
,!~ 

iJ! ...• · ... " ..... ., 
,'! 

~,i"ri· ' 
DEPA"t'ENT ~F THE AIR FORCE 

HEADQUARTERS UNITED STATES AIR FORCE 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 

USAFMPC (AFPMSC) 
RANDOL.PH AFB TEXAS 78148 

Dear Air Force Next of Kin 

21 October 1969 

During the course of our recent briefing trips around the country, and 
in conversations with many of you, we have often been asked to establish 
a method which would enable wives and families of missing and captured 
members to contact one another. We have not been able to furnish names 
and addresses to those who have requested them since many next of kin 
desire complete anonymity and do not want their names released to anyone. 

To enable each of you to make your own decision about establishing contact 
with others, we are initiating a new program. We have asked 23 wives of 
missing or captured Air Force members to act as area contact representa­
tives for the metropolitan area and surrounding territory wherein they 
live. Each of these wives volunteered to act in this capacity and was 
sE!lected based on a previously expressed interest in seeing such a program 
establiShed. 

Those wives or families desiring to establish contact should write to the 
representative nearest them, expressing an interest in contacting others 
in the same area. On receipt of such letters, contact representatives 
will forward names of others who have written expressing a similar desire. 
All names and addresses of contact representatives are included as an 
attachment to this newsletteT: ·Those who have a desire to discuss' or 
correspond concerning mutual problems may do so, while at the same time 
the wi she's of those who want to preserve, their privacy will be respected. 

Designatlon of these contact representatives is not an attempt to estab­
lish a formal organization, nor have those who have agreed to serve in 
this capacity acquired any official or semioffic,ial status. Eachhas 
agreed 'to assume responsibility for administrative details and expenses, 
and is 'acting solely out ofadesii)re to bring together and provide re­
assurance'to those who are in a mutual, difficult situation, 

We would like to acquaint you with a new code word which you will be 
hearing in the future,:'l!rspecially if you travelb,y space avaHable ,military 
aireitaft, From now 'GtJ:.:' a(~:L.y",ur space availaMe : travel will be identified 
by thQ' cGde word "COIN ,ASSIST ,,t,t,., When ,checMng'., in, for a fligp,t. ,.",dvise that 
you';'a:ite' a "COIN ASSIST", travele!r ,.: BaSiS\p.\II'!!:<rui\liIel w,ill prov., eve!ry possible 
courtesy and,as·sistance and move'ybu".:a8.f~1Pe!Ititiously as poTble, and every 
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effort will be made to insure that your travel is accomplished without delay, hindrance, or discomfort. To insure success of this policy, your letter requesting space available travel should identify the name of the base from which you plan to depart. If you are a foreign born wife traveling overseas, also advise of how you plan to travel to the aerial port of embarkation. 

A next of kin briefing to be conducted by personnel from this office, with a filmed presentation by representatives of the Departments of State and D~fense, has been scheduled for Tinker Air Force Base, Oklahoma, at 1:00 p.m., 30 October 1969, in the Officers' Open Mess. Individual invitations will not be sent, and it will not be necessary for you to contact this office should you desire to attend this session. However, we emphasize that the briefing is only for primary and secondary adult next of kin, and any travel arrangements and expenses are the responsi- , bility of the person attending. 

There have been many inquiries relative to family members either visiting or writing the North Vietnamese and National Liberation Front Delegations in Paris, and a major portion of the last newsletter was devoted to this subject. We want to' report that, to the best of our knowledge, no one who has visited or written one of the delegations has thus far received a reply containing information about their missing or captured relative. We will continue to keep you posted. 

No prisoner mail has been received since the letters that were carried back by the peace activists who escorted Captain Rumble, Lieutenant Frishman, and Seaman Hegdahl from Hanoi to this country.!n,Aug.l.lst 196.9. '. It is our sincere wish that more mail may be received by the families in connection with. the forthcoming Christmas/New Year's holidays, hopefully sooner. Also, ·if the North. Vietnamese hold true to form, season's greetings type messages broadcast over Radio Hanoi can be anticipated from a limited numper of Air Force and Navy prisoners, You will be. intere.stad to know that the State Department,.,De.partment of Defe,nse, and"the PO.Bt Office Department are pre­sently considering the feasibility of a Christmas package pregram, and .we will notify you as soon as more information is received, 
There is'i 1m interesting an .. !;, factulll arUcle pertaining to prisoners of war in the Oatoher 1969 issueof·.the AIR FORCE .. AND.SPACE DIGEST magazine. ·.Arrangeme .•.. · .. ·.·.'.have al. read. y been·.n\acr;-fQ~tO""'be furnishem sufficient c.c;>pies ,of the ar.le 'so that. each o·f, you Gan be provided with one. We hope to 'rllceive till' copies. pr.1cl>r, to"publication of the next lIewe1etter • ... 




