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“THE.WHITE HOUSE
'_ WASI_-IINGTQN.'

July 10, 1951

- I am'delighted_to send greetings, through my good .

friend Secretary Dick Cheney, to all those who

.~ are gathered for the 22nd Annual Meeting of the
National League of Families of Amerlcan Prlsoners

and MlSSlng in Southeast Asia. _ :

'”-I cannot stress strongly enough my resolve to

“obtain the fullest p0551ble accounting of those.
. Americans. “who are missing in Southeast Asia. My
'QAdmlnlstratlon is determined to bring to an end

the pain and’ uncertalnty that you and your
famllles have suffered. While we have seen ‘some

ﬁ_progress, muqh more needs to be achleved, ‘and you :

can be certain that: my promnise to you is 1ntact°_;ﬁ
resolv1nq e fate of your loved ones‘ is,
' continue torbe, a matter of" the highest
y*prlorlty. Mast‘mmportant, any. gmerlo 1S
i still beihg he! iptive;. decisive action: will be

. taken to rxeturn them home. Thls issue strikes at -
;the core Of American values, and my. Administration

will contlnue t wwork ‘with the relévant authori<
ties: untll such tlme as we recelve.the fullest:
‘p0551ble accountlng of your loved ones. a e

Through your determination and courage, you have ;
inspired your fellow c1tlzens, as well as people'
- around the world. . I.am espec1ally happy to-
commend you for the wonderful’ support that you

recently gave to the. families of our brave service

- men and women: who Were captured in- Iraq

Barbara 301ns me - 1n sendlng-best ‘wishes for an
informative and productlve series of discussions.

sGod bless you.
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VIETNAM' REPORTEDLY URGING INCREASED
POW/MIA - EFFORTS: During -meetinigs between
Assistant ‘Secretary of State Richard Solomon and
Vietnamese Vice Foreign Minister Le Mai in Bangkok, the
Vietnamese indicated strong -interest to expeditiously
resolve the remaining discrepancy cases that have been
the focus of angoing Jmnt field operations.«

U.s. POW/MIA OFFICE IN HANOL: AP and Reuters
press reports, quoting technical staff members, indicate
that cooperation in gaining access:to historical documents
and information is proceeding well. One member of the
staff in Hanoi is quoted: "Wie have received very-effective
tooperation and we hope it will continue.” It is not yet
clear whether the archival documents relate to previously
accounted for Americans or POW/MIAs. Should they
pertain to the latter, copies of such decuments which
pertain or may pertain to missing Americans should
shortly be received by the primary next-of-kin.

The presence of a U.S. POW/MIA office in Hanoi
also provided an immediate opportunity to investigate the
urgent cases of identified photographs. The U.S. office was
established to facilitate investigations into live sighting
Teports, access ‘to archival records, advance planning: for
improved ‘joint operations-and to: accelerate unilateral
Vietnamese repatriations ' of - remains. : It .is hoped that
establishing this office will bring more rapid results from
govemment -to- govemment ¢fforts-to resolve the issue,«

T
14th US/ SRV FIELI OPERATIONS CONCLUDE. The
latest round’ of joint operations recently conéluded after a

period of nearly four weeks. Teams of US/SRV specialists

were’"iin - central's “Vietnam uridertakmg incident
investigations, recoveries ‘and «su:tveysnln thig. pmcess
eyewitnessest‘are” interviewed ‘toiiobtaimiimore  accurate
information Wwhich could-lead to accotinting for the cases
under investigation, The teams; which bégan: their work
on July 17th, were met by Chief of the 1J.S. POW/MIA
Office in Hanoi, Mr. Garnett Bell, and others from the
Hanoi-based staff who joined w1th other specmllsts to
compnse the field Teams: «

LEAGUE EXECUTIVE DlR.ECTOR TRAVELS TO LAOS:
Acceptmg an--unprecedented invitation  from the Lao
Governiment, and with approval of the board of directors,
‘BRecutive Director-Anti‘Mills Griffiths departed-for Laos on
Atigust -22nd for méétings i with senior -officials in
‘Vieiitidine! The meetings are being held to discuss steps to
achieve maore rapid results in accounting for Americans
still missing in Laos.«

US/LAO TEAM CONCLUDES FIELD'OPERATION: The
first field operations in Xieng Khoang Province of Laos
were conducted just prior-to the League's 22nd Annual
Meeting. From initial reports, the cooperation was
outstanding and good results were achieved; however, the
number . of -incidents to-be surveyed/investigated was
reduced, leaving unexplored several of .the. cases agreed
upon during the April, 1991 talks in Vientiane. It is hoped
that the Lao will recognize the importance of undertaking

* investigation of as many cases in a given area as possible,

in erder to expand.results,«

g

:TECHNICAL TALKS WlTH PHNOM PENH' On August
22.23rd, the second technical round of discussions were
held with Cambodian. officials in Phnom Penh, This visit
was. in-response to. Phnom Penh’s public statements of
willingness to cooperate fully with the U.S. on the issue.
It is hoped that the talks. will lead to .developing
cooperation to account for the 83 Americans-still missing
in Cambodia, previously in areas then under Vletnamese
contro] “ R

M-ISSION- TO CHINA: On: July 14+24, 1991, former
League board member-and MIA son Joe Dunn, Jr: travelled
to China with his .cousin;::Lt, Daniel' Gallagher,. USN,
Defense Inrtelligence Agency, to pursue information:on the
‘circumstarices. of loss and ultimate fate: of: CDR Joseph P
Dunn, mlssmg since:February:14,:1968. . %

‘ :»In the absence of any government—uo govemment
(US/PRC) process, ‘and after years of personal-effort as

well as forwarding.of thousands of petitions by long-time

League'member andMI& wife Mauteen:-Dunn, the Chinese
‘Gevernment ‘granted. unprecedented: access o both Joe
unn and-Lt-'Gallagher!to-:méet with -the: two. pilots
responsiblej fatrdowning €DR -Dunn's. aircraft; They ware
:also. permitted .direct-contact with-villagers: of Hainan
Island;. where it- is beligved..that wreckage from CDR
‘Dunn’s aireraft would have drifted following;the incident.
- In.additien to obtaining firsthand information,Joe
Dunn returned to the U.8. with utensils made from
‘materials- believed to have come .from his father’s plane;
serial numbers contained on the utensils could reveal the

‘precise origin. Though both Maureen and Joe Dunn are

confident:that CDR Dunn died: at the time-of his incident,
they are-hopeful that the information gained will be ugeful
in follow-up U.S. Government attempts to possibly locate
-and return:the remains of CDR Dunn to the United States
and to his family. «



US/SOVIET EFFORTS: Assertions of Soviet involvement
in the issue of American POW/MIAs during the Vietnam
War have once again been given media attention.” On

several occasions in years past, Soviet assistance has been -

requested by the highest levels of the U.S. Government,
including in recent negotiations. The Soviets have told
U.S. officials that they have raised this matter directly with
the Vietnamese, both in Moscow and Hanoi, after the U.S.
requested  Soviet intervention with Vietnam to obtaih
increased cooperation. To date, no evidence .exists to
indicate that American POW/MIAs in Vietnam came under
Sovier. control.« .

PHOTOS 1IDENTIFIED BY POW/MIA FAMILIES: A
photograph depicting three individuals, initially reported
as originating from several sources, was identified by.the
Robertson, Stevens and Lundy families; plus two others; as
depicting their missing relatives. Investigations of the
photo, provided rto Principal Deputy Assistant Secretary of
Defense Carl Ford and Deputy Assistant Secretary of State
Ken Quinn on July 12th during the League’s 22nd Annual
Meeting, are being pursued through technical means, fleld
operations and diplomatic channels, -

' : A version: of the same photo has surfaCed on
several occasions since last fall, as have variations of
second, third and fourth-hand reports mentioning COL
John Rebertson; USAF, and LCDR. Larry:Stevens, USN. No
first hand reported sighting has been received. Significant
follow-up has taken place since "the 1mt1al source-
reporting.

Two additional photos one identified by the
Borah family as their missing son Lt. Daniel Borah, USAF,
another identified 'as Captain Donald Carr, USA, by his
family, are also receiving pnonry attention by the U.s.
Government.
Status of lnvestigations Into Photog—raphs. Deputy
Assistant Sacretary of State. Ken Quinn visited Hanoi and
Vientiane,  seeking both governments assistance in
1nvest1gat1ng these photographs

“The Vietriamese assured'Mr. Quin’n that they were
already publicizing the photo- of the three individuals,
would immediately conduct a joint search of a prison near
Da Nang and the surrounding area where a report
indicates the. photo could have been taken, agreed to
further investigation of the .case’ involving COL John
Robertson arid an immediate excavation-of his crash site.
Additional - information from.~ wartime: records on  the
Robartsotiicase, fas:well ds recent withess: statements, was
prQV‘lded to U.8i-officials: by théa Vietmamesa:

' ‘Vietmam 'promijsed-full- cooperation on the wo
aa'd'itlonal photographs identified: by family members as
soon as they could bé made available. The minority staff
of the Senate :Foreign :Relations :Committee, initially
withheld important information in their possession related
to ‘orie or more- of these photographs. Officials in' Phnom
Penh also agread to a U.S. Government request for .a team

information.

of U.S, spemallsts to visit Cambodia to investigate the
origins of the "Robertson, %tevens, Lundy" photo.

_ The Department of Defense (DOD) has now
released preliminary information regarding the results of
this investigation, noting that four of five photographs
allegedly of U.S. personnel missing from the Vietnam War
were actyally taken from a January 1990'Soviet magazine
and depicted Soviet citizens.

In Laos; Mr. Quinn met with senior officials who
promised full' cooperation, including distributing the
photos with instructions to local officials to seek further
information. Laos also agreed to provide unprecedented
access to Lao officials who may have important POW/MIA

Comment: As a result of the inquiries into'these
recent photographs, accusations against official U.S.
Government efforts to - investigate this martter have once
again been raised. Secretary of Defense Cheney responded
to these comments during an-interview on NBC on July
19, 1991, He stated "we have a massive effort underway
in the Department on a contifiuous basis to try to account
for our missing in Southeast Asia..[ think the charge that
we're not working -on .the problem simply isn't
valid...There is always the possibility that perhaps some
survived...so. we follow up on every single report we
receive and do everything we can fo resolve these ¢ases as
quickly and as efficiently as possible.” .

‘ While alt.hope and pray that the photo is
conifirmed and that American POWs will soon .return,
media skepticism is.increasing concerning their validity..

‘The League supports.the intensive efforts to investigate

photographs  and ' all--reports pertaining to missing

‘Americans - which are received. The government-to-
government process is the only viable means to achieve

answers to the fates of our missing relatives. The League
strongly supports Secretatry Cheney’s .commitment to
resolution of this issue.

If the photos are not valid.-and purposeful
misrepresentation occurred, it would constitute one of the
cruelest . scams. yet -encoeuntered., In ;addition.;tg. the
potential heartbreak of the families, the policy-level
inquiries "resulted in strong Indochinese government

denials that any Americans are alive. As experience has

demonstrated, such denials make even more difficult
efforts. to. return Amencans who may be found alive in
Indochina.« : :

DISCREPANCY CASES: A great deal of media attgntion
has recently been inaccurately focused on resolution of the
"62 remaining. discrepancy cases" as the primary factor in
determining: whether .Americans. are still being held
against: theirwill. in;Southeast Asia. At the onset of his
appointment, as - Presidential . Emigsary to Hanoi for

.POW/MIA: Affan;s, General Vessey presented a large

numben and; varlet:y of cognpelhng d1screpqny cases. to



Vietnamese officials. These included cases of Americans
known at one time to be alive in captivity; cases in which
available evidence suggested survival of incident and
subsequently in Vietnamese control; cases of Americans
whose name appeared on died in captivity lists, yet no
additional information was provided; and cases of KIAs
where the Vietnamese should have remains and/or
additional information. The cases were selected as
examples of -a larger. number, not yet . defined: Of the
initial group, 119 were selected by General Vessey as the
initial priority for joint investigations, survey and, as
appropriate, excavation or recovery. The "62 remaining
discrepancy cases" refers to those of the initial 119 where
fate is still unknown. These are not the sum total of cases
"last known alive" in captivity in one of the Indochina
countries. . o
Comment: The League has consistently. - avgided
specifying numbers; .to' do so ‘potentially gives the
Vietnamese with an "escape" from aceountability for a)l
possible POW/MIAs. Depending on access, both
geographical and to historical documents, equal priority
should be given to accounting for -all Americans stil]
prisoner, missing or otherwise unaccounted for in
Southeast Asia. « .

CONGRESSIONAL INTEREST: On July 17th, a hearing
was held before the Subcommittee on Asian and Pacific
Affairs, chaired by Congressman Stephen Solarz, D-NY. In
addition to reporting on the status of US/Vietnamese and
US/Lao: efforts to resolve the issue, ‘all witnesses were
asked to prepare testimony and respond to a set of specific
questions, ‘primarily concemning . allegations made by
former chief of DIA’ Special Office for POW/MIA Marters
COL Mike Peck, USA. Copies of the relevant testimony and
responses to specific questions, are .available from:the
League upon request. :Most.of the" Z-hour héaring was
devoted to questions about the photos mentioned .above,
“A-delegation of'six Vietnam-VeteraniMembers of
the U.S. House of Representatives recently returned-from
a- five-day trip-ro- Southeast Asia; Thijs long-planned trip
fell on the heels of the publication of several photographs
identified by POW/MIA familiesras thejr missing relatives;
thus, media interest -was relatively.+high: Participants
included - Representatives Jim Kolbe . (R-AZ),. Wayne
Gilchrest (R-MD), John:Rhodes III'(R-AZ), Pete Peterson
(D-FL} Tom Carper (D-DE) and David:Skaggs. (D-CO). The
League briefed some of the delegation members, and all
received ' official ' U.S: Governmment briefings: regarding
goveinment-to-government-efforts. . . . . .
‘Members: of the delegation offered various
perceptions  regarding -their findin gs. According to . the
August 26th AIR FORCE TIMES, Congressman Kolbe
stated, "It seems unlikely there would be any Americans
left alive after 16 years." Reportedly, he continued stating,
"And it's hard to think of any-motivation for the three
Asian countries to be holding U.S. prisoners, he said." In

the same AIR FORCE. _T‘fMES article, "Kolbe sajd he
disagrees with those who say a government conspiracy has
kept. POWs in captivity in Southeast Asia and kept
information about MIAs from the public and the families
of the missing. He said the conspiracy theory survives
because ’it’s easy to lose your objectivity’ about the POW
and MIA issue and because ‘there is an awful lot of
charlatanism’ surrounding the issue.”
Comment: Too often Congressional visitors feel
obligated to give personal views on whether American
POWs are still held, a judgement impossible to make
without full and open cooperation from those who hold
the answers, - o
Senator John Kerry (D-MA) also recently returned

from Hanoi and Phnom Penh.following an eight day trip
to Southeast Asia. As the recently named Chairman of the
Senate Select Committee on ROW/MIAs (also a Vietnam
veteran), Senator Kerry’s trip is being.given wide. media
coverage. According to press reports emanating from
Bangkok, Senator Kerry has. called for lifting portions of
the U.S. economic embarge against Vietnam, claiming that
this would facilitate POW/MIA cooperation. According to
an article in the BOSTON GLOBE, Senator Kerry stated, "I
have leamed a great deal on this trip about how the
whole process of resolving MIA cases operates, I have
really been impressed with how much good work the U:S.
MIA specialists do. Work that you almost never hear
about. The American public needs to know.-about this to
realize we are serious." . o

. Senator Kerry has- reportedly promised to hold
hearings to consider lifting the. embargo. It is unclear
Wwhether such hearings would be :as part ‘of the Select
Committee or within. the Subcommittee on Asian and
Pacific Affairs, Senate Committee on Foreign Relations,
The-Bush Administration pelicy.is .that the "pace and
scope”of the: normalization: process (i.e: steps. related to
lifting the embarge): will- be, diractly. affected .by. the
serigusness -of : Vietnanys. cpoperation - in resolving - the
POW/MIA. issue. This policy, publicly known as the
‘roadmap” to normalization of US/SRV relations, was
outlined. to the-Vietnamese by the: U.S. on April. oth.
Within: the text:are specific,steps required on. POW/MIA
Before; .the: UiS. reciprocates.on- Hangi'sagenda, It is
crucial: that the elements..of this -policy. which .apply to

- -resolving the PQW/MIA issue he impleémented fully.«

SENATE SELECT COMMITTEE FORMED: .. Hours
before the August recess, the Senate passed an amended
resolution: to.establish: a Select Committee on POW/MIA,
chaired by Senator John Kerry (D-MA). Members of the
Select Committee include Deémocratic Senators Thomas
Daschle (SD), Charles Robb (VA), Bob Kerrey (NB), Dennis
DeConcini (AZ) and Harry.Reid (NV), Republicans include
Nancy Kassenbaum (KS), Jesse .Helms (NC}, Charles
Grassley (IA), Bob Smith (NH) and ‘Hank Brown (CO).

Comment: . Those of us who saw the earlier Rules




Vietnamese officials. These included cases of Americans
known at one time to be alive in captivity; cases in which
available evidence suggested survival of incident and
subsequently in Vietnamese control; cases of Americans
whose name appeared on died in captivity lists, yet no
additional information was provided; and cases of KIAs
where the Vietnamese should have remains and/or
additional information. The cases were selected as
examples of a larger number, not yet defined. Of the
initial group, 119 were selected by General Vessey as the
initial priority for joint investigations, survey and, as
appropriate, excavation or recovery. The "62 remaining
discrepancy cases" refers to those of the initial 119 where
fate is still unkriown. These are not the sum total of cases
“last known alive" in captivity in one of the Indochina
countries. , :
Comment: The League has consistently - avoided
specifying  numbers;.to " do so potentially -gives the
Vietnamese with an "escape” from aceountability for ali
possible POW/MIAs, Depending on access, both
geographical and to historical documents, equal priority
should be given to accounting for all Americans srill
prisoner, missing or otherwise unaccounted  for in
Southeast Asia, « Y :

CONGRESSIONAL INTEREST: On July 17th, a hearing
was held before the Subcommittee on Asian and Pacific
Affairs, chaired by Congressman Stephen Solarz, D-NY. In
addition to reporting on the status of US/Viethamese and
- US/Lao efforts to resolve the issue, -all witnesses were
asked to prepare testimony and respond to a set of specific
questions, ‘primarily - concerning - allegations made by
former chief of DIA's Special Office for POW/MIA Matters
COL Mike Peck, USA. Copies of the relevant testimony and
responses to specific questions, are available from the
League upon request. Most .of the'" 7-hour ‘hearing was
devoted to questions about the photos mentioned above,
‘A delegation ofisix VietnamiVeteran:Members. of
the U.S. House of Representatives recently returned-from
a’five:day ttip-to Southeasr-Asia, This"long-planned trip
fell on the heels of the. publication of several photographs
identified by POW/MIA families-as their missing relatives;
thus, media interest . was relatively shigh. -Participants
included Representatives Jim ‘Kolbe: . (R-AZ),. Wayne
Gilchrest (R-MD), John Rhodes I (R-AZ), Pete Peterson
(D-FL) Tom Carper (D-DE) and David:Skaggs.(D-CO). The
League briefed some of the delegation members, and all
received " official ' U.S.. Government. briefings. regarding
government-to-government.efforts. , - . :
‘Members of the delegation offered various
percepti_ons‘-regardingvtheir‘findings. According to the
August' 26th AIR FORCE TIMES, Congressman Kolbe
stated, "It seems unlikely there would be any Americans
ieft alive after 16 years." Reportedly, he continued stating,
"And it's hard to think .of any miotivation for the three
Asian countries to be holding U.S. prisoners, he said.” In

the same AIR FORCE tMES arricle, "Kolbe said he
disagrees with those who say a government conspiracy has
kept POWs in captivity in Southeast Asia and kept
information about MIAs from the public and the families
of the missing. He said the conspiracy theory survives
because 'it's easy to lose your objectivity’ about the POW
and MIA issue and because 'there is an awful lot of
charlatanism’ surrounding the issue.”
Comment: Too often Congressional visitors feel
obligated to give personal views on whether American
POWs are still held, a judgement impossible to make
without full and open cooperation from those who hold
the answers, . C : '
Senator John Kerry (D-MA) also recently returned
from Hanoi and Phnom Penh following an eight day trip
to Southeast Asia, As the recently named Chairman of the
Senate Select Committee on POW/MIAs (also a Vietnam
veteran), Senator Kerry's trip is being.given wide media
coverage. According to press reports emanating from
Bangkok, Senator Kerry has. called for lifting portions of
the U.S. economic embargo against Vietnam, claiming that
this would facilitate POW/MIA cooperation. According to
an article in the BOSTON GLOBE, Senator Kerry stated, "l
have learned a great deal on this trip about how the
whole process of resolving MIA cases operates, | have
really been impressed with how much good work the U:S,
MIA specialists do. Work that you almost never hear
about. The American public needs to know. about this to
realize we are serious.". \ : o
Senator Kerry has reportedly promised. to hold
hearings to consider lifting the. embargo. It is unclear
whether such hearings would be as part of the Select
Committee or within, the Subcommittee on- Asian and
Pacific Affairs, Senate Committee on Foreign Relations.
The Bush Administration policy..is -that the "pace and
scope": of the normalization: process (i.e, stepd. related to
lifting the embargo) will.be directly affected -by. the
seriousness -of.: Vietnam’s. .cgoperation -ip resolving -the
POW/MIA issue. This pelicy, publicly known as the
‘roadmap” to. normalization of US/SRV relations, was
outlined to the Vietnamese by the: U.S: on April. $th,
Within the text-are speacific;steps .requjred on POW/MIA
beforg, .the.. U.S. reciprocates.. on Hanoei’s,agenda. It is
crucial-that the elements -of this policy which apply to

resolving the PQW/MIA issue be implemented fully.«

SENATE SELECT "“COMMITTEE . FORMED: Hours
before the Aiigust recess, the Senate passed an amended
rasolution to .establish a Select Committee on POW/MIA,
chaired by Senator John Kerry (D-MA). Members of the
Select Committee include Democratic Senators Thomas
Daschle (SD), Charles Robb (VA), Bob Kerrey (NB), Dennis
DeConcini (AZ) and Harry, Reid (NV). Republicans include
Nancy Kassenbaum (KS), Jesse .Helms (NC), Charles
Grassley (IA), Bob-Smith (NH) and Hank .Brown.(CO).

Comment: Those of us who saw the earlier Rules




Committee hearing clearly recognize the dangers which
came from many ‘of the witnesses ‘who. nawely and
wrongly--claim or -assumethat the answers ‘are in
Washington instead of Indochifa,’ They now have their
way, -and- another ‘Select: Corthmittee on POW/MIA has
been formed. Much: will depend upon the charter and
direction} however, esrly staternents ‘cause concern.

Senator Wendell Ford (D-KY), Chairmar of the
Senate Rules Committee, Wwas quoted -‘publicly as stating,
"FThe American-public hds demanded that we resolve. this
issue once and for-all, and1 have every confidence that
the establishment of tliis Sehate ‘investigative committee
will lead us to that end." The Select Committee’s sponsor,
Senator Sthith, was quoted as saying, "We look forward to
the challenge dnd I hope'we can resolve this thing once
and for all." These words have a familiar ring:to all who
remember thé -Montgomery Select Committeé on
POW/MIA: The ‘only means by which thi issue can be
resolved, "is ‘through  greater: responsiveness = and
cooperation by those who-hold the answers; it can not be
resolved by any committee. or commission ofthe U.S,
Goverhment. Not ‘only can miisjudgments-occur as they.did
before;but those who advocated passage have also set the
stage for pOs’sible ;8 ¢concessions to Vietnam, outside of
current pohcy, in’ the _L vha‘t mcreased results w1ll
follow.. = - =i o

Folldwmg paSEEg‘e by vmce vote on August 2nd
Senator Hehms appeared ina televised interview; quoted
the following day in USA TODAY, stating that"he ‘is
“relatively certain;thdt withir the next 60-90-days, we will
have_at _least_one or_rore living: POW or MIA" Per USA
TODAY,:"He. did riot elaborgte." Sitice we have heard such
promises” before, . though *‘noti previously: from 'U.S.
Govertiment officials, it is' incumbent upon.Sénator Helms
{or whomever made the promise to: him) ‘to either make
good -on hisipledge (hopefully) or publicly explain to-the
families and the American people why it did not occur.

Some who:will be ‘debating the POW/MIA-issue
have' other -agendas, unrelated to the central idsué’ of
accourtting fot our-missing relatives: Hopefully; those wio
orchestrated - this * latest ‘move are prepared to take
responsibility for the outcome. The. League must continue
to focus onincreasing the results: from government-to-
government negotiations, intelligencé efforts, the technical
exchanges’ harid - the Jjoint research- and “investigative
activities, while minimizing the d1vers1on of -resources
Whlch the Sel'eét*Cémmmtee WL]]“ r‘é“quirem RN
et PR A R TR :
ADDITIONAL*POW/M!.A ASSETS AND RESOURCES
APPROVED: /On July 31st, the Department of Defense

announced a long pldrined increase in personnel assigned - "

to. -assist -in resolving the" POW/MIA: issue, jumping the
total number: of personnel devoted: full time to well over
200, The increase’ was: approved. in- asiticipation of ‘the
need for fielding:-adtlitionial teams to - conduct ‘on-site
_ itvestigations; surveys ‘aiid excavations of crash sit@s.in

helpful-

Vietnam and Laos.’ SR : :
Comment: The League welcomes the U.S. Government ]
willingness to -assign-additional 'assets and resources to
resolving the fates of missing Americars, hoping that the
Iridochinese Governments  will fulfill commitments ito
provide U.S. specialists the access necessary to rapidly
reso]ve the issue.« Lo :

THE IMPACT OF PERSONAL OPINIONS: Reécently,
there has been- slgnlflcant media focus on personal
opmmns concerning’ whether Americans -are still held
céptive in Vietnam, Laos or'‘Cambodia. Ini reaction to the
spate of " photos “recently “publicized, - the ' media’ has
conducted several public opinion polls and- pressed senior
U.S. officials for personal opinions. '
A CNN/Time poll was conducted on July 17-18,
1991 1000'Americans were asked, "Do you believe that
any ‘American MIAS, thoge’ regarded 03 Mismig it'f "Actiot;
are still alive in Vietnam?"

- Yes:: o 70% o
Ne: 19% - Error margin
_ ‘Not'Sure - 11% is +/- 3% points

National Security Adviser Brent Scowcroft stated
he doesn’t believe there are any, adding remarks about the
eruelty. of -orchestrating hoaxes ‘which' Faisé false Tiopes
among the families: Acting Assistarit Secretary of Defense

- for International” Seéum’ty AffairsiGarl.Pord was’ quoted as

‘believing . prisonéts “are: held:in- the: former- icage; :the
President'was pressed:to:defend Scowcroft's position atid
stated that there was no:credible-evidence./In the latter,
press guidance was issued-which-clarified Ford's comment
as being thatthere could ibe, amplified by theé official U.S.
pohcy which: states: Although we have thus farbeen unable
t6 prove that Americans are.still detained against their will,
the information .available to us precludes ruling out that
possibility. We will continue to investigate, live-sighting
reports based .on -the: assumption 'that at least some
Amertcuns' are still alive and held-captive..’ S

v Tleaner Yeurs; Pregident' Religal’s Na’tiohal
-S'ecurlty Adviser’ Robert - McFarlane : also expressed -his
personal opinion; based upon facts at that 'time; he
believed strongly some must be alive: :
Comment: - The personal views of any mdmdual are
ionly- important “in the context of the factual pursuit.of
answers. Through ‘the years, Meinbers..qf Congress have
often“asked personal views.of: witriessespbath-positive.and
negative: responses have been provided.:None Havehad
any serious impact on the isue. Efforts.to return:missing
Americansyalive anid dead, depend on professionalism and
objectivity;net personal-epinioni While positive ppinion is
Anygemerating idoiitestic@uppirt and’ political
motivation; suchdhighdeveladprdssiing of opinion always
generatessirongdemiglsfromahiiteawhohsldthe answers,
‘maléirrgnévemmm&dﬁﬁmm ithetate Fa“'lmatmg and_
rethﬁmngfbuﬁlowdmpméswwﬂ ; e L




 The:;August- 19th* "U.S. NEWS AND WORLD
REPORT" outlined another danger inherent in pressing for
personal opinions. In its column "Washington Whispers,"
with "War's over" as the subtitle, the article srated:
Washington insiders. say the sharp condemnation of the

White House of -the recent hoax involving @ photo of |

American MIAs in Indochina is one more indication that the
United States will soon restore diplomatic links with Vietnam
and lift -its trade embargo. Normalization, the sources
predict, could come by year’s end. The unmasking of the
photo forgeries added to.the administration’s belief that
while a few former American servicemen may remain in
Southeast Asia, they -do not.constitute an.obstacle to
renewed ties. Other developments pointing toward detente
are the gradual resolution of the Cambodian civil war and
a marked improvement in Hanoz-Bet_;mg relations. Added a
well-placed- State Department source:. 'George Bush is no
longer. afraid. of attacks. from the ultra-..conservatives on
what he does in Southeast Asia.™ = .

While not in . agreement wrth the conclusmn

reached by "U.S. NEWS AND WORLD REPORT, -it should

be recognized that when major publicatiens begin to print

such articles, it serves to underiine the.basis for current - '

policy on the POW/MIA issue. ‘This:is niot an.isolated text,

but is one of an increasing number wh;ch speculate on the !

rationale for-eontinuing the embargo. -,

The photographs also generated a. ngmftcant : :

number- of editorial commentaries across the country,
some of which summarily wrote off the accounting as an-
issue from the past which has no. relevance -and
encumbers U.S. business interests. Never: has there been

3 tt e;«when greager. dangers threaten obtamlng results :

1k ~well be our last chs

guagdered Jf all of the photos, claims, ete.,
false, (and let us pray they are piot), we: must ¢
the Améncan people do not percelve that 1e |
as well.« . :

| Annual: Me tmge

the Natronal League of: POW/MIA—FamIIies was held in

Washmgton DC on-July 12-14, 1991,

The families received governmer t@rg.efmgs on:th 70_1:@1&13 ‘

efforts to obtain the fufles -poss« inung fortr
missing loved . ones. - Featuy aspe' ar, i
Undersecretaty of State, Robert  Kim
Stephen Solarz and Robert Lagomarsmo dtor
Murkowski, Presidential POW/MIA" P issary’:
W. Vessey, dand Sécretary of Defé ;.;R;inlmrd Gheney; 2

_stated in the letter‘, "vou can’ be certam that my promise to
you'is intact: ‘resolving the fates of your loved-ones is, and
will continueto be, . magter of the highest national

‘PI'1°1‘1'-'Y Secretal'y Cheney also- reafflrmed this: commit- 7|

\ment in statmg, "rest assured, if any Amer:cans are: still
captlve, we will brmg thern homé "1, :

7 suit, one of the plaintiffs; Ted Sampley:is asking for-$50-
1l - ‘,OQ{D nd: other:

‘the League’ annual dinner, Secretary Cheney presanted a.
letter frop President Bush to the families; President Bugh"  /

" deféi

| ©ONALLEGATIONS OF CQL MIKE PECK: LTG Hatry E.
 Soyster, USA, Director-of the Defense Intelligence Agency,
was alse a speaker at the annual meeting, A portion of his .

remarks concetned the COL Peck. situation, during which
he stated, "1 selected COL Peck for. the POW/MIA position
within DIA on.his. outstanding service record, and his

~evident familiarity with the regmn hewever, it soon
. became. obvious my good ‘intentions were y1eld1ng

imperfect results. COL,Peck was simply poorly suited for
this position..It was a case of a good officer in the wrong
job. And subsequently, I ‘removed him. from the job."
General Soyster went on to clarify. that COL. Peck was

_aware of his imminent-removal prior to writing his now-
famous memo which falsely accused the League Executive

Director Ann Mills Griffiths of "mtentronally impeding the
effort" to account for Amencan POW/MIAs. On May:30th,
the House Subcornmrt'tee ‘on Asian & Pacific. Affairs held
an open hearing to receive sworn testimony from COL
Peck, Following beth open and closed sessions, Chairman
Solarz (D:NY) stated that: CQL Peck had failed. to. provide

‘evidence .to. substantlate his _charges ‘which.. «laimed

existenice “of ‘an™: offzcial manipulatwn by the US

'Government R T

';'_-51990 FINANCIAL AUDIT. As requ1red by Iaw for all

501(c)3 " non-profit: organizations, the League's 1990
financial. gudit,. performed . by:the reputable accounting
- firm Peat Marwick, has: recently. been completed. The 1990

Annual Report. and a. COPY- of the complete 1990 audit are

: avallable upon requeSt at. the League $ natlonal effrcer

oL LEGAL DEFENSE FUND° During the Fmanc:al Cha1r
‘man’s report atithe. 1991 annual smeeting, an: appeal wis
~made to the ;

rship’ for comrlbutdens to the Legal
Defe se Pund. he League is: gurrer lwbeing sued by*the

18 not: related to the Pac1ﬁc Stars and Strlpes) Inthis

damages as, dete;:mined ;by the-court.:The

i sq th;s aetmn-.-_ The
bstan f

made. ev_eur aore burdemsome because athe League must
""i;self in North Carolina; where the. suit:was filed.
Travel. expenses for our: attorneys-and the staff, who must

. testify.if this goes.to court, must be paid out-of League
|| . funds, Dollar costs., of ‘defending “this lawsuit do not
EI 'mclude lost opportumtaes for, focus on resolving the i rssue




public awareness activities, congressional education or

day-to-day League operations. The board feels that this

lawsuit is without merit, yet we must still conform' to
operations of law as interpreted by the courts.

In order to provide timely payment of our legal
expenses, the board has established a nonrestricted Legal
Defense Fund through which our billed legal expenses will
be paid. The League membership, POW/MIA relatives, as
well as our supportive concerned citizens, are all being
impacted by this lawsuit. Therefore, the finance chairman
is seeking dedicated funds with which legal fees will be
paid. All legal fees are closely monitored and the board
will continue to ensure that proper oversight of all
expenditures is -maintained. It is recommended that
donations be expressly identified as donations to the Legal
Defense Fund. But, please include these as additional
donations to your regular financial support of the League.
The repressed domestic economy has hit all non profit
organizations very hard; but, the League must and will

remain the viable spokesman for the families and our
missmg loved ones.« :

A CALL TO ACTION: September 20th is 1991 Natjonal
POW/MIA Recognition Day and programs are being
developed all over the country to support efforts to resolve
the fates of America’s POW/MIAs. Please seek information
out about activities in your community and ‘participate in
programs to raise public awareness about this human-
itarian concern. The following are suggestions for other
ways to support the National League of POW/MIA
Families:

1) Send postage stamps to the League office. Postage costs
are placing an increasing burden on League resources. In
order to continue. :our policy of providing cost-free
information, donations to offset postage are appreciated.
Contact schools, auxiliaries, veteran groups ete. to donate
stamps. . .

2) Recommend other points of ‘contact which would be
able to assist the League.. These include individuals or
organizations who provide grants, donate office supplies
(such as fax and copy paper) and equipment (computer
equipment), ot individuals you believe would like to ‘get
involved in the POW/MIA issue. The League staff is calling
on all family members and concerned citizens to use their
networks to gather support. that could be: helpful in
furthering our goa]s and stretc]'ung limited resources, -

3}A great deel of time and resources is spent on: fol]omng
up address changes. Please forward a change of address to

the League office as soon as pos51ble so that. postage is

not wasted,«

1991/92 BOARD OF DIRECTORS: Elections for the
1991/92 board of directo®were held just prior to the
League's annual meeting. Following are the results as
certified by the accounting firm of Minter, Morrison and
Grant. A copy of the certification letter is available from
the League office upon request. The 1991/92 board
members are listed in bold prmt :

" # OF VOTES -

NUMBER CANDIDATE

1 .Joan Williams 225

2 - Diane Van Renselaar 402

3 Louise Van Hoozer 378

4 Mark Stephensen 427

5 Sue Scott 421 . .
6 Phillipe Ritter 480

7 Elaine Pond _ 273

8 Nancy Nystrom : 414

9 Barbara Lewis 435
10 Mary Carol Lemon - 406
11 Peggy Lane 3 135

12 Gail Innes 393

13 Doug Hudgens 305
14  Robin Gatwood ' 354
15 + Jeffrey Donahue 443
16 Patrick Cressman 398
17 Daniel Borah 345 -

18 ° 'Robert Apodaca 405

BOARD OF DIRECTORS ‘G‘OM?'M'ITT—EE
ASSIGNMENTS: Chairman of the Board Sue Scott has
announced her seléctions for each: of the -standing
committees of the League’s board of diréctors. Following

-are the committee assignments for 1991/92

Finance Commitree:
‘Mark Stephensen, Chairman -
Mary Carol Lemon
Misinformation Committee:
Nancy Nystrom, Chalrman
7 Joff Dénghue %
Phillipe Ritter :
Publicity & Activities Committee:
' Barbara Lewis, Chairman
- Robert-Apodaca .
Didne Van Rénselaar

SRS LR . L

NEW NEWSLETTER FORMAT:" it: %
' In response ‘to tecommiendatiofis from family -
" members at the League’s 22fid Annual Meetmg,
the newsletter's format'was changed.
The staff would appreciate t‘ecemng any
1 suggestions, recommendations.or comments -
50 rhat weim*ay better address the ot '




