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POW/MIA BRIEFING .. 
In the years since.official US invo'lvement in the Vietnam War came to an end and 
nearly 600 Ameri-can prlsoners of war were returned, the Indochinese governments 
have been less than cooperative in account.ing for prisoners who did not return 
and providing information on, the, missing. Within llh.elast two"year's, cooperation 
hasincreasied sign!ificantly,.yet th,ere are 2,404 Am.erican servi'cemen and 
civilians still missing and unaccounted for. in Indochina. . 

For almost 8 years .afttertihewar', theWS, g.overnme,ntmade minimal effort t.o 
collect and analy,ze"intell:igence data indicating .some Pmericans may still be 
captive; howev.er, in recent :yeal'ls,; Vietname~e·and Lao'refugeesfleeing their 
coun tr i e shav,e' broughthunctreds ,of such reportS'. 'f:here is no, quest i.<Dn that the 
Indochinese governments hav:eadditilonal inforinaUon on"Ainericans still missing. 
The US Government has very credible intelligence data that the remains of over 
400 US servicemen were recovered and withheld by the Vietnamese. The Reagan 
Administration acknlilwled!ijedthese1iacts and esitabHshed policy to resolve the 
POW/MIA issue on a priority basis. 

," Current· US Government Po 1 icy 

j'i 

The President "h,as ,assigned the highest.. national priQritytlil obtaining as fun as 
pos:s i b 1 e. am aciCount i ng'of 'Amer'icans, !st i H, ,pri saner," mi sSingor un.acbounted for·' 
in Indochin.a." He pledged to .the Nat!iona.l Leagu!e of Famil les that'!the full 
resou,r'ces of' tIiIe' United State.s Government are committed to this! effort and the 
United States. wrill take decisiv.e, aG:tionon any.,replilrt which can beconf,irmec!of 
an American.se,rviceman st,;l1 h.e"ldprisoner"'in In,doch,ina .• '" This j.ncreasein 
attenUon and resources is overwhelminglysuppoirted by the N'atio,n.ali,League of 
Famil ies, Members of Congress on a bi-partisan basis and all national veterans 
organi zat ions. 

. , ; I ': ,~ 

First priority is to obtain fhe::releaseof AilI,erloans who may still be held. 
Serious efforts are also'being made to 'achieve thie fullest possi.ble accounting, 
for the mis.sing and the return of the remains of those who died. All three 
Indochina countries have denied knowled!!le .of, any; ,Ain.ericans"still held; however, 
the governments of Vietnam and Laos discuss the live POW issue directly with US 
officials and have acknowled!le<!l the pdssibilit,.v that ,some Americans might be 
al ive in remote, areas, outsid,e their governments' control or authority. Vietnam 
and, La<Dsihavenbwagreeiil tl<rataccountiong for the mi ss i ng. is a human it.arMnhs.ue 
and ;that. they will ooopar:ate ir:J' resolvingq:t'.,Up to ,now, their coop:e,r:ation h'as' 
been' less than ,iksho.uld,b'e.;. howev~r,Aug:wstl1987 commi-tmentsJ by Deput,Y'Prdme' 
Min i ster ,Nguyen:Co Irh:at:h ',tlil PreS.i;de!n,t j'ia,,. em,i:sis,ary ,Genera~ Jlilhn Ne'ssey, 'Jr.', 
offer ,enCOUriagemenMJ\ih'at" progriE!ls$',.can)'i!lern.ade .. ·' 0,.. ,.: f" "'" 



Vietnam: In 1Q73, Hanoi released 591 American prisoners (nineo'fthem 
captured in Laos). An additional 68 Americans, str"at1ded in V'ietnam 
after April 1975, left in the fonowing year. To date, the Vietnamese 
have returned 152 remains which were identified .as Americans previously 
missing and provided a list of names of men reported to have died in 
captivity in southern Vietnam, 40 of whom were American. The remains of 
6 of these 40 have been returned. 

- Laos: Of the 2,404 total, 549 are missing in Laos. In August 1978, the 
LaOGovernment returned four remains; 2 were local people, 1 has been 
identified as a missing American and the last isas yet unidentifi·ed. 
Americans accounted. for from the 1985 excavation of a US crash site 
numbered 13. A second excavat ion took p1 ace in February 1986 at a site 
where. 14 men were 1 i sted as mi ss i ng, 8 of whom hav'e been accounted for, 
and other remains recovered are still being processed by the Central 
Identification Laboratory (CIL). 

- Cambodia: Americans 1 isted as unaccounted for in Cambodia number 82, 
primarily lost in areas controlled by the Vietnamese. Political and 
mil itary conditions have thus far precluded accounting for them; 
however, efforts to obtain information are being pursued'directly and 
through international humanitari an' or!!ja11iiati'ons. 

*Firsthand Sighting Reports from' Indochina. 

As of March I, 1988, there have been 1,030 firsthand live sighting reports in 
Indochina, received since 1975. Of these reports; 911 have been resolved; 688 
through correlation to individuals who have since left Indochina 
(returned-POW's, known missionaries, civil ians detained after Saigon fell and 
later released); 223 are judged to be untrue. The remaining 119 sightings are as 
yet unresolved and under investigation using al'l available intelligence assets. 
ThIs figure of 119 can be further divided int,o 68 de'al ing with reported 
Americans seen in a pri'so!ner situation an;d 51 of apparent Americarlsin 
non-prisoner situations. The 68 "prisoner"; reports can be separated into 62 
active ca'ses,6 where the. 'information is boo vague to be of any use. The year 
duringwhit:h,the 119 unresolved live sightings ,took place is out1inedbe10w. 

Pre-75 75 76 77 78 79 80 81 82 83 84 85 86 87 Total 
POW 23 . 8; 3 6 9 8 0 5 ) 3, 0 0 2 0 1 68 
Non·POW 2 7 2 2 7 9 3 2· 3 2 5 3 1 3 51 

i .. 

* Statistics, from Defense Intelligence Agency. 

Dip10maHc Initiatives: Vietnam <' 

Success ive,dipl'omat i.e approaches have taken place s incre February 1982, whet:! then 
Dep'uty Ass istant Secretary of Defense Richard Armitag.e 'held t,a,l ks in Hanoi. that 
resulted in Vietnamese agreement to hold four 'technical meetHlgs a year between 
the US Joint Casualty'Reso1ution Centelr(JCRC) and th:e'Vietn!Vl1ese ;OfHce for 
Seeki'ng MiSSing Persons. In the falllof 1983" Ric!hi\rd, ChHdress, 'Director of 



Asian Affairs, .Natio"al Security Council, and League Executive Director Ann 
Mills Griffiths met with Vietnamese Foreign Minister Nguyen Co Thach in New York 
to discuss a higher level of cooperation. . .... . ' 
In February 1984, a delegation led by Assistant Secretary of Defense Armitage 
and including Mrs. Griffiths, Mr. Childress and State Department representatives 
held discussions with Foreign Minister Thach during which agreement was reached 
to accelerate cooperation. Both governments agreed that resolLltion of this 
issue should not be linked to other American-vietnamese differences. Hanoi also 
agreed it would focus initial efforts on the most accessible cases and those 
listed as having died in captivity in the south. In July 1984, Vietnam turned 
over 8 remp.ins; 6 were subsequently identified as American. The JCRC held 
meetings in Hanoi with their Vietnamese counterparts' in August and Dctober 
1984 and in February 1985. 

In March 1985, Mr. Childress and Mrs. Griffiths met again with Foreign Minister 
Thach in Hanoi. The Vietnamese agreed to increase the number, of technical 
meetings from four to at least six a year. Later that month, Vietnam turned over 
the remains of 6 American servicemen, all of which were identified. In August 
1985, the Vietnamese turned over 26 remains reported to be tho.se of Americans 
and material evidence ami information on 6 otherS. This was the largest number 
repatriated since the end of active American involvement in the VletnamWar •. Df 
the 26 returned, 24 have. been ident i fi ed. 

In July 1985, Hanoi announced their intention to resolve the POW/MIA issue 
within two years. To pursue that pledge, a meetin9 took place in Hanoi on August 
28-29. Mr: Childress, Mrs. Griffiths and Lyall Breckon, Director of the State 
Department's Office of Vietnam, Laos, and Cambodi a Affairs, represented the 
United States and met with Acting Foreign Minister Vo Dong Giang. A follow-up 
meeting with the same participants took place in New York in September. The 
discussions were constru.ctive and brought increased cooperation on the issue. 
The Vietnamese provided.a two-year work plan, and the US specified supplementary 
actions they would take. One result of thjsser,ies of meetings was Vietnamese 
agreement to the joint excp.vati,on of a US crash site in November and an 
add it i onal turnover of remHns'which occurred1n early December , result ;ng in 
the identification of 7 more Americans. . 

In January of 1986, Mr. Armitage led the highest level delegation yet to go to 
Hanoi onthe issue, this time' including Assistant Secretary of State Paul 
Wolfowitz as well as Mr. Childress, Mrs. ,Grifflths and Mr. Breckoh. The 
Vietnamese reaffirmed their pledge to resolve the issue withih two years and 
announced that their accel erated efforts had resulted in information on 50 
missing Americans. Tqat number was increased to 70 following two Congressional 
delegations led by Senator Frank Murkowski (R-AK), Cha.irman of the Senate 
Veterans ~ffairs Committee, and Representative Gerald B.H. Solomon (R-NYl, 
Chairm.an of the House Task FOrce on POW/MIA's. The February te'chnical meeting 
was followed on April 10th by thereturnof 21 remains reported to be those of 
Americans, 10 of which have thus far been ident'ifi!;!d. 

" ~. . 

Following 'a brief delay by fhe Vietnamese government, techniC!!l level meetings 
were held ih June and. again in August .• ' On July 1-2, a USpolicy-leyel 
delegation!'1et in Hanoi. wi:t~ Vietnam~se Foreign Minister Nguyel) Co Thach,"Qeputy 
Foreign'Minister Hoang Bich S6n and other official s for productive discuS'Sions. 
Responding to published Vietnamese statements that the US 1 acked commitment to 
Vietnam's two-year plan, White House representative Mr. Childress, accompanied 



by Mr~.'Grj ffitns,Mr • Breckon and D~partmentV Of Defense repres~ntat ive Colonel 
Howard' Hill,USAF, delIvered an offl'cial letterwml attachment'frdriJAssistant 
Secretary of Defense Armitage whiS;h ou'tl'ihed 'oral and wr1H~n agreements 
previously reaChe<:l. Specific results were .a~follows:Technical level meetirgs 
be£ween,~Sar;ldVietnal1l'ese officials would beheld iq'August andOctpber, 
reaffi rmfng the Pattern of at.l east s Ixsuc,~, meet,ingsperyear; t he Vi e tn a'mese 
indicate.'d the~e.·.m.~et. iogs WOlll.d.,. b.e .. eSP~cial.1Y .... p.r.,tJ.'d.,uctive.; V.ietn.amese at;l.,dAmerICan 
forensic specialfsts would con~ult in Vietnam;'" Vi,etnarll would prov,ide the us 
government w'ithwritten results. of th¢ii" investigations into reports of Tive 
prisoner sig~tings; \t.iettjam WOUld., perwit I\mericanexpert,sto ac¢ompanyits 
officials on invest~gatiO,ns i(l,aCc,essi'ble areas,; specific crash sites for 
exc,avation ,woulq b,e"dlscussedat tl),e ,next ,technical meeting; Vietnam accepted 
the US invitation to again visit the CIl and JCRC facilities"in Hawaii, date to 
be determi ned. . ' 

I1QUcyrleveldiscussionsbetween US and 'vietnameseo,ffi'cialsag~int6ok placejn 
Ne,w York on October 3rd., Deputy Assistant S~cretary qf State ,John 1'1onjo, Mr,; 
C~i1qr,ess, Mrs. GriJfiths,?tat~ Depart,,!e~~Direct(),r for,Vietnam, laos and 
Cambodl.a Shep lO\\ll1an, , and Co.lorel Hlll, met wlth ,Vietnam~se Mi n 1 ster. of Sta.teVo 
Dong Gl ang and other senor 'offi Cl a,1 s for dl,$cu5s 1 ons on the 1 ive prrsoner 
issue, means of accelerating p,q)gress in'Hl1e I'!jth Vietnam' 5, tl'!o-yearplan and 
the need for fulfillment of their pledges made, in July; Minister Giang again 
stated clearly Vietnam's position th'h cooperatio'n is not linked to any 
P01,iti.ca.l co. ns. id,erations. Te .. ,ch.n.ica.l .. '.lev,el ,.m .. eet ... ings .. Yler.eal .. s9 .... he1d i.n 0. c.tober. in 
Hanq,i, followed in November bYfepat(iation"of.3 (eIl)ajnSS,ubSequently jdentifie? 
as ',American. Jrqtn the end . of 191)6 4ntiT,' 1 ate }\ugust 1987, Vi.etnam was 
unwil,li'ngto schedule technkal talks w1.th the US ... ,. , ., ,. '. '. '," , 

, • " ' f ' " 

I~ mid-~p~il of i987, pres~ reRQr~s'ievealed .~nat.preside~\'Reagari.h~d dec1ded 
t~¢prevl0us October to .name a speci a1POW/MIA 611111 sSafyto,'HanQi ,Ra'Sed upon 
eaflier.iocreases il1 cooperation 'which badslrlce" slac'k~ne9.' In FebrUary 1987, 
fQFmerC~airmanof the. Joint Chiefs of Staff Genkcil JOhh;w.' VesseY; Jr., was 
appoin,ted

i 
tQ~h,e'position, and. the US reques~e,d t~~t Vl~t)')pm'receiv~ an ,,~dvahce, 

policy l~~el ,dele~a~~.on tq es~abl iSh ~he age .. n .... ~ .. a ~~&.(t.,~.rms.,iof .. , r:e. f .. e.r:en, ce . ~b~ the 
Vessey mlSS10n. On May 26-28th, the advanc team met in Hanol with Vietnamese 
officials, including Dinh Nho liem, FWs' D~'putr'F(\r~ign' Minister.' US 
rep.r.e~entati~es ~~" Childress,.Mrs. Griffit~sflnd;Mr:' l?\'fIa~ reported. th,~t more 
work wasrequl red to en,s.ure a s uC,y,essf ill, ,Vess~,.x. ,mi ss lpn • Afteraddlt 109al 
exchari~e~ through the US and ~RV :emb~~,sie's ir~!an~'kok,Gen~r~l, VesseY's~is~iR~ 
was schedlll ed for A\l~ust 1.-~,rd, and~l~t,n am . qgreed I ~o }~El ,separate,buman ~,H'\V~ 
agenda pr~posed. : , "',' ' ,,' ",.... ." I . "",,, 

In add.i~ior to 9~heralVesse'y,th~. q~le9\i\d6n'in~Tuded pe~eral Robert,Ki1'9~t~,h:;, 
lls~-reJ:lreq!..fjr.st 'commal)qln~, offJcer; of,YCRF.! Mt:';, Chill:lr~ss, Mr:s·\>rir~t~.h§,.! 
Qep~ty Ass 1 stant seqret~r:y,Rf State Qav',q ~~b~~tson. Gere!" a1 ~essey:5lt1!i) It,ary 
ilsS1St,~nt ,and ,an .'. lnterptet~r., Deput-¥,,~~lIl)El ~1f'1,J st~t:/~9~eign.Mlni,ster" M~~h J~ 
Th acft ag reed to. resume cO,operptlo,o, ~,l1;.~the ,ys, fOE~,S,l, n,g f~rsti on i d i,s9r~~p,~y 
cases and those 11sted as having d'Jed ,In captivlty in'the south. TheUSa' reed 
to ,ad,dtc,ess certa,i,(I h~mani!~~ri.an"c.onC,~,fnS9,f the VieJna"1esep~.QP)e.riHr.ID~/Ml~ 
t~~'1n.l,c;.ah \fl. eet lngs. ' .. h ave. b. e~. n. i'~. e. 1. '~Ii '.AU. gU$Yi.'?~. -2. 8.' .. p. ct9peri ; 2. 8.-. 31 .... '.' J U'~il"'Y.}.'2'9 .. ""~~! 
an,d,M.at ti:1, 1~-15,", thfl ot~~t;'" hu~.an i~ad~n ,JePJ] 'I ~.omprl':;~,d 9.f 9 it,h~8~9,1~ ~n~ 
prq~~heit lCS i exper\s,i h~ 1 d91SC,US~~ OI)S Augu,st.25-2~;, NOYi$nb,e~ikl.~!i ~¥?Ma~f').~,~~il 



and March 2-5. On Septeitiher 25th,a"follow-upmeeting was held in New York 
between General Vessey and Deputy Foreign Minister Nguyen Dy"'1ien. Vietnam 
repatriated 3remai'ns on' "Sept'ember 24th;'5'remains'01'l November 25th and 17 
r'emai'nS on March 2nd. The next few mon't'hs; 'will be critical in evalaating 
Vietnam's intenti'ons regarMng the'ir agreements. 

• 
Diplomatic Initiatives: Laos , 

Following a teague delegation to Laos in 1982, the US and Laos met at a ;high 
level and agreed to mbve toward 'improved relatl'ons based on concrete actions by 
each side. The US noted that progress on the' POW/MIA 'issue wOuld b'e viewed as 
the principal measure of Lao sincerity. In 1983 and 1984, officials from the 
Departments of State and Defense, the'Nati'OrHil Security Council and the National 
League of Famil ies met frequently for pol icy discussions with prominent Lao 
offkials. 'In February 1985, Laos and the US e'Xca'vatedthecrashsite of an 
AIiH!!rican aircraft; resulting in 'an accounting fOr 13 Air' Force crewmembers. ' 

, ',< 

AssHitant Secretary of State'Wolfowit'z ahdMr. Chilldress traveled:to Vientiane 
in December 1985 and dispus'sedthePOW/MIA iS$~e'with Foreign'MinisterPl1oun 
Si'paseLJt and others; Postponementofanotl1er joint' ,excavati'on was attributed to 
the'early onset"of, tl1e"/';aih'y ,geason~;' In"'Septe'lnber 1985, a Lao'delegation 
visiited Jt;;RCahdthe Central 'Identification' Labbratory ~CIL) in Hawaii to 
discUsS' t'i!ctirHtal ques't'io'ns with US' e'Xpert'sin'these ,two organizatibns. A 
second joint excavation was successfully carried out in February 1986, and 8 
Americans missing in that incident have thus far been accounted for; other 
rema'ihs are stiHbeingprocessed bytheCIL. ' , , ," 

. " , , " , ' ,: ,', . I.; I ,-' 

PoHcy-level discussions with Laos were again held in Vientiane, July 4,1986. 
The 'delegation, led by Mr. Childress 'andincludirlg Mrs. Griff:ttrhs, 'Mr. BreckoA 
and'Col onePHi n, obtai'ned'L:ao agreen1eh1l'to: Provide'wriuen 'reports oh1noted 
discrepancy cases of Americans missing in Laos; seriously consider a unilat'eral 
survey during the rainy season, possibly accompanied by an American official; 
undertake addit ional unil ateral efforts; and resume joint excavat ions as soon as 
possib 1 e, before the /ina 01f'1986. ','I',"" ' ' 

In; an October ,.3, .1986" meet i n~!'in New YRrk, Deputy A~sistan.t ~ecretary:Monjo,\~r. 
Chll'dress, Mrs. Grifflths, ,MI'. Lolllnan and Colonel Hlll metwlth'Lao Vlce FOrEllgn 
Minister Soubanh and other Lao officials to discuss serious US concerns on the 
live prisoner issue, including written reports on discrepancy cases raised 
earl ier/'joint crash siteexbavations as pledged'andunHateral actiilns to 
i nvestigil'tei nC'ident:s known to' theT~o":government. ' , 

;f ,",( ': ',', 

A US del eg a't'i on , led by Mr. Childress and including Mrs. Griffiths and Mr. 
Lowman, met in Vientiane August 10-12, 1987 witti Lao Vice Chairman of the 
Counc il',o'~~);Mtni sters/For efg n'Mi n i s ter Phoun Si p'8$eut,a,nd 'other off; c4a15 110r 
three days,of frank discussions. Laos agreed to renew POW/MIA cooperatio,n, 
reaffirmed prior agreements, and Vice Foreign Minister Soubanhaccepted the US 
i nv itilt i on 'tq vlSn"Wash i ngtCln. Dar; hg hiS 0C'tober' 5 .. 9 vi s'ilt ," Min ist eY" 'So lIill'cinH 
announced agreernehtfora'lmeeting in"Ni'eh>t'hhe I'iMch' was'he1d November- Ill-13th. 
Concrete P0W0MIA"actions fol' the 198Y~88 dry $eason'wer'ediStus'sEldand~pecific 
commitments were reaffi rmed. On February 17th, the Lao ,r'et'urn,edJ(remai n s 
recovered unilaterally, the first such turnover since 1978. 

',,." r';'~::I"('d'l~; ~;"i·'\t,!?·;,· 



. , Other Diplomatic Initiatives 
". . .~ 

In meeti.ngs with officials of friendly, foreign governments which have. diplomatic 
relati,ons with Vietnam, theWS emphasizes the ne.ed to ,raise the POW/MIA. issue in 
contacts with Hanoi. During meetings si,nce 1983wit.h foreign.ministersQfthe 
Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN), the Secretary of State has 
asked for assistance on the POW/MIA issUl;! and,hasbeen assured that they wil 1 
continue to help in whatever way possible. In 'May of 1986, President Reagan 
again raised the need for increasedLao, and V;'etnamese cooperation to resolve 
the issue during meetings with the ASEAN foreign ministers, all of whom were 
res pons ive to his request for support. 

Prognosis 

The results of General Vessey's mission .give reason for cautious optimism. 
Current pr i or ity and poli cy have generated progress, but greater cooperation 
from the Indochinese governments is necessary. Intelligence priorities are at a 
very high level. Members of Congress ana bi-partisan basts and all :major 
veterans organizations strongly support·,US Government pol icy to resolve. this 
issue. as a m.atter of highest national priority. There is need for continued 
vigil ance to urge the Vietnamese and Lao governments which hold. the answers to 
recognize their intel1ests are best serl,(ed by responding seriously; witllout 
1 inkage to other matters, encouraged, by the American people through responsible 
actions ,and unity. 

The fullest possible accounting can be achieved only through 
government. to~government effort s, .. and cooper at i on of the I ndoch i nese government s 
is .essential. Irresponsible private, cross-border forays, attempts to intervene 
in the ,process and, unf()unded cJaims that discredit the issue all combine to 
jeopardize legiUmate efforts aAd are not ,supported by the National League of 
FamiHes. - ~ : ' 

'" *Remains Returned/Identified Sil)ce.1973 

1974 75. 76 . 77· t~. 758~ 
23 5 2' 33 

8182. 83 84 85 86 87 88 TOTAL 
3 '5 9 6 50 21 2 7 179' 

----74-75---------_-------76_78----------.---79-80----------.------81-88------
Rel ated to end US/SRV attempts Normal ization Reagan priority 
of VN War to normalize talks breakdown humanitarian 

i,: 

28 rema.ins ,47 remains, 

Note,i, 'The numb,ers' g:iv:enabove :qCil 
Americans, repatri,ated by 
&avannakhet excavati.on,.which 

. by the ,em . " ' 
, 

issue 

1 remai ns 103 remains, 

, , , :,' 1 _ , 

not ·i ncl ud,e rel1)ajl)~ .. repol'1ted t()' be., those, of 
vtetn.am, ,orothersr,.e.co,vered durin.g .the 
are st111 beinll proce.ssed forid,enti;fication 

*Statistics from Department of Defense 

March 3, 1988 



NATIONAL LEAGUE OF FAMILIES 
OF AMERICAN PRISONERS AND MISSING IN ,sOUTHEAST ASIA 

1608 K 6TREET, N.W.,WASHINGTON, D. C. 20006 12021223-6846 

BACKGROUND INFORMATIO~ 

The National League of Families of American Prisoners and Missing in 
Southeast Asia was incorporated in the District of Columbia on May 28, 
1970. Membership is comprised of close relatives of Americans who were or 
are listed as prisoners of war, missing in action or killed in action/body 
not recovered in Southeast Asia, and returned Vietnam POWs. It is a 
non-profit, non-political organization financed by contributions from the 
families themselves and donations from concerned citizens and 
organizations. The sole purpose of the League is to obtain the release of 
all prisoners, the fullest possible accounting for the missing and the 
repatriation of remains of those who died serving our nation in Southeast 
Asi a. 

The League had its origin on the west coast in the late 1960's. At that 
time the wife. of a ranking POW, believing that the U.S. Government's policy 
of keeping a low profile on the POW/MIA issue was not justified and that 
the encouragement given to the families to refrain from discussing the 
problem publicly was wrong, initiated a loosely organized movement which 
subsequently developed into the National League of Famil ies. 

In October 1968, the first POW/MIA story was released and published. As a 
result of that publicity"the families star;ted communicating with each· 
other. The group grew in strength from 50 to 100, to 300, and kept 
growing. As these developments were taking pl ace, small POW/MIA family 
groups organized to flood the North Vietnamese delegation in Paris with 
telegraphic inquiries about the. prisoners and missing men. This was the 
first major activity in which hundreds of famil ies participated. 

Eventually, it was recognized that the o.rganization needed to be 
establiShed on a more form.al basis •. In May 1970, .a special ADHOC meeting 
of families was called in Washington, D.C., during which the charter and 
by-laws of the organization were drafted. 

The, League's national headquarters opened on June I, 1970. For. the past 
fo'urteen years, the League office has been located in ren.t-free space in 
The American Legion Building, 1608 K Street, N.W., WaslJington, D.C. 20006. 

The organization is governed by a nine-member board of directors, elected 
. year,ly by the memberslJip wlJiclJ now stands at nearly 3,600. The board meets 
regul arly to de,termine policy and direction. In. addition, there are .five 
re9i,onal coordinator$ responsible for activities in multi-state areas and 
state coordinators in most of the fifty states. 

Activities and progr,ams of the organization are implemented by seven 
full-t.imeemployees. This includes the eX,ecutive director, an MIA sister, 
who is the organization's ch·ief executive officer, responsible fo,r 
management of the League and implementation of League pol ices establ ished 
by the membership and the board of directors. 

(over) 2/88 



NATIONAL LEAGUE OF FAMILIES 
OF. AMERICAN PRISONERS AND MISSING IN SOUTHEAST ASIA 

. ,i~' '. , _ J 

l'" '" 

1608 K ~'TREET, N.W., WASHINGTON, D. C. 20006 (2021223-6846: 

YOU CAN HELP 
WRITE LETTERS: To Members of Congress, urging them to help' in making the American 
people aware of . the pow/MIA issue; to offer bipartisan support for the US 
Government's current high priority on accounting for over 2,400 missing Americans and 
to oppose public'release of clas·sified live 'sight'ing reports: 

(Name of Representative) 
House, of Representat ives 
Washiftgton, D.C. 20515 

(Name of Senator) 
U.S. Senate 
Washington, D.C. 20510 

To editors of local papers, in an effort to draw responsible publ ic attention to the 
missing men and counter misinformation with facts. 

To the Vietnamese 'and the Lao, urging them to increase efforts to fU'lfill their 
commitments to cooperate fully with the US Government 'to resolve the POW/"1IA issue. 
Send your·l etters to': 

SRV Mission to the UN 
20 Waterside Pl~za, J35 
New York, New York 10010 

LPDR Mission to the I:JN 
. 820 Seco'Ad 'Av'enue, Su i te 400 

New York, New York 10017 
ilr· j )'" " 

PUBLIC AWARENESS:' Distribute factual POW/MIA information· to friends, to-workers and 
at meet ings of civic, fraterna·l ,business and veter,a.ns group-s', 

Insert current League material in national and'locial' org'an'iJzat'ion publications. 
Arrange for POW/MIA speaker's, particularly at natio\1a,l 'and' state cGlnventions and 
other 1 arge gather i figs. . ' 

Remember POW/MIAs' in appropri'ateceremonies ¥ including Veterans Day, Memori al Day, 
ChristmassetvicesandNationalPOW/MIA RecognitiOtt Day. Public Awar'en'ess Overviews 
are avail ab 1 e for advance pl ann lng. 

SUPPORT. THE LEAGUE: Help raise funds to continue this important work. As 
suggestions: 1) partfcipateiin·the ·Adoption,'Prlllgram;ind'ivldu.alS or organizations can 
adopt a mi'ssi'ng man for $5.00 a month; 2) wear a POW/MIA logo 'lape·l pin ($3'.00 each 
or two for $5.00); 3) fly a POW/MIA Flag, available from· the League' offi'o·e at $43.00 
each, prepaid. 

~ . , ' ," 

Fundrai sin'Q'note: Those 'who spo.nsor pr'ojects,to ral·se funds ·'for tAe 'National League 
of POW/MIA''Families 'shouldcornvert'any cash toohecKs before'!sending'to the office. 
The League ii's a, Mil-profitorgan:ization, tax exemptif#,23-707'l242 , j,ncl!lrporat'ed in the 
District of Columbia. '.'.' . "." ' 

IMPORl'~NTNOTE: ·eALL THE LEtAGUE UPDATE 'LINE: . 20iU659"@133,FOR 'CURRENf INF0RMATION 
24 HOURS A O'II'Y.' For more' It:1for.matio'ri'an·(f'assistance in •. ';mpl'ement:ihg programs, 
contact the' League's nat iona~ 'office,address arid tel1ellihone Hslecl above·; 

, .'; . , 
<. j 


