IVY LEAVES IN BAMBOO

Claymore

When they wanted German soldiers to keep their distence from
the foxhole line in World War II, 4th Infantry Division GIs set out
antipersonnel mines, One standard antipersonnel mine, the metalliec é
M2AL “Bouncing Betty" flew into the air when somebody kiched it off, ?
exploded, and rained steel on mosey German night patrols, Demande '
ing all the respect of a rﬁttlesnahe, the Bouncing Betty had to
have & safety pin cautiously inserted before an Ivyman could disarm
it.

By the time the 4th shipped out to Vietnam's Central Highlands,
¢ombat troops carried the new Antipersonnel Mine M8Al Claymore,
named after a wicked Scots broadsword, Like a broadsword, the deadly
Claymore mine cut down éverything ala man's height in a 60 degree
arc, Unlike the older Bouncing Bstty, a soldier could control the
Claymorets firing with an electrical dévice. Defending an artillery
position at night, eyeballing a jungle trall for North Vietnamesse
regulars, one squeezé of the Claymorets firing handle and a 4th Di=-
vision trooper "blew away" the enemy, Fropelled by 1% pounds of ex=
plosive, the Claymore expended 700 death~dealing steel pellets for
over 50 yards,

There wére other ways to "zap" the enemy with the 33 pound
fiverglass Glé?more. One could orm it for nonwslectrical firing
and move a greater distance from the small antipersonnel mine, Only

8% inches long, 1 3/8 inches thick, and 3% inches high, it could be
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activated by pull type firing devices and trip wirss much like the
Bouncing Betty, o

The Claymore mine provided 4th Infantry Division soldiers in
Vietnam cne more weapon with whiech to survive. Like theilr prede-
cessors in World War I and World War II, no Ivyman went into Plellu

Province expecting & plenic,
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