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Offlce wasnt aware

of POW data order

 Associated Press
WASHINGTON — President Clin-
ton ordered nearly all records about

Americans missing in Vietham re-

leased by last week, but word appar-
ently never reached Army Intelli-
gence, which wrote a researcher last
imonth that it was not aware of the
order.

In his speech at Arlington National
- Cemetery -on Thursday, Mr. Clinton

-said the government had declassified
“all the relevant documents” related

to POWs and MIAs from the Vietnam
War. “That promise has been ful-
filled,” Mr. Clinton said.

But one government office that
‘holds Viemam documents, the Army
Intelligence and Security Command,
[~ told a researcher last month it had not
. even heard of Mr, Clinton's order, is-

- sued May 31 at Memorial Day ceremo-.

nies at the Vietnam Veterans Memorl-
In an Oct. 8 letter to author Mark
Sauter, an officlal at Army Intell-

gence's Freedom of Information Office '

. referred to Mr. Sauter's previous con-
- versation with another official, “in-
. forming you that this office.is not

| aware of any executlve order issued

. by President Clinton regarding declas-
" sification of POW-MIA records.”
Mr. Sauter is co-author of two
- books on missing American POWSs.
“Certainly, the bureaucrats hsave
- ignored the intent of* Mr, Clinton's
" order, Mr. Sauter said in an interview.
He said he did not believe all relevant
documents had been released under
the order,”
Jane B, Sealock, the director of Ar-

. my Intelligence’s Central Security Fa- -
[ cllity at Fort Meade, Md.,- who wrote -

‘the letter to Mr. Sauter, and Barbara
‘Blanton, the official who spoke to Mr.
Sauter by telephone, were on holiday

leave late last week and unnvailable *

for comment.

Spokesmen at Arm}r Intelligence's '
public affairs office at Fort Belvoir, |

s nlen woara ahaant arcnrding tn AT

employee answerlng the telephone
there. Beverly Baker, a Defensé, De-

_partment spokeswoman, declineq te

comment on the matter.

Jo Ann Willlamson, chief o£ the
National Archives' military referé‘nce
branch, said Friday that about 90pe1r-
cent of the declassified dociuments re:
celved by the archives are now evajlﬁ
able to the public. "

. But some researchers and POW ao
tvists are skepﬂcal :

“Those files are stili locked' up,"
sald Ted Sampley, executive direcmr
of a Vietham veterans archives pm
Ject. :

Dolores Apodaca Alfond, .who
heads the POW activist group National
Alliance of Familles, sald she. hnd
been told of numerous instances in

"
“w

‘which family members and research- '

ers were unable to gain access to- mes
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