
INDONESIA 

COMMUNISTS ARE STILL ACTIVE 
LES COMMUNISTES CONTINUENT A AGIR 

Driving from the hot and bustlit"g city of Djakarta, 
capital of the RepubUc of Indonesia, to the mountain 
resort of Bandung, one passes through the town of Bogor, 
wClrld famous for its botanical Il~rdens and, at present, 
also the place of retirement of former Preslde-nt SuklfDo , 
o"e of the founders of Indonesia's independence and un-

fortunately ,also the creator of its economic and political chaos' 

Continuing on through the Punt;ak Pass, one gets an 
Incredibly scenic view 0' this beautiful lan4, with its 

rollin!! hills covered wi,!, Rrf-en p.ddv fields sloping 
down into the va'leYll. Here it is so r:e,ceful and quiet, it 
i!'l hard to imagine that not lO"2 aro Ibi~ !ovelv country 
was in the throes of a violent DoliticaI rO!lvulsion which 
claimed huodreds of tbou.tods. of Uve~. 

Today, the Partai K'1mu 1is Inrfnnl!sia Or Indooesian 
Communist Party, which triggered off the violence in its 
attempted overthrow of tM government in Djakarta, Is 
officially banned. The PKI. lie: fhl! party was poou!arly 
know"!, has always wanted to establish a communist ,overa. 
ment in Indontsia. As the present leade·s of the country 
re~U%e only too well. It i~ sfill 'he princiP'11 communist 
aim. In10n"sia's ecollomic cha~s. caused bv tbe maladmi­
nistration of the Suk~rno R2ime. creafed a natural brerding 
ground fot communism. Food ~hortages, uaen;ployment, 
lack of b3slc commodities and similar problems, are not 
solved overnlcrht. The communist underllround is nOw ta­
king full advantage of tbese ~onditions of mirery. Not long 
ago thfle were communilt iosoired riots in East Java and 
Ambon, an island in Eas'ern Indonesia. In the caoital city 
of Dj.karta some twenty Seven clandestine meetiu« places 
were discovered - olle situated OIIly a stone's throwaway 
from the D;a\arta po1fce headquarters The principa1 aim 
of the communists todav is to consolidate the remnants of' 
the oartv. Most of the meeting places wtrl! lOcated in parts 
of Djakarta where formerly the party had many of its 
memberS. 

Major General Amir Maehmud, hrad of the Djakarta 
dtary cOmmand, rnealed that the PKI hal also establiShed 
centers outside the city wbere communist cadres conducted 
.ectet training program •• They called th.se meeting places 
,People's Ddense Army Schools II. Today, the communists 
in. Indoaesla are using new straleaies, but tbeir tactics 
remaio very much the same. The most effective one is to 
blackmail people into jOining tbeir raoks, combined with 
threats and the usual,methods of agitafnr in the rural areaS 
wb~e they concentrate US:;Oll the discontent of tbe villagers 

E., allant d~ la cite rMaude et bruyatlte de Djakarta, ca­
pitale de la Republique d'Indoresie. vers Banducg, station 
de vilIegiature de nnnt~gce. Ie voyageur traverse la ville de 
B:lgor celebre dans l~ monde PCU" ses jardins rotaniques, 
eot qui est actueJ:ement le lifU de re!raite de l'ex-Presideat 
Sokilrno, un des font4a'tur~ de I'iedependance de I'Indonesie, 
et auss;, malheurfusement, Ie cre~teur de SOD cbaos econo­
mique et politique. 

ED contibuant son chemin la travers la pas!e de Pun­
tjak, Ie voyageur .est frappe de la beau'e mervtilleuse de cette 
region. La vie y est si pahible qu'on imaei1e difficilement 
qu'il n'y a pas longtemp., Ie lieu avait ere la Scene d'une 
grave convulsiou politique cilu,aot la mort a de eeotaiMs de 
milliets d'etres. 

Aujourd'hui, Ie Partai Komunill Inione,;ia ou Parti 
Communiste Indoo~slen, qui avait debride h violence lors 
de sa tentative de coup d'Etat cOlltre Ie gouveraemettt de 
Djakarta, elt officlellement banni. Le PKI tet qu' on Ie COD­
nail ordlnairement, a toujours voulu installer un gouver. 
nement communiste en Indonesfe. Et les dirigeantll actuels 
du pays ,avent que Ie PKI n'a pas reo01lce a son ambition. 
Le chaos economique du pays, conseqlJence de la mauvaise 
administration du r~ime de Sokarno, avait cree un terrain 
propice poUr la semence communist ... I.e manque d~ vivres. 
Ie ch8mage, I'absence de produits de premiere necessite, et 
autres probleme9 semblables, be peuYent etre resolus du 
jour au leademaia. Et les communlstes da.destia. lont en. 
train de tirer Ie maximum.de~rofit de cel miserea. Dts sou­
levements d'instlgatioft commuaiste ont eu 1ieu re.::ernmeot 
a l'Est de Java et a Ambon, une tie de l'bdonesie orlea-
tale. A Djakarta, la capitate, on a dEcouvctt 27 centreS clao­
destins de reunion, dont un se trouve l t6te meme du qlJar­
tier gelletal de la Police de Djakarta. I.e principal but actuel 
des communistes est de consoltder ce qui teSte de leur part i 
apr~1 leur receDt ~chec. La plupart de leurs cellules se uou­
vent dans les quartlers de Djakarta ob Ie parti avait Ie plus 
de membres. 

Le Gets~rll Amir Machmud, commandant la %ooe mi­
litaire de Djakarta, a revele que Ie PKI a aussl ~tabli do 
cntres en debor! de la vitle, ou les cadres c:ommunistes 
entrainaicnt secretemeDt leurs bommes. II. aDpelaieDt ces 
Iieux dell I Ecoles Militaires Populalrcs ». Aujourd'~ui. les 
COmmuoi,tellndoniliens rOQ~Oil7fat de nouvelles stratedes,. 
mais leurs tacliques restent a peu prcs Jea mewes. L'une 
CO!lsiste 1 forcer les get's a joladn leurs rangs et ct', par 
des menaCes et des methOdes usuelles d'agitation daus lea 
r~giot.l9 rurales. lis Y flrploite!lt Ie meconteDtemelit des vil­
lageois louffrant du manque de vivte" du codt ~e,e de la 
vie et du defaut du pro:luits de base. 
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beS. t with food shortages, high cost of living and lack of 
ba L:: commodities. 

Again illegal pamphlets are being discovered which 
sat: that «the time is drawing near to ach!eve an all-out 
~i.t 'ty for the Asian proletariat wh) will be re-unitd Un­
dt: the socialis. ba~ner D.,. They present a misleading picture 
(f communist victories in the RepUblic of Vietnam and they 
claim that Laos, Camb"dia and Thailand are "prac:ically 
ripe for a commuoist take,over ». One pamphlet conf.d en­
tial:y predicts that 4: it won't be IO:lg before all of Southeast· 
A·ia, including the Republic of Indonesia, wi!! march under 
the. banner c,f toe hammer and sickle lI, 

No one denies that Indone.ia facel serious economic 
problems. But the communi8ts were largely responsible for 
con!ributing to these conditions of misery and nardship. Tojay 
in Asia in those countries with a relatively hiah standard of 
hVing for all of its people,!ls for example, Japan, Taiwan, 
Thailand, Malayeia and the Philipines, prOilre~s im a reality. 
On the communist pamphlets in Indonesia, progress is me­
rely a printed word of the eternally promised communist 
utopia. Today, Indonesia is well on the W:JY to prove that ill 
a mOjern, progrnsiYe Ashn society communism may be­

come as outdated as colonialism, 

04 decouvre enCore des pa!Ilphl@1s illeg1ux affirm an .. 

que .Ie temps est venu pour parach:ver ia victoire lO:ah du 
proletariat de l' Alie qui s· unir:l ~Ous la banDiere scci'1'Is!e •..• 
Ces pamphlets dODoent une image fal!acieuse des victoires 
Cl:mmunistes au Su1 Vietnam et assurent que Ie L"os. Ie 
Cambodge et la Thailande - scnt pratiqueme!1t miirs !leUr 

une pri!e -d! pouvoir communiste'. Un docume1t predit COll­

fidentiellement que < pas avant longtt'mp!. toute l' ASie du 
Sud-Est, la R~ptlblique d'Indonesie it'c!u;/', se rang~ra 'ous 
la ban!!iere du roarte~u et de la faucille '. 

PerSonoe ne dede que l'Indonesie cloit actuellement 
faire face a de serieux plobJemes econom:q'Jes. Mais ce sont 
justemetlt leg communistes qui sOnt reSpo JSJb1es de C's mi­
seres et privathf!s. De noS jours, en A.ie, Ie" progre'i elt de"eDu 
une ~ealite dallS de! pays jouhS3nt d'un statldard dt> vie re­
lativement eleve tels q'le Ie JapeD, T ~;Wln. la Thailande~ 

la Mal .. isie et les Philippines. Mais daDs les documents des 
communistes indonesiens. Ie progre3 est simplement "un mot 

ex prim ant l'eternelle prome~se d'ulle utopie communlste. 
Au;ourd'hui, "IndoDe!le est en mesure de prouver que, dana 
une societe mo Jerne et prog~essive asi:uique, Ie communisme 
peut deveoir tout aussi anilch ·oniql.le que Ie coloniaJisme. 

A DIPLOMATIC SETBACK FOR JAPAN 
By a special correspondent in Singapore 

.UN MALAISE DIPLOMATIQUE POUR LE JAPON 
Japan suffered a diplomatic setback at the Third 

Mi ,isterial Conference for Economic Development of South 
Eat Asia, wbich she sponsored in Singapore last April, 
O.htr Asian nations at tbe C;:>oference took umbrage at Ja· 
pan's !pemiogly h'gh-banded bebaviour when she proposed 
:h ~ establishment o~ a permlDent secretariat without prior 
('0 19u1tatioa. The proposal wa!! mlde by the J .paoese 
FO'eiga Minister, Mr. Tateo Miki, but it w,s clearly not 
tbculhtup 00 tbe spur of tbe moment. Mr. Eimei Yama­
sbira, Directo: of ECClnomic CO-Jperation in the Japanese 
1.JI n:stry of International Trade and In iustry. told reporters 
bef lTe the meeting, that the C )nf~rence sboul:J consider 
SUch a move. -The Japanese Government b.lieves luch a 
lecret lriat is necessary D, he said. Other· countries' delegatio!:]s 
• ttending the ~onferellce felt the Japa~ese GJVernment 
should hive sounded them out 011 tbi! proposal beforehand and 
in c\)Dfiderc~, and Ihey were offended that this Wa! not done 

Japan also caused offence. by s~nding such a large 
delegatioJ. compriSing 32 m!mb!rs, or nearly a tbird of 
l~e total Dumber of delegates which attended the Conference· 
I,: waS th'lught inapprJpriale that she shluld send her 

For.ign MiDis:er to a meeting which w .. s intel"d..Q. purely 

Le JapoD essuya un malaise diplomatique A la Troisiemt 
Conference Ministerittle du P,ogramme de Developpcmellt 
du Sud Est Asiatique, teGue souS Ion patrona,e 1 Sing.­
pour en Avril dernier. Les ap~,es vations asiatiques partlci­
pmtes se sentirent frohse,s quand Ie J apo 1 prOposa, sat'ls 
aucune coosultation prbJable. la creatio~ d'un Secretariat 
permanent. La proposition, f.aile par Ie Ministre des Affaire. 
Etrangetes du Japon. M. Takeo Mlki, n'Halt pas formul't 
au bon moment. M. Eirnti Yllmashita, Dlrecteur de Ja 
Cooperation E~oDomiq ae du Ministere J apODal. du Coiumerc,?tt 
Ioternat;onal et de l'Industrie, s'eotretenaot aVec les jouraa.. 
listes av.ant la rtunion, leur dit qu!' la Conference devrait" 
prtndre en c<lllsideration un t~l projet. _ Le Gou'fernemeat 
du J apOll eSt convaiocu de la n~cessite d' un tel secrltariat I. 
dit-il. Les delegatkns des autres pays penserut que I • 
G"unrne neot i Ipollais avait dii Ie. consulter 1 l'avance, et" 
confidentiellement, sur ce sUjet, et elles rerrc.ttereat que­
Ie J apon ne l' avah pa, fait. 

It sembla aussi vexaot qu~ Ie Japon avait cnvoye una 
trop n:>mbreuse delegation, fOrte de 32 membrell, soU Ie 
tiers du Dorobre total des de!egtles a la Conference. On peasa 
qu'it sied mal aU J ~pon d'envoyer Eon Ministre del Affai­
res Etungeres au ,e a!sen,biee destine. ad problemes de 



to discuss economic developfJ'1ent, ;;r:d d, legates were a"llo~ed 
tt Japan's oppo;ition to the presence cf observtrs from India 
and other countries. It appeared as though J apan W~II trying 
to over;owa the Other dehgate" and creafe a rival organ'sation 
to other regional groupings by (t instituf'onabsing II tbe Con­
ference. It WaS felt that Japlu ;·imed at diplomatic suCCtSSU 

rather than economic progress, and this arouse d tbe fear that 
,he h~i in min:! domination of South EaSt ASia, 3nd the 
exclusion of India. 

Delegates fom many Asian' countries were, in fact, not 
at aU opposed to the idea that Jap:m should dominate the 

Conference, a role for which her owo advanced Stafe of 
development anj great economic reSou"reS make her well 
lulted. But they believed ~he !hould have gOte about it in 

a more tactful way, remembering the senlliti>'iti, S of fte 
. poor but proud Asian n~!i''l'''~r and tbe l,ngenllg p;;inful 
memories of her forceful .. tlI~11l pt at Asian hegemony in the 
If Co-Prosperity Sphere» period. If- Japan had sent a smaller 
delegatiOo, claiming that she already had enough pre blems 
of her owo, and was against assuming fUrtb<r burde· s 
of leadership in ASia, most Southeast A-jan c)un 'rie" would 
probably have begiled her to accept a leading ro'e. Tbi!', at 
aoy rate, was one de1epte's considered opinion. In this 
way, a permanent secretariat undfr Japan'. Judership 
would have been Ie.t up, ard feelings would have been 
sp ~red a n round, 

There are still great opportunities for J apaa to partici-
- pate in and to lead the eeoro-nic development of Southeast 

Asia. With the impending rull-out of Britain, ,ome countries 
seek doser co.opttat:ol with J:tP\o. Atl adm<re her ach;eve­
meats aDd try to emulate tbfm, All bave Important Irade 
links with Japan. Sh~ is the bigeest tra iirg Ilatiol'l in the area 
w,tb proHable market .. and fnoJub'e tr.de balances. The 
l,s!on of the Third COnfirenre. ~8 a member of the Japane!!e 
delegation-admitted, is that J ap1n should use grfatfr tact and 
diplomacy in 0 -dtr to play the role which is rigbtful'J het!. 
O,herwise she may Some day find herself exciud(d from 
Ngional. grcuoi, gs ill which common !enSe dictates her 
pre~eocf' and panic'pa,jO", 
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developpement e,onomique, et les delegues fureot ennuyes 
de ]'opposition japonai~e a la ptesence des ob.ervateufll 

de l'Inde et de certains autres pays. II appat:ut comme .' 
Ie Japon avait voulu en imposer aux autres dtleguesJ 
et creer une organisation rivale . :;ux autres grollpements 
region3ux en (closdruanf, h Co~ference. L'irr prei~jon en rut 
que Ie Japon v:sa:t p!tltot des sccces diplomatiques et noo 
des progres econo'lliquea et l'on craigait qu'.1 ne cne,sat 
Ie r~ye de donln~r Ie Su i-En A'!!htiqlJt et d'eo ex~ture 
l'Iode. 

Ell fait. les deleg'je~ de plusieurII pays asia iqfJeS 
n'etaient nullement hostiles a !'idee d'une preponderance 
j lP:maise a la C lnrerence, un ral~ qui lui cO:lvient ~ to:!t 
egard, tant par l'etat avaoce cle ~on devehppemllnt qu ~ par 
l?~S larges re;s):Jrc~s ecoDo([llque'!, Seulemect, ils C:urelt 
qU'i1 devrai· 5'y prm ire ave":: un peu plus de tict, tou· en S ~ 

rappelant la susceptibilite des nllion! asiatiques pauvres mlis 
fieres, et les souvenln persi9lants et peoiblfs de I. periode 
r i'1 il tFDta par ]a force d' att .indre ll'he,e~onie de ]a « ;phere 
de co-prosperite D. 

Si Ie JapOr1 avait envoye une dettlatiol mo'ns QOmb~eul,!\, 
pretea:Jant qU'lt avait lui-meme ISseI!: 1e probiemes ~ re!l>u:ire 
et !!e refusant a alSumer de plus lourdes respilDsabilites dans 
les affaires d' Asie, probablelD!nt la pluoa-t de 1 01V3 du 
S '1·E'!~ Asiatiqu.e 1'aurahnt sU:.Jplie d'a'!c~ote~ Un rate de 
o""mil!( plan. Ce f'Jt du moim I'oplnioll d'un des detegues 
~ 1:1 ct>nferf'ft'-e. De ('Itte mlnlere. un secreta .. iat perma­
nent. fo.,ctio'lnant sou'! re~i h du J IpCt'l au"ait etc cr~e, et 
pet'!on"e rl" s'en frouva offusque. . 

II res'e encore pour Ie Japan de nombr~u'l:s oc.:asio!l:l 
de participer aT. d~veloppement ~conomique du. Sui-En 
Asiatique ct d'y jOU!f Uti r&le prepo41~rallt. D!vant l'irn· 
minene. du retralt de la Grande Bretagne, q 'Jtlque I Gays 
recherchent uae coopUatioil plus itrolte avec Ie Japen. Tout 
Ie monde admire ses rulls.doDS et cherche a rivaliser 

·d'ef{orts avec lui. Le Sud-Est Aslatlque entretient d'impor­
tante9 rehtifll1' CO'1l'fl'rrhles ~vec Ie Japo3, qui est Ie plu. 
grand pays c,mmer"ant de ]a region, POlStvue de dcb:nlches 
avanlageux et d'une saine valance f,naaciere. De I' aveu 
me me d'un membre de la delegation japonaise, fa le~n tiree 
de la Trohleme COlfereace aurait apprit au Japo:l a ussr de 
p'us detact et 4e dlplomatie pour pouvoir jOlJer un r61e q:.li 
do:t lui reveair de dto:t. Autrement, il se verralt exclu lui­
mfme, un de cesjours, delgrOiJpements ri!gionntlC auxqilels 
Ie simple boa Sens Impose 51 presence et SJ participation. 
-~ ........... 111.~ ................ ........... 

i(IiI ~."'~""""'."""'~"'-, 

Recommandez , 

L108SERVATEUR du VIETNAM 

vos amisl 
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THE TERROR 
OF BEND SEVENTEEN 

LA TERREUR 
DU VIRAGE DIX .. SEPT 

By THANH HJ$P 

To hunt the Viet CODI 
Is often to look for a need­
le In the haystack. ,They 
hide out for weeks at a time, 
Itrlke suddenly, then disap­
pear again into the swam~, 
foreltl, or plantations. A 
major mUitary operation 
may result in the capture of 
only two or three guerillas. 
Vietnamue Government 
forces have learned to beat. 
the Viet COllg at their own 
lame with stealth and cun­
ning by usiC'g small patrols 
to set ambushes or track 
dowll the enemy. 

-Scnd Seventeen. 11 a name 
that Itruck terror in the 
heartlof many people wbo 
travel the road which runs 
thirty kilometers from Sai­
gon to Blnh Duong. Any 
eveninl at lun set, travellers 
knew they might be ambus­
h~d by a Viet CODI sq\lad 
led by the Jocal guerilla lea­
de r whom the vlllagers cal-

, led. the Terror •• This man, 
whose real nalne was Tu 
Ghe, especial1y liked to kid­
nap acd murder government 
officla's and soldiers. His 
favourite ambush site was 
a bend in the road seventeen 
kilometers flom ~aigon. On 

f either side of the road lay 
dens. fruit orchards and 
fields of sugar cane, for 
Ihnh Duong Is the most 
ImporTant fruit producing 
area of the country. Tu 
Ghe's band hid out eithrr 
in the orchards or the caDe 
fields, waititg for their 
victims. 

Oae day, lOme months 
.0, the Vietnamese, Fifth 
lofantry Division learned 
tUl; tbe Viet Cong planned 
an operation near - Bend 
Seventeen •. The province 
chief decided to set a tPaP 
and capture - the Terror) 
Three Regional Forces pla­
toons surrounded th. spot 
after dark. After a long 
wait, they began to move 
througb the swampy arta. 
Footprints in the rice-paddy 
banks revealed the Viet 
Cong were lleatby. The 
commanding officer ordered 
his men to fire into the caue 
field. ahead. The Viet Coal 
fired back. The fire fight 
went on for fifteen minutes. 
Taking advantage of the 
darkness, the enemy fled, 
leavIng three dead, a Chi­
nese-made sub machine gun, 
an automatic dfle and a 
home-made pistol. 

I 

Encouraged, the govern, 
ment troops began to track 
tbe enemy. Late the foll<;w­
illg afternooD. they bad 
encircled, the Viet Cong who 
were again J,tid:fen in a cane 
field. The commandlnl offi­
cer used a loud-speaker and 
appealed to them to surren­
der withill fifteen minutes. 
Five minutes passed. Ano­
ther five minutes, and 81U1 
no respOLse. Wben the time 
was up. the troops opened 
fire. Afttr anothe r five mi­
nutes the officer again cal­
led on the Viet Cong to 1Ur, 

render. Again there was no 
response and th . roops be-

C.ercher les Viet Cong 
ressemble souvent a chercher 
une aiguille dans un tas de 
foin. lIs se cachent des IIC­

maines durant, Jancent une 
attaque soudaine, puis de 
~Ouveau dlsparaissent dans 
les m .. ricages, les forets ou 
les plantdions. Souvent une 
grande opiration mu.:talre 
aboutit simplement a la cap­
ture de deux au trois gueril­
leros~ Les forces gouver­
Dementales ont apprls a bat­
tre les Viet COllg a leur pro­
pre jeu de derobades et de 
ruses, par Ie moyen de peti­
tes patrouilles qui tende 0t 
des embuscades pour captu_ 
rer I' enneaal. 

- Virage Dix-Sept J est un 
110m qUi semalt la terreur 
dans l'esprit des voyageurs 

. qui frequ~nteat la ('Qute, 
longue de trente kilometres, 
aUaDt de Saigon a Blnh 
Duong. Chaque soir, au 
coucher du solell. lea voya­
geurs hvalent qu'Us pou­
vaient etre ,attaqu~s a l'im­
provbte pat un peloton de 
guerilleros Viet Cong.cOm­
man de par un homme que 
les vllbgeois ant surnomme 
U La Terreur.. Celui-ci, de 
son vrai Dom Tu Ghe, visait 
specialement l' enlevement ft 
l'as~a'sinat des fonctionnai­
res du gouvernement et des 
militairet. Son Ueu d'em, 
buscade favori fut un tour­
nant de route se trouvant a 
dix-sept kilometres de Sai­
gon. Sur les deux cOtes de 
la route ,,'etdent d~s vergelS 

au feuilJage tr~ dense et de 
champs de cannel a SUCre,. 
Binh Duong elant la capi­
tale des fruits du pays. La. 
bande de T u Ghe se cachalt 

I-
dans Its vergers ou dans lea 
champs de cannes a sucre, a 
I'afut de leurs victimes. 

II y a quelq~es mofs, I. 
CiDqui~me DIviSion d'lnfan­
terie vietnamienl'1e apprit un 
jour que des Viet Cong mon. 
taient une athque pr~ du 
«Virale Dlx.Sept •• Le chet 
d~ province decida de ten· 
dre un piege pour capturer 
_ La Terreur·. Tro.s pelotons 
d.s Force, Regionales encer. 
clerent j'endroit a la tombCe 
de 1. t uit. Aprea une 10Dg\le 

attente, s'avlD~ant dans 1a 
boue des markages, lis rCl~ 
serrerent leur lttelnte. Des 
traces de p.s lur In diguet_ 
tea des riziere. reve erent 
que les VietCong etalent 
proches. L'officter-comman. 
dant ordollna a les DommfS 

'de tirer dans les champs de 
canoes a sucre dcvtlllt eux_ 
Les VIet Cona tir~rent alor. 
leur (cntre-feu. 

L'ecb:lnge des tirs dura 
quinze minutes. Puis pron. 
tant de J'obscurite .. 
l'ennemi s'e nf u I t, labsant 
troi!! morts, ulle milrailIette 
de fabricition chinoise, UQ 

fu;il automatique et un pi .... 
to et de f.brIcation loe.le. 

E (ourage~ pir ee3 succ~s .. 
les soldats gouvernementa~ 
commelldreut a t r a que l' 
I'ennemi. Tard dans "apres .. 
midi du lendemain, ils ache#. 
verent leur eneerdement d" 



wan to fire iato me field 
fromthrte ddes7 S~ddenly , 
,. white cloth was raised. 
'The wm'd. surrender II was 
beard. Three Viet Cong 
.. tumbled from heir hide. 
out iDto the opeD, bands 
high aboy. their heads. The 
lJOv'crDment troops waited, 
:aUSptcting a trick. Why were 
there only three: '? 

• Our squad h sd tw dve 
:men II. one Viet COllg report­
'ed, • three died this 0001'­

=Ding, One was killed just 
now a!ld five are wounded. 
We are the only survivorslI ! 

Tbe Terror of Bend Se­
'VeDtern was captured among 
the five wounded. The BIDh 
l>Jong road, once again, is 
·tafe for travellers. 

I' .dversa;re cache dans ua 
champ de cannes ~ sucre. 
L'officier, pat hilUt·parleur, 
som~a Irs Viet C~Dg de se 
readre daDS leI qUiD~ mi­
DUtrS. Cinq miuutell passe­
rent, puis clnq autrfs et tou­
jours paS Ie moindre ~fcl:lt. 
Le delat ccoule, les lolda18 
firent ftU. Apres c.irq nou­
veil s minutes, I' olficier re­
pita sa !ommation. Aucune 
reaction. Cette fols les sol­
dat" de troh CaleS, tiferent 
dans Ie champ. Tout a coup, 
une ~toffe blancbe s'eleva, 
et OD e ntendit cder c noul 
nous rendons', Trois Viet 
Cong sortirtnt en tr~buchant 
de leurs cacbettes, les bras 
cleves au-dessUS de leur tete. 
Lu soldats attendaient, era i-

EMBASSY HOIEt 
SAIGON's I 

, ' NEWEST H01Et VALUE 
QUIETLY LOCATED NEAR 

MARKET - SHOPS 

Over 100 Guest Rooms 

New Decor, Tel-Radio, 

Air - Conditioned 

* SUPERB RESTAURANT 
Best American, 

French, Chinese cuisine 

NEW OPENING AT NIGHT ... 

IHE PANORAMIC EMaASSi' BAR 
on the 8th floor with 

Orchestra and Periormances every night 

\ 
I 
I 

EMBASSY HOTEL, Mel1bers of IHA-HORECA I 
35. Nguyen Trung True, SAIGON 

Cable: EMBASOTEL P.O. Box: 788 
Telephones: i5.859 - 91.430 

Director Ptoprictor , LB VAN HIEP 

pant une rUle. Pourquoi 
trois seulemcDt 'I 

• Notre pelot 0 n avait 
dou2';e hommes', Un Viet 
COlli expUqua, «trois IOnt 
morts ce matia; UD autre 
vieDt d' etre abattu et cinq 

lOot blas6l. Noua IOmmcs 
les Stuts lurvlYlnts II. 

« La Tefreur' du Virlge 
Dix-Scpt se trou9a parmi 
leI blase.. Et la route d. 
Blnh Duong regagne Sa s~­

cudt~. 

* 
QUtEST-CE QUtIL Y A DANS 

LES NUMEROS ANTERIEURS 

Vol. 1. - A partir de Novembre 1967 

- Bombarder, Ie Nord Vietnam : une slraMgie 
, defensive ou offensive? 

- Une seconde conference de Geneve : Qui devrait 
y partici per ? 

- Les cinq universites du Vietnam 

- Les chemins de fer au Sud Vietnam: une realite 
dans un debat obscur. 

- Mourir pour Ie Vietnam, pourquoi ? 

- Le • Cai Luong:t dans l'attenle d'un Shakespeare 
vietnamien 

- La politique de De Gaulle pese sur les monopoles 
fran~ais au Sud Vietnam 

• 
- La division « Eloile Rouge» Ii court de riz 

- l' Arbre du Printemps 

- Reflexions sur 1.a minijupe 

- Le Jardin bolanique de Saigon 

La « Revolution Fran~aise de Mai » et Ia guerre 
au Vietnam 

- « Messieurs, la pre sse est libre! l) 

- Le service medical communiste au Sud Vietnam. 

- Les refugies du Nord trouvent une nouvelle vie 
dans Ie sud Vietnam 

- L' Alliance fait son entree sur Ill' scene politique 
au Vietnam 

_ Le Tae-Kwon-Do au Vietnam 

_ Lea canards unijambistes 
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HANOI DISOWS ITS TROOPS. 
(From page 12) 

Tne Cougress passe;! a .e ...... poiId resolution which 
deaounced attacks on South Vieella.eISe cities aad charpd 
\ hat Haaoi had violated the Geneva Accords. 

Under South Vietnamese law, a pilson rallyin," to the 
government under the c Chieu Hoi I program is restored to 
full riahts of a citi:z;en. Rallicrs, caUed c Hoi Cbanh., in 
Vietnamese COlD' OVer to the government voluntarily. and 
are treated dIfferently from soldier. captured al prisoners 
on the battlefield. 

Goyernment sourceS state about I I,OOO ralUed in 
I965; 2O,OCO in 1966 and more than 27,000 last year. With 
increaSingly hea.ier infUtration of regular North Vietnam,se 
army unit into the South, a Jarler proportion of the raUiers 
Ire now northerners. Ia the early years! up to late 1964, 
many of the infiltrators were southernerS who had earlier 
gone Nonb for political and auerrilla trainine and had beell 
Sent back South. 

A sharp increas~ in the number of North Vietnamese 
waS noticed after Ihe Tet offetlsive of last February. Losses 
amonl local Viet COni units werf; so high as a reiuh of the 
suicidal atlai:ks on the cities that subsequent assaults have 
had to be c.rried out by regular North Vietnamese Arm, 
units. 

The May 5 and May 27 attacks on SaigOn, for example, 
were almost) eoUrely by N;)Nh V1Ctaamese regular" army 
Units. AlOe g the DMZ, a South Vietnamese officer said that 
he had «not seen one locall amone enemy pris~rs; they 
were ail from the North. 

The ofgani2:'}tion of the Coogress of Returnees in 
SaIgon was One way to disprove Hanoi's propaganda which 
dellles the u:iste&ce of regular North Vietnamese troops in 
the Sou,h. Their preieoce is now reCGg.:.i:z;ed by all foreIgn 
mihtlllY cbEervers in South Vietnam, but the legend of the 
local guerrilla b~ing the backbon~ of the Vice Con, still 
persists abroad. 

Th~ Open Arms program offers tbe oPj:oftunity for 
th'; Vlet Coog to lay down thtir alma aDd becoa:te re­
integrated wlthio Sluth Vietn,}m's society. ({ Chieu Hoi I 
centers, Ichools and viilages ate many ani ploeejures for 
handlil,g returnelS ale now a matter cf loutlne. 

The proeram has beea difficult to feSter because of the 
<!eep emodOD3 aroused, particularly among South VIetnam's 
AImy off:cers who resented lreating th~ir former enemies 
with kindc.ess. But the prQglall..l has fjoumhed and is 
inereasinlly successful despite nUmerouS efforts by the Viet 
Coog to de;lroy Chieu HOi centers and villaces in terrorist 
attacks. 
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HANOI DESAVOUE SES 
TROUPES. . . (Suite de III page 12) 

henael pour 'fOUl. Quand yOtJI arrivere2: a Saigon, VOIII nl 
pourrie%.avolr que Ie tempi de partlciper a loa parade de la 
vidoire. II elt improbable que yo_ aur,ez a VOus battre 11. 

~ Lc eon.re. a adopte pe reaoluuon en sept poiata 
condamnaDt les attaques commUlJlltll· COlltre les dtes du 
Sud Vi'tDam tout en accusant Haaoi d'avoir Viole lea 
Ac.cords de GeDcve. 

Selon la lei sud..¥ietnamienne, un ralli~ dans Ie cadre 
du programme c Chieu Hoh reconqtut tous ses dro118 ae 
ciloyen. Les rallies, c HOI ChaDh I eo VIC\namlea, sont ceux 
qui ae readent volouta~rement aU lO"veroemeDt; i.s Soul 
traita difUremmeDt des .0iClalS fllts pdllODniers Sur te champ 
de bataiJle. 

De source officielle, i1 y avait en,uoa 11.000 ralbes tn 1965-
20.000 en 1966 et plus de 27.000 !'annee aerolete. ActueJ .. 
lement, luite l\ l'tnfl!Uatton crohsante d' uniles ,egUl1tlCl d .. 
I' Armee nord-vielnamienn. dan. Ie Sud, la miljonte de .. 
railles IOnt des nordllile&. Avant 1964, beaucoup de faille. 
fUlent des S\ldistes regloupes au .No~Q tn 1954 C,L lcu.h.ue 
au Sud apres itte eatralnea en poliuque et cactlques ae la 
guerilla. 

Un accrolssement visible du nombre des Nord­
Vietnamlens a ete eoregistre apres l'offensive Viet CODg du 
Tet en Fevde.r derDier. Lea perles en hommea SI10Jt~:. par 
lea unites locales Viet Cong dans leurs at t a que s 
suiCIdes contre iea cnes ont ete s1 elevcCll que l'eanl::mi a 
dil eDgagu plusieursde leuts unites reguUetes norCl­
vietaamienncs dans ses assauta ulrerieurs. 

Les attaques des 5 et 27 Mai contle Sai,on, Pdt exempJe, 
oat ete presque enticre~ent assurees par des Uuall regulltres 
oe I' Armee norCl-vietnaplienne. Quant au frUnl de 1a Zone 
DemHitarisee, UD ofticier sud-victnamien a eliL. qu'u 
c n'existait aucun soldat local» parmi lei prisonnll::rs cn­
nemil; tous etaient des lens venus du NOld. 

Le Congres des Rallies a Saigon constitue un dementi 
irrefutable a Ja propagande de HanOi qui denie l'exunence 
de lroupes reguWl:ces noro-viemami(.nnes au Sud. La 
presence de ces trOUptS est majo.tenant reconnue par tous 
ies oboServateurs muttatres ttcaDgers iIIU ~uO VletDilm, maia 
la legende racOola",t que .e 'v Ie, COllg est la colonne 
verteDuie Cle la gUI::CUl .. loCa.e perSISt" enCore a l'etranger. 

Le programme del u Bras Owverts II of ire aux Viet 
Cong r occaHOO ae deposer lears armes pour leur re-inte­
gratlun Clans la SocIete sud-Vletnam,enDe. 11 eluste de nom­
Oreux centrcs, ecolcs et vlUagc8 u Chieu HOI ~ et Ie service 
charge Cles rallies est ocvenu UBe Cla branches o'acuvites 
reguueres ou Gouvernement. 

Le programme • Chieu Hoi II se developpait plUlot 
avec d!11!CU1t(; a cause de la susceptibaHte de bien IlCS geus, 
parti;.uutremcnt lea olbaers ae "Armee "sUd-v'ietnamlenne~ 
q\li repugnaieac a traiter leurs anciens ennemts avec bontt. 
Mais son su\:Ces s'acctlere vUe maiotenant, en depit meme 
des nombreuses lentalives des V let Cong qui, par leurs 
aUaques terrorislcs, voudraient detruire toUs centreS et" 
,Ul.ges -« Chieu Ho! II. ~ 



I SAW THE RAPE OF PRAGUE 

The Russians arrived in Prague 
like thieves in the night. In a mat­
ter of hours they had stolen our 
country. My father told me that 
they were as arrogant as the Nazi 
Germans who invaded Czechos. 
Iosvakia i~ 1939. hut I. myself 

.can't confirm this, for I was onlv 
a small boy then and was not old 
..enough to he interested in how 
dictators operate. 

The first sight I had of the 
S6'riet tank!!,.... near Wenceslas 
Square. Three of them' were 
patrolling up and down the thoro­
ughfare, swivelling their gun fur­
.rets or pointing the guns at people 
'Watching them sullenly frem tbe 
"Windows of tall buildings. About 
te .. Russian soldiers were riding 
-on one of the tanks. Every now 
anp. then a soldier would leap off 
the tank apd ja1;J p memher of the 

By a Czech refugee 

• La T cheques protestent •.. 

• Czechs mass in ""'encesJoiIs Square jn Prague 
on Aug 3,1968 to protest RussIan occupation. 

watching crowd in the ribs with 
a rifle butt. 

This was early in the invasion, 
and the Russian commander.in­
chief had ordered a show of 
strength. It was later that the 
killings began. 

Thousands of people turned 
up to watch the Fascist invasion, 
for that was what it was Nobody 
belie ... ·ed }Ioscow's nonseuse talk 
about our '''arsaw Pact allies 
being ( invited. in by some mys. 
terious unnamed Czechoslovak 
party leaders. We've heard the old. 
old lies about soviet cfrat~rnit)· _, 
etc, so often that we now JUSt 

Jaugh at them. It always amazes 
me that those humourless:fellows 
working for· Pravda and. Mosco. 

Radio sbould a.sume tbe.t we bave 
the mental age of retarded twelve. 

Jear.olds. 

The crowd in ·'Ye nee s I a I 
Square was wonderfully disci­
plined. Our legitimate government 
had appealed over the radio for 
calm and non-resistence to the 
aggressor. Of course, from the 
military point of view this was 
the only course open to us, for 
we were hopelessly outnumbered 
by paratroops, infantry, tanks and 
aircraft not only from the USR 
but also from her satellites East 
Germany, Bulgaria, Poland and 
Hungary. 

Most people among the 1'8s1 
crowds on the pavements and 
jamming the side-streets conten­
ted themselves with watcliing 
the invaders silent!y or shouting 
epithets like «Go home Fascists lI. 
Before the Russian troop had been 



given definite order to--IQo. down 
the most active demonstralot'3, 
many youngsters rushed up to 
the tanks and scrawled Nazi 
swaslikas on them or festooned 
them with posters tellinf! the 
Russians tbat they were unwelco­
me. 

Perhaps one of the strangest 
aspects of tbe invasion was that 
at least some of the Russians 
seemed to be genuinely surprised 
that tbe people of Prague did not 
greet tbem like heroes. 

Though, on second tbougbts, 
it wasn't so odd. After all these 
young Russians - many of them 
were probablyteenageconscripts­
bad since childhood been tol4 by 
'their c big brothers» in the Kremlin 
that the Russian people were the 
area test gift the human race could 
ever have. Before the invasion 
their political officers would have 
repeated again and again the of­
ficial Soviet lie that they were 
going to Czechoslovakia to sup­
press en «imperialist counter­
revolution,. so rescniag the Czech 
workers from something worse 
than death. 

Almost certainly they were 
also told tbat the trouble had been 
caused by tbe. West Germans _ 
among the main stock bogey men 
of Soviet political literature. 

How surprised then must at 
least some of the Russians have 
been when they were greeted in 
Prague not with garlands and 
cheers but with either an angry 
silence or abuse. One you n g 
soldier looked pained with bewil-
4erment when he saw Czech 
st.udents spItting at him and 
kicking tbe side of his tank. Ac­
cording to a friend of mine, a 
better Russian lingoist tban I am, 
the soldier asked. < Aren't we in 
West Germany? » 

The bitter i roO' y 0 f t his 
. incredibly naive question was tbat 

it was tbe East Germans - sup­
posedly Czechoslovakia's allies in 
the Warsaw Pact - wbo assisted 
the Russians in the invasion. 

I am told that tbe commander 
of tbeEast German co'ntinge o't 
was a you'ng officer in Hitler's 
army which marched into, Prague 
in 1939. Certainly it is one of the 
opeo secretA of tbe Warsaw Pact 
tbat many of the senio .. officers 
of tbe East German armed forces 
are former Nazis. 

The follOWing day I sa. 
evidence of the murder of defen­
celess civilians by Soviet troops. 
The ioitial show of strength gave 

I wall shown the bodies of tbree" 
young men and a girJ, all araped 
in the Czechoslovak national flag. 

Sooo we worked out how 
best to harrass the Russians. Our 
government-run secret r ad i 0 

stations wuned us againHt provo-­
king tbe occopation troops by 
foolbardy acts of resistence or by 
the brasber kiods of insults, 

Instead, we launched a mas~ 
sive offensive of non.cooperation 
and sileot scorn. Th.e Russians 
found tbat they had to get their 
own food. Even our potato peel~ 
ings were good for them. 

way to violence. According to ooe secret radio 
A tank commander mig b t ~roadcast, the occupation troops 

suddenly get angry with a crowd, In Central Moravia were digginf,. 
and order aa:- i,.r4lltryman to shoot r ,up'potatOes and mushrooms and 
one of the noisier demonstratprs, eating them raw. The broadcast 
often a student or some otber - ended by advising people to lock 
youngster. I saw the terrible up their cats and dogs. Tbe Rns­
aftermath of one of these - to sians migbt eat tbe rri if they were­
the Russians - minor incidents. many more days witbout food. 

LE 
J'AI VU 

RAVISSEMENT DE PRAGUE 
Par un refug;e tcheque 

Les Russes sont arrives a leurs tou~lles ou braquaient 
Prague comme des voleurs dans la, . leurs canons sur les personnes qui 
nuit. lIs nons 'Ollt vole notre pays 
en quelques b~ores. Mon pere 
In'adit qu'ils soot aussi arrogants 
que les Allemands nazis, qui 
envabirent la Tchecoslovaquie en 
1939, mlJis je ne peux pas confjr~ 
mer celte opinion moi-meme, car 
je n'etais qU'(1 n petit gar~on a cette 
epoque et je n' etais pas assez age 
pour m'interesser a la fa~on dont 
agis~entles diclateors. ' 

Je 'Vis les cbars sovietiques 
pour la preluiere fois pres d,e 1a 
place Wen~esl8.s. Trois chars 
patronillani'de long en large sur· 
la vole publique, Caissient pivoter 

les observaient d'uo air sombre­
des fenetres d'immeubles cleves. 
.Chaque char avait UDe dizainede­
soldais russes, De temps a aotre," 
on soldat sautait bJrs du cbar .et 
donnait un coup avec la souche: 
de son fusil aux cCttes d'un spec1,. • .'· 

teur parmi la foule. C'est ce, qui 
s'est passe au debut de !'invasion. 
lorsque Ie commandaut en chef 
russe avail donne r6rdt'e 'de­
deployer la force sovietique.Les. 
tueries commencerent phiS tard. 

Des milliers 'de pers~n~e. 
arriverent pour voir l'iilvasioD 
fasciste, car c'etait bien lA une 



• RuslliPn tonh in tJ,e cenler of P,,,q,e 

• les tank.; ru .ses u " lItre de I .• • iI/e. 

t lle. Per. none n '8 cr I lc~ proprf S 
IT' e songe tenus par Moscon 
u 'apr S I que!: no' Hllies lu 
pacl de Val'. vie avaient 'Ie 
. « invll' » p ' r quelque. Ill)' leri­
eu. uirig aots du pal'li e h "que, 
d Oll les nons ne Jurenl pas men ­
tionnes. 'ous avo ll entendu si 

souve . t ies vi E:' UX mensonge au 
suj·t de III « fra te rn i te:. so vic ti que, 
eLc , .. qu e maJ l aotil' us ont 
se lemen t rire. J e sui. loujou r 

·stupefait de voir qn ces homme , 
q ui travaillent il la Pravda el it 
Radio Moscorz , n'onl certa in ment 

pa Ie 'e de I' UlTlour, H 'sumenl 
q ue nous a on. I age me 1 
d 'euf anls arrjer ·. d douze ' u s , 

A la place ,\' DC slas, la foul 
.etait tr \sdisciphn e, . 'otre gonver. 
nement l 'giLime 8\'a il I ' nee D 

appel par la voix' des air , nou 

exhort llnt ' u cahn p et it Itl 000-

resi tance l' or , seur. eerl , du 

point de vue miJitaire, c' tail la 
seule vow qui nous clait lIV rle, 

at'le I ombre tie pllralro 
'oldal s fl'i fanleri . de char 
vion non seule m nt de ' 
mais a ll ssi elc e autres pay.' 
, a elli t s, not mmen t I' Alle mngn . 
orientale , la Bulgarie. la )u)ogn 

t a HODflrie, elait bien uptil'i ur 
all nMre. 

La plnpnrl des ~ .1S, 'l ui fo1'­
maient k: lura '. fo les SIl : (~. Irot­
to il" l cau Hi III cle e lll~umhre-

enl dans Ie I'U s laterale : , se 
conlenlai III tI r(' ard r silpncieu­
semenll, nvahi . eur. 0 aiaient 
de ' pi hetes leis qu e , Hctournez 
dan vol re pay Pn Cl I !») A­
V! ntque.le. tI'OllPt'.' russe ' o'aient 
re~ll de. in truction. preClses tJe 
fauch r les mllnif . tant: I s plu 
8 'LHs, lit.' n mbn'ux jt'une gen s 
. e on l pre Ipit·S vel's Ie chars 
ponr y nul' o Ulll l 'l' des croix 
gammee" ou I s ft'. t llfH'!' d'af­
fichf'S 'ur I s()uelles J!~ dlsuient 
aux. Huss '. qu'i!. n'd: i . it pas 1 s 
bienvtouS, 

Peul-e re un des spec.s les 

plus {>tranges de !'inva ion e lait 
Ie fait cpt'un moins cerlai des 
Rw "s semhlaicnl vrairnent et D­

ner ne pa. etre accucil1i cOrn me 
tie!' ht"ro: par I. pOJlllaLiou de 
Pragne; 

si }'on y pen e. ce u'Nail fiS 

i trang , Apres tout, ce jeu e 
Ru e - dont un grand uombre 
clnit pl'obabl m D I t..I e~ c nscrits 
,. ges lont au plus de dix nenf ans _ 
'vuiel,t cntendu de I ur plus 
tendre enfance ce cfue disaient 
II.'Ul' grands frt res .. dll K~emlitl : 
le peuple rUB e st Ie pIns gr. nd 
ion, qui n'ail Jamal. pu etre fail 

il I race hum inc' vanl l'im a 
sion, eurs officier polil' qu • 
anraicnt rcpetc A m:linte reprises 
les pro os mensonge . soyi tiqu s 
officicls q 'ils allaieot en Tche­
coslovaq uie pour re pl'il e r line 
« conlre.revol ulion impcriali C I, 

. auva n t insi Ie . tra vaiUeu l's tch e. 
que (fun dest in pI ns terri ble q ue 
]a morl. l et pre que cefl. illllu'on 
leur it cga lem nt dil, q lle I" " 
troubles vaie n t I'le call ' 'S pr.\' 
e'r lIeman s de l' ) ue '> t, qui f , l 

parlie s PI'in 'ip'lIlx l'P lIvsn t ils 
con ra n ts de Is l itt(~r8 t ur pol i!' q e 
s vi "tiqne, 

Qu 1 n .. fu t rlone la su r p .. i e 
c1'au moins quelqu S II st's 
I squ'i ls fur nL accueilli. 8. Pragu , 
n n pas avec ties guidancles et 
de. vi ' ts, mais soil un ~ i lence 

courr uce, Oi l cJe~ in.'u ll .! Cn 
'eune soldnt ru . e 3valt l'air it la 

f i pine et ~ tonnc 10rsqu' il vit 
qu • des dudia n Is tc ll :'quf'S cl'Acb i­
eot sur lui t donn8 ienld(',' coup 
II lie au . coie. tie SOn char. 
l)'apr cs lin de III s ami, qui sait 

Ie rus e mi ux que moi, Ie sol lil t 
aur jt d emantl ' : oNe (j m m'l\· 
non ' p~s l~n lI erullgDe del 'Ques!'.). 
Cetl que tion d'nne n. t'ivele 

incroyaul ta it caract "ri . . e par 

son ironie 8m~r' : c'(tait les 
Allemtlnd, de rEst _ qu.i so nt 



vspposes etre les allies de la 
C.S.s.R. en vertu du paete de 
Varsovie - qui ont assiste les 
Russes a envahir la Tchecoslo­
uaquie. On m'a dit que Ie com­
mandant du contingent de I' Al­
lemagne de l'Est etait un jeUl,e 
officier de l' armce hiUerienne qui 
etait entre iI. Prague en 1939 
Certes, c'est I'un des secrets de 
tout Ie monde it I'organisation du 
pacte de Varsovie qU'un nombre 
des officiers superieurs des forces 
armees de I' Allemagne de I 'Est 
sont des anciens nazis. 

Le lendemain, j'ai vo des 
prenves que des civils sans aucone 
defense avaieot ete tues par les 
soldats sovietiques. La violence 
avait snivi Ie deploiement iuitial 
de Ia force. 11 arriva que Ie 
commandant d'un char se fache 
sondain contre uoe fouJe et donoe 
}'ordre iI. uo de ses sol d a t s 
d'iofanterie de tirer contre nD. des 
manifestants les pIns bruyants 
souvent uo etudiant ou un au'tre 
jeune. j'ai vu des resultats ter­
ribles de ce que les Russes ap­
pelaient des incidents mineurs. On 
m'a montre les cQrps de 3 jeunes 
gens et d'nne jeune fille, tous 
drapes dans Ie drapeau national 
tc hec~ovaque. 

Bientot, nous trouvames Ie 
meilleur moyen de harceler les 
Russes. Nos postes de radio 
cIandestins djriges par Ie gOllver­
!1ement nous ont mis en garde 

3ti 

contre toute provocation, contre 
les troupes d'occnpation par des 
actes de resistance temeraires ou 
Par des insultes imprudentes. 

Ao lieu de ce genre de tacti~ 
ques, noos le.yames une offensive 
massive de nou-cooperation et de 
dedain sileneieux. Les Russes ont 
deconvert qu'ils devaient se 
procurer leors propres vivres. 
Memc nos eplochures de pommes 
de terre etaient trop bonnes pour 

eux. 

D'apres Ull poste de radiO' 
clandestin,les troupes d' occupation 
pe Moravie centrale deracinaient 
les pommes de terre et Ie. 
champiltnons et les mangeaient 
crus. Vemission s'est terminee en 
demandant a 1a population de ne 
pas laisser sortir cbats et chiens. 
Les Russes pourraient les manger 
s'its se trouvaient encore plusieurs. 
jours sans vivres I (L.F.) 

• Czech and Slovak youth demonstrate 

• Manifestation Je III jean.Be 



THE «AO DAI », 

WORLD'S LOVELIEST GARMENT 
By TRONG NHAN 

The tpaditional Vietnamese woman's dr~ss, the ao-dal, I. eonlll 
dered by Westerners to be one of the mott elegant and ferninlne 
national eoatume. in the world- Over the last thirty yaars or so the 
ao-dai bas undergone many changes. French Influer:ce has contpiltuted 
to ita present uncluttered flowing charm. Unlike the tight-fitting 
Chinese chaongsam. wh'ch tends to restrict movement, the Viet­
name .. ao.dal with Its close fitting bodice, free flowing frent .ad 
baek panels and long black or white silk trOUf.ers underneath. is a 
dtlleate an-1 airy garment. Though these Iqng flowing panels ape 
.0lDethlng of a baZard when riding a bicycle or sitting side-saddle 
on a .. Hoada » motop .eooter, Vietnamese women eonslder its .d. 
'Yantages far outweigh ib drawbaeks - especially wben It eOmes to 
hldlllg unslaflpely legs, thick ankles Or nobbly knef's! 

The ao dai b made up of two 
-.cpuate pieces reachirg down to the 
heels. Though the left side is Sewn 
..sown .. far II the waist, the light 
-side Is lined with presS studs, and 
4ependiog on tbe cut of the !lfckline, 
-which fs generally mandarin-style. coo­
tinua up aiorg the right breast to 
meet the collar In the centre. LODg 
oloee-fittlq s1ecvu are also characte. 
J'IJd,c.. Though the ao-dai may be any 

colour, pastel, dark, or floral, the long 
silk trousers are either black or white. 
Almost all over I he world people Ire 
familiar with the ao-daL Many V:et • 
names~ girls who travel overseas to 
study wear their graceful dras whJ1& 
wives of V.I.P·s. such as MrS. NpJtn 
Van Thieu and Mrs. Npyen Cao Ky 
always draw admirlrlg glaned on offi­
cial visits. Though many Buropean 
women have tIled to wear the ao-dai 

«AO DAI >, 
(Suite) 

La ao - dai est bile de deux 
pieces sipareel descendant jusqu'auz 
talons. Sur Ie cati gauche, ees pieces 
sont reunieB 1'utle a 1'autre par UDC 

couture, s'arretant a hauteur de 1a 
ceinture. Par contre, sur Ie cete drolt 
eUel portent une ligae de bouton. 1 
preslion qui, partaDt de la ceiDture, 
remonte Ie flanc droit jusqu'a l'aissel1e, 
puis de la continue ea travers de la 
poltrine pour parvenir au col. Le 
dessin de cetta ligne depead de celui 
du col qui elt souvent de style maD­
darin. Les manches lague. et ecroiteS 
IOnt aussi caracteristlques. Alors que 
1a ao • dai peut ~tre de n'importe 
queUe couteur, pastel, noire ou impri. 
mec de fieurl multlcolore., Ie aolt au 
Ie blanc est de regIe pour Ie pantalon 
de soie. Presque Ie monde enUer con­
DItt la ao - dai. De nombreuleS Viet­
DamienDes fa is. n t leurs ~uda l 
I' etranger p 0 r tan t leurs Iracleuses 
robes, et les e p 0 u • e I de V. I. P. s. 
(importantes personnalites) teUrs que 
Mme NguyeD Van Thieu et Mme 
Nguyen Cao Ky, epoulet du Presi4eat 
et du Vice· President du Vietnam ont 
tou;ours ete I'objet de regards admi­
ratifs au cours de leurs visites offl­
della ~ r elranger. Beaucoup d'Burope. 
ennes ont essaye de porter la aO - dai, 
mais it elt rare qu'eUe leur fasse 
justice. Les pans 'freles . d'un tiuu 
coulant ne semblent pas leur convenir 
Car elles soot leneralement plus gran­
de. et plus d':veloppees en os que les 
VietnamieDncs lUX tailles petites et 
sveltes. 

Les formes de la ao-dai Oat au!si 
connu des changements. Ii y a plus de 
trente ar.s, l'habIt, tout en ayant une 
coupe sembI able a celie d'aujourd'bui 
dans ses lignes fondamentalc;s, etait 
ample et ne descendait qu'aux genoux. 
Le do! en tom bait tout dnit du cou 
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it nrdy does them jUltlce. The frail 
pieces of streammg material seem un­
becomIJIi to them because In lenerat 
thCJ are taller and larger boned than 
the tiny slender Vietnamese women. 

Fashion. have changed too. Some 
thirt1 odd years ago the dr., though 
It1II basically fesembUng todays fas­
hion, was loose fttting and reached 
only to below th. knees. The back fell 
straight awa, &om the neck, whU. 
the bout formed two aeparate pieces 
which tied at the waist, the left tie at­w.,.. being larpr than the right. This 
left a gapia,. V:. across the chest 
whick WIS covered by. bib-Uke·pltcC 
of cloth which tied behind the ncck. 
Some 15 JearI later .the dral recdved 
leveral improvements. The gaping .V. 
WII reduad to a more demure size, 
cd iDatead of tieing tile two enda to­
gether these were allowed to fall freel, 
while a long sash. usually two metres 
in length, WII tied around the waist 

and knotted on the right slde. 

And 10 the revolution continued. 
The French eUmlnated the' knots and 
belts and the bodice changed to the 
traditional Chinese Ityle of press studs 
acrOlS the chest to the armpit and down 
one side as far as the waist. This ten. 
ded to represent a fusion of Oriental, 
and Watem fashion. There was a stage 
when the Shoulder. were padded, but 
this soon passed. At lealt, as far as the 
collar it conc:erned. practicality has 
replaced faablon.For a time women 
railed lbllt mandarla collars from two 
centimeterl to eight, but they found 
that it WIS difficult to eat. A~o their 
necks were-held so stiffly that it was 
di.fficult eYen to talk. So for the sake 
of comfort coU!fII were reduced to three 
c:entimetcl'l. However today neckline. 
vary accordiag to iDdivldual tastes; 
round, square, or heart shaped, though 
the coUarlea Une is favoured at the 
moment. The Fint Lad, of t~ First 

et ravlat ae composait de deux piiees 
distlDcteS aouia 1 la ceinture. ~ 
lalssait un • V. b4ant 1 Ja poltrine 
qui ~ t a it recouverte d'uoe pie c .. 
d"hoffe rasembbant l une bavette et 
IlOUh derriere Ie cou. Pds de quitz" 
ans plus tat'd, I'babit re~t plualeuts 
am~lioratioas. Le • V I ~ant vit lIeS 

dimensions grandemeot rldultes, et au 
lieu de nouer I' un 1 i'autre lea demi­
paIlS antUie-urs, on la las tombet 
librement. tan d i. qu'une icharpe 
ayant u~uellemaat deux metres de 10111 
s" eoroula autour de la cel GtU~e ~ 
se nouer aur Ie c8tj droit. 

Et ainm Ii revolution COIltinua. 
L'influeace fr.n..... iUm1l1a na:uds-

. et ceinturep et Ie COJ'IIge 'pdt Ie Ityle­
traditionnel chin_ avec d .. boutons 
1 pression jalonuant CD travers de I~· 
polerme jusqu'l l'aidclle pout deiceD, 
dre jusqa'l la ceinture. Cefut blen 
une fusion des coupes orientale et. 
occidentale. It , e-ut un moment oU 
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Republic of South Vietnam, Madam 
Ngo Dinh Nhu. set a tre":ld in neck­
lincs. She wore a plunging rounded 
neckline which was widely imitated. 

Some modern Vietnamese women 
find a happy medium between the 
traditional Vietnamese dress and wes­
tern dreIS, though many prefer the 
ao--dai. One student pointed out: «I 
don't haye any prejudice against We!­

tern skirts and dresses, but the ao.dai 
pleases me l>. One female clvU servant 
uid eoflfidentially : I I wear both weS­
tern and vietnamele. The vietnamese 
dress is best in cool weather, but 
when it is hot western dress is more 
.£OlDfortable. WhCne'fer I am invited 

to dinner I prefer to Wtal' western 
dress so that I can eat my fill. If I eat 
too much I find that the aO-daibe­
comeS too tight at the waitt J~' The 
younR men believe the ao-dai i. old 
fashioned and repHlentadve of the 
days when girls and boys wer~ Dot 
allowed to be too neat each other. 
The older fGlk yary. Some say tbat 
western dress is «not serious enough 
- European clothes look provocative II. 
Others feel that the YOUt g women 
should dre~s as they please. « We can­
not force them to adopt our ideas. 
The character of girls shows in their 
behaviour and upbringi!ll' not in the 
way thty dress t. 

- ._- · --.--... ----.----.---.-f 
Recommandez . t 

L10BSERYATEUR du VIEINAM I 
~ a ... 08 am;. 1 
!~~~~~ 

on:rembourrait la ipaules, mala cettc 
mode fut ephem~re. Du moiDs pour 
Ie col, 1a commodite l'a emporte sut 
la mode. 11 y a quelques annies. les 
femmes rehauss.lent leurs cols man­
darins de deux centimetres a huit, 
mall cUes en ressentaient des difflcul-
tes pour manger. De plus leurs COUB 

etalent ttnus si rigidement qU'el1es 
avaient meme des difficultes pour 
parler. Aussi, pour des raisons pra­
tiques, Ie col fut abaisse a deux centi. 
metre9. Toutefois, • present, la forme 
du col varie selon les gouts lndividuels, 
rond, carre, ou en forme de ca::url 

quoique la robe Sanll col loit Ie plus 
en vogue. La P1'emi~re Dame de la 
Premiere Republique du Sud Vietnam, 
Madame Ngo Dinb Nhu, a donne une 
nouvelle orientation dans les lignes du 
col. Elle porta uae rebe largement 
decolletee et fut tres imitee. 

Certaines Vfetnamiennes moderne! 
preconisent une balance entre l'habUl .. 
men t traditltnDel et l'babUlement 
occidental, bien que la majorile pref~­
rent la ao - Jai. Une Itudiante dit : 
«Je n'ai lucun prejugi contre les jupes 
et les habits occldentaux, mall la ao Jai 
me plait », Une fonctionnaire faIt ccttc 
confidence: «Ie m'habUle aupi bien i 
l'europtenne qu'a la vi.tnamienne. 
L'habit vietnarrilen convient mieux 
en noon froide, mais quand it fait 
chaud. l'babit occidental est plus COD­

fortable. Cbaque fois que je suis invitee 
a diaer, je prtf~re porter des vttementl 
occidentaux, alors ie puil mangel' tout 
mon loul. 5i je manle beaucoup, je 
trouve qUI la ao - Jai me serre trop a 
1a ceinture,. Les jeunes lens pensent 
que la ao-Jai est demodee et evoca­
trice de l' epoque ollies contacts entre 
gar~ons et filles etaient interdits. Let 
gens plus ages pensent autrement. Lei 
uns disent que l'habillement occiden­
tal • n'elt pas assez serieux - it est 
excitant t. D'autrel peasent que leI 
;eUOtB filles ont Ie droit de s'habil1er 
com me elles veulent : ~ Nous ne pou­
vonS pas les forcer a adopter nos idees. 
Le caract ere des fUles reside daDS leur 
conduite et leur education, Don dans 
leur maniere de s'habUler " 
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August 
A plot to unJermine the national eeonomv t 

At a prus,- conferca.ce MIni... AD 
Npc Ho discloled that the National Eco­
IIOIJlJ MiaiatrJ baa 1UICOftrId evideoce of 
• widlwcale plot by di~ trad&rs to 

nisi tha price of beer and 10ft driDb. 
Tbe IIi.ni.sIq baa started an iovestiptiOD 
into a P~ 10ft driDk rlftD. 

JII".. h.n Vietn.lm red, 

Tbe Japanese lIiIim.ttY of Justice has 
tataed dowa tbe appUoatIoDI for eotry vilas 
iDto Japan of North Vietaam Liberation 
PftIId officials to att&ad tbe .... finuc1ear 

..... coafenace. 
August 3 

Vietnam traJItiol'llll medicine Co he taught II. 

HUff metlk:.1 lacUift 

"I'1IIt BduGatiOll ItinimJ aid tndi.. 
doaal Vu.taaa.. medical .... cti .. may 
__ becoaa a aubjeot at tbe PIICIIk¥ of 
llediciae at Hut Uniwniq. 

August 1 
Viet Co", .".in .u.ci 8." Luc 1riJ .. 

VW_ miJitalT_poteerrueb aid tile, 
BIo Lao tuupo.NrJ bridae WlIII blown up 
by ....... Diat .abotcutll r.mporarily cut­
W. u.. tnffic &om' the MeJiloq Delta 
p:roriaca to Saipa. 

HOWfII w.,'" a,.imf nil" Cam Ranh 
• '1 inciJenG 

South Vietaa ...... Lower Hoaa "-PD-
• aUld nported G.L ~ and .w. 
..... nt of Victcamele ci.iliaDl t: tbe laa. 
lII'.w· ia U.s. ... Vietaa.... relationl 
... calleel 'Oft IOftl'DlDCat replatiollll to 
JI8fta& I" fol1ber iocidan ... 

August I 
Allied troopI invaJe A SiNJu velltty afl.in 

Soudl VietDalllllC militas'y spokesman 
c:lillCiaIId that AWed troops bave iOl'~ 

. die COIIlmuDist-be1d A Sbaw valley for the 
.... d til .. dlia yar. 

'ugust 9 
ElllUltltial t.cItnicia", to be JelertVld 

TIle Detate Mim.try aid aU -.ential 
IeObAicuu will be permitted to joio che 
Special Raene Bn ... de for one yea, to 
lid the D~tional CICQ"OIDJ ia VieW of tbe 
Geacra1 Mob111Z11Uoa law •• 

August 10 
W., h ... up throughout Vietnam 

U.s. l..,o.Usq:.au III Vietnam .aid thou-

IWlds of commuoi .. , poops atlacked allied 
bull- ao;r03& GlUth of Vutllam .baturing 

AUGUST 68 
a f;w8oomoath Ian iD cbe war. The bruat. 
of tbt attack 'pPe.red to hive bit Tay 
Niab city, proVincial OIpital bla, the 
Cambodian hOrdlt'. 

a.gult II· 
PrMent Tltl. eAa/letlflN If.noi 

At the ......,. iaatJlUl'lltita. the capi. 
tar. eivil cIeteiIIIe orgqicatiaas, Plwideat 
NPJeIl v. 'hieu cIIalleap4 CdIUIlUai_ 
...... ia Nordl VielD .. to _14 dlmo.. 
CftOJ and CD iIIIIpmve Cbe well...,., .... of dleic 
.,..ple CD tilt .... e1..,.. eaiGJed by peeple 
la tile South. 

August "2 
1./1Ifiwt ifiH a tAreet 

Speaki... before the SUp LiCHIII 
Club on • Tbe fint Honolulu Conference 
pala and what baa beea done., Mr. D.G. 
MacDoaaId, Minister-Director, United 
Icata noD. Mi-., Vietnam warDed 
dlat infhti... w.. stiU a coastant tbnat 
ita eM aaCioa • 

August 11 
. CotiIition .mit red. reject«l 

Premier Tran Van Huoalf empbatica1Jy 
I'tIjected ... .,..ubilitJ of a coaJidOll co­
.~tb die 'CIDDlIIlUIfijJ. 

/hpdty", 'lfie&Cff pi." rejecteJ 

Two 'blocs ill the Lower lfoIue oom­
PGIId of .,.elY (!epufi .. rejected tbe peace 
pl •• p~ by depUty Traa N,Ge Cbau 
al u~tutioaal. Deputy Olau bad 
propond .~ ~ttlle National Assembly ap­
point a co.micree to contact resporuibl. 
authorita! iD North Vietaam to OpeD direct 
aelotiatioDi betwel!n the South .lId fbe 
Norah to eod the wu. 

August 20 
r., Ninb bet.tJe re"orffIJ over 

Amerioan lOurcell said Ta, NiDb was 
t::eclared • c clelo city. wbeD • brle COID­
maDilt force that Ilad occupied oa. third of 
the aoo,ooo poPUJatiOll citJ withdrew. 

No dlNa/ufion 

PiaallCle Miniscry pre •• officer d.Di. 
T~ Macatille'. report that tbe aoveromeat 
may dey.tue the pi .. ,. 

August 21 
ReJs resume &igon sbelling 

Comm",1li.t lunllers fired :ao large 
rockets iato Eaigoll alld IlIUQcb!d wi de­
Iptead attacks at DumeroUI other poinu 
in the 3rd Army CorPI region. 

August 23 
fled plan, 1O-Jey ligbt in Danang 

Battle plan. foulld on tbe bodJ of " 
dud Viet· CODe oW., Ibowed the cam-
..- commaact pianlle:! to move "GUilt 
truopi iam Daaao,J to m.iat.ia a lo..day 
battle in lbi_ citJ of Po,ooo. The piau .... 
th...,.d wbea allie:l troapa. reaCtiq 
swiftly ia illformaUoa from a captUC'td 
pritloDet', caueht aad decimated the COIIl~ 
IllUniars advance companiu two mila_II 
of DaDaDI. 

August 2& 

Ntitiollflfit/e Jm,e 0It'blttb control PI_nned 

TIle Healda .... Social Weill« 
Millillty .. .-iJl __ lauacb a aatioa';. 
cam ..... to~e aael promote bitt" 
CODttoI .. part, of iu lamily plaa.i.~ 
proerIIIL 

August 21 
No coalition wfth NLF 

At a DIWtI collferenct at tile TW," 
Corpa ~dquane" at ... Boa, I' mi~ .. 
oorda of Saltoa, Prtaideat 's. ... Va. 
Tldeu apilt ruled out nib with the Vier 
Coq's NltioaaJ LiberatiOll ProDt aad. d. 
formati01l of • COllitioa 10vemlDCDt • 

August 30 
PM. or .. COf'I'fItIIiOlt·.."... 

'Ole. GoverDmeDt·. Newa A ••• c J' 
diacloqd that Prime Minilter Traa V •• 
RUGal hlll -decided Co fire a aumber of 
military me. and ci vil ""aDCI oa cblr,.. 
of .,.rruptioa. 

Au_ust 31 
RocIceD hif DIIIWIg 

Commuaisl pa ... hurled morurIP 
aad rOQket.-:- at U.S. 'baIIeI at Daaaal. 
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• Th. « eo.dai • worn by younl7 girls visiting lne Saigon Z oo. m i. ;$ the nopular 

dr(ss worn in Vietnam teday. 

• loJ «ao dai;o portee par des 

Botanique de Saigon. 

jeunes Idles se rromcnant dans Ie Ja din 

«AO DAt», LA PLUS BELLE ROBE DU MON,DE 
Par TRONG N HAN 

" 

Pour I'c:e!l occldent . l, la r obe tradltioDnelle d la femme v iet-
oamlenne, 10 «ao - da; ", eat I'un des costu mes natlonault le s plus 
eiegants et les plus femlnlns du m ond ". Au rours des trente dernleres 
annees, la iJO - da; a con nu plusieurs changements. L'influen ce fran_ 
~8ise n contrlbue a son cha rme actuel par .. a ppor t de Ilg nes biel 
ordonnees et de form es vapO-eU9 !s. Dfffere·nte du chaongsan chinols, 
trop collant, qui t end a t r elner Ie mouvement, la ao - da; vletnamlenne, 
avec son corsage bien ajusta, ses pans ant6rieur et posterleur 
flottenta r ecouvl'ant un p antaloD en soie blanche on noire, est un 
vAtement de llcatement aere. Quoique les paos qui flottent creent ~e 
I"isque d'Mr e prla dans les r oues , quand on roule e n bicyclette ou 
quaad ell eat porte en s elle-arrlere d' un scooter " Honda », 18 femme 
vJetnamlenne pense que I'hablt oUre p mus d'avantages que d 'inoon­
venients - s urtout 9uand iI faut cacheI' des jambes difform.s, des 
eheTilles (pllisses ou des geooux protuberants I 

( S uite en page 37) 


