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EDITORIAL 
A TALE OF SEVERAL CITIES 

By PHU SI 

RAPPELEZ VOS 

Today, the good people of Paris are play­
ing host to delegates from Saigon, \VasbinglOl1 
and Hanoi. No one can yet predict tbe outcome 
of the peace talks whicb thusfar bave been 
fruitless. But nOw, a new factor has been 
added, The Saigon delegation bas arrived. 
Stripping the problem to its bare essentials 
and forgetting for a moment tbe tbeatrical 
aspects of protocol concerning round, square 
or oval conference tables, what are the essen­
tial issues? 

- Hanoi claims the National Liberation 
Front should he recognized as the sole repre­
sentative of the people of south Vietnam. The 
North Vietnamese say the Front was formed 
by South Vietnamese patriots to resist u Ame. 
rican aggressors », 

Saigon can prove that the National Libe­
ration Front is in fact nothing but a com­
munist front organization controlled by Hanoi. 
There certainly is no lack of convincing 
evidence how, when. where and why the Front 
was formed, who is behind it and for what 
purpose. 

- Hanoi says American forres in South 
Vietnam have taken control of the country. 

2 

Saigon can prove that South Vietnam has 
resisted communist aggression for 18 years. If 
communist ideology of the Hanoi variety had 
any real attraction for the South Vietnamese 
people, this country would have been ("ommu­
nist loog ago, regardless of how many troops 
the Americaos aod other Allies sent to Vietnam. 
The fact that Hanoi. supported by Moscow and 
Peking, has to force its ideology upon the 
South Vietnamese people by warfare, proves 
Hanoi is the aggressor. 

- Hanoi maintains:it is an independent 
People's Republic and it labels the Saigon 
Government «a tool of 'Vasbington». 

Saigon can prove that Hanoi is about as 
independent as the government of Czechoslo· 
vakia. South Vietnam's national elections in 

LOUPS, S. V. P. 

Le bon peup Ie de Paris donne actuelle­
ment l'hospitalite aux delegations de Saigon, 
de \Vashin~ton et de Hanoi. Personne ne peut 
encore predire l'issue des pourparlers de paix 
qui, jusqu'a maintenant, n'ont pas reussi. :\fais 

. l'arrivee de la delegation de Saigon a ajoute 
un nouveau facteur. si I'on conserve seulement 
l'essentiel du probleme, oubUant pour un 
moment l'aspect theatral du protocole relatif 
a Ia forme ronde. carree, ou ovale des tables 
de la conference, en quoi consisle Ie litige ? 

- Hanoi reclame que Ie «Front National 
de Liberation:. soit reconnu comme I'unique 
representant du peuple du Sud Vietnam. Les 
Nord. Vietnamiens disent que Ie Front est 
constitue de patriotes sud- victnamiens qui 
veulent resister it I' II agression americaine». 

saigon peut prouver qu'en fait, ce Front 
n'est qU'llne organisation purement commu­
niste contr6lee par Hanoi. II ne manque pas 
de preuves palpables pour montrer comment, 
quand, et pourquoi Ie Front fut forme, qUi 
agissent dans la coulisse. et dans queUes 
intentions. 

- Hanoi affirme que les Americains ont 
mis le Sud Vietnam sous leur domination. 

Saigon peul prouver que Ie Sud Vietnam 
a resisle it l'agression communiste pendant 
18 ans. Si l'ideologie communiste it Ia manii~re 
de Hanoi a pp presenter quelque atlrait reel 
au peuple sud-vietnamien, ce pays aurait ete 
commu"ise depuis longtemps. meme s'H V avait 
beaucoup plus de troupes americaines et allieell 
au Vietnam. Le fait que Hanoi, soutenu par 
Moscou et Pekin, a dtl imposer son ideologie 
au peuple sud.vietnamien par la guerre prouve 
que Hanoi est bien l'agresseur. 

- Hanoi soutient qu'il est une Republique 
Populaire independante, que Ie gouvernement 
de Saigon n'esl qU'un «i n s t rum e n t de 
'Vashington », 

Saigon peut prau'ler que Hanoi est Ii peu 
. pres aussi independant que Ie gouvernement 
de Tchecoslovaquie. Les elections nationales 



1967 were held in the presence of the world 
press which declared it a free and fair election, 
a feat which would doom the Hanoi regime if 
such a free election were to be held in North 
Vietnam. 

- H~noi claims it is d u t Y • b 0 u n d to 
«liberate .. South Vietnam. 

Saigon can prove that the « liberation» of 
South Vietnam is nol much different from the 
Soviet « liberation» of Lzechoslovakia. There­
are a number of world institutions, like the 
United Nations and the International Court of 
Justice, that could arb i t rat e any North 
Vietnamese claim (.10 south Vietnam along 
peaceful and just methods. Armed agression is 
not included. 

The Saigon delegation has a slrong case 
at the Paris conference. It does not have to 
worry about propaganda « victories» to prove 
its point. The truth speaks Cor itself. Internatio­
nal armed support for the Saigon Government 
s essential to combat the military support of 
international communism to Hanoi. If Moscow 
and Peking could be persuaded to call off their 
dogs and tell ~orth Vietnam to mind its own 
business, the issues could be solved in a 
rational, peaceful way. If our people were left 
alone, they could devote their energie!l to build 
a peaceful and prosperous nation. 

* 

de 1967 au Sud Vietnam se deroulaient en 
presence de la presse mondiale qui les ont 
reconnues comme libres et honn~tes; une telle 
election Re serait jamais permise par Ie regime 
de Hanoi, car il sait qu'i1 aura certainement 
la condamnation unanime de toute la pre sse. 

-Hanoi pretend qu'il est de son devoir 
de «liberer I Ie Sud Vietnam. 

Saigon peut prouver que la maniere de 
liberer Ie Sud Vietnam ne differe pas beaucoup 
de celie employee en Tchecoslovaquie par les 
Sovietiques. Il existe un nombre d'institutions 
mondiales telles que l'Organisation des Nations 
Unies, et 1a Cour Iuternationale de Justice qui 
peuvent arbitrer, pacifiquement el justemeat. 
toute reclamation nord-vietnamienne sur le 
Sud Vietnam. ~ res s ion armee est une 
methode jamais permise. 

La delegation de Saigon est dans une 
position forte it Is conference de Puis. Ene 
II'a pas besoin de «victoires» par la voie de 
la propsgande. La verite plaidera en sa faveur. 
L'aide armee que Ie Monde Libre apporte au 
Gouvernement de Saigon s'avere necessaire 
pour combattre Ie soutien militaire que le 
monde communiste donne il Hanoi. Si l'on 
arrive it persuader Moscou et Pekin il rappeler 
leurs loups. il ramener Ie Nord Vietnam verS 
ses propres affaires, tout probleme pourra se 
resoudre rationneHement et paisiblemenl. 

Si on nous laisse vivre en paix. nous pou­
vons consacrer toules nos forces il constrnire 
noIre pays en une nation pacifique et prospere. 

HAPPY NEW YEAR! 
MEILLEURS V(EUX 

DE BONNE & HEUREUSE ANNEE 
, 
• 

VN OBSERVER L'OBSERVATEUR du VN 



SAIGON'S SECRET WEAPON 
From our very special correspondent 

L'ARME SECRETE DE SAIGON 
Par notre correspondant tf es special 

Hanoi has again escalated the war into a new phase Hanoi a de nouveau hiss~ la guerre sur une nouvelle 
_ aad may well regret undertaking so desperate a chance phase - et it peut bien avoir regretuS de tenter cette chance 
with so little to back it up. Catching the world unawares avec trop peu de moyens. 
_ the element of surprise is always favored by the Surprenant Ie monde tout enlier - l'element surprise 
communists - Hanoi sent winsome Nguym Thi Binh to ayant toujours the favori<t! par Ies communistes - Hanoi 

I'n' oya la seduisante Mme Nguyen Thi Binh a Paris. Cette 
Paris. A charming woman who immediately fet about charmanre beaute s' est mise immediatement a faire la 
propagandi:l;ing the National Liberation Front to all who propagande po,!!, Ie « Front National de Lib~ratiO!l .t visant 
would come In range of her charms. But femininity is not en particulier ceux qui sent la proie de Son charme. Mal! 
a weapon the communists know much about. DldlecticallYt la feminite n'est pas une arme dont les communistes COD­

they have dfcided that women are equal. Indeed, they naislent tre; bien I'usagl'. D ialectiquement, ils ont deci::h~ 
que les femmes sont egales. Naturellement, Us cro:ent 

almost believe womeS are the same as men, ThIs has led presque que femmec; et hommes sont la meme chose. Cette 
to Some errorl which have put all communist countries conception erronee a fait que les' pays communistes sont 
behind in the race for female superiority. en retard. par rapport aux pays non-communistes. dans la 

course pour la superiorite de Ja femme. 
Only the Sovitt union now slowly emelging out of L'Union Sovietique seule, emergeant malntenant peu 

the Marxist dark agel, shows some rfcognition 1hat females a p,u des profoDdeurs teuebreuses du Marxisme, admet 
are things of beauty as well as socialist utility. Mainland dans une certalne mesure que la femme est chose de beaute 
China is trying to ban aU displays of love and male-female .uss! bien qu'une commodite locialiste. La Chine Conti­
attraction, an aspect of the cultural revolution that must n.nfale fait dtl efforts pour bannir l'amour et l' attraclion 

- reciproque entre homme et femme - un aspect dlt la 
rink high a:l the mOSt stupid attempt in recorded history. revolution culturelJe qui I'avete etre une tlntative des plus 

stupides que l'hisloire ait connue. 
North Vietnam is net adverse to beauty (It is esconCfd 

Le Nord Vietnam D'est pas hostile a la beaute (Ie 
too deeply ia the Vietnamese soul) but has cloaked it with sentiment du beau ayant profondementpenetre dans l'ame 
a generation of drabness. Even Madame Bmh, thecommu· du peuple vietnamieo}. mais II la dls~imule sous Iell atours 
nist ... auh weapon in this new escalation, il,lby most ternu de toute une genera,ion. Mlme Mme Nguyen Thi 
world standards, plain lOOking. Bioh, r arme d'aSS3'Jt communiste dans cette nouvelle 

esralade de la guerre, est, aux normes internationales, sans 
. However, the gambit W.lS a good one. The United attrait a cun. 

States was caught wilhmil a prepared-response. Could it Pourtant Ie j, u fut bien joue. Les Etats _ Unis se 
send in Its U.S..based reserves from Hollvwood, Las Vegas, trc,uverent pr,s au aepourvu. Pourraient-lls rcmedler a 
Or New York,? What would be the impact of round-eyed I'etat de chose en puleant dans leU'S r~serves de Hollywood. 
womeD in an essentially ASian struggle 1 d~ Las Vega. ou de New York 1 Que! pourra.t etre i'impact 

que ereent des femmes aux yeux roodouillards dans cette 
Washington exoerts dared not react too fast. If HoUy.. lutte essentldlement asiatique ~ 

wood reserves were sent in, would Russia afDd a female Les experts de Washington n' ont pas Oge reagir avec 
cosmonaut; or China erupt by pouring two divisions of precipitation. SI les reserves de Hollyw00d descendent dans 
peasant girls into Vietnam lOne must go carefully in these I'arene. se pou'ra-t-tl que la Russle yenverra une femme 
delicate international confrontations. cosmonaute, et Ia Chine, irrltee, deversera-t-elle des divi-

sions' de ses paysaoes au Vlttoam 111 f.ul etre Vlalment 
A detailed e:z:amination of in l ",lIigen<% reports showed prude!!t danl celt delicates confrontations {oteroatlorta'es. 

that Mainland China was not prep.u!d for the HaDoi move. Un examen des rap pons secler, montre que a Chine 
After all, c,1ul, Mao seDd hit wife? She's getting a little elle - meme De S'attendah pas ~. C'eUe initiatIve) nord­
frumpy now. B s d ... s, she m.gh get out of hand and tty vietnamienne Aprea tout. y. a-to iI quelque chacce que 
a cuI.ural revolutIon with De Gaulle. t Mao envoie sa femme a Paris 1 EI e fat drvenue un ,ant 

I soit peu vieiJlote. D' .. utre part, e Ie pourra! deserter lea 
. B t the Saigon GOyftDment was prepared. Sourh rangs pour aller eStlayer une ,eYolution cultuJelle avec 

Vietna~ese offlcJal, long ago recognh:ed feminine charm. i De Gaulle 1 
as a secret w .. apoo. Tbus, i, was a s imp I e logistical . Pour Ie gouvernemenl de Saigon, it ct.ir tout pret. 
proble 0 to adil twO beauties to t'"le Paris. peace talk dele- Les officiels slJd-vletDamiens on' recon"u depuis 11 ngteD.'lfl 
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sation. Majame Ky, accompanied by the Vice President, 
would have been sufficient to meet .ny Hanoi threat. But, 
in these days of over.klll. the Saigon Government also sent 
alonl ao ex· Vict Cong cadre, lady lawyer Nguyen thi V ui. 

Clad in tra:titlonal, form 4 fllting lao dai ~ dresses 
which cover .1I but reveal a grace of feminini,y, these 
two women will make the communist threat look pale by 
comparison. 

If beauty blossoms behind the bamboo curtain, the 
communists inadvertently may have introduced a weapon 
more fat.1 to them than the nuc1eu bomb. Commuoists . 
thought women merely wanted to be equal with men. Ab, i 
what a foolish blunder for socialist realism to make. Women. I 

u any non-communist will tell you, want to be more 
thaD equal. 

--
• Workers of RMK BRJ constructJon com· 

bine repair the 3-.kilometer long Hai B~ 
T r ng slnet in Saigon. This /"Qili 'ary 
trucic route was' heavily damaged in 
recent years. It /inles the Saigon port to 
the huge Tim Son Nhut airb~se of 
Saigon and the nratllgic highway Salgon­
Bien Hoa where is located the military 
Newport. 

• le, trav?iIIeurs de I .. comragnie ameri­
caine RMK·BIV vus en trein de reparer 
la rue Hai Ba Trung a Saiaon, longue 
oe troiS kilometrf,. Cette rue, cllo/sle 
comme voie de transport militaire, a *'te 
gravement endonuragee au cours des Ird 
aern;lke, annees. Elle re'ie Ie port des 
Sai gon ~ I' aemport Tan Son Nhut de 
Saigon et Ii I'auto - route s'rategique 
Saigon·Bien Hoa ou,e trorr.e Ie nou­
veau pOlt militaile. 

que les charmes femioins constituent des armes secretes 
puissances. AiDli done la preunce de deux beautet parmi 
les membres de la delqation du Sud Viecnam aux pour· 
pirlers de paix de Paris n',st qu'une simple question de 
loglstique. Mme Ky, accompago~c du Vice-President, 
suffirait a eUe s(ule a cODjurer toute menace de Hanoi. 
Mais en cell temps de super· massacre, 1e gouvercement de 
Saigon a pds soln d'envoyer egalement une deulieme 
femme,l'ayocate Nguyen Tbi Vui. 

A Cote de ces deux jeuDes femmes, ve.ues de la 
I: ao dai I) traditionnelIe qUi leur moule Ie corps, qui couvre 
tout excepte leur g' ace feminine, la meoace c.>mmunilte 
palka, par comparaison. 

Si la beaute !>'epanoui,t derriere If! ride au de bambou, 
les communistes auront introduit cbez eux une arme qUi 
leur est plul fatale que la bombe atomique. Les COmmu­
niste. peDsaient que les femme! demaDdaient ~C1JdemeDt a 
~tre ega Ie. auX hommes. Ah·! queUe folie erreur pour Ie 
re.Usme 15ociallste! Les femmes, tous 1<8 non-communistes 
vous Ie diront, v. uleDl ttre plus que egales. 

ROAD PROBLEMS 
IN VIETNAl\1 
By.NG~N THUDC 

South Vietnam's he.vi)y damaged 
road network is being rtbullt undfr 
a cra-h program costing over US S 
'J 7 million. Roads and brit'ges are a 

prime target of the Viet Cong who 
seek to isolate the rural areas from 
the c .. pital of Saigon ~nd mljor plo­
vindal fowl'S. Viet Cong sapper aqua AS 

dynamite bridg'1!I, mlue r"adways, and 
dig huge ruts acros, highways. Their 
aim IS partly military to plevent 
governrrer.t troops from using the 
roads. and pal t Iy J olilical, to impres. 
the rural populaHon tblt they at e cut 
off and at tbe mercy of the enemy. 

But witb gfeatly Improved military 
securIty, both ID the Ulb nand rurd 
areas, the enemy Is being increasingly 
denied access to the country's bridges 
a~d roads. 

Vietnam's road system, built by 
the French, bas suffered greatly undu 
the impact of the war. Originally de­
stgned for loads of 15 to ~o tons, 
h ghways now cany traffic we'ghing 

, over 30 tons. In SaIgon, for example. 

s 



the number of vcbicJes tbu ~ated 
siX·fold siDee 1955 and mOlt of this 
took place ia the Iaat three Jurs. In 
addition to uo thousand private trucks 
and automobllel, 90 thousaads bike. 
aDd tbree-wheeled vehicles, there arc 
now over balf a mUllon ICooters and 
60 thousand military vehicles pouodlDg 
the city's 363 kilometers of paved 
streets. Ioitially, road repair wal con­
fI.ed to mUitary needs with priority 
stven to by-pass roads for convoys 
around congested city areas, buIlding 
new military camps and opening cd ... 
tical roads such as Highway 19 from 
the coaStal city of Qui Nhon to the 
town of Pleim io the Central Higb­
lands. However, a year ago, a program 
was started to repair Saigon's city 
streets. The American construction 
combioe, RMK.BRJ, began repairing 
major thoroughfares while tbe Viet .. 
namcBe Ministry of Public Works took 
00 tbe task of widel'ing and paving 
secondary strceu. In all, some 350 
ldlometcrs of roadway in Saigon aud 
surrounding G:Ia Dinb province are 
bd.1 repaired. 

Recently, the Ministry announced 
a program for widenlllg aad resurfacing 
me prindpal blahways thl'OUlhout the 
country. Route One, the major north­
south hiBhway, II already under repair 
b, engineers of both the U.S. Army 
and RMK-BRJ. Route Four, the lra­
ding artery into the Mekong Delta, is 
scheduled for repair in the flear future. 
In the provinCls, "here the Viet Coni 
have made roads a key target, Public 
Works authorities and RcYolutionllY 
Development teams are working on 
vUlap and bamlet roads. especially 
tbose crfdcal to farm produc.t market­
iI'g. Coupled with the vast expansion 
of major airfields - more than 80 fields 
arc now capable of taking four -englned 
aircraft aloDi with eight larle jet Itrips 
- and a program of rebuilding Viet­
nam's shattered rail system. the aewly 
repaired roads will give Vietnam one 
of the best transportation networks in 
Asia. Mr. Buu Don, Minister of 
Publfc Works. foresees the da, wben 
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HlChways One afid Four will become 
four-laDed throughout the length of 
the country. Toda" onJy a short stretch 
from Saigon to Bien Hoa is four-Ianed 

- and the advaDtaps are already 
evident in major new Industrial plait" 
an i factories sprlnliog up aU aton. 
this route. 

. 
• Filipinos who are among foreign worlcers hired by RMK-BRJ, are seen reDBiril'lg 

a major ,treel of Saigon. RMK· BRJ personnel in Vietnam number .bout 2, 
thousand and con.ist 01 18 thousand Vietnaml'se and three thousand Koreans. 
Filipinos and Americans. 

• De, Philippi"" qui '''nt parmi les travail/eu" etrangers de RMK - BRJ, reparent 
un Brtire "rincipal de Saigon. LIII per~onnel de RMK-BRJ au Vietnam elf aU 

nombre d. 21 mille, dont 18 .ont de. Vietmtmiens et Ie r .. ste, dN Philippii'll, 
Coree'" .f Americ,in •• 

"-

LE PROBLEME DES ROUTES AU VN 
Par NGUytN THUQC 

I.e r"'u routler sud.vietnamiea, 
lourdement end 0 m mag e. va etre 
rrconstruit dans Ie cadre d'un senu­
tionoel programme coutant plUl de 77 
millions de dollars amerJcains. Les 
routes et les ponts au Vietnam ont 
toujours eti_ les cibles primordialCli 
des Viet Coog qui chuchenta Iso111' 
les rtglons rurales de la capitate de 
Saigon et des chefs lieux de provincf'. 
Des unites de saboteurS Viet Cong 
dynamitent lcs po n tI. minent les 
chaussees, et ere use n t de larges 
ormer-es ~n travers cks routes. Le but 
vise est double. L'elUleml tente, SUr 
Ie plan militaire, de donner aux popu-

lati.'ns ruralel "impression qu'elles 
sont isolees et loumi'cs' a 100 mcrcl. 
Mals .a mesure que la securite s'ame .. 
liore, rennelllt Ie voit interdire pro­
greis_vemeDt l'acces au:.: po a ts et 
'routes du paYI. 

I.e r~au routitr du Vietnam 
construit par lea Fratlcais, lOuffrc 
duremeDt des elfcts de la guerrc. 
Con~ A l'origfne pour del eharges 

. de 1:; a 20 toanel,1I succombe maln­
tenant sous Ie polds des voltUtCl de 
plus de 30 tODnfS. A Saigon, par 
exemple. entre 1955et 1968, Ie nom .. 
bre de vehicules a sextuple, ct cett. 



augmentation ,'cst produit surtout au 
, cows des trois derniere. anr~es. Bn SUI 

del 110 mUle camionll et automobiles 
pri9a, et del go mllJe bicyclettel et 
tricycles. on compte encore plus d'un 
demi million c::ke scooters et 60 milJe 
volture. militalret qui martetent nuit 
et jour lea 360 kilometres de chauss~es 
del rues de la capitate. Au debut, !a 
reparation des routes vi •• a rep(ndre 
.Ull besoln, mWtalres. la prlorilc en 
~talt donn« aux chemins destines aux 
CODVOIa qui avalent a contourner les 
rutS encombdes de la d~, aux 
reutes meaant a de nOUveaux camps 
mi1Jtalrts. et a l'ouVtfture des routes 
d'importancc straregique. tcUe la Route 
N0 19 qUi relie la vUle cotiere de 
Qui Nhon a la ville de P1eiku, dats 
les bauta-plateaux du Centre Vietnam. 
DePUIII un an, on commen~l 1a repa­
ration del fuel de Saigon. La com. 
palDle americaine RMK-BRJ s'occupe 

de. grands artUeli, t a .. dis que Ie 
M,ni.tlre des Tra9Caux Publk:l du 
Vietnam Ie charge des rues IIccoadaires. 
En tout, quelques 350 kilometres de 
routes de ~aJgon et de la province 
voisine de Gi. Dlnh lont cn train 
d'ltre remia en ~tat_ 

Reccmment, Ie Miillatlre da Tra­
VIUX Publla annon~a Ull programme 
d'~largjsaemeot et de aurfa~4ge des 
pnllcipalea rOUtes du pays. La Route 
N° 1 qui parcourt Ie pays du Nord 
au Sud est deja en YoUt de rtparation : 
Ie travail eSt assur~ pAl" des log~nleurs 
militairel am'ricainl et ClUX de RMK­
BRJ. La Route N° 4. celie qui meLe 
la capitate au della du Mekong, deyra 
ltre repar~e SOus peu. Dans les pro. 
vir.cts cu les routes IOnt plus menl­
ceea par Its Viet Cong, les employts 
des Travaux Publics et Ifs equipea du 
Dtveloppement RholutionnaJre beso. 
gnent sur les routes qui dellsu9Cnt les 

villaaes et laameaa. en partlculier lei 
voles d'approvlslonnemCDt de produkl 
agricola. Ensemble avec l'agra.adls­
aemeDt del terrains d'aviatioa - plUI 

de 80 dous de hult !arges piltes sent 
malntenant capabla de recevoir del 
aYloDS l quatre aaoteurs et a¥lou A 
"action - et Ie programme de r6ec­
tiOn du r&eau ftrr~ braalaat du 
Vietnam, la remise en ~tat des rotrtcl 
foumlra au VletDam I' un des me1lltars 
rtseaa de yoles de commualcatiOll de 
I' Asie. Mr. Buu Don, Ie Mlailtre des 
Travaax' Pub1f.cs, pr~volt mlme Ie 
jour oU la Route N0 1 et Ia Route 
N0 4 seront pourvues de quatre pas­
sages. A I'heure ac:uelle. scule la COIlne 
auto-route SaJgon - Bien HOI loque 
de 30 kms .presente quatre pabagcs, It 
les avantages sont tellcmellt iYidCDtl 

que deja de nombreascs If8Ildes tIIl­
nes et installatioDl lndustriellcs ont 
lural sur tout soa 1001-

A UNITED EFFORT 
EJgbt hun d red a a d 

seventy-five crpbanB at the 
LOtlg Thanh Orphanag~, 15 
milu nortbwest of Saigen, 
will bave a neW co:;crete 
IIcbeol DeXt year tbauks to 
tbe work and genelo,i1Y of 
allied torces here. 

Units of the UDited Sta'e!t. 
Royal Thai and Sou t b 
Korean almies have chipped 
i n cODCrete a:Jd 0 t b e r 
suppliell al well as r( ofi!>1 for 
the schelo!, but Ibe o/phanl 
:all d their sup e r v j s 0 r s 
c'es'go,d it and are doing 

tbe ccnslruc' ion. 

The child-en have beeD 
ukiqr d;sse~ io. Jow, on~-
110ry woc.dln structure that 

doubles as thl orphaoage 

kitcheD aDd c a fete r ia. 
Althougb balf fiailbed, the 
schoOl dominatel the 30 acre 
lract and wooden .Gildings 
of the orphanage that WaS 
begun a year ago by three 
Vietnamese churcb I1'OUps. 

The Vietnamese Catbolic. 
Boddh'st ,nd C a 0 D a i 
churcbes began the 
orpbaaage as a project of 
tbeir Association for SO(h11 
We J far e of VielnameSe 
Cbibre1. 

Tbe orph_lDI tbemsc'yes , 
gOt 1be scbool started by 
designing it .nd dilging a 
wdl by hand mo e tban 35 
feet to get "at!!r for m,xlDg 

- • ROTUNDA SUPPORT - OUer orpharls man the lorma 
lor the supports 01 high central 10tunJa bemg cons­
trUcteD H part 01 new scheol. 
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concrete. They also dug the 
foundations of tbe building. 

With help from allied 
force. and tbe U.S. Atmy'. 
2nd Civil Afial:s Company 
at Long Binb Post, the 
orpbans b a v e fin ish e d 
bUilding tbe waH, of tbe 
school's largest par t - a 
concrete rotunda sixty feet 
wide and tbirty feet high 
that will be a meeting place. 

Two wings with eight class­
rooms each are noW being 
built. This montb, engineers 
of the South Korean Army 
will begin building the 
roof of tbe rOtunda, UIIinl 
precist asbestos pan e Is 
donated by tbe Royal Thai 
Army. 

. \Jtbougb tbe orphanage 
JlOW holds only 875 people, 
the I!Icbool could bold as 
man y as 3.000 pupils 
«learning Oll shIfts. ac­
cor ting to the project's 
coordinator. F.rst Lieutenant 
Ruhl Russel. 

Lt. au.sel. commander of 
the 14th AA Platoon of the 
211d CIvil Affairs Company, 
cJordlDaie, d'ic act ion 
projeCtS in LODg Tb.nh 
Dis t ric t of Bien Hoa 
PrOVince. 

According to Lt. Rus, el 
• G~ttiDg the b u it din g 
materials fOt tb~ school was 
easy - jUlt a mat t e r of 
([ scrcurgic.g • m .. terbls f, OlD 

various storage depots. The -
V.(tnameS2 at tbe orphanage 
have really done most of 
the wOtk. Thty',e done, the 
diggirg and design ed the 
bullJing. BJt •• he co:atinue:!. 
• it's toming aleni' qUickly 
b.,caule everyone baa helped­
I;'s rully a U'liteJ. effort. .. 

* 

• DONATION BY ROYM THAI AI?MY - Representafves 01 the Roy) 

Thai Black Panth~r Regiment officially give foofing materia! to orphanage 

/:it Bear Cat 10/ rool;"g lor ne.v orpha >age ;.choe,/ . 

• fIRST PICTURE - Childre" at orpl,anage have their li,st portrait. 



LES BiNQUES ET LE MONDE 
DES AFFAIRES A SAIGON 

Par TRQNG NIlAN 

Les banques au Vietnam conoaisstnt, eel dernilres 
ann&., une plane prosperit~. malgre l'etat de guerre \ ou 
plut&t grice i des necelsites neel de la guerre. II y a dix 
aDS,les depOts en banque, personnels et prives, ,'elevaient 
a moinl de sept millioDS de piastres (environ 60.000 dollars 
amhicains), et les prets aux pardculier' en furenl la mottle. 
Pendant les six premiers mols de cette annee hg68), leI 
d6patl ont atteint la lomme de 38() milllards de piastres 
environ 320 millions de dollar. americains, et Ie. prets , 
ent depaue :160 milliards de piastres. 

Annt I!J54. annec OU Ie Vietnam recouvra ~on lode­
peadancc, les banques fran~.,ses relnalent en mattrts lur 
l'eCOtlOmie vietnamienae. malgre qu'U y avalt dejl en ce 
temps-Ii une banque vietnamienDe. troil banques chi- _ 
noise. ct deux banques anglaises. Aujourd'hui, il y a l 
S2igon Yingt-trois banques dont dix vielnamicnnes. Plu­
aiaurs banques etcangeres ont ouvert des succur.ales i 
Salton, eotre autres la filiale de la Banquc de Tokyo dont 
l'DUverture fut dictee par Ie fillllDeement des travaux de 
coDStruction de Ia pu.ssante centrale hydro-electrique de 
Daobim A Dalat. l'objet des reparations de luerre du 
Japon au Vietnam. 

Parmi Its baaques etrangere3. on rem lrque not.mmen 
les succursahs d'une banqne Thd et d'une banque core 
eone. ouvertes en partie pour e{fectuer des operatioa'9 de 
change pour leurs natioalux vivant au pays, et en partie 
pour repondre A l'accroissement dell relations commercialcs 
et economiques entre leur pays et Ie Vietnam. La presence 
de:.: .. ombreux Americains a donne lieu ~ I'ouverture de 
deux banques. la Bank of America et la Chase Manhattan 
Baok qui, ~ part Ie, services rendus aux mUitaires et 
civila americaios, cherchent aussi ~ etendr& leur cHen tele 
au Vietnam par Ie truchement ordiDaire des depbts de. 
fonds, de I' ouverture des comptes et des services y afferant 

La poussee initiale qUi avait conduit Ie! Vietnamiene 
dans Ie secteur bancaire prit son ampleur apres I'jodepen­
daace. quand Ie gouverntment COmmen <ra ~ favoriserle 
commerce et I'industrie. L'etablissement des usiaes 
electriques, cimenteries, verreries, manufactures textiles, 
pour nt mentionner que quelques industries majeures, a 
rendu necessaires les service! mo:ieroe, des etablissementl 
bancaires. Lea projets gouvernementaux de reforme agraite 
et Its programmes de developpement agricole finances pat 
ies pr!ts gouvernementaux (amelioration des aemenCCl, 

• Banks-:"'n Vietnam 'notJ'only have coM ica3h and adding 
mllchineJ, H this picture prov(s. 

.. Dam les banqles au Vietnam, il n'v 11 pa. sea/ement que 
coHru -10m et machines II compter. comme Ie montre 
cette photo. 

production des engrals, modernisation des Instruments) 
creerent de nouveaux courants d'affaires. II en etait de 
meme de. preIs consentis aux petits com mer <r act I, 

agriculteurs et ~heurs qui avaient un besoin press ant de 
tracteurs, pompe~ ele.:triques. generateurs, moteurs marins, 
appareillages ftlgorifique" pour ne citer que q\lclque. 
articles de necessite cOurante. 

Pendant l'offensive generale des Viet COrll au debut 
de eette annee, un grand nombre d' eta b 1 iss e men t I!I 

industrids furent Sl gravcment endommages que certains 
d' entre euX durent fermer leurs portes, reduisant au 
chomage un grand nombre de travatlleurs. Pour lea 
banques, eet etat de choses signifiait des retards dans les 
remboursementl aux emprunt8. L'aide K01.\.vernementalc 
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vint a point pour attenuer en partie I e s difficultes 
rencontrees par les banques, mais ces dernferes Ie res­
sentent encore du cboc de I'attaque commuohte du debut 
de I' annie. Neanmoins, la plupart des banquiers se sont 
vite remis. L' accroissemenl des importations - destinies 
Don a soutenir l'effQrt de guerre, mais a absorber 
I'excedent de I'inflation monetaIre _ est une nouvelle 
source d' affa!res lucratives. L'avenlr immediat, i1 elt vrai, 
est limite par les u:gevCts de la guerre, mais la p~ursuite 
des hostilites au Vietnam a provoqu~ un accrolssement 
tapide des importations et exportations, ce qui agit comme 
un sti mulant pour les activites des banques inttrnationales· 

D'ores et dejA, les tar quius prevoient un marche 

qui, apres la guerre, ira en s'elargissant quatd les penuries 
du temps de guerre auront ete elimioees et les degats 
repares. Les Vietnamiens se sont vite familiarWs avec 
les operations bancaires et n est a prevoir UDe augmenta. 
tlon notable de depotS prlves, de prets illdlviduels et de 
credits POUt financer les affaires. A )·avenir, on estime que 
les banques aU Sud Vielnam pourront doter Ie Vays de 
services financiers des plus efficac!s comprenant, entre 
aut res, l'investissemevt de caphaux d'une necesslte vitale 
pour Ie developptment des industries, des facilites de 
communication et de transport. tn un mot, tLut Cll dont 
Ie Vietnam a besoin pour devenir un pays avaoce 
et moderne. 

BANKING AND FINANCE IN 

Local banks are doing a booming 
businesa despite wartime problems 
and often because of war. related 
demands. Ten years ago, personal 
and private deposits amounted to less 
than 7 million piasters (about 60 
thousand US dollars) and loans to 
l'ldividuals came to about half ,hat 
figu,e. During tbe first Six monlhs of 
1his year (1968) deposits came close 
to 38.000 million or about 320 million 
do'lars and loans topped 26,000 million 
plas e'~. 

Prior to Viernam', independence 
ta 1954 French banks dominated the 
colonial economy although tbere did 
exist one Vietnamese - owned bank 
along with three Chinese and two 
British. Today there are twenty·three 
in the nation's capital of which ten are 
Vietnamese. A number of foreign 
banks have establiShed brancbes in 
Saigon, amonl them the Ban k of 
Tokyo, largely to handle the funding 
ofthe war reparation agreements which 
included the bUilding of the large 
Danhim hydro. electric project. 

Among other foreign enterprhes, 
a Thai and a Korean bank have oJ:ened 
branches, partly to cater to the exchange 
requirements of their nationals in 
South Vietnam and partly to develop 
future busincs. potential. The large 
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American presence brourht in two 
banks, the Bank of America and the 
Cbase Manhattan Bank which, a~ide 

from their facllitits at U.S. military 
installations, are also seeking Viet­
namese business through regular com. 
mercial depoSits, checking accounts 
and related services. 

The initial boost to Vietnamese 
bal'kingcame after independlnce when 
tbe government began a determined 
effort to pro mot e commerce and 
industry. The establishment of electric 
plants, cement and glass works, textile 
mills, to mention but a few enterprises, 
required modern banking sezviceS. 
Government projects for land reform 
and agricultural developmel t p r 0-

grams, financed with government loans, 
for improved rice Seeds, fertilizers 
and modern farming equipment, are 
an important source of business. So 
are loans to small businessmen, far­
mers and fishermen who nted tractorS, 
electric pumps, lenerators, engines 
for fishing boats, refrigeration equip­
ment, to Dame but a few items. 

During the Viet Cong Tet offen­
sive early this year, many industrial 
plants suffered heavy damage and some 
had to close down altcgether resulting 
in great hardship for numerous wor­
kers. For the banks thla meant loan 

SAIGON 

repayment delays and ref un din g 
requests. While government aid has 
greatly alleviated the problem, the 
Impact of the Tet attack on the banks 
was substantia\. Most bankers, how­
ever, are not unduly concerned. Rapid 
expansion of imporl!! - and it should 
be stressd not im;:orts related to the 
war effort but those desilned to absorb 
inflationary surplus cash - is a lucra­
tive .ource of new business. The 
11lmediate future, of course, is res­
tricted by the exigencies of war. but 
the conflict In Vietnam has produced 
a vast iilcrease in import and export 
trade which has stimulated international 
banking activi. ies. 

Afler tbe war, bankers foresee a 
widening market as wartime shortages 
are eliminated and damage rebuilt. 
The Vietnamese have takeD to banking 
readily and a great incruse io private 
deposits, per50nal loans and businesa 
credits is anticipated. In the future, 
the banks 10 Sou:h Vietnam can be 
expec ed to prOVide this nation with 
increasingly efficient financial services, 
including mucb needed capital inflow 
for industrial development, communi­
cation and transportation facilities­
in fact all that is needed to tran.form 
Vietnam into a progressive, modern 
nation. 



MiSl Tran 1hi H6 L8 

Mile Tran Thi H6 Le 

At 18, Miss Tran thi Ho Le, a 
seasoned combat veteran of the Viet 
Cong Women's Corps who rose to 
commaod a 12 girl mOrtar squad, 
decided there wasn't a future In this 
career, aad rallied a few months 110 
to the South Vietnamele Government 
under the Cbleu Hoi or Open Arms 
program. Miss Le joln~d the Viet 
Cong guerillas three years ago, partly 
out of a sense of adventure and 
partly because she was told she 
would help emancipate the Vietnamese 
woman. She lived in the jUl'gle., 
learned guerilla warfare and conformed 
to the diSCiplined aad regimented 
eltlstence of the Communist Party. 

Miss Le, a native of Long An 
province. BOme 40 k i 10m e t e r I 
southwest of Saigon, participated in 
several attacks On local Lorg An 
tOWDB. After twO years she was in 
charge of a mortar squad consls tJng of 
r:a girlS. She taught them to aSltmble 
and disassemble the weapons 10 they 
could be transported on their b~cks. 
She also studied matbematics to 
Improve her skillin aiming and fIring 
the projtctiles. In recognition of her 
dedlcared service, she was admitted 
to the .. inner circle 1I of the Viet Cong 
elite and accepted as a Com munist 
Party member. Althouib she was paid 

CONFESSIONS OF A V.C. GIRL FIGHTER 
By NGurtN THUOC 

800 piasters per month - about US$ 
6 - she had to forego six month, pay 
each year as a sacrifice to the party. 

Routine IHe i"t the jungle was 
strictly reBUlated. The girls were up 
at five in the morning for callisthenics 
before breakfast. Then two hours of 
study of party politics and communist 
indoctrination. Luoch at eleven and 
a Ihort midday nap followed by 
military training from one to five. 
After dinner, group discussion of the 
day's events, self-criticlam sessions Or 
party cultural activities, and to bed at 
nine. On combat missiolu, food w~s 
often short and, at times, they were 
forced to eat rice mixed with burned 
leaves. But it was not the rlgours of 
jungle life nor tbe hardships of a 
military Career that made Miss Le 
decide to leave the rnau. She could 
no longer stand the cold and rutble~8 
repression of human emottons and 
compassion. 

Shortly after she joined she was 
not permitted to Visit her parents Or 
members of ber family anymore as 
they were considered poll tic a II y 
unreDable. All recruits - both men 
and women - were given medical 
examinations. Unmarried girls who had 
lost their virginity could not advance 
in the ranks of the Viet Congo They 
Were con'ldered emotionally unreltable 
and uaable to stand the rigid ascetics 
of communist life. Intlm;cy between 
the sexeS was strictly forbidden. Men 
and women cadres were not permitted 
to See each other In private unles. 
specific permission was 0 b t a i ned 
beforehand. A" a resi.llt there were few 
love affairs and even fewer marriages. 
C Those who did get permisSion to get 
married., Said Miss Le, C invariably 
left the V let Cong ranks to try to live 
a normal life again. , 

The main complaint of Viet Cong 
women cadres, she continued, was 
the heavy personal restrictions placed 

00 them by the Party. « We acceptd 
Party members stifling Our love life ., 
she said, • but it was dlff.cult to 

endure their coostant criticIsm and 
their negation of natural Sentimfnts 
we all bave ~ normal human beings. 
We missed the love of our fimily, the 
fun of being young and ttle occasional 
diversion. of beiDg gay and carefree. 
After being lectured again and again 
that life Is grim and earnest, many of 
us began to feel a real batred toward 
men. 10 effect, that's the main reason 
I left •• Under constant pressure from 
Vietnamese and Allied PorCes tbe 
majority of older menio the Vlu 
Cong raots were either killed, captured 
or tbey surrendered, The few who 
remained moved up in rank and their 
placel were taken by young boys. At 
time., sald Mill Le. the youcgsters 
would mock thelD and lay" Look O\It, 
fellows, mother is watchi.:g I.. It 
dido't lake 10l'g for the girls to realiu 

, that if tbey remained in the rank!, 
they would stay old maids forever. 

Like mOlt Chieu Hoi returnee., 
It was not an easy 4eclsion to defect. 
Fear and uncertainty bow she would 
be received made her hesitate. As 
tbe days went by, she kept aakirl 
herself « Wbat Is the point of all thls'l 
For whom am I making this sacrifice t 
What do I get out of life wbtle I 
am stlll young? • 

Today, Mi~s Le Is reunited with 
her parents and her relatives. Onc-: 
agaio, she is back, « on the other side 
of Vietnamele life. where warmth. 
affection and love are nOt ~hunned. 
Her message to her former gill 
comrades .. Have courage: aL d come 
On over!. 

Soon she will depart on a world 
tour under the auspices of the Viet­
'nam'!se Government to explain the 
Chieu Hoi program and the impact it 
has on girls hke berself who once 
were fighters for the Viet Cong. 
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CONFESSIONS D/UNE COMBATTANTE V.C •. Par NGUrtN THU¢C 

A 18 ans, MUe Tran Tbi Ho Le, 
.n combattant aguerrl, v~teran du 
Corps des Femmes-SoldalS Viet Cong, 
devint Ie commandant d'une escouade 
de I2 servants de mortiers, toutes de. 
jeunes mles. 11 y a quelques moil, cUe 
eut Ie srntiment que Sa carriere ne lui 
offrira aucun avenir et eIfe declda de 
Ie rallier au gouvernement du Sud 
Vietaam, dans Ie cadre du programme 
gouvernemental de ra1liement - Bras 
Ouverts -. Mlle Le s' etait enrolee 
dans les rangs Viet Cong comme 
g u e rill e r o. d'une part par esprit 
aventuri.r, et de I'autre, patce qu'on 
lUi dit q u'etIe po u v a it alder ~ 

"emancipation de la femme au Viet­
nam. Elle vivalt dans la jungle, s'ini­
tiait aux secrets de la guerilla, et se 
pliait a la diScipline et 1 I'exi!!tence 
enregimentee du Parti commuoiste. 

Originaire de I .. province de Lcn, 
An, a quelque 40 kilometres au Sud-
Ouest de Saigon, Mlle Le avait pris 
part a plusieurll atlaques contre Ie 
chef-lim de cette province. A pres 
deux ans de service, elle fut nommee 
11a tete d'une escouade de servants 
de mortiers qui furtnt touteof des 
filles ELe leur apprit a monter et 
de nonter Ies arm-s pour les trans­
porter Sur leur dos. Et pour plus de 
preci&ion dans Ie lancement d~s 

projectiles, elle appdt dIe aussi les 
matMmatiques tous les jours. En 
recompen~e de ~OZl travail, on l'admit 
dans Ie celcle des rlements de cor:.· 
fiance de I'e-lite Viet Cong, puiS 
comme membre du parti communiste. 
Touchant tn prinCipe 800 piastres par 
mois, soit 6 dollars americains, elle 
dut cependant sacdfier six mols de 
solde toUs les ans au profit du Parti. 

La vie qu'elle mena dans la 
jUngle etait rigoureusement rtglee. 
Les jeunes fllles devalent $e lever 1 
cinq beures du matin pour rtpondre 
a l' appel avant Ie petit dejeuner. 
Apres. elles etudhitnt pendant de\Jx 
beules Ia politique du parti et la 
doctrine communiste. Apres Ie dejeuner 
ta II heures, ce fut Un court somme Ii 
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midi, luivi de 13 ~ 17 beures d'un 
cours d'lt;suuction milltalre. Apres Ie 
diner, ce furent des sea nee I de 
discussions par groupes sur les 
evenements du jour, des seances 
d' auto. critique ou d'activites 
culturellell. A neuf bcures, on alIa au 
lit. Au cours des missions de combat, 
il leur arrivait souvent de manquer de 
vivres et bien des fOis, eIles devalent 
manger du rlz avec des feuiUes 
g rill e e s en gUise d'aliments. Ce 
n' etalent poUrtant pas Ies privations 
de la vie dans la jungle, ni les 
servitudes de 1a carriere milltaire qui 
avaient incltee MUe I.e ta abandonnet 
Ies rangs Viet Cong. Plut6t, eUe ne 
pouvait plu. supporter la repression 
de. emotions et de la compassion 
bumaines. 

En eifet, peu apres son fnrole­
meot, Mlle Le n'etait plul autorisee 
a Visiter sel parents et les membres 
de sa famitle, consideres par Ie Parti 
comme poIitiquement indignes de 
confiance. Toutes Jes nouvelles rec;rues, 
hommes et femmes, durent sublr un 
examen medical. Lea filIes nc n marites 
qui, cependant, avalent perdu leur 
virginite furent delais.ees par les chefs 
Viet COllg. Qual fie. s Comme trop 
seolimentates et ea.otives, eIles fureot 
jugees Comme incapables d' endurer les 
rigueurs de la vie communlsfe. L'in .. 
timite entre les deux sexes ttalt 
rlgoureusement interdite. Un born me 
et une femme ne pouvaient causer en 
prive a moins d'avoir une autorisatioD 
prealable. 11 en resulta que les relatiors 
d'amour furent chosfs rares, et plus 
rares encore, ItS mariages. «Ceux qui 
obtiennent I'autorisation de se marier», 
dit Mile Le, (quitteront generalement 
les rangs Viet Cong, Car tous sentent 
Ie besotn de levenir it une vie normale •• 

Pour lei cadres feminins Viet 
Cong, eUes ae plaign .. ient Surtout, 
ajouta Mlle Le, d'etre l'objet de fortes 
contraintes de Ia part du Parti. 
« Nous pOUVOIlS accepter que Ie Parti 
etouffe notre vie amoureuse, • dit.dle 
« mais it est insupportable de subir 
constamment des Critiques et Ie rejet 

de tous lei Jentimentl lIaturell com. 
muDs 1 toUt etre bumain. n nous 
manquait I'amour paur notre fami1le, 
Ie plaisfr de nous sentir jeunes, et Ie. 
OCCasionl de vivre gaiement et A l'abrl 
du so"d. Apres avoir ete 8i souvent 
serineel sur I' austerltt de Ja vic, 
plusieurs d' entre noua en arrivaient 1 
eprouver un reel sentiment de halae 
envcrs Ies bommes. En fait, ce fut la 
principale raison qui me poussa a 
quitter les rangs Viet Congo » D'autre 
part, harceles sans reHiche par les 
forces vietnamitnnes et alliees, la 
plupart des vet~ralls Viet Cong furent 
t ues, faitl prisonnier. ou se reodireot. 
Ceux qui restaient montaient en grade. 
remplaces par de tout ;eunel gar~oDS. 
Ceux-ci, dlt MUe I.e. pour !!Ie moquer 
de nous, s'ecrlaient parfois: - Atten. 
don. hs gars! Maman nous guette ! _ 
Les filles n' avaient pas tarde 1 se 
rendre compte que sl eUes ne quit­
taieat pas, elles risqueraient de rester 
vieilles fillts pour la vie. 

Pour la plupart des ra11ies, it 
n'est pas aise de se dtcider avant la 
defection. La craiote et J'inCd'litude 
quant a l'accueil qu'on leur reserve 
lei font besiter longttmps. Pour Mile 
Le, les jours s'ecoulaient et eUe ne 
cessait de 8e demander chaque jour: 
«A quo! tout cela rime'? Pour qui 
mes sacrifices'? QueUe jouissance ai·je 
eu pendant que je sua encore jeune '?' 

Maintenant, Mile Le est rendUl 
a seS parents et amis. Bile revient 
vers ( l' autre c6te de Ja vie du peuple 
vietnamitn • OU reguent la cordtalite, 
J'aff~ction et ramour. Le message 
qU'elle envoie a ses an c i e nne S 

camarades: - Soyez courageuses et 
revenez avec nouS. j) 

Ble'ltot, eHe fera un voyage 1 
I'etranger, sous Ies auspices du 
gouvernement, pour expliquer les 
raisons du ~ucces du pro g ram me 
(Chieu Hoi' (programme des « Bras 
Ouverts ».) Elle demootrera l'effet de 
ce programme sur les ;eunes liliES qui 
comme eUe, ont combattu dan! les 
rangs Viet Congo 



• Top picture: A board at the entrance of the • Km-lerhof. sa.,s : S 18 Vietnam 
Chiltlr"n's V,lIage for 1000 orphanf. (One of the 66 SOS Kinde-hoi, in 
th' world). 
BottolIl picture: Genltral vie", of the Go Va.~ kinlerhof. 

• DesSUl: Un panneau a I'entree du • Kinderhol Jt dif' so~ - Vii/age d'f.,lanb 
Ju Vietnam, pour nourr;r 1000 orphelins. (L'un de, 66 SOS Kinderbol, dan, 
Ie montle). 
Dessous : Vue g.'nera/e du K.nderhol dlt Go Val'. 

VIETNAM'S FIRST «KINDERHOF» 

LE PREMIER «KINDERHOF» AU VIETNAM 

GO VA~, SOUTH V.N. 
- T his autumn, in the 
Saigon suburb of Go Yap, 
the first Kinderhof or chil-

dren's village, will open its 
doors to some 1000 homeless 
youngsters. A Kinderbof is 
a specially de'igned center 
for orphans which was deve­
loped after the Sec 0 n d 
World War by Dr. Hermann 
Gmeiner of Vienna, Austria. 

Organi:l;ed on a worldwide 
basis, there are now 66 
such centers around the 
globe, forty-eight in Europe, 
six in Brazil and others in 
Japan, Korea, India and the 
PhiUppines. The Go Vap 

By NGUY~N THUQC 

unit of 41 hommes is the 
first s u c h v e n t u rein 
Vietnam. 

The project is on a site 
of 600 square kilometers 
and each home is a pre­
fabricated bui1:fiog, made 
in Austria. It is built on 
stilts two and a half meters 
high to provide air circula­
tion and an individual play­
ground under-neath Each 
home is 20 metees long by 
12 meters wide. It is divided 
into three apartments of 
which the Center one con­
tains a living and dining 

• rOOm and a stl<dy. all with 
small child .. si:l;e chairs, tables 

GO YAP, SUD VIET­
N AM - Cet autOmne, a 
Go Vap, dans la baolieue de 
Saigon, Ie premitf« K,njec-
hof~, ou village d'enfants, 
au Vie t n a m ouvrira seG 
portes pour accuelllir quel­
que 1000 e n fan t s sans 
famille. Un kinderhof est 
Un centre d'habitatlon ar­
range specialemeot po u r 
nourrir les orphehns. Con­
~us initialunent par Ie Dr. 
Hermann Gmeiner de 
Vienne, Autdche, les kin­
derh;)fs se sont multiplies 
apres la Secoode Guerle 
mondlale. 0 r g • n is e s a 
l'echelle mcn.<!iale, on en 
trouve actuellement 66 dans 

Je monde: 48 en Europe, 
6 au Bresil et Ie reste au 
Japon. fn Coree, en lnde 
et aux Philippines. Le vllla,e 
d'enfaOls de Go Yap, tota­
lis'nt 41 logis, est Ie pre­
mier du genre aU Vietnam. 

Le village a une superficle 
de 600 km2 et les habitations 
sont des maisons pre-iabrl­
que~s en Autriche. Pour une 
meilleure aeration, toutes les 
maisons ~ont construires sur 
piJotis, a 2mSO au-delSus 
de la terre, et sont pourvues 
to ute S et chacune d'une 
cour. Chaque habita~ion de 

20m de long sur 12m de 
large com porte trois compar. 



and cabinets. In the two 
end apartments are 
bedrooms, toilets and a kit­
chen. Each bedroom for the 
children bas six little beds. 
The home is of mod ern 
design and com e s fully 
equipped with a refrigera­
tor, electric kitchen range 
a ;d is completely furnished. 

Eighteen youngsters wilt 
OCcupy each home which 
will be looked after by two 
WOmen. The leading one is 
called the «Mother II and 
her assistant is the «Aunt II 
to the children in their care. 
Women chosen for this 
work will be local residentS 
of Go Vap and must be 
between tbe age! of tweDty 
and forty, sinlle or childless. 
They wlll be ~elected for 
their pleaslDg personality 
and their ability to handle 
their charges with love and 
affection. The Kinderhof 
will provide full care for 
children from' infancy to 

about 14. Within the chil­
dren's village thtre will be 
a medical and administrative 
office and a local school. 
Some of the chIldren will 
be permitted to a t ten d 
schools io Go Vap to give 
them contact w'ith chIldren 
from Iegular homes. Also, 
children from .he suburb of 
Go Vap will also be allowed 
to a t ten d the Kinderhof 
school. 

Thb VIetnam project is 
undfr tbe direction of HeI· 
mut Kutin, a young Austrian 
representative of the inter­
national Kinjerhof organl­
:aation. He fXpects that the 
entire project will be com­
pleted and operational by 
the end of this year, and he 
hopes that this first K,nder­
hof for orphans in Vietnam 
will lead to many Others to 
take care of numerous 
youngsters who are the lnno­
eent victims of thiS war. 

* 

timents servant de salon, de 
salle ~ mangel' et de salle 
d'etudes munle de tab:es et 
chaise~ pour enfants. Aux 
deux eXlremltes des compar· 
timenl~, ce sont des cham­
bres ~ coucher, la cuisine 
et les toileHes. C h a que 
chambre a coucher est garnie 
de SIX peti,s lits. D'un style 
moderne, ch .. que m a i son 
arrive au Vitnam este meublee 
d'un frigidaire, d'une cui­
dniere dtctdque et d'un 
mobiJier complet. 

Dlx-huit enfants occupe­
rant chiique logis, conne 
aux soins de d;eux femmes. 
lis appelleront & maman II 

la dame qui sera, pour aillsl 
dire, Ie chef de famUle, et 
Il tante II son asslStaDte. Les 
f e m m (' S preposees 1 ces 
tachf's deveoOr e t r e des 
habitantes de Go Vap, celi­
bataires au san s enfant, 
agees de 20 ~ 40 aos. Eiles 
seront choisles pour leurs 
manieres sympathlques et 
leur aptitude ~ remplir leur 
role dans I'amour des en-

per a des enfants ~ taus les 
points de vue, des leur plus 
jeuns ~e ;usqu'a 14 ans. 
II y aura un cabinet medi-
cal, un bureau administratif 
et une ecole. Certains enfants 
du village seront autorises 
i frequenter les e!ablisse­
ments scolalrt'S de Go V_p 
pour leur permettre de pren­
dre contact avec In enfants 
des familles ordinalres. Par 
contre, lea enfants des en­
virons de Go Vap pourront 
aussi frequenter I'ecole du 
Kinderhof. 

La conStruction du Kin­
derhof de Go Yap est con-
fiee 1M. Helmut Kutin, 
un ;eune Autf!chien repre­
sentant I'Organisatlon Inter­
. nationale des Kinderhofs. 
Selon lui, Ie projet de Go 
Vap sera acheve et pourta 
commencer a fonctionoer 1 
la fin de cette annee. 11 
espere que 'ce premier village 
vietnamien pour orphellns 
conduira 1 la construction 
d' autres villages semblables, 
pour Ie secours de nombreux 
autres enfants victimes de la 

fants, Le Kinderhof s' aecu- guerre. 

AUTUMN, LOVE AND RAIN 

10 Vietnam, particularly in the 
North and Center, rain falls heavily 
and persistendy every year, between 
the third and the seventh days of the 
seventh m a a n Cabout August). In 
ancient times people believed that this 
annual rainfall coming invariably at 
the I a m e period were tears of a 
heavenly couple in distress, Rhich 
leads us to the follOWing story. 

o 
o 0 

In Vietnam autumn begins on 
the first day of the seventh moon. 
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Not 110 luxuriant as spring, nor so 
petulant as summer, aUlumn i. always 
moderate, and calm. It has ils parti­
cular charm; the Iky is serene and 
blue, water is pure, breezes gentle and 
cool, sweeping softly iDto the willow­
tretS, rippling their long leaves. At 
night, the moon, exceptionally bright, 
gUdes slOWly aerolls a spotless sky. 

As autumn is always beautiful 
and calm, poets and !cholars, in 
ancient times, liked to relax and, 
whUe sipping a small cup of hot tea 
or aromatic wioe, meditate upon life, 

recite poems or discuss philosophy. 
It was also in autumn that romance 
blossomed, for young men and ,iris 
walked at sunset on a riverbank or 
on the balder of a lake and there, 
they whispered words of love. 

. Once upon a time there waS a 
romance of two lovers condemned to 
live apart, one on eacb side of a wide 
river. There were no boalS, no bridges, 
flO meaDs whatever to crall! it. To 
earn their Hving the man bad to tend 

" cattle and the woman work at a loom .. 
Their dally work provided food and 



c~othing but they gave it little care:, 
for they, always waited for evining «0 
come. Then th ly W ~n: to the river, 
olle on each side, stallding foc hours. 
w.avtng their hands, lootting at each 
other over the silent w lters. There. 
tbey coul i see ea:11 oth!r b.1t could 
not hear thdr w.lrds of lov" fJC the e 
were Matched aw Jy by tile wInd uad 
lost in tbe dtstanc' between them. 
They stood there until dusk when 
tbeir sUhouttteS loomed an j faded 
into darknfss. 

Evening after evening, again and 
alaio, they came there, standing and 
looking at tach other. The silent rive 
flowed on Ind year passed into yearr 

and autumn came and went. 
Not far f om tbe river, io a cluster 

of h;gh trees, wa~ a band of ravens. 
In the daytime, tnty were busy 
se Irching for their prey. At dusk they 
saw the lovers but, at flrst, paid no 
attention to tbem. Toen they noticed 
that day after day, when evenlng~came, 
the lovers. one on each side of the river 
looked at eacb otber, waving tbeir 
hands. weeplQg silently. At last tbe 
raveas understOod, were dee ply 
touchad and bai great pity for them. 
Tney decUed to help them. 

Autumn. came agaiu. It Waf the 
season propitioul for 10IFers and the 
r~vent dGc'dea to carry out their plan. 
II waS Ihe second night of th~ seventh 
moon. Tbe ravells flew in .lIt dirtctions. 
searchingfot brick!. stones, sand, lime 
and other useful materials, picked 
tbem Up, held then tightly in tbeir 
beaks and dropped them i:l a straight 
lin'! acr03S the river. 

A bddg! was built when dawn 
broke. 

The next evening, tbe lovers, as 
usual. cane to th! riverside. Wltell 
they saw the bridge, they c()uld Qat 
believe their eyes, but the bridge wa s 
there, reaL solid and welI·shaped. Tbey 
rubbed their eyes, and IOJked again to 
make sure that it was not a dream. 
They came near, touched tbe bridge 
With their feet, then stepped O!.l it, 
and as they were certain that it held 

_., 

fast, thev ran across and rushed Into 
each other arms. 

They s'ood nn tbfe bridge four 
day<; and four nights, and during this 
time their tears ran unceasingly. 

When the fourth night was almost 
over, they felt that .he bridge tottered· 
beneath them and w .. s goIng to col­
lapse. They realized it WaS time to 
leave and with pain in thdr heart th.y 
separa·ed. The moment they reached 
the riverbank, the bridge fell apart. 
Stones, brlck~ sand, lime, aU disap­
peared ioto the water and were scat­
tered by the flow. Soon no trace of 
the bridge was left. 

Autumn came aad went, then 
winter, chilly, then spring, warm and 
Doisy. then summer, hot and indolent. 
then again another autumn. And, as 
quickly as before. a new bridge Was 
built by the ravens and again the 
lovers met. 

Year after year, they met hr four 
days and four nights, between the 
third and the seventh days of the 
seventb. moon and their tears flowed 
unceasingly like the rain. 

Who were these lovers and where 
did ,hey come from? B)th came from 
the heavenly empire. There, the man 
tended th-e emperor's cattle and the 
woman worked at a loom to provide 

- ._- ._.---_.-

clothlnR for the court. One da y. sa 
!he was working on her loom, she 

. suddenly heard the ~ound (If a flute 
coming the field. The ~ound came 
nearer and was so bewitching that 
!1he stopped her loom to li8ten. Now 
the sound caire frrm iust be.oeath hu 
window. Quickly she left her leom and 
rushed OVer. A bandsome yOUDg man 
astriue a buffalo was playing a flute. 
Their eyes met and thefr hurts throb­
bed. She flu she d he smiled and 
rOmance began. He went on, still 
playing while she lo.ked at him and 
listened untU the sound faded away 
in the distance. 

D<:eply in lcve she began to work 
lest and less and Ihe clo bini she prO­
duced was not enough for the cefd. 
of the court. The heavenly emperor be­
came alarmed and angry and deci:jed to 
punish both of them. He Sent forth 
an edict, condemning them to go down _ 
to earlh and to live there separately in 
human form with the common people 
to eternity. 

On earth, thrir separation 
enhanced «heir love. Profusely they 
weep at their annual meeting on the 
transient bridge built for them by the 
ravens every autumn. Therefore .. there 
always is rain oVer the Whole country, 
which JaSti for four days aad ni~htl. 



THE 

LE 

. Of 21 general officers 
forced into exile during t~ 
numerous go v ern men t 
changes since 1963, oaly five 
still remain abroad. A few 
of the ousted generals have 
returned to take important 
positions either in the na­
tion's poHticallife or in the 
80vernment. The m 0 s t 
dramatic returnee under 
President Nguyen Van 
Thieu's «Greater National 
Union)} policy W.lS General 
Duong Van Minh, known as 
Big Minh for his large size. 

G!neral Duong Van Minh 

He recently returned from 
Bangkok upon the request 
of another former exile, 
General Tran Thien Khiem, 
who is now Thieu's Minister 
of Ioterior. With the eSta­
blishment of a stable, consti­
tutional government, most 
ousted officers are allowed 
to return home. Lieutenant 
General Do Cao Td was re­
instated and given command 
of the important Third CorPl 
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RETURN OF THE GENERALS 
By VAN NGAN 

I , 

KETOUR DES GENERAIUX 

General Do Cao Tri 

area, which includes the 
cap ita I city of Saigon 
General Khiem was given 
the Interior Ministry with 
its control of p lice and 
security forces. 

The reTurn of former 
Army leaders to puolic Ufe 
began more th:ln a yea~ ago, 
at the time of the national 
election campaigns for the 
Vietnamese Sen ate and 
House of Representatives 
Three generals former ran 

GMeral Tran Thien Kb;em 

Des 21 officiets generaux 
force.i de s'l'xiler par suit.e 
des changements survenus 
,OU5 Ivers gouvernemenrs 
depuis 1963, seulement cinq 
restent encore a l' etranger. 
Quelques uns des generaux 
evinces Sont retournes au 
pays et occupent d'!mpor­
tantfS fonctlons daos la Vie 
pol" ique nu au sein du 
gouvernement. Le retour Ie 
plus 8ensationnel, dans Ie 
cadre de la polltique de 
(I Grande Solidarite Natio­
nale , preconisee par Ie Pr~­
sident Nguyen Van Tbieu, 

Genera T/ran Van Don 
fut celui du general Duong 
Van M nb, appele populai­
rement • Big Minh ., a caUse 
de sa grande stature. II 
ret 0 urn a au pays tout 
r e cern men t, venant de 
Bangkok, sur l'invitation 
d' un autre ancien exile, Je 
General Tran Tbien Khiem. 
actuellement Ministre de 
l'Interieur. La stabillte d'un 
go u v ern e men t consti* 
tutionnel a permis a Ia 

Gene,,1 T6n ThBt Dlnh 

plttpart des g e n era u x 
tvi"lcbi de revfnir au pays. 
Le Lieutenant-General Do 
Cao Tri fut retntegre dans 
ses fonctions et nomme 
Commandant de l'impor­
tllnte 3eme Region Tactique 
dont fait partie la ville de 
Saigon. Le General Kbiem. 
MiniMr. de l'Intbieur, 
contrelle les farces de Pollce 
et de 5ecurlte. 

Le retour des anciens 
chefs mUitaires a la vie 

General Huynh Van Cao 



in tbe elections aDd won 
seats in the Senate. Today, 
the~e three are considered 
to be a mo ng the most 
powerful political leaders 
outside the national adminis.. 
tration: former Lieutenant 
Generals Tran Van Don aDd 

Ton That Dinh and former 
Brigadier General Huynb 
Van Cao. The first two were 
1e a de rs I nth e Army 
Revolution which overthrew 
Diem on November I, J 963. 
Depudea of the National 
Assembly have requested 
the government to allow the 
remaining generals to Come 
home. Two generals ousted 
during the Thieu·Ky mdi­
tary regime years (1965·67) 
would like to return: former 
First Corps Commandlr 
Brigadier General Nguyen 
Cbaoh Tbi and former 
Vice President of the Na­
tional Leadership Council 
Lieutenant General Nguyen 
Huu Co. Thi was removed 
during the 1966 Buddhist 
cl'isis and Co was exilcd in 
early 1967. Today, ten other 
former generals ) i v e a S 

private cItiZens. Some have 
retired from public I i f e 
while others have indicated 

, they may want to return to 
duty in some responsible 
capacity. 

Wblle some ob:ervers 
express fear that President 
Thieu's po'iey of permitting 
former dissideots to return 
home cootd lead to possible 
trouble for South Vietnam's 
young constitutional govern. 
ment, o!herS believe that 
the servi~ of these experi­
enced officers will greatly 
strengthen the nation. Tbe 
return of the generals is one 
aspect of President Tbieu's 

General Nguyen Huu Co 

pubUque eut lieu, il y a 
pius d'un an, au moment 
des elections legislatives. 
Trois anciens generault ae 
porttrcot candidats au Stnat 
et furent elul. Au jourd'hui' 
ees generaux com pte n t 
parmi les leaders politiques 
lea plus indue uts du pays. 
Ce font )'ex Lieutenant­
General Tran Van Don, rex 
Lieutenant· General Ton 
That Dinh et rex Brigadier~ 
General Huynh Van CfO 
Les deuX premiers furent 
lea, prlncipaux artisans de fa 
revolution declenchee par 
I'armee Ie ler Novembre 
1963 pou r renverser Je 
gouvernement Ngo Dinh 
Diem. 

Des membres d e la 
Cbambre des Deputes ont 
demande au Gouvernement 
d'autori!er Ies generaux 
encore en exit a revenir au 
pays. Parmi cuX se trouvent 
deux generaux evinces IOUS 

Ie regime militaire Thieu 
Ky des annees 196;~1967: 
l'anclen Commandant de la 
lere Region T actique, Ie 

II Greater Nationa I Union» 
poli:y to further unify the 
nation against the enemy 
from the North. 

Brigaditr. General Nguyen 
Cbaoh Thi et l'ancien Vice­
President du Consell de 
Dir£ction de 1. Nation, Ie 
Lieutenant-General N guyeD 
Huu Co. Le general Thi fut , 
destitue en J 966, en pleille 
crise bouddhique, et Ie 
general Co. exile au debut 
de 1961. 

A l'heure actuelle, 10 
a 11 t res anciens generaux 
vivcnt comme de simples 
cltoyens. Quelques uns se 
sont retires de la vie poll­
tique, d' autres desirent ~tre 
reintegres dans I'arm~t', poUr 
pouvoir continuer a servir 
Ie pays. 

C e r ta 1 n s observateurs 
crafgnent que Ie retour des 
anciens dissidents pourra 
creer des difficultes au jeune 
gou\"ernement con s tit u -
tlonael du Sud Vietnam. 
D' autres eadment, par con­
tre, que etS offichr. 

experiment/s reprlsentent 
une force appreciable a 
utiUser pour Ie bien du pays. 
Le retour des g/neraUlt 
constitue run del aspects 
de la politique de • Grande 
Solidarite N a ti 0 n a Ie II 

preconisee par Ie President 
Thicu, Vls~nt a creer l'union 
natlonale pour faire face a 
l'agreslion com m un i s t e 
nord.vietnamienne. 

General Ngu'lffln Chanh Thi 

Visit 

Visitez 

QUANG-NGUYEN 
65. fnJ'CrNG PASTBUR SAIGON 

• Where you can find all types of genuine 

Vietnamese modern and ancient lamps. 

* VOUS y trouvereZ to utes sortes de lampes 

vietnamiennes t modernes et anciennes. 
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FREEDOM IS A ROUGH ROAD 
FOR SAIGON'S NEWSPAPERS 

By PHU sf 

And, publishers say, Some 
unscrupulous operators are 
giving extra tips to distri­
butors above the official 30 
per cent regular fee to h<lve 

, 

their own papers pushed in 
favour of those of their 
competItors. 

The Publishers Association 
held numerous m!etinls 
on this problem, but no 
solutioD has yet been found 
to control t his rampant 
competitil"ln. In desperation', 
tbey asked I, formation ML 

nister Tbien to intervene 
with government controls. 
Thien replied that he could 
not do so in what is now a 
pur ely private business. 
Many publ.iJhers are un­
happy, but 80 far, 5afgon's 
newspaper readers have not 
complained. They enjoy get­
tiDg bigger, fatter papers and 
a cboice of. 47 dailin. 

W hen Vietnam's new 
Information Minister Ton­
That-Tblen abolished cen­
sorship last May, tbere was 
jubilation in Saigon's 25 
dally newspaper 0 f fie e s. 
Man y suspended papers 
were allowed to pt.:bUsh 
again. But freedom is not 
always aD easy road for the 
press. Within two montbs, 
there were 2 Z additional 
d ail i e s compe!iog in an 
already over crowded mar­
tet. According to the Viet­
nam Publisher's Association, 
nine newspapers lost bet­
ween 13,000 (US) and 
$ 30,000 (US) as the fight 
to gain readers grew in 
intensity. Unfair competi_ 
tion, walled !ome publis­
hers. Why, they cried, some 
editors actually increased 
the number of pages from 
the usual four or six to 
twelve aDd fourteen! No 
less than balf of (he city's 
papers are run Ding the latest 
DOvel by KIm Dung, a 
knight-errant melodrama cal­
led c The Smiling Adven. 
turer·. Vietnamese readers 
love fiction aDd most dailiEs 
carry three to six serialized 
novels as regular features. 

LA LIBERTE, Ul\ CHEMIN RABOTEUX 

I 
--JlL: 
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POUR LA PRESSE DE SAIGON - Par PHU sl 

Quand en Mal dermer, Ie 
Ministre de l'Ioformation, 
M. Ton Thit Thien, abalit 
la censure de la pusse, un 
air de jubilation souffia dans 
Ies bureaux des 25 journaux 
de Saigon. A la meme OCCa­
Sion, plusieurs journaux sus~ 
pendus furent autorlses a 
reparaitre. 

Mals la liberte n' est pat 
toujours un chemin sans 
cabot pour la pre~se. En 
l'espace de deux mois, i1 y 
eut 22 nouveaux ;ournaux 
qui entrerent en competition 
avec lea 25 anciens, dans un 
marcbe deja sature. Selon 
l' Association des Propri. 
etaires de Journaux VIet­
namiens, neuf nouveaux jour­
nawe ont connu des diflcits 
variant entre 3.000 et 30.000 
US dollars, pendant que la 
concurrence pour la clienllle 
devient extremement 1pre. 

Pite encore, des cas de con­
currence detoyale ont fait 
gemir pluslcurs iditeurs qui 
Be plalgneDt que, pour im .. 
presslonnpr l~ lecteurs, cer­
tains journaux ont augmente 
leurs pages de quatre ou six 
~ I:J ou meme 14' Et tou­
;ours dans Ie cadre de cctte 
concurrence, presque la mol­
tie des ;ournaux de la capi­
tale publient Ie de r n ie r 
rom a n de chevalerie de 
Kim Dung intitule (l Le 
Chevalier Souriant D. L e s 
Vletnamiens 0 n t solfd e 
romani, et c' est ainsl que Ia 
plupart des joutnaux pubU­
ent regulierpment de trois a 
six toman~·feuilletons. Et au 
dire des edireurs, iI y a des 
confreres sans sc:rupule qUI 
donnent des pourboires sup­
plementaires aux distrlbu­
leurs, en sus des 30% de 
commission reglemtntaire, 

e! 

pour qu'on vende leurs 
journaux e n priorite, a u 
detriment de ceux des 
autres. 

L' Association des Pro­
prietaires de Journaux ont 
tenu plusieurs reunions pour 
tenter de resoudre Ie . pro­
bleme de la COD Currence 
deloyale Sins aboutir 1 au~ 
cune solution positive. Dans 
Ie desespoir, elle a fait appel 
~ l'intervention du Ministre 
de J'Information qui la leur 
refusa, alleguant qu'il ne 
veut point se meIer dans 
une affaire privee d e la 
presse.'""Beaucoup d'editeurs 
SOn t mecontents. pendant 
que, par contre, Ies lecteura 
Be rejouisBent, car ils ont 
plus de pages 1 lire, et sur­
tout Ie droit l Ufl choix im# 
mense dans Ia foret des quo­
tidiens de Saigon. 

d.labonnement en page 38 
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Comme nombre de viiles dans Ie 

mondr, Sngon dolt faite f ce act el­

lement au probleme de la circulation 
qui emplle de plus en plus. Pour Ie 
resoudre, la ite exp6r1men te en ce 
momen t des ponts aeriens pour ietons, 
comme on a u ing pour, Tokyo, 

Djakarta et dans d'autres pays d' Asie . 
Deux ponts sont en traia d'etre bads 
a la grande plal"l~ Dien Hong, eo plein 
centre de la ville de Saigon, vers lao 
quetle convergent dix rues et boul~· 

vards, et OU 1'00 trouve, entre autres. 

les haUes du march«! c / ntral de Saigon, 
la gare des chemins de fer, et la station 
centrale des autobus. Des milliers de 
pie tons se prfSsent a tout moment 
al>tour de la place. ans mentionner 

i'encombrement enorme crU par loutes 

sortes de vehicules, y compris les voi­
tures bippomobilts qui desservtnt Ie 
march ~. Plus de cioquant agents de 

la police rou tiece y travaillent en per­

manence. 

Avec la population de Saigon qui 
grossi t d 4 00.000 ames en 1955 a plus 
de deux miIl ions a pres nt, Ie nombre 
des voltures, vehicules motorises et 
b lcyclettes augme nt~ dan, u oe pro. 

portion fa nta.lique. En 1955 it y avait 
20. 0 00 automobile dans la cite, aU­
jourd'hul on en Comple p lus de 850 .0 00 . 

L 'annee derniere, plus de 15.000 acci­
dents de circulation furent e.nregistres 

dans la region metropo li taine de 
Saigon, falsant 227 morts. 

Deja, i1 y a des critiques accusant 
les ponts d'avoir nul a la beaute du 
square. Certains dlstnt: a. Ces pOnts 

sont tl'OP hauts. Comment les vieilhrds, 
les femmes enceintes et les porleurs 
de lourds fardeau ' pourront-ils les 
franchlr ? D II est u autre problem e 
que les IDgenieurs n' ont jamais prevu. 
Les poa feront l'objet d'un jeu des 
plul dlvertissants - regarder les bellts 
jeune. flil es en mjn -;upes dealll uler 
Hl-dessus, ce qui oe eODtdbue qu'~ 

enc mbrer da vantag la c ircu laHoe. Oil 
eo est Ie bu t de ees ponts? 

• One of the Iwo overhead pedestrian footbridges built at Olen Hon g ~ q ua c e in 

the heart of downtown Saigon. It is s till no t complete d , waitin q fr r the cons ­

truction of the second one which lillks the other end (If the ~ qu a re tJ th e 

.,igon central market in the background. 

• L'un des deux pants Mi tis a la place D 'en Ho ng , au centre de Saigon. Un 

autre ronnt, en train d'etr~ construi!, reliera i'Jutre bout du square a march e 

central de Sa igon, a I'arriere plan. 

:FO TBRIDGES ANn ~IJNI S1{J ' S 
By TRQNG NHAN 

PONTS ET 

Like mar. y CIUtS in he worl 
SAigon is faced with an ever wor~e­

ning tra'fic problem :10· m an effort. 
to solve it, tbe cilY is fxperimenting 
with overhead pedestrian footbridge~ 
such as are already m use in Singapore, 
Tokyo, D jakarta and oth ~ r places in 
Asia. T wo footbridges are being bUilt 
at famed D .en Hong Square in the 
hfart of down-town Sa'gon. Around 
this square, where teu :;treets conveqre, 
is the Saigon Centt:'dl Market, the 
Rail way Station and bus depot. Thou­
sands of pedestrians swarm acroSs at 
eight zebr crossings not to mention 
the a ufe congest ion caused by vehicles 
and bors~-d.rawn carts serVicing tbe 
market. Over fifty traffic police are 
00 reguJ r duty in tbis square alone. 

Along with the population of 
S !gon whJc has soared from 400,000 

in 1955 to Over two millloD, there has 
been a fantast ic increase in the num­
ber of vehicles, motor cycles and b i-

M INI .. JU P E S 
cycles. In 1955, for instance, there 
were 20,000 automobiles in the city -
today, there are over 8 5 0,000. Last 
year over 15,000 motOr accidents were 
reported in the Saigon me tropoli tan 

area, res(lltil!g in 2 27 fatalities. 

Already the e is crit iCism that 
these two f 'ol b r i gfS may ~poi\ the 
appfaral ce of the square. One citizeD 
said : « These bridges are goiog to be 
too high. How are old pfople, preg­
nant women and peddlers with heavy 
loadS goiDg to ma'lage ? " Also, tbere 
could be one probll'm the enginEers 
did not anticipate. Tuese br idgls may 
become the scene of an exciting spec­
tator sport - walchl g beautif ul giria 

in miniskirts trip daintJly acr S8 which 
could contri bute to more traffic con­
gestion which surely i Dot why they 
are being bUll In tbe fust p lace. 

19 



THE RED CROSS AIDS REFUGEES * 
QUANG NGAI, VIETNAM - For 60,000 Vietnamese 

who havE\ flEd Viet Cong terrer in Quang Ngai Province, 
Red Cross workers provide food, shelter, sanitation 
and medical care. Together with It team of specia­
lists from the American Red Cross, these workers 
distribute food and provide care for refugees in 40 
camps. They are all volunteers. In the near future, Red 
Cross wOl'kers will extend their efforts into neigh­
bouring Qcang Tin PrOVince where another 25,000 
refugees need help badly. 

QUANG "GAl, VIETNAM _ Pour i les 60.000 habi­
tants de la province de Quang.Ngai qui ont fui la, tel'. 
reur Viet Cong, 1a Croix Rouge Vietnamienne leur 
apporte une aide active en leur procurant vivres, abris, 
80lns sanitaires et medicaux. Une equlpe.~de specia\Jstes 
de 1a Croix Rouge Amel'icaine, tous des volontaires, 
participe a cette reuvre qui s'opere dans 40 eamps 
de rMugies. Bientot 1a Croix Rouge etendra sas acti. 
vltes dans 18 province voisine de Quang Tin ou 25.000 
al.dres refugies attendent un secours urgent. 

Recrea tion 
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LA CROIX ROUGE AIDE LES REFUGIES 

• A former tailor turned vocational instructor for the Vietnamese Red Cross teaches 
a pretty Vi etnarnese girl the art of sewing on a modern machine. The clothing she 
makes will be distributed to needy refugee children in a nearby camp. 

• Un tailleur devenu un instructeur de la Croix Rouge Vietnamienne enseigne a 
une jeune lille I' utilisation d'une machine a coudre moderne. Les habits confectionnes 
par la jeune fille seront distribues aux enfants nect$siteux d'un camp de re/ugJes voisin. 

• A priest supervises refugee students who learn 10 type in a vocationlll clllss 
sponsored by the Vietnamese Red Cross lind operated by a local church at Binh 
Son, in northern Quang Ngai province. Voclltional instruction is tied to job requi­
rements needed in the province. Carpentry, welrling, livestock reising, sewing Iilnd 
auto-mechanics are among the course taught. . 

• Un pretre suit Ie travail d'un qroupe de j.unes re/uaies qui apprennent la 
dactylographie, une des classes professionnelles p • • ;v les re/ugiea, patronnee par la 
Croix Rouge Vietnamienn~ et I'ealise de Binh So~, dans la province de Quang Ngai 
L'enselgnement profe!sionnel tient compte des bes!)i s specifiques de la province. La 
menuiserie, la soudure, I' elevage du betail, la coutu ..... et III mecanique automobile lont 
parmi les matieres enseignees. 

• The Vietnam(se Red Cross helps the parents of these healthy children to start a 
new life in a new village northwest of Saigon after the entire gloup of 214 families 
fled the Viet Cong for the fifth time. Originally the village migrated from N~rth 
Vietnam in 1954 rather than live under communist rule. Red Cross help prOVides 
building tools and materials for the new settlement of Vinh Son. 

• La Croix Rouge Vietnamienne a aide les parents de ces enfants a rebatir une 
nouvelle vie dans un nouveau village au nord-est de Saigon. Ces gens appartiennent 
a un groupe de 214 families qui ont fui Ie Viet Conq pour la cinquieme lois, la 
premiere etant la -fuite du Nord Vietnam en 1954. Ces familtes forment maintenant 
Ie nouveau vil/aae' de Vinh Son COr slruit avec des materiaux et un equipement fournil> 
pdT la Croix Rouoe. 

• A sma" boy lies painfully on II board while a Red CrOll worker lind an Ameri­
can Red Cross specialist lance a boil on his back. Two.man teams visit each of QUllng 
Ngai's 40 camps once every two weeks for out-patient clinics. Serious cases are sent 
to the province hospital. A major job of the Red Cross medics is to provide health 
informatIOn and special diets f"r under-nourished children and elderly persons. 

• Un garr;on souffrant est snigne par un medecin de la Croix Rouge Americaine, 
~Ide par un membre e la Cro x Rouge localp.. Des equipes de deux hommes chacune 
visitent les 40 camps de re/ugies une fois to utes les deux semaines pour soigner 
./es ml'ades a domicile. Les cas serieux sont traitth dans I'h6pital provincial.· L'une 
.ees princir>a/es taches des medecins de la Croix Rouge est la vulgarisation des 
preceptes saMtalreS et I' administration de dietes specia/es aux enfants et p~ rsonnes 
agees $ous-alim, ntes. 
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