam's Niuth Infantry Division's has had 
spectacular success with Tae.Kwon-Do. Since 1967 
the Dlvisio,,'s command has worked closely with 
Korean teachers in training iustructors, who return 
to their units to train others, Now all the Ninth 
Division's infantrymen are familiar with the art 
and have gained confidence in hand-to·hand fight­
i ng with the Viet Congo 
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IEM~~N~~Y HOTEL, 
NEWEST HOlEL VALUE , 
QUIETLY LOCATED NEAR 

MARKET - SHOPS 

lOver 100 Guest Rooms 

New Decor, Tel-Radio, 
Air - Conditioned 

I * 
I SUPERB RESTAURANT 

I
I Best American, 

French, Chinese cuisine 

NEW OPENING AT NIGHT ... 

I THE PANORAMIC EMBASSY BAR 
on the 8th floor with 

Orchestra and Performances every night 

EMBASSY HOTEL, Members of IHA·HOUtA 
35, Nguyen T rung True, SAIGON 

Cable. EMBASOTEL P.O. Box, 788 
Telephon .. ,lI5.859 - 91.430 

Director Proprietor ; LE VAN HIEP 
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incorporee dans 'les prourammes d'instruction de 
l'Ecol(d'I;fanterie ~de Thu:Duc.~·~=--~· 

Bient6t, des cours d'instruction s'imposerent it 
I' Academie Nationale Militaire de Dalat, l'Ecole 
Navale Il Nha Trang et l'Ecole Militaire Pour Enfants 
de Troupes il Vung Tau. 

En Juin 1966, quelques 70 iostructeurs com­
nlandes par Ie Lieutenant·Colonel Kim Suk Kyu 
furent officiellement affectes pour enseigner Ie 
Tae-Kwon-Do it toule. les unites de la Marine,rde 
I' Aviation, de \' Armee de,Terre et des Forces Spe­
ciales du Vietnam. De meme, plus;eurs~ecoles pri. 
vees furent ouverle •. 

Le Tae-Kwon-Do coreen s'etage SUr sept grades 
et dix degres. Un eleve doit suivre completemenl 
Un cours de quatre mois avant de passer d'un grade 
il un autre, et Ie cours entier dure IIU muinl 
deux ans. Le premier degre et aussi Ie plus bas esl 
la Ceint ure Blanche (grade 7). Puis viennent les deux 
Ceintures Bleues (pour les grades 6 et 5) ; et fina. 
lement la Ceinture Brune pour les grades 4. 3, 2 et 1. 

Les troupes coreennes au Vielnam sont tres 
verstes dans cet art. Les Viet Cong, aussi, entraineDI 
leurs hommes au Judo, par exemple dans la province 
de Binh Dioh oil sta!iounent des unites coreennes. 

La geme Division d'Infanterie Vjetnamienne a 
connu un succes spectaculaire avec Ie Tae·Kwon-Do. 
Depuis 1967, Ie Commandement de la Division 
travaille en etroite collaboration avec les maitre a 
coreens pour former des instructeurs qui enseignent 
cet art aux autres a leur retour dans leurs unites. 
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