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We briefed New Zealand Amb Ialdnq ~pri17 on,results Scherger-

Phipps talks at CINCPAC and noted Australians had given stronq indica­

tion GOA wwld. be wUl:!nq send infantry battalion to 8QJf,. •• J~rld 
• .'" >.~ '~"l~ _.-j_ ~ ... ..;. 

GVN request. Ialdnq said in case of GNZ matter ,not ~,~~and 
. . . . _._ ........ _ '- . ,~t '.' 

he unsure exactly how it stOOd in Welllnqton. He asked if we 
We 

envisaqed international force. ~ sa1d we v.o rldnQ,\:lJ ,stages: at 

present we are proposing to GOA and GNZ to IBrticipate.aJ.onq lines ref 

B, upon receipt by them of request from GVN. Later we may .. lkJaeek 

participation alb! r countries in area. (Korea and Pb1l1pp1nes ment:1cmed 

st llkel _1Ii"!liJIlliFIdI"!:t' poss1billties ). as mo Y I. 

Laking said his govel'IllIJ9At would need rather deta1led expJ.anaticn 

""'" of our ccncept of force in which NZ would pa:rt.1cipate and role 

their element would play. Said he would transmit our request in 
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in principle to Wellington, but could not say with any certainty til what the 

response w:luld be. Laking referred to questions raised earlier with us, 

~~ IlnSwers to which wa.ud be JB rtinent to GNZ decision force deployment. We fit will 

provide him with Slch answers shortly and cable them to Wellington for Embassy's 
use there as required. 

Laking asked m ether we had raised wi th GVN the possib1l1ty of a request 
E 

to New Zealand and we said exploratory discussions have been authorized to go 

abeadin Saiqon,' but naturally making clear matter tentative until HZ poa1t1caclear. 
on Laking noted hlsqovernment would wish to talk further with GOA/&1IIlANZAC.!rame­

We: 
work for joint force: liKj4lW said our talks wi th GVN would not prejud1ce this issue 
one way or other •. 

We also raised with Laking proposal that NZ (along with Aust:ral1a) take 

over tra.1ning of Re¢onal Forces (Ref A). He said he would also transmit this 

request to Wellington. 

FOR SAIGON: You should not pursue further with GVN quest1cn of aHZ 
force contribution to SVN until you receive further instructions; those will 

depend upon our receiving favorable response from GNZ. 
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