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FOLLOt1INGIS COMPLETE TEXT OF PRESS STATEMENT BY MINEXTAFF.HA:~tJ~;:"~ 
RELE{,SED 1 S OCTOBER ON CHICO~l DEION ATION: 

COl'il·,:!ITING ON THE DETONATION OFf'; NUCLEAR DEVICE BY \ 
cm'J~:.lJt:ISI CHINA, THE M IN1STER FOR EXTERNAL AFT AIRS, ~lR. HASL 
S,'l.ID, THAT IT ~JAS A DEPRESSHIG, t,LTHOuCH NOT U~~EXPECTED, . 
DEVEL0 p;.: £:'T. MR. HASLUCK SAID THAT CHINAS INTENT IONS TO GO . 
.l\tCf~D \oilI H rr:ODUCING A NUCLEAR EXPLOSION. HAD. BEEN til ADE .APPARENI';. ." 
,[HEll-SHE REFUSED TO SIGN THE NUCLEAR TEST BA~ TREATY, LAST YEAR. , .. ,':" 
111':. 'l!ASLUC!( SAID THAT THE CHH'ESE C01':1" UN ISTS 'HAD CHOSEN' ,,' ':", r 
TO DIVERT A GREAT PROPORT ION OF THEIR NATIONAL SCIENTIFIC AND OTHER'~, 
RESOURCES A~JAY FP.Ot~ ECONOtr; IC DEVELOP,':ENT 'INTO THE STERILE FIELD OFt 
.,\lUCLEAI? ARN,A~lENTS. THE MINISTER OBSERVED THAT OTHER, ASIAN NAr~ONS ' ;,. 
W[1':E CAPABLE OF BUILDING NUCLEAR ',IE..'IPONSIF'THEY CHOSE, BUT HAD"" 
PREFERRED TO PROMOTE THE ECON 0:1 IC WELLBEING OF ,THEIR PEOPLE.· ' , 

. " . 
112. HASLUCK S~,ID TH,I:\T THIS DEVELORl,ENT ['lIGHT CAliSES,oME '",:; 
DISQUIET, ESPECIALLY ,AMONG COUNTRIES WHICH HAVE ALREADY HAD CAUSE' "'~" 
TO CON?LAIN OF COM~JUNIST CHINAS INTERNATIONAL CONDUCT • BUT WHAT,';;'U 
HAD BEEN DETONATED "'AS ALMOST CERTAP.'LY A PRIMITIVE NUCLEAR DEVICE\~';"~ 
01·: LY , NOT AN OPERATIONAL I!lEAPON. A LONG PERIOD OF DEVELOPMENT OF A '.'::~ 
301m AND OF ITS MEANS OF DELIVERY \VOULD BE REQUIRED. BEFORE COMMUrlIST',M 
CHH;!\ ~'JOULD BE IN ANY SIGNIFICANT SENSE A NUCLEAR POWER. PEKING' \iJ,WI 
\'iOuL:l :';0 DOUBT ATTEtiPT TO EXPLOIT THIS NEW APPEARANCE OF STRENGTH,".:,:l 
3UT '}i:STl:RN ~lILITARY CAPABILITY \,'AS AND WOULD CONTINUE TO BE GREATLy;'1 
p; ;:::~CESS OF THAT OF COMMm!IST CHINA. THERE WERE NO GROUNDS .FOR~:' ;": 
SUPPOSING THAT COMMUNIST CHINA HAD ACHIEVED ANY'SIGNIFICANT ' 
IN IT S RELAT IVE POHER POSIT ION., DEFENSE COMM B'MENTS GIVEN TO ;,;' 
COi':I'lUNIST CHINAS NEIGHBOURS WOULD NOT BE ALTERED BY ANYTHING ,~.j' !',':r,:,,<";',a,:'f: 
CG:-]i·iUNIST CHINA HAD ACHIEVED OR WAS LIKELY TO ACHIEVE IN' THE, 
?:i SLD. '., ,_. c~):!;,,~~\~m~'.~ 
:'iC? HASLUCK SAID ANY NEW NUCLEAR EXPERIMENTATION OF A 
llI!..lT(.,RY CHARACTER TENDED TO INCREASE THE DIFFICULTY OF 

( ¥"i.T ,';ORE COl:}NTRIES FRa-l BUILDING NUCLEAR WEAPONS. AUSTRAL 
BEN O:-J!': OF THE FIRST COUNTRIES TO SIGN THE NUCLEAR TESTE. 
M!Ll 'IN SPITE ,OF D ISAPPO I'NT MENT S WOULD CONT IN lJE 'T.O WORK' --','.~,­
;;CC::':?HNCE' B~ AI,:L COUNTRIES, INCLUDING COMMUNls::n~H-I:fol-Aq~;":';"'-rr 
L Y;)~·l.~~ 
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