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1. TC 320. Tho following :.IVi.3IJ is announced. 

1.;';0:1, RICCi. .. "ll :i ::t:.116072!,9 ( ,) l?FC ~} 
':"warded •. .Bronze Stl:'.r Yledal with "V" DeVice 
~fec ti ve ",cnth. Jp.n'W.~ry 1968 
Da.te action. 27 October 1967 
7hcatcr' Republic of Vietnam 

13 JanUAIj" 1968 

Reason. l-rh.'ate First Cl~as Lafon c1istinguished hiJ:lself by heroic rctions 
in connec tion with mill tarJ operations e.ga.ins t an arr.:cd hoatile 
force in the Rapublic of Victnr.m on 27 Octobor 1967 while essier.ad -7 to tho Loog Eur.se- :"'<1.trcl DetachI:!ent,_199t.h Light Infan~r-.r 3r:.&,p.da. 
On th.'·.t ::>.ftemoon, 'the r.;ission of the su iilM p::.trol · .. o.s to rOl:k".in 
in M ".XCa. controll"d by t~le Viet Gong in Cia. Dinh .'rovlnce n"·::,r 
Sm.gon. BeCAUse the p .. ,trol hOO encountered two Viet Cong tr.e 
pI."'Jvious nif'Jlt, h-iv"-te First C"l1'SS Lc.fon and his follow t'J<:.=! 
c:eobcrs volunt-erc1 to ror.!C',in in the area to detemino if tt:ey 
lnd di3covcrcd a. Viet Cong infiltration route. During d",yliGht 
!leurs they wero to obsor-/o en~y o.ctivi ty !'!!ld at nightf.:!ll to 
cstrb',ish a cl[.ndestino survaill.£nce position. At 2115 hcurs 
tilO pr.trol 1e,,-der reported. by ru.dio that tne enemy could 'utO: 
hel'.rd uc,ving in the vicinity. i.s the insurgents appro::.ched their 
position, t11e p;:.trol lee.der roquestad a concen tro.tion of artiller.r 
fire. Suddenly, the anoey, using grcn'tdes, scall Cl.res,fire ?.nd 
cl'.;lT.lore IJi:nes attacked the six een. During tht: attack, n-i"l<'.ta 
First Clr.ss Ldon was d'.'.zed by the explosion of Il. grehada. By 
the ti.1J8 he rog~.inad consciousness the Viet Cong hr,d wi thdro.wn, 
four of his fellow wob')rs were lllOrtally \{ounderl, tho fifth can 
t{?,s ·groviously wounded, 1llln tha redio oOCCl!lic.",tion aquipcont 
w~.S n1UllZ',ged. ~ftGr adJ::inistoring first ain to the oan still 
alive, he collecte". tho r<:dio aIJ:,lipcent, s torI igh t scopes, wee.pons, 
:,.i1d tile 'O".trol lO;Tbook ;mich cont:ililec1. detail,:d nC'tea ane'. 
,lc3crlptions of tho area. For over nino and a. half hours, 

, l'rivp.ta First Class Lafon caldy coI:lforted his dying coJ!lt''\de as 
the Viut Cong Cloved around his position. At daylight, as l\ gun-
ship helicopter flaw ovorhoad, he Signaled with a flaro. ..ftor 
the; filOrt~lly ;.I(Iunnen sergo.en t WI'.S eV'I.CUated, :i'rivnte ~irst Clnss 
Lcl'on reJJ<.'.inGd a.t his position until the bodies of hiB com-a.dos 
were rOIi',ovGd. Refusing to bo evacuate'! until he W!\S dobriefed, 
~ivato First Cl~ss Lafon's volunt~zy actions ann oxeeplary 
devotion to duty I!ID. terially nssiste'l the plMning of coeb;: t 
opor,.ti(')ns by provirling accurnta anti ti.nely intelligence inforcation. 
l'riv".te Firat Cll'.ss Lafon's unquestiol1:\blo valor in close cocbot 
against a numorically superior' hostilo forea was in kc:epin" wi th 
tho h:ish~st traditions of the mili tar.; service anrl Z'Ilflocts gToat 
cro'lit upon h.L4self, tho 199th Light Infantry Brigado, and tho 
Unito~ Statos J~~ 

"uthori tyl !:y rlirootion of the irasic!ont, undor the provisions of .cJxocutiv,O 
Ord~r 1101;6, 24 ~8t 1962~ 
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DEl' ART.mI1' C' F TIlE ARMY 
HEAr~UARrERS 4TH !NFANTRY ~IVIsrON 

!PO SdIl Frall~i3JO )6262 

GE:IERAL ORDERS 
trc1{EER 6;0) 

13 October 1969 

A~ .Q.~ Tm: BR()!IZE STAR MEDAL FOR !IER9!SM 

1, TC )20, Tbe r.:lUmng AWARD is ar.n"un:led~ 

~
~~_ P SPECIALIST FOUR Uni~ed States ArmT. C~ Eo 58th I 

l .tlt In! D1 'T ~ APO .,6262 
• & Bronze Star Medal IIi th "'1" DeVi:e 

Date action~ 11_15 NgzsmC,r 1968 
rnea~ .. rl Republic of 7ie~ll8JlI 
Rea..30llJ For hero1sm :.n cor.ne"tion 111 th miUtary operations against an armed 

h03tlle for=e !n the Republic ot Vietnam. Specialist Four Joyce 
dist~lIgu!3hed ~~lf ¥'+le 3e~ng Ae a ~bor of a LOllg Range 
Patrol l(1th Cam 1m" i t ant Division, 
During e period. 11-15 November 1968, Specialist Joyce voluntarily 
parti=1pated in a four man Long Range Petrol tgto e!lem7 held territory 
llld:h VAd 1l9d~pporUd b'l Pi f! .;' y unH.s, The t.8IIl evaded the enem7 
for three nigh"3 an~ ~po:t~enem7 pos1tions lIh!eh proved valuable 
in plann11lg a large Bcale J!teneive opera~ion vlth1n the same area, 
On the ro~h ~ay, the ~am Ja.s engaged byintel1<le e!lemy Automatic, 
fire. Be~au3e of their competence and Ability to reaot quickly, 
the ~aam vas able to break oonta"t and call for extraotioll. They 
::oeturned tc G-2~tll invaluable 1nfo:,=tion of and phot"graphs of 
ellemy peraonnel and veld:le trails, Speciallit Four Joyce lS cou­
rageous s:tions. initiative. and exemplary devotion to dutl are in 
keeping \11th the high.e.st trad1t1ons of the mil1tarl service and 
reflect great ~red:it upon himsalf, hi3 unit and the United States 
A.."'"IIIY ' , 

Authorityl By dire.;tion of the P!"3~ld<!ll~9 ;.mder the prov:!.d1~ns of Exeeutive 
Order 11046, 2 .. Augu3t 19620 

FOR THE COMMANDER; 
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