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U J01l Ua1Dk IIPProprlale aQv1ae BldaD1t onlJ¥ aad pusgnell1 from 

qr.: M1 Mad, I laID. tbat YO" and l.en'el are subject to great 

bvdau. I bave done and am doing all properly 10 mJ power to brlng 

rebllon:emeuta to the situallono 

The US has met wUb almost miraculous speed an..! eUlc1eney every 

emergeJlCf request tha1 the FreDCh have made up to the point ot our 

aaau.m1Dg the role at an active belligerent. It can "" ... hardly be 

upected tha1 thiS momentous dec1a1on could be t.aken without preparation 

wben our nation is not UseU directly lIltackedoThere must. be adequate 
anil acUon 

pllbUc Wlderstanct1ng and COD9resslonal support,1md Illtemallonal 

preparation. CongressIonal action is problemalic unless other na1ions 

10 tbe area mo~ directly and ImmedJp!el)linterested than we show that they 

share our j"dgment. of the danger and are also willing to act w1th us to 

meet it. We Jbi deeply reqret that this political 
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i exploration wlU canse some d.elal. 

Our mUltlll"J advlPrs 8ee DO reason whJtbe fate of aU o( IDdocbhla $bowd 

1M decl4e4 III teD dara at DieD Bien Pba slDce tbls battle muat be grea11y 

ab8ll't.I.DIJ the mtUta1'7 potential of the .. my. It would seem that thet are 

making a reckless military gamble In the hope of psfCbologlcal results whleb 

wlU achieve pollUcal success. There seems to be DO materlal reason why thls 

polUlca1 St.lCeess need be given them, parUelllarl1 U the free nations of ~~ 

~
'1' \ 
" 1 area unite to deny it. \, ,£ 
l~~ 

The qallant effort being made by the French Is already not wlthollt 

results as there is growing recognition of the great burda1 France is ean'ylnq 

and the coura<Je which her SODS are sbowlny and an increasing disposition to 

stIDd toqetber even more closely. I extend my warm reqa.rd ani respect. 

Foster DIlUes UNQTE 

.. _ .. _ latest French rtlquest was 
~~. 

eoJUSldered It emergency meet1D9 of NSC'th1a afternooD. The mUltarl felt tba1 8-29's 

were impractical, and we felt tbal to base planes on the Pb!)Jpp1aes wouldlnvolve , 

them in bosUUtles aDd was UDaCCeptable to us. However these were tentative reacUons 

\ . and matter Is stlll1lDder studJ • .Belleve mllllarJ .. ma, recommend alternaUve 
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offer of light plaD.es whIch can be flown off French carrier. lipe have firm decislon 

bJ tomorrow. You can teU Bldault we are IJlv1D9 this request our urgent study and 

expect answer soonest • 
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