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Te TC 320. The following iWiRD ig enncunced, -

LiFCN, RICE.SD i Ru11607249 ( ) PFC E3

awerdedt " Bronze Stor Medal with "V Davice

Effective ronthl Jenuary 1968

Date actiont 27 October 1967

Theatert Republic of Vietnam

Reasont irivate First Class Lafon distinguished himself by hercic rcticns
in conmncction with military operations egainst an armed hostile
force in the Republic of Vietnam on 27 October 1967 while z2asigned

._--—-7\-!’ to the Lgmg R;teﬂ Qatrol Detachment,_l991:h Light Infaniry 3rigade,
Cn thot afternoon, the mission of the six man p~trol was to recein
In an ~rea controlled by the Viet Cong in Gia Dinh irovince nens
Saigon. 3ecausa the pntrol hod encountered two Viet Cong tra
pruvious night, Private First Cluss Lofon and his folliow tean
renbers volunt .ered to remein in the arsa to determino if threy
had discovered a Viet Cong infiltration route. During doylight
hours they were to obsorve enany activity and at nighifall to
esterblish a clendestine surveillsnce positions at 21195 hcurs
the prtrol lesder reported by radio thet the enemy could ue
heard wcving in the vicinity. 43 the insurgents approccied their
position, the patrol leader requested a concentration of artillezy
fires Suddenly, the cnenmy, using grensdes, suall arms,fire and
claymore nines attacked the six men. During the attack, Private
Pirgt Clcsa Lzfon was drzed by the explosion of a greheds, 3y
the time he regeined consciousness the Viet Cong hnd withdrawm,
four of his fellow uenmbors wers mertally wounded, the fifth can
w2s graviously wounded, and the radio commnicrtion equipment
w2s dancgeds  wftor administering first aid to the nan still
alive, he collected the rzdio enuiprent, starlight scopes, weapons,

"~ 2nd the patrol logbook which consnined detailc-d notes and
fescriptions of the avca. For over nine 2nd a helf hours,

" Private First Class Lafon calrmly comforted his dying comrnde as
tha ¥iet Cong moved around his position, 4t daylight, as a gun=-
ship helicopter flaw overhcad, he signaled with a flarce. ufter

. the mortally wounded serzesnt was evacuated, Private first Class

Lofon remczined at his position until the bodies of his comrades
were romoveds Refusing to be evacuated until ho was debrisfad,
¥rivate First Cless Lafon's voluntory aotions and excmplary
devotion to duty materially assisted the planning of combat

oparationa by providing accurate and timely intclligence inforcaticne

Yrivate Firgt Cless Lafun's unquestionable valor in close cocbat
ogainst a numorically superior hoastile forcao was in kceping with
tho high:st traditions of the military service and reflccts groat
craiit upen hiigelf, the 199th Light Infantry Brigado, and tho
United States irmy . _
authoritys Ty direction of the Preasident, undor the provicions of Sxccutive
Order 11046, 24 sagust 1962, :
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1. TC 320. The follswing AWARD is announced:

P SPECIALIST FOUR Unived States Army, 02 B, 28th I
TILRP) 4t Inr Div, APQ 36262

Bronze Star Madal with "7T" Davi:ze

Cata act‘ona 117 i1

Theater: Republis of Vieinanm

Reazon: For heroism in cormeztion wvith military operations againat an armed
hostile for=ze in the Republiz of Vietnam., Specialist Four Joycs
diatingulsbed humaslf gn;;e jerring aa a mamber of a Long Range
Patrol with Sompan t antry Division,
During the period 11-15 November 1968, Specialist Joyzs voluntarily
partizipated in a four man Long Range Patral jnto enemy held territory
whizh was wggupported by fdani.y unita., The team evaded the enemy
for three nights and rapo:tei enemy poaitions which proved valuable
in planning a largs acals :ffensive operation within the same 2rea.
On tha fourth day, the team was engagsd by intense enemy automatic
fire. Because of their competence and ability to react quickly,
tha team was abls to break contaat and call for extrasction. They
Teturnad to 5=<2 with invaluabls information of and photographs of
enemy persomnel ard vehizle traila, Specialist Four Joyse's cou-
rageous astions, initiative, and exemplary devotisn to duty are in
keeping wi*h the higbeat traditions of the military service and
reflect gresat iredit upon himsslf, his unit and the United States
Army. .

Authority: By direction of the Presidant, under the proviaisns of Exesutive

Order 11046, 24 August 1962.

FOR THE COMMANDER.
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