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Dear Air Force Next of Kin 

Since our last newsletter we have received new information on a number 
of different topics which we want to pass on to you. 

The attached latter from Mr. Paul C. Warnke gives a good run-down on 
,hat the Department of Defense Prisonar,of Wal: Policy Conunittee has 
done since its formation last sununer. 

We want to assure you that; the .we1fare and release . .of Alneric;anprisoners 
will be given a bigbpriority in peace talks ,between . ,the United States 
and North Vietnam. Am1;!assador Harriman, who heads tbe Alnericart delega­
tion, bas worked tirelessly. over the past two years in bebalf of missing 
and captured personnel and has an excellent background in tbis subject. 

During 1967, the already limited flow of letters from prisoners in North 
Vietnam decreased sbarpty. Nearly all letters received by the next of 
kin were brought out by American pea,ce grO\lps and, othervis.itors. As 
tbis pattern became <;lear, our government brololght diplomatic and other 
pressure on North Vietnam to allow a la:t;ger mail flow •. In Februal\Y 1968, 
Air Force next of kin received the llilrgeSt; mllllber of letters fro\ll,Pl;'is­
onersever received during anyone month period. All letters,appeared 
to have been fot;'larded directly from Hanoi ·chrololgh .inter,national mail 
c.hannels, Ourgover~nt will contin\le to press for adequate mail facil­
ities for all prisoners in Southeast Asia. 

EarliLer this year, the American Red Cross (ARC) sent a conunllnication to 
the North Vietnamese Red .Cross asking its coo,pel:ation .in /iln effort" t_~ .. 
prov:l,demedical aid tos1.ckor wounded Alnerican prisoners. . Tl\e,ARC:· • 
offered' to send relief :paokets of medical items which could be, uaedby 
the prisoners. Up to this, date, no reply has been received .. , 

'Fhe Internat:lonaiL'Conunittee of ,the Red Cross (ICRC) has continue<lto 
make numerous,:!lmspilction visits to ,prisoner of WIilIl ~elJlP~ ,afilm:Lniscered 
by,'.Bout:h,Vietmam.: Suoh,visits include.pr:l.vate eonvenaUons with pris­
onere, . inspections bY's,doc:tor, IInli.checkson.confilitions of treatment. 
The',i[CRC slso, vis:1ted,oap/!ured North Vi!iltml\meae seajU8n before three of 
them wen rflturned,to,Hanoi on,29 March 1968." Neither the Hand,liluthor­
·ities, .. p:or the,l"iat Cong have Permitted v;f.s;i.tll' by the ICRC or any,other 

intermediary to or other prisoners. 



From time to time, prisoner films are shown on television. The fUms 
are purchased by the networks from private sources and are normally 
aired on the major news shows, such as Huntley-Brinkley and Walter 
Cronkite. We have asked the networks to please let us know in advance 
when such a film is to be shown so that we can advise concerned next 
of kin to watch. Many times they have passed this information on to, -
us, but, unfortunately, there have been instances where tg~Yl' have not. 
We have also asked the networks to release copies.of 'prisonetr films to 
us so that we can forward them to bases 'near concerned next of kin for 
viewing. Generally, the networks will not release copies until after 
the films have been broadcast. To expedite matters, the Air Forca-is 
now copying films directly off the air at time of broadcast so"that ~' 
can be more responsive in getting them to the bases for viewIng by the 
next of kin. 

There have been several instances where relatives of our missing or cap;" 
tured personnel have called my office at'Randolph and have asked to 
speak to me or to Major Gratch" Chief of the Missing Persons Branch. 
When we are here, we are very haPPY to talk and give you any information 
we, can. On many occasions we' are out of the office, sometimes for a 
considerable period of time. Major Gratch has two highly qualified assis­
tants, Major Carleton and Mrs. Backner, who can help you when we are not 
available. Both of these peop,le have a great deal of experi,ence with the 
problems of the neltt of kin and are thoroug/1ly familiar with. each case. 
They will be glad to help you and you should have no heSitation in ask­
ing them your questions concerning your missing or capturep relative. 
If your question relates specifically to a casualty aSSistance problem, 
such as benefits, movement ,0.£ h.ousehold goods, and the like, you should 
contact your local casualty assistance officer. If he cannot resolve 
your problem, he will contact either Lt Colonel Gaberman, Chief of· the 
Casualty Assistance Branch, or his assistant, Master Sergeant Morgan. 

Well, ,that about covers it for this news,letter. We will continue to 
advise you of new development.s as quickly as. possible. 

Sincerely 

. j ~C01_l' "'" 
hief, Casualty Division 

Directorate of Personnel Services 
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