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Tilis document is the inltial historic?l record of E CO~I?" r;y (Lone 

P..anee Patrol) 20th Infantry (Airhorne.). This UJ,it Has orcaniu'd on 25 

Septp.mber 1967 and the major events of it's trainine and opC'rations have 

b('(~n traced . 

E Company '..Jas formed \oil thin South Vietn3m from "in cOllr,t.ry" assets. 

The orir:inal personnel fill ,;as comprised for :the most pnrt of comhat 

veterans, pFi r ticularly in tbe non-conuni::sioDeo officer rRI1}:s. 1[j -9 entire 

CO~T.pany ~.;ent through an intensive tr.?ining program prj ur to being eiven 

missions by I Field Force, Vietnam. At the same tir,}e all of th", necessary 

eQuipment for the unit was being requisitioned and [~iitl:e red frol'1 various 

supply sources both in and out of cOlmtry. 

T'1E' cOf'!pany has thus far performed mis sions \oIi th 1st J:lrit;Rde , lOlst 

Airborne Division, Lth Il"~antry Division, and B Company, 5th Special F,n'ces 

Group (Airborne). It has extensively tested Long Ranee Pa trol techniques 

in a variety of situations. It ras both vali oated existing Lone Range Patrol 

doctrines and established new techniqUics. On numerous occassior:s this unit 

hRS d(>rtonstrated that it can insert patrols into areas of known enemy 

locations witholit being detected. It has also repeatedly ltie;nonstrated the 

ability to extract a pc.trol that has been cO"lproJllised and is uncer Ere 

r(,rardless of the e:1effiY activity. These capabilities pe~mit the co:"any 

to i,,~<?rt and extract patrols at 1-1ill, lind ::;reatly er.hances their value as 

intellie;ence eathering sources. 

Operations have also beem run in a variety of terrain, fro,., c-o",stal 

junf. le to he2VY mount~ins. 

In S llJflT1a.ry, this unit has establjshed itself in an extre:l. 'Z'l~r short 

period of tiTle as an elite) profps sional , lon~ ra~.::e pa t.rol '.lr.i t. 
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CHI;?I'I :!, I 

ORGANIZATION Am) ADMnnSTRA'l'ION 

SECTION I 

mSSION 

E Company (Long lWnee Patrol) 20t.h Inf:1.ntry (Airborr e) [j:1.S the fol -

lowine missions: 

a. To provide l one ranC'e rcconnaiszance, surveillance, and 

target acquisition patrol capabilities to I Field Force, VietrEm (IfYV) 

b. To proviae personnel and equipment to train, administer , 

plan for, and employ patrols as directed . 

St;CTION II 

PERSONNFL 

tinder Hodificd Table of Oreanization and Equipment C:':'OS) 7-lS7E 

• 
this unit is authori zed a total strenbth of two hu:odr",d t>.-enty- one eD-

i listed men and nine officers. Since the company w~s organized it has 

been kept at close to one hundred percent authorized strength. Factor s 

in personnel strength affect i ng the unit performance have been limited 

to r ank r ather than per sonnel shortage. 

S:SCTION I 

COY.ir.AND POLlCnS 

This company habitually employs t,ro patrol platoons I't a time, with 

the other tHO undergoing a !Jeriod of stand d01m and refit tine a t the com-

1 
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p:;ny 'bt:SQ ca~I~. Tr.e tHO deployed plAtoons operate from a rni!"':"'. ion support 

si tc nhere they are further supported by a base radio station from the 

cOI~tmicatiors (comMo) platoon and necessary personnel from tte operations 

section. The platoons are not normally capable of providing their o',m 

security and therefore must be located in a secure area: i . e. a battalion 

firc base, Special Forces Camp, etc. 

A platoon will norn:ally employ ro more than :three patrols at anyone 

time. To cxtend the commitment bey ond this seriously taxes the available 

rE'som'ces of both personnel and equipment. 

The company has experienced considerable difficulty in obtaining ade-

quate aircraft sup!'ort for the deployed platoons. Extensive experience 

and evaluation has shown that the minimur" acceptable aircraft suppor t for 

each mission support site is tHO helicopter gunships, four helicopter troop 

• 
ships (slicks), and two 0-1 Birddog aircraft . This unit also ;-,as t ,vo Air 

Force FOM,:ard Air Controllers with two 0-1 aircraft perrr.an81'tly attached. 

S2CTION II 

TiUlINING AJIiD OPERATIONS 

This company leS activ&.ted on 25 September 1967 1.'1 Pn&.n Rang, Republic 

of Vietnam (Rv1<) and was initially attached to 1st Brieade (Bde), 101st . , 
i . Airborne Division (Abn Div). The four patrol platoons ,,.ere filled with 

pc,rsor,nel in seque,nce and phased into a special recondo course at the 

l{i li tary Assistance Cownand, Vie,tnam (HACV) Recondo School in lJoa Trang, 

RVN, at tHo Heek intervals. Prior to attending this course, cech platoon 

had a minirrrum of ten days preparatory training. After completion of the 

s!,ccial recondo conrf,e, each platoon undc!,",':ent a one Heek field training 
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lar,ds south of Pleiku, RVN. It ,.,as not until aft",r the co:n"letion of 

this ITX that a platoon ,;as declared combat ready. The First Plntoon' 

completed training and ,.;as declared combat ready on 1 D0cember 1967. The 

last platoon to complete it's traininc 'iUS declared ccr.;bat rer.d.y on 23 

December 1967. This was, in effect, E Com:,xmy's Christ-ICES present to IFFV, 

a combat ready patrol cOJ1'lpany, orcanized alOd trai"c:c from the ground up in 

less than three mor,ths. 

On 3 December 1967, the First Platoon was attached to the 1st Bele, 

lOlst Abn Div and began Operation Bao 10e in the vicinity of 3ao Loe, RVN. 

the helicopter support required for the platoon to operate in the sUe man 

patrol configuration was not available and the platoon 1,:as forced to operate 

more or less as a normal rifle platoon. The First Platoor. stayed on this 

• 
operation until 26 December 1967 at , .. hich tilne it .. -as relieved by the Secor.d 

Platoon. \'!hile the First Platoon ,ms on Op<=ration Bao i:,oe, it discovered 

numerous bivouac areas, had several contacts resultL~g in six enemy killed 

in action (KIA) and captured over twenty-five tons of rice. Eowever, an 

19 December 1967 the platoon had two United States (US) KIA 's, tho platoon 

l eader a.~d a patrol leader, as the result of a Viet Cong (VC) ar.cmsh. Th"se 

are the only KIA's that have been suffered by the con:po.n~· since it's formation. 

On 26 December 1967, the First Platoon ,ras reli i;ved by tt..e Second ?J.a toon 

which continued the mission until the termination of the o?~ration on 5 Jan-

uary 1968. Aircraft support was still unavailable and the Sec~d Platoon 

was also forced to operate in a rifle platoon confiG~ratio~. ~iring the 

time thEt the Second Platoon Has on the mission several mere contacts .,-c,d 
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r;i[,rd.ip r' s il('l'O ,-1''"'(1(', confj rr·dne the continued prE'sence of VC forces in 

t:1C 8.rcn. of operation. 

'fhe primar,f lesson le!lrr~ed durjng Operation Bao Loc was that it is 

lU1(:conomical and a ">aste of valuable assets to employ personnel ·trained 

for long ranee patrol Hork in a rl.fle platoon configuratic!':.· To be sure, 

their performance will match tha t of a.'y rifle platoon in the Army but 

they can be e:7lployed far more profitably in the role of long ranee patrols 

for uhich they are primarily trained. For this to be possible ho;1Over. 

helicopter support to the extent outlined under the n COH,vlAND IfOLICIb'3" 

~cction wust be provided. 

On 18 IX>cember 1967 the Fourth Platoon began Operation Qui Nhon, at 

"hich time it >Tas attached to B-22 Detatchment, Sth Special Forces Group 

(AirlJorne). The platoon I S prirr.ary mission \vas to recon the mountains to 

the southwest of Qui ~non and attempt to loeate a VC battalion that r~d 

the supposed mission of attacking the ammunition storage area at Ynu Tai 

(4) durine the Christmas holidays. Sevilral sightines "ere made by patrols 

but no ;-.ajor acti vi ty was discovered. Of considerable interest ,<as a 

planned infiltration of a patrol team by boat. This infiltration was 

completely planned and rehearsed but had to be called off at the last 

minute dUe cO rouch seas. This operation l~S ter~ated on 30 Dece~ber 

1967. Tne expected attack on the arrununition storaee area had not occnrred 

and it ,;as judgeo that the dan(;er had passed. 

00 30 December 1967 the Third Platoon began Operation O~sis I in sup-

port of .the 4th Infantry Division. A mission suP?ort site was set up at 

fire support base Oasis and patrols ,iere inserted into the mountains to 



t.he Dart-h','l 'st 01: Po- Lf'i- Dje renf: SlYcial FQ).~c('S C ,~n~ Hi th the r i.ssion of 

detecting enel7lY troop mOVClnent tOHards Pleiku. This was a short tel·m 

operation lasting only until .5 January 1968, The patrols that were in-

scrted made several contacts but were not able to detect ru,y large scale 

move~ent of enemy forces. Of particular interest ~s one patrol havL~g 

to be ey.iiltrated at nieht, under fire, by heUcopter. Thi.s rathel' dra-

matically demonstrated that such a tactic, uhile extremely da.nElerous, is 

possible if necessary. This also served to furthEr emphasize one of the 

basic tenets under "'hieh this unit oy.>erates, that a patrol ,lill never be 

put into a11 area from Hiuch it cannot be extracted, regardless of condi-

tions. 

SECTION III 

LOO IS TICS 
• 

l';:~en this unit ,:as activated in Phan Rang, RVN on 25 Septemher 1967, 

all of the Table of Organi7,ation ru.d Equipmerit (TOE) equipment ,;as placed 

on requisition by the G-4 supply, IFFV. These requisitions were placed 
.. 

through the 1st Logistics COlilmand depots in Cam Rahn Bay and Qui h'bon. 

i 
j 
, 

The unit reloca'ted to Camp Enari with the 4th LTJ.fantry Division on 22 

October 1967, and since that time has requisitioned all equip,:ent and 

supplies through the 4th Infantry Division Supply Office. Also, sor£ 

of the TOE equipment requisitioned by G-4, IFFY has been received through 

the 4th Infantry Division Supply Office. In addition, a number of itens 

of 702 eqUipment have been laterally transfered from other units. These 

l"tcral transfers pere arranged by G-4, Ii"FV and >,ere of considerable help 

jn enabline the unit to reach an o?erational status • 
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A rcc01;~·,Pn(~ll.ti..on to m~)dify the existins TOL: has bCf'n su'oni tt.P.rl by 

Headquarters, US Army, Vietnam (USA.'tVj With comments from this unit a-

ttached. 7ne major chanee effectine the unit mission is the increase in 

authorization of Arrrry Navy / Portable Radio Communications (All/PRC) 2$ 

radios from the present authorized t>1Cnty- eieht to forty- eieht . As stated 

clSC11here, the usual procedures to deploy tHO patrol platoons at a time 

from t1iO se,arate mission support sites. 'rhere have becm ir.st&.nccs hrrrTcver, 

Wflen three, and at one time, all four platoons were ei ther deployed or ::>eir.g 

deployed at one time. S11ch tactics create a support requirement that is 

beyond the capability of the Gommo Platoon as presently equipped. Other 

than this there are at present no serious logistic problems that adversely 

effect the accomplishment of the unit mission. 

CI'.AP1'i'R 3 
• 

J.lAJOR PROBIE M3 

SECTION I 

ENUIPHT<NT SHOR?AGI'S 

As stated in CHA?l't:R 2, SECTION III, the major equipment shortage 

effecting the unit mission exists in AlUffiC-2$ radios. This is not due 

to a shortage of authorized al101;ance but is a result of the authorized 

allOimr.ce being insufficient. Other shortages that have a much lesser 

effect are that of several i terns of test equipnent i'1 the C01n.-,O Platoon 

and the large organizational tool set in the motor pool. All of these 

i tens are on valid requisition under 02 !priority but have not yet been 
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SlXTIOlf II 

PERSON:IEL SHORTAGES 

VihE'n t hi s company ,;as ac tivated in September 1967 i t ,·ms initially 

filled to 100% strength 'by draT; down from in- c ountry aE'sets, !,rimarily 

the 1st B(1"" 101st Abn Div. This initial .fill H?_".i accol~plished by the 

end of NovcT,ber. Si.nce that time person.lel losses due to all causes 

hnve bcen filled by replacements from the USAHV npipeline~ Since one 

of t he prarequisites for acceptance on the initial fill ,laS a minimum 

of four months ret.ainability, no Date Eligible to Return from Overseas 

(DBROS ) l osses ,~re eA~ericnced unti l January 1968. Since that time the=a 

have been a number of losses, particularly in t he Non-Comrr~ssioned Off-

icer (NCO) erades, ldthaut subsequent replacements. T'nis problem will 

a?par ently become more severe in the months of April to June 1968. At 
• 

present , 4th Infantry Divisio:!, to whom t:'e company is attached for !<d-

~inistration, has initiated emergen~~ requisitions to cover all D~OS 

losses through July 1968. Replacements for DmOS losses after that point 

have been requisitioned on a normal basis. )"lso, USARV has indicated 

that Depart)~e:1t of the Army (DA ) foI"l'll 1049 actions requestir,g reassigJ1ll'.ent 

to this unit from persotmel already in country will be given favorable 

consideration. Because of these measures, the per sonnel shortage, ~hi1e 

~till serious, can no longer be considered critical. 

SEC'fION III 

HELICOP'iER SlJP?(RT 

As stated elseHhere in this supplement it is considered that "he 

mir.irnlm acceptahle helico:>tR!" support for this unit:iis two gunships and 
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sive field E~xpcrience have shoHn these fiL:-ures to be valid. The patrols 

of this C01.1pany operate on their Olm and, 'or the most part, beyond the 

range of friennly artillery support. For this reason, there must exist 

a readily available extrr.ction capability. Durine several oper<itions this 

su:>port Ins not been 2.vail"ble and consequently the patrols couJ.d not be 

Sc,veral solutions to the problem have been proposed: deploying the 

platoons in a rifle platoon configuration, limiting the patrols to areas 

of o~era tion vii thiTl frinndly artillery faDs, and cutting the helicopter 

requireMent, to name a fe\{, None of these has proved satisfactory since, 

in one "E"d.y or another, they all serious:Ly limit either the effectiveness 

and/or flexibili 'cy of the patrol o?erations. Also, helicopter support is 

• 
provided this unit On a mission, rather than a perrr.anent, basis. 7nis 

CRuses a loss of several days time at the s Lart of each operation in that 

the helicopter c::-eKS r;;ust be trained in the techniques used by the unit. 

A far mcre suitable solution wuld be to permanently attach a heli-

copter lift platoon ar.Q tHO light helicopter gul'1 sections to t:18 com;:Jany. 

This '·iould provide the necessary- helicopter support for ftt"ro deployed pp.-

~rol platoons. ~-,"f\enever it be cane necesso.ry to 6e::>loy more tha.n tHO pla-

toons at a time, the addit.i.onal helicopter support couJ.d be pro\'ided on a 

mission basis. So far, nothing in way of accoln!llishjng this has been done. 
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C), .. ; 1:::15 DIO}RJ.F'HICflL SK}:rCH 

The present co~nder of E Company (Lone Range Patrol) 20th 

Infantry (Airborne) is J-:ajor l'Tilliam H 0' Connor, who assumed com-

r·'·~nd on 19 DGccmbGr 1967. ;,ajor O'Cor.nm' received his cOlmrD.ssion 

fro!" th, Infantry Officer's Candidate School at Ft. Berming, Geor-

cia ar.<i has since cOin?letf'd the Infantry Officer Career COlusa, 

R.ancer School , Vietnanese Language Course at the United States Army 

L-:m:;uage School a t J-\ontcrey, California, and the Special Fo::-ces 

Officer Course at the John F Kennedy Special loJarfare School, Ft. 

Braee, North Carolina. He has had extensive experience in the fa::-

cast , serving previous tours in Korea, Okina1-ra, and Vietnam. ].~jor 

O'Connor is a native of Rhode Island and nresently make3 his home . . 
in Somers , COP~'1ecticut. 


