
.. 
PR.:)TOCOL 

TO THE AGREEIViEl'.'T ON ENDING ~-:HE WAR AND 

RESTORING PEACE IN VIETNAM 

Concerning the Cease .. ·."ire in South Vietnam and. 

,I( the Jojnt IVlilitary Commissions 

The parties participating in the Paris Conference on Vietnam, 

In implementation of the first paragraph of Article 2, Article 3, 

, Article 5, Article 6, Article 16 and Article 17 of the Agreement on 

Ending the War and, Restoring Peace in Vietnam signed on this date 

which provide for the cease-fire in South Vietnam and the establish-

, ment of a Four-Party Joint IV::ilitary Commission and a TWO-Party 

. Joint Military CommiSSion, and related matters, 

Have agreed upon the follovring 

Ce;':~~-Fire in South Vietnam 

ARTICLE 1 

The high commands of the parties in South Viet-Nam shall 

i issue prompt and timely orders to all regular and irregular armed 
, 
i forces and the armed police under their command to completely end 

ihostilities throughout South Viet-Nam, at the exact time stipulated in 

iArticle 2 of the Agreement U:ld ensure that these armed forces and 

armed police comply Vlith these orders and respect the cease-fire • 

. . . 

( 

, . , 

... 
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AR'I'ICLE 2 

(Al As :;oon aG the cenGe-fire comes into force and until 
." 

regulations .are i::;::iued by tl"le Joint Military Commissions; all around, 

river, sea and air combat forces of the parties in South Viet-Nam 

shall remain in place; that iG, in ol'der to ensure a stable cease-fire, 
, ' 

there shall be no major redeployments or movements that v/ould eldi:md 

each' party's area of control or v/ould result in contact betweeh oppOsing 

armed forces arid clashes· v/hich might take place. 

(Bl All regular and irregulBr armed forces and the armed 

police of the parties in South Viet-Nam shall observe the prohibition 

of the following acts 

(1) Armed patrols into areas controlled by opposL'1g 

armed force:;; and fights by bomber and fighter aircraft of all types, 

except for unarmed flights for pJ:'oficiency training and maintenance ; 

(2) AJ:'med attacks against any person; either military 

or Civilian, by any mean:; v:hatsoever, including ,the use of small armG, 

mortars", artillery, bombing and stJ:'ai'ing by, airplanes and, any other 

type of \1eapOn or explosive devise ; 

" 
(3) All combat operations on the ground, on rivers, 

on the sea and in the air ; 

(4) All hostile act::;. terrorism or repJ:'isals ; and 

(5) All acts endangeJ:'ing lives or public or private 

property. 

• •• 
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AR'I'ICLE 3 

(A) The above-mentioned prohibitions shall not hamper' 01'/ 

restrict 
.1.' 

(1) Civilian supply, freedom of movement, freedom 

to ",ork, and freedom of the people to engage in trade, ' and civilian 

communicat,ion and transportation batv,een and among all 'areas in South 

Viet-Nam ; 

(?) The use by each party in areas under its control 
" 

of military support elements, such as e:1gineer and transportation units, 
, " 

in repair and construction of public facilities and the transportation and 

supplying of the PdPulation ; 

(3) Normal military proficiency training conducted by 

the parties in the areas under their respective control with due regard 

for public safety. 

(B) The Joint Military Commissions shall immediately agree 

on corridors, routes, and other regulations governing the movement of 

military tranoport aircr2.ft, military transport vehicles, and military 

transport veoGels of all types of one party going through areas under 

the control of other parties. 
, .,." 

I In order to 2.vert conflict and ensure normal conditions for 

I those armed forces v/hich are in direct contact, and pending regulation 

I by the Joint Military CommiGGions, the commanders of the opposing 
I 
I 
I 
I 

I 
I ,,' 

armed forces at those places of direct contact shall meet as sron aG 

the cease-fire comea into fo.·ce v/ith a view to reaching an agreement 

on temporary measurea to avert conflict and to ensure supply and 

me,dical care for these armed forces, 

... 

., 



AR".2ICLE 5. 
'. 

(A) Y! ithin fiitcen d<lys aftel' the cease-fire comes into.effect, 

each party shall c9mplete the removal or deactivation of all demolition 

objects, mine fields, h'aps, o~Gtaclc:;j or other dangerous objects placed 

previously, so as not to hamper the population's mO\fement and v/ork, in 

the first place 011 "aterv/ays, rO<lds and railroads in South Viet-Nam, 

Those mines \7hich are v/aitinJ to be removed or deactivated shall be 

clearly marked, and must be removed .or deactivated as :loon as possible, 

\ 

(:3) Emplacement of mineG is prohibited, except aG a defensive 

measure around the edges of military installations in places v/here they 

do not ha..--uper the population's movement and V/o1'k, and movement on 

v/aterv/ays, roads and railroads, ",Cineo and other obstacles already in 

place at the edge:l of military installations may remain in place ii they 

are in places where thcy do not hamper the population's movement and 

work, and L1.OVement on 'aater·~-/ays, roads, railroads. 

AaTICLE 6 

CiVilian police and civilian security personnel of the partics in 

South Viet-N<lm, v/ho are l'8Spollsible for the 'mo:intenance of law and 

crder, shull strictly rospect the prohibitions set forth in Article 2 of 

this Protocol, As requll'8cl by their responsibilities, normally they shall t.e 

authorh:ed to carry pistols Ollt when reqllired by 'unusual circumstances, 

they shall be allowed to ean-y other small individual arms,' 

(h) The entry irl~O SOc:ti1 Vict-Nam of replacement armament::;, 

munitions. and VIal' m<lt2ric.lc pGrT;'litted under Article 7 of the Agrccm2"t 

, shall take place under the supervision and control of the TV/o-Party 

I 

, 
Joint Military Commission and of the International Commission of Control 

. , . 
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" " " 

and SuperviGion and through Guch pointG of entry only aa nre designated 

by the tV/O South VietnamcGc partioG. The tV/O South VietnameGe partie a 

shall agree on these point::; of entry v/ithin fifteen dayG niter the entry 

into force of the cease-fire, The tVIO South Vietnamese parties may" 

select as many as sb: pointG of entry v/hich are not included in the 

list of places v/here teams of the International Commiasion of Control 

and Superviaion are to be baGed contained in Article 4 (D) of the 

Protocol concerning the International Commiasion. The two South Viet­

namese parties may also select paints of entry from the list of places 

set forth in Article 4 (D) of that Protocol. 

(B) Each of the designated points of entry shall be available 

only for that South Vietnameae party which is in control of that paint. 

The two South Vietnamese parties ahall have an equal number of points 

'of entry • , 
I 

ARTICLE 3 

(A) In implementation of Article 5 of the Agreement, the United 

States and the other foreign countries referred to in Article 5 of the 

,Agreement shall take v/ith them all their armaments, munitions, and 

i'war material. Transfers of auch items v/hich would leave them in 
, 
,South Viet-Nam shall not be r.1ade Gubsequent to the entry into force 

lof the Agreement except for tranafers of communications, transport, 

'and other non-combat material to the Four-Party Joint Military Com­
I 
1niGsion or the International COl".1mi::;Gion of Control and Supervision. 

I 

~e 
(:3) '71 itl1in five days aftcr the entry into force of the cease-fuee, 

o 

United-State::; shall Worn the Four-Party Joint Military Commis::;ion 

'and the International Commis::;ioll. for Control and SuperviGion of the 

igeneral planG for timing of complete troop withdrav/als which shall 

'take place in four phases of fifteen dayG each. It iG, anticipated that 

," ," .0 

" 

, , , 
" 

" , ii 
, ,1 

• 

" 
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the numbcro of troop a \";ithdrnvrn i;1 each phase are not likely to be 

\"Iidely different, although it ie not f"a:Jible to enoure equal numbers. 

The approximate numbers to be vlithdrawn i... each phase shall be giv~n 

to the Four-Party Joint Military Commission and the International 

Commisoion of Control and Su;.:>ervision sufficiently in advance of actual 

vlithdra\"lals so that they can properly carry out their tasks in relation 

thereto, 

ARTICLE 9 

(A) In implem'entation of Article 6 of the Agreement, the United 

States and the other foreign countries referred to in that article shall 

dismantle and remove from South Viet-Nam or destroy all military 

bases in South Viet-Nam of the United States and of the other foreign 

countries referred to in that article, including weapons, mines, and 

other military equipment at these bases, for the purpose of making 

them unusable for military purposes. 

(B) The United State's shall supply the Four-Party· Joint Military 

Commission and the International Commission of Control and SuperviSion 

with necessary information 011 plans for base dismantlement so t..'1at 

those commiGsions can properly carry out their ta.sks in relation thereto. 
I , 

. , . 

.Ii 

.; 
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Tf-:E JOINT MILITA=tY COIIGI:ISSIONS 
", .. ~ .. " 

J"l.RTr~LE 10 

(A) The implcment::.tion of the Agreement is the responsibility 

of the parties signatory to the Agl'eement. The Four-Party Joint Milital-Y 

CommiGGion haG the task of ensuring jOint action by the parties in 

implementing the Agreement by serving aG a channel of communication 

among the partief, by draY/ing up plans' and fixing the modalities to 

carry out, 

provisions 

coordinate, follovl and inGpect the implementation of the 
\ 

r.lentioned :La Article 16 of the Agreement, and by negotiatins 

and settling all matters concerning the implementation of those provision;:;. 

(Bl The concrete tasks of the Four-Party Joint Military Com­

missionlJ are : 

l) To coordinate, folloY! and in::;pect' the implementatioll 

of tlle above-mentioned prov:','C:Lons of the Agreement by the four parties 

2} To deter and detect Violations, to"deal with cases 

of violation, and to settle conflicts and matters of contention between 

the parties relating to the ;:bove mentioned proviSions 

3} To dicpatch Y/ithout delay one or more joint tearD.s, 

i ac required by specific C2.:;OG, to any V"~t of South Viet-Nam, to inves­

tigate alleged violations of the Agreement and to assist the parties in 

finding r:1easurc:::; to prevent rCCUl'rCDi:.C of similar cases ; 

in obGcrvo..tion at the places vlh0re tll.is 

is necessury it." the cxc;."'ci;:.,c of it~; functions ; 

5) To i.)u:·fO;':T~1 sucl~ additional tasks as it n"lay" 'by 

unanirJ.'lOllS deci13ion l de:tel'L.1i.l1C. 

. .. 
, , 



P ... RTICLE 11 

(A) There shall be n Centrnl Joint Military CommiGsion located 

in Saigon. Each party shall designate inlrllediately a military delegation 

of fifty-nine persons to represent it on the Central Commission. The 

senior officer designated by each party shall be a general officer, or 

equivalent. 

(B) There shall be Geven regional Joint Military Commissions 

located in the regiolw shovrn on the annexed map and based at the 

following places 

Region:> Place 

I Hue 

II Da Nang 

ill Pleilru 

,IV Phan Thiet 

V Bien Hoa 

VI N:'y Tho 

VII Can Tho 

Each party shall designnte n l:1ilital'Y delegation of sixteen pe,Gons to 

,repreaent it on ench regionnl comr_'lission. The senior officer designnted 
I 
Iby each party shall be an officer from the ranl{ of . Lieutenant Colonel . 

ito Colonel, or equivnknt. 

I 
I 
; 

(C) ':Lhere shall be n joint military team based at each of the 

I follov/ing places in South Viet Nnm : 

I Rep,ion I 

I 

I .. I 

, , 

1. Quang Tri 

2. Phu Bai 

... 



.. 

Region II 

2. ?am ICy 

3. Chu :_ui 

Resion III 

1. Xontum 

2. H.c.u Bon 

3. :!?hu Cut 

4. Tuy. An ' 
\ 

5.' Hinh HO:l 

6: B:ln Me Thuot 

Resion IV 

1. Du-Lut 

2. 'Buo-Loe 

3. Phon Rung 

RfOf,ion V 

1 •. An Loe 

2. liut!n Lac 

3. Bon Cnt 

4. eu Chi 

5. Tan An 

Re"lion VI 

1. ~;;:oe Hou 

2. Giong Trarn 

1. ~ri Ton 

2. Vinh Lona 

Vi Thanh 

. ".. . r"-

s 

'. 

. ,. , " ..... " 
,f ., 

t. '. 

••• 
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5, Quun L?ng 

;.-;. ...... 
"\ 

· ... -~~. .'._-

Each party chall provide fOUl' qU:lliiied peraona for each joint 

military team, The I aenior perGon dCGienated by each party Ghall 

be an officer from the rank of Major to Lieutenant Colonel, or 

equivalent, 

(D} The Four-Party Joint Military Commiasion shall send 

joint military teams to o;:'s",rve the retUl;'n of the peraons mentioned 

in Article I und 2 of this Pl'otoeol nt each place in Vietnam where 

auch peraons are b::ine: returned, and at the last detention places from 

which thec;e persons will be 'i::lwn to the places of return, The 

TV/o-Party Joint l'v:ilitnry Commisaion shall send Joint Military 

, teams to observe tile return of Vietn::r:.ese civiliun peraonnel 

captured anJ detained nt co.ch place in South Vietnam where auch 

peraons are being returned, and at the last detention places from 

v/h'ich thcac persons Viill ;:'e taken to the places of return, 

(El Each party shall be authorized to provide GUP>l0rt and 

Guard personnel for its delegations to the Central Joint Military 

i Commisoion and Regioncl Joint j'Lilitary Commissions, and fOl' its 

i membora of the joint milit2.ry teams. The total nu~ber of support 

I and guard persOImel for each party shall not exceed five hundred 
I 
~ and fifty, 
I 
i 
I Fl The Central Jobi Hili,tary Commission may establish 
\ 

IOUCh joint sub-COn1n1is::dvns .. joint 3ts.ffo and joint n'lilitary: teams 

laG CirCU1TIstanCCG Inay r:::quirc. Ti1G 8cntral ConlL.1.iasion nhall 
I 

ic1ete~minc the nUr~"1b2r8 c,f i)8:"'Gonn-:::l .c<c:quired for any additional 

I
Gu~'-COmmiSGiOnS' staffa or t~a:c.1.S H establisheD". provided that eaCh. 

Iparty Ghall desiGnate eno-fou,'t;1 of t:18 number of personnel required 

I 
. , , 

I 

, " 



, 

II 

and that the total number of per(lcmnel for the Four-Party Joint 

Military Cor:unission, to inclu:le it::; staffs, teams and support 

personnel, shall not e:weed three 'UlOuGand three hundred. 

G) The delegations of the tYro South Vietnamese parties may, 

by agreement, establish provisional sub-commissions and joint 

military teams to carry out the tasks specifically &lisignedto them 

by Article 17 of the Agreer.'lent, and may, vrhere necessary for 

that purpose, agree to assign personnel additional to those assigned 

to the two South Vietnamese delegations to the Four-Party Joint 

Military Commission. 0 , 

ARTICLE 12 

A) In accordance with Article 17 of the Agreement which 

stipulates that, the tYro South Vietnanlese parties ,;>hq,ll imme.diat~ly 
designate their respective repreoentatives to form the Two-Party 

Joint Military Commission, tvrenty-four hours after the cease-fire 

comes into force, the two designatec! South Vietnamese parties' 

delegationo to the TWO-Party Joint Military Commission shall meet 

in Saigon 00 as to reach an agreement as soon as possible on 

O1-ganization and operation of t!le TWO-Party Joint Military Commiss-
o , 

ion, as well as the measures and organization aimed at enforcing the , 
cFase-fire and preserving peace in South Vietnam. 

0, 0 

, 

i B) From the time the cease-fire comes into force to the 

time when the Two-Party JOint Military Commission becomes 

oberational, ,the Two South Vietnamese parties' delegations to the 
o 

:Flour-Party Joint Military Co;:nmission at all levels shall simulta-, 
~cously assume the taGks of tl'l8 Two-Party Joint Military Commiss-

o 

ipn at all levelo, in addition to theil' functions as delegation to the 

lj'our-Party Joint Military Commission, 
I ... 
I ,. 
I 

. ,. ~.-.-,,-. 
! 

" 
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C) If, at the tirr.' the ?oul'-?arty Joint Military Commission 

ceaGeG its operation in accol"danee yrith Article 16 of the Agreement, 

agreement haG not been reach2d on oq;anization of the Two-Party 

Joint Military C,ommiGsi,on, tho delegations of the two South 

Vietnamese partieG serving ,lith the Four-Party Joint Military 

Commission at all levelG shall conti.l'lUe temporarily to work together 
" 

aa a provisional Joint Milito.ry CommiGsion and to assume the tasks 

of the Ty/o-Party Joint MLitary' Cor~'lmission at all levels until the 

Two-Party Joint M:ifitary Commi[wion becomes operational. 

ARTICLE 13 

In application of the pl"inciple of unanimity, the Jqint 

Military Commissions shall have no chairman, and r.leetings shall, 

be convened at the, requect of any representative. The Joint Military 

Commissions shaJl adopt workil'l,g pi'ocedures appropriate' for the 
I 

effective discharge of their functions and responsibilities. 

ARTICLE 14 

The Joint Military Cor,'lmiscions and the International 

C:or.'lmission of Control and Supervi::;ion chall closely cooperate 
: ' 

r'ith and assict each other in carryi.ng out their respective functions. 

~ach Joint Military Commission shall inform the International 

pommission about th~ imple;:l~ntation of those provisions of the 

I 

/Agreement for which that Joint Military Commission has respon-
, 
!sibility and '7hich aro within the competence of the International 

I 

;Comr.'lission. Each Joint Military Commission may request the Inter-

inational Commission to carry out specific observation activities • 

. . . 



, 

13 

The Central Four-P2.rty J0int Military Commission shall 

begin operating twenty-four hours after the cease~fire comes into 

fox:ce , The Regi,o,n~lJoint rV:;:ilitury Commissions shall begin 

operating forty-eight hours after the cease-fire comes into force, 

The Joint Military Teams bUGed at the places listed in Article II (A) 

of this Protocol shall beGin operating no later than fifteen days 

after the ceaGe-fil,'e comes into force, The delegations of the two 

South Vietnamese pa.rties shall simultaneously begin to assume the 

tasks of the Two-Party J0int Military Commission as provided, in 

,Article 12 of this Protocol, 

A) The parties shall provide full protection and all 

nece~sary assistance and cooperation :to the Joint Military Commission::; 

at nil levels, in the di::;chai'ge of th~ir tasks, 

B) The Joint iV:::i:ital-Y Commissions and their personnel, 

,while carrying out their taGI:o, shall enjoy privileges and immunities , 
!equiValent to those accorded diplo'.:natic missions' and diplomatic agents, 
, 
! C) The personnel 0] the Joint Military Commissions may 

'Icarry pistolo "a'ncl' wear' 13pecial insignia decided upon by each Central 

IJOint Military Commission, The persOlmel of each party while 
I ." , 

ieuarding Commission in13tallations or eqUipment may be authorized 

ito carry other individual sUlall arms, as determined by each Central 

IJOint J.lriilitary Commission, 

.. , 
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I 
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", ~'. "i.. .•• ... 

A) The delegation of each ;)arty to the Four-Party Joint 
I 

Military Commission and the Two-Party Joint Military Commission 

shall have its ovm offices, communication, logistics and transportation 

meano, incluc.ing aircraft vrhen necessary. 

:3) Each party, in ;:~o areas of control shall provide appro­

priate office and accommodation facilities'to the Four-Party Joint 

Military Commission a!,d tile Two-Party Joint Military Commission at 
all levels. \ 

C) The parties Ghall endeavor to provide to the Four-Party 

Joint Military Commission and the ':i'V1o-Party Joint :Military Commis'­

Gion, by means of loan, leaoe, or gift, the means of operation, 
, 

including com.mon-use equi;);:~ent for communication, supply, and 

transport, including aircraft v[hen necessary. The Joint Military 

Commiosions may purcha::;c from any source necesoary ·facilities .. 

equipment, and services v[hich are not supplied by the parties. 

The Joint Military Commi,<sions shall possess and use these facilities 

and. this equipment . 
, 

I 
I 

D) The facilities anj t!'l0 equipment for common use mentioned 

above. shall be returned to the parties when the Joint Military 

'~Commissions have enuoj their activities, 

I 
f 

I The common eX~,0nG83 01 the Four-Party Joint Military 

fommis3ion ohall be ;:'01'n8 8quc.lly iJY four parties, and the common 

rxpenses of the Two-?c.rty ~T<)int Co:aunission in South Vietnam shall 

~e borne equally by thec;) b:[v p;u-ties. 

I ... 
, . 
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T";"!O SI3NATlBE VERSION 

.. 4ETICLE 18 

The Protocol to the Po:rio Agreenent on Ending the War and 

Restoring Peace in Vietnan concerning the cease-fire in South Viet­

nam anj the Joint Military CommiGoiono shall enter into force upon 

Signature of this document by t.'le Secretary' of State of the Government: 

of the United States of l.merica anol the r;:~inister for Foreign Affairs 

of the Government of the Democratic Republic of Vietnam, and upon 

Signature of a· document in the S<J.l':le terms by the Secretary of State 

of the 'Government of the United States of America, the Minister for 

Foreign i.ffairs of the Governr:aent of the Republic of Vietnam, the 

Minister for Foreign Affairs of the Democratic Republic of Vietnam, 

and the r-r.inioter for Foreign AffairG of the Provisional Revolutionary 

Government of the Republic of Sout.'1 Vietnam. The Protocol shall be 
- , 

strictly implemented by all the parties concerned. 

Done in Paris thiG _____ day of ____ ' 1973 in 

Vietnamese Md English. The Vietnamese anj English texts are 

official and equally authentic. 

FOUR SIGNATURE VERSION 

' .. 
I ThiG Protocol shall enter into force upon signature by 

I represantatives of all the p2.rtica partiCipating in the Paris Conf€rence 

: on Vietnam, It shall be strictly implemented by all the parties . 

concerned. 

Done 

I English. The 

! authentic. 

in Paris on _____ 1973, in Vietnamese and 

Vietnamese and the English texts are official and equally 

I " 
1-----," ,,- --.. ---
I ...... , .. 
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