A

5

AN

DEPARTMENT OF STATE
FOR THE PRESS No. 373

DECEMBER 11, 1969

MINISTER HABIB'S OPENING STATEMENT

Following 1s the text of the opening statement delivered by Minister
Philip C. Habib at the Forty-Sixth Plenary Session of the New Paris
Meetings on Viet-Nam, December 11, 1969,

Ladies and Gentlemen:

In recent weeks your side has sought, outside of these Plenary Meetings,
to persuade the world that you are seriously seeking a negotiated settle-
ment of the war in Viet-Nam. You have spoken of your goodwill and serious
attitude and of the reasonableness and correctness of your proposals.

We continue to hear the same demands for unilateral action which you
have been making for the past ten months. We see no signs that your side
1s prepared to take any steps of its own to match actions by our side. We
hear only more strident language.

You cannot convince us here, or public opinion at large, of your desire
for genuine negotiations by protestations of goodwill alone. This is a
clear case where actions speak louder than mere words.

For example, you constantly claim that you came to these meetings with
what you term "goodwill and a serious attitude." Tt is worth examining
what goodwill and serious attitude consist of.

Normally, in international negotiations, goodwill means the following
things: to present reasonable proposals; to listen to the proposals of
others; to discuss one's own proposals and to explain them; to discuss the
proposals of others and to ask for clarification; to be ready to deal with
all parties; to be ready for give and take; and to reach an agreement to
which all parties can honorably adhere.

By any normal standards, therefore, you have not yet shown here either
goodwill or a serious attitude, You have made unreasonable demands and
insisted that we accept them before negotiations can begin. You demand
actions on our part with no indication-of what you are prepared to do.

You have rejected our positions out of hand and refused to discuss them.
You have refused to deal with the Govermment of the Republic of Viet-Nam,

even though you originally agreed to do so and even though that Govern-
ment has agreed to meet with you without any conditions publicly or privately.

These, I submit, are not actions which demonstrate a serious attitude.

Your words and actions diverge also when you claim to accord "humane"
treatment to our prisoners of war,

\\‘ Here agaln there are standards by which one can define '"humane" treat-
MQE. In addition to adequate diet and medical care, and the absence of
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As President Nixon said in his press couference on Monday, we are
waiting for g serious proposal from your side. 1In the meantime, we have
a4 plan for the orderly reduction of American forces in Viet -Nam and for

working,

Ladies and gentlemen, our side Poses no obstacle to full discussion of
all issues and all proposals, We are ready for serious negotiations on

the basig of actions to be taken on both sides, The next step is up to
you.
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AMBASSADOR HABIB'S OPENING STATEMENT

Viet—Nam, Decemb

Ladies ang Gentlemen
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to address today is the question of pPrisoners

S traditionaj holiday Season, a season for

family reunions and celebrations, thousands of fanilies are troubled over
a relative missing or Captured in Viet~Nam. This is a tragic

Ssituation, not just becayse family members are missing at this holiday
also because the families" unncertainty ang anguish is go
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Conference in Istanbul last September, hy
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public opinion.

and gentlemen, there are two questions before us, first, the
stion of humanitarian treatment for the prisoners Your side
ndly, the repatriation of ai) Prisoners,

first question,
On the second qu

your
estio

side'sg Position does not conform te normal

n, your position 15 unreasonable.
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erstanding of American publie opinion. No American can
condone your side's handling of the prisoner guestion. Your denial of the

Ladies and gentlemen, I call on your side to liye up to the inter-
nhational standards for the treatment of those who are missing or held
Prisoner in Viet-Nam, This humanitarian issue should be dealt with
Separately from the pPolitical and military Guestions we face in the Paris
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AMDASSADOR HABIR'g SUPPLEMENTARY REMARKS

Followinq is the text of supplementary remarks by Ambassador Habib

at the FortY‘Eiqhth Plenary Session of the New parig Meetings on Viet~Nam,
Decembey 30, 1969,

Session, 1 Suggest yoy review it gng hopefully thereby gain an accurate
View of the US position and proposglg

settlement, Our previoys Statementg are quite clear ang ur proposalg
Te€asonable, g

Having said‘that, today 1 wigh to return to the question of Prisonersg
of war.

on POWg wholly unconvincing. In any case, as 1 gaigqg in my Statement earlier
today, we deal here not only with & technica; legal-question, We deal with
questions of decent and humanitarian treatmen~ which the international

about a33 the peq withoupt delay instead of informally Providing a few
nam?s, in a Piecemeai fashion. Are yoy Prepared to take thege two Steps?

Negotiationsg for the release of all prisoners'of War on bhoth sides, pag
I saiqd €arlier, ye 5€€ no reagon why thig cannot be done. we have today
bProposed immediate discussions of all Questions affecting Prisoners of
war, including both thej, treatpent and theji- €arly release, The begt
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AMBASSADOR HABIB'S SUPPLEMENTARY REMARKS

Following 1s the text of four Supplementary rena;ks by Ambassador
Philip €. Habib at Fifty- Third Plenary Sesslon of the New Parig Meetings
on Viet -Nam, February 5, 1970. : - .

We have Sought from the beginning of these meetings tgo discuss in
meaningful ways all the basic issues lnvolved. The prisoner of war
question is a basic issue in thege Paris meet ings, 1t 1s not a Propaganda
matter. It is g serious humanitarian question ag well as g questiorn of
your legal obligations, It is not g question to be @voided a5 you have
8ought to avoid it today by wild charges and evasions of the basic const .-
derations and obligations involved, -

There are eéssentially three aspects in the Prisdner of war question.
First, the treatment of Prisoners of war while they are detained; Second,
the release of sick and wounded prisoners of war; third, the release of a]1
other prisoners of war. None of these questicong needs await 4 resolution

Your side clagims to treat prisoners of war humanely. Now what does
"humane treatment' megn? Both in the 1949 Geneva Convention, and apart

from it, the world community has demanded that humaneitreatment'of Prisoners
of war include the following:

1) Identification of and accounting for 411 Prisoners;

2)  That a1} Prisoners be Permitted to cormunicate with their families
on & regular basisg ]

3) That seriously sick and wounded Prisorers be promptly repatrigted;

/' 4)  That impartial observers be permitted to verify that Prisconers
’ of war are being treated humanely,

Your side has not | . > these
Your side has not even been’Willihg to discuss he application of these
standards of humane Lreatment, TLet ug take just one Oof these standards
of humane treatment. Let us take Just one of these Standards at thig time.
That is the identification of all prisoners of war,

We have made available lists of all prisoners of war in our hands,
Your side refuses to give the names of the pPrisoners of war you hold,
The question is: are ¥Ou prepared to do as we have done and Provide the






