


WHAT IS BEING DONE?

Since 1982, the U.S. Government has
pursued the fullest possible accoun-
ting of Americans still missing in
Southeast Asia as a matter of the
highest national priority:

and gravesite surveysirecoveries
throughout the country, and increased
joint excavations.

*All efforts are pursued
under the assumption that
some Americans are still

held in captivity. We will continue to assemble the

best resources, technology, and,

most of all, qualified people to
interview refugees, evaluate
intelligence information, and

sFull-time POW/MIA person-
nel increased: from 12 to 38
in the Defense Intelligence

Agency; from 14 to 30 in the
Joint Casualty Resolution
Center; and from 12 to 42 in
the Central Identification
Laboratory.

*Collection capability and
coordination between in-
telligence agencies has
dramatically improved.

*Strong bipartisan Congressional
support has been achieved.

+|n Vietnam, a year-round schedule
of joint activities - including site surveys,
field investigations and joint
excavations - began in late 1988.While
the level of activity is high, results have
been disappointing when compared
to what could be provided by the
Vietnamese.

»In Laos, the joint work plan establish-
ed in 1989 was expanded in early
1980 to include joint field investiga-
tions into the fate of individuals last
known alive in contact with Pathet
Lao forces. Aiso agreed to were crash

negotiate with foreign
governments.”

- President George Bush
July 26, 1989

¢Laos is consulting with the SRV on
cases of Americans lost in areas of
Laos controlled by Vietnamese forces
during the war. Plans are underway for
U.S./LaofVietnamese cooperation to
resolve these incidents.

*More Americans have been ac-
counted for in the past few years than
at any time since the end of the war.
While the return of any and all living
Americans continues to be the
highest priority objective, the repatria-
tion of remains brings long-awaited
peace of mind for the families, and
an honorable homecoming for a U.S.
serviceman or civilian.






WHAT ABOUT..

Conspiracy and Coverup?

Since 1982, investigations have
repeatedly been conducted into
charges of U.S. Government con-
spiracy and coverup on the
POW/MIA issue, each resulting in a
clear finding that no such coverup
exists. Further investigation, without
grounds for such action, is a
fruitless waste of assets and
resources which the League sought
for many years. The answers are not
in Washington, D.C. - the answers
lie in Southeast Asia, primarity
Hanoi.

Fundraising?

Numerous ‘“‘activist” groups solicit
funds through direct mail appeals
andfor organizational literature, often
with little to no accountability. Fre-
quent schemes include claims of
conspiracy and coverup and details
of impending rescue missions which
the distributor claims will result in
the return of live American POWs.
Graphic descriptions of captive en-
vironments and other emotional ap-
peals are frequently included. DO
NOT BE VICTIMIZED! Prior to con-
tributing to any organization, contact
the Better Business Bureau.

Reward Offers?

Rewards for the return of a live POW
have been offered by various groups
for years, without the return of one
missing serviceman - alive or dead.
The results have been negative: 1)
High level official Lao and Viet-
namese public denials of the ex-
istence of live POWs, making
government-to-government negotia-

tions on this sensitive question even
more difficult; 2) A rash of false
reporting from reward- seeking
refugees, consuming valuable in-
telligence assets; 3) Exploitation of
family members, veterans and the
public.

“Rambo” activities?
Sensationalistic private rescue at-
tempts have brought no positive
results, jeopardize ongoing
government-to-government coopera-
tion and gain widespread media in-
terest, destroying the credibility of
this real and very serious issue. One
such “Rambo’” attempt resulted in a
stalemate in cooperation with the
Lao Government for over one year.

The National League of
Families?

Incorporated in the District of Colum-
bia on May 29, 1970, the League is
comprised solely of the close
relatives of American prisoners of
war, missing in action, killed in ac-
tion / body not recovered and retum-
ed Vietnam POWSs. The League’s
three-fold goal is to obtain the return
of all live priscners, the fullest possi-
ble accounting for those still missing
and the repatriation of all
recoverable remains of those who
sacrificed their lives serving our na-
tion in Southeast Asia. A non-profit,
501{c)3 tax-exempt organization,
audited annually, the League is
financed by contributions from con-
cerned citizens, individual veterans
and veteran organizations and the
POW / MIA families (IRS #23-7071242,
CFC #0855).









