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PRISONERS OF WAR

INTRODUCTION

In its handling of prisoners of war in Viet-
Nam, the United States Government has placed
great emphasis upon proper treatment in ac-
cordance with its responsibilities under inter-
national law and its desire to insure equal
treatment of its own personnel captured by ene-
my forces. North Vietnamese and Viet Cong
forces captured in South Viet-Nam are detained
by the Government of South Viet-Nam in PW
camps inspected by the International Committee
of the Red Cross where they are given the
decent treatment reguired by the Geneva Con-
vention Relative to the Treatment of Prisoners
of War of August 12, 1949. Sick and wounded
prisconers have been repatriated toNorth Viet-
Nam .as the convention requires, and others
have been repatriated or released in South
Viet-Nam, in the hope that our adversaries
will reciprocate,

The United States Government repeatedly
has appealed to North' Viet-Nam and to the
National Liberation Front to treat prisoners of
war humanely and to respect the requirements
of the Geneva convention by which they are
bound. On July 17, 1967, the White House is-
sued a public statement calling upon the Na-
tional Liberation Front and North Viet-Nam
to permit impartial inspection of allprisoners
and to repatriate sick and wounded prisoners.
The statement reiterated our desire foranex-
change of prisoners and emphasized that the
United States Government is willing *‘to discuss
such exchanges at any time and in any appro-
priate way, using 1ntermed1ar1es or directly,
by public means or privately.”’ :

Despite our best efforts, however, both North
Viet-Nam and the National Liberation Front
refuse to observe the Geneva convention pro-
visions. They have not yet agreed to repatri-
ate sick and wounded prisoners, Their claims
of humanitarian treatment of priscners cannot
be verified because meutral governments or
humanitarian agencies are not allowed to visit
the prisoners or to inspect. their places of
detention, The great. majority of American
prisoners have been isolated from every con-
tact with the outside world,

In the past 2 years there have been several
incidents of abuse of American prisoners of
war, including the reprisal murder of three

captured U,S.
1965 and the parade of Americanpilots through
the streets of Hanoi in 1966, Recéntly there
have been indications that other U.S, personnel

" detained by the enemy are not being treated

humanely, This spring several U.S, prisoners
of war, in an apparently dazed condition, were
publicly displayed in Hanoi, and there have
been a number of broadcasts of alleged ‘‘con-
fessions.’’ :In South Viet-Nam there have been

servicemen by the Viet Cong in

more murders of U.S, soldiers captured by the -

enemy, and on June 15 the Viet Cong ‘‘Libera-
tion Radio’’ implied that Gustav C, Hertz, an
American _
Development (AID} official captured in 1965,
had been murdered as an act of reprisal,

(NOTE: Prince Norodom Sihanouk, Cambo-
dian Chief of State, announced on July 31, 1967,
that he had received a letter dated July 19
from the NLF declaring that Gustav Hertz and
AID officer Douglas Ramsay were alive,)

The United States Government has formally
protested the atrocities committed against 1,85,
personnel detained by the enemy, and many
governments and statesmen have intervened on
behalf of U,S, prisoners, A United States pro-
test, sent through the International Commit-
tee of the Red Cross on March 24, 1967,
conveyed the strong feelings of the American
people on this matter, It stated:

““For some time the North Viet-Namese
authorities have made statements both public
and private to the effect that their policy re-
garding treatment of American prisoners of
war is a humane one. Because of North Viet-
Nam’s refusal to permit representatives of a
neutral country or the International Committee
of the Red Cross to visit the American pris-
oners, as required by the Geneva Conventions
of 1949, and because of the restrictions that
North Viet-Nam has imposed upon the rights
of the American priscners under international
law to correspond with their families, it has
not been possible to verify the North Viet-
Namese claims of humane treatment,

“‘In recent weeks information has come to
our attention which casts the most serious
doubts upon the North Viet-Namese statements
that American prisoners are being treatedina
humane fashion., We have reluctantly come to
the conclusion that some of the U.S. airmen
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