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THIS !'lESSAGE UNDER! AKES TO SUMl~ AR IZE INSTRUcr IONS WHICH I HAVE 
RECEIVED OVER THZ LAsr TEN DAYS ',:lITH REGARD TO THE INTRODUCTION OF' 
THIRD COUNTRY CC:1BAT fORCES AND TO DISCUSS THE PREFERRED WAY OF 
PRESENTING THE SUBJEcr TO THE GVN. 

AS THE RESULT OF THE MEET mG OF, THE PRESIDENT AND HIS ADVISORS ON 
APRIL 1 AtlD THE NSC NEETING ON THE FOl..LOUING DAY. I LEFT WASHINGTON 
AND RETURNED TO SAIGON \:lITH THE UNDERSTANDING: THAT THE REINFORCEr,IENT 

lOr THE MARINES ALRE.eiDY ASHC:tE BY T\:IO ADDITIONAL SU'S AND A F-4 
CFN 3423 17 G VN 1 NSC :::LT F'-4 

PAGE 2 Rc;.IJIR 1001Al! T 9 P SEe II E l' 

'

SQUADRON t-)m THE PRCGRESSIVE !ClTRODUcr ION OF 18-2'0,0D0 SUPPORT 
. FORCZS tiZ::: t-,?PROVED BY THAT DECISICN ON THE SEVZRAL PROPOSALS fOR 
I BRINGING :iN HORE US CC:IE,~T FORCES .<iND THEIR POSSIBLE [·lODES OF EMPLOY­
I ~IENT \;lAS ~J ITHHZLD IN .~:,J OFFENSIVE COUNTER mSu:\GZNCY ROLE. ST ATE VAS 
! TO EXF' ... ORZ tHTH THE ;(oREAN, AUSTRALIAN AND NEt'! ZEALAND GOVTS THE ?OS­
, SIBILITY OF' RAPID DEfLOYt·1E~lT 07 SIGNIFICANT CC1BATELEMENTS IN PARAL-

LEL WITH T:1E !.] ARINE REINF'ORCE}lENT., 

SINCE ARRIVING HDr1E. I HAVE RECEIVED THE FOl...LOIHNG INSTRUCTIONS AND 
HAVE TAKEN THE INDICATED ACTIONS \\fITH RESPEcr TO THIRD COUNTRY 
CG:>! DAT F Cit CES. 

I APR IL (5 At;!) 3. REC:: 11][D GIJN CONC L.'1REt\CE TO INT ROD uCT ION OF THE 
i MARiNE REI:ll'CRCD1ENTS .;ND TO ,~t~ EXPANDED ;·lISSW~ FOR ALL t·1ARINES 

IN DANANG-P~U SAl AREA • 

. APRIL S. ::;ZCZ2VEJ DZ?rEL 2229 DIRECTING APPROACH TO GV'~. SUG­
GESTWG RZCUl!:ST TO .~usr2"LI;'iN GOIlT ?~ ,~N INF{;;,'TRY BATTALION FOR USE 
:,.J SVt'l. ';JHlLE .'!j',!!~XTING .; ?RO?ITIOUS '1C.·1ENT TO ::.;ISE THE t·1AT:'ZR" r 
~1EC:::!'lED SZ?TEL ·2237 :) ~REc! ING APi-ROACH 3Z DELt.\'ED UNTIL ~URrHER 

, JRDERS. r':o~."aI~\jG Fij~1T:-:Zrt ;-:AS 3ZEN RECZlVED S:'D1GZ .. 
REPRODUCTION FROM THIS COpy IS 

___________ .PROHIBITED UNLESS "UNCLASSIFIED" 

... tlf LIIb" 
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AFR IL 14. I LEAilNED DY JCS 009EH2 TO C INC PAC OF APPARENT· DECISION 

CFN 18-2~.CDO 5 8 GVN DANANG-?HU BAI 8 2229 GVN SVN 2281 14 

JCS 009::1 12 
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TO DEPLOY 113RD AIRBORNE BRIGADE IMr1EDIATELY TO BIEN HOA-

VUNG TAU. BY EMBTEL 3313, DELAY IN THIS DEPLOYMENT WAS URGENTLY 

RECOMMENDED BUT NO REPLY HAS DEEN RECEIVED. HO!~EVER. PARA 2 OF 

DOC 152339 AP?ARENTL Y MAKES REFERENCE TO T HIS PROJECT IN TERMS 

WHICH SUGGEST THAT IS SO"lETHING LESS THAN AS AN APPROVED IMMEDIATE 

ACTION. IN VIEW OF THE UNCERTAINTY OF ITiS STATUS, I HAVE NOT 

BROACHED THE MATTER WITH QUAT. 

APRIL 15. RECEIVED DEFTEL 2314 DIREcr ING THAT Et1BASSY SAIGON 

DISCUSS tHTH GVN INTRODUCT ION OF 'ROK REGll'IENT AL CO!lBAT TEA~ AND 

SUGGEST GVN REQUEST, SUCH i'., FORCE ASAP. BECAUSE OF QUAT'S ABSENcE 

FR(I;l SAIGON, 1 HAVE NOT SEEN ABLE 10 RAISE MATTER. AS MATTER OF 

FACT. IT SHOULD Nar 3E RAISED UNT IL 'dE HAVE A CLEAR CONCEPT OF 

EM PLO ¥MENT • 

APR IL 15. !}!AVE JUST SEZtJ STATE-DEFENSE r1ESSAGE DOD 152339 

CITED ABOVE UHICH INDICATZS A FAVc::liIDLE .~TT ITUZlE TO\1ARD SEVERAL 

POSSIBLE USES OF US COtlBAT FO:=lCES DEYOND THE NSC DECISIONS OF APRIL 2. 

I AM TCLD TO DISCUSS ESSE ~iND CZRTAIN OTHER NON-i.JILITARY 1,lATTSRS 

URGENTL Y U!1H QUAT. THZ SUBST ANCE OF THIS CPJ3!.E 1JILL 3E ADDRESSED IN 

A SEPARATE '·lESSAGE. I C,~N NOT i'1AISE THESE NATTERS \;11TH QUAT WITHOut 

FURTHER GUIDANCE. 
CFN 173RD 3IEtJ HOA VUNG TAU 3313 NO 2 DOD 152339 NOT QUAT 15 

2314 GVN ilO!{ GVN ASAP QUAT N01 Nor 17 DOD 152339 NSC 2 QUAT OlOT QUAT 
, 

-
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FACED ':JITH THIS RAPIDL'Y C:I.~NGWG PIer !;.",{E OF ~]ASHINGTO~l DESIRES AND 

INTENTIONS lHTH REGARD TO TflE WTRODUCTION OF T;URD COUNTRY (AS 

tlELL AS US) CO:13AT FORCZS, ! 8ADL Y NEED A CU,RIFICAT ION OF OUR PUR­

POSES AND OBJECT IVES. 3EFORE I CAN F.iESEl'.7f OUR CASE TO GVN, I HAVE 

TO i<N01!l VIlA"l TaAT C:~SE IS A:,J UHY. IT IS NOT GO ING TO BE EASY TO 

GET READY CC~lCURRENCE 70R THE LARGE SC.~LE INTRODUCTION OF FOREIGN 

TROOPS UNLESS T HE NEED IS CLE.;R AND EXPL ICli • 

---------~---
--. -----

/ 
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LET ME SUGGEST THE KIND OF INSTRUcr ION TO THE Ai'lB UH!Cf{ IT '.10UlD 
BE MOST HELPFUL TO RECEIVE FOR USE IN PRESENT WG TO G\f.'l I:IHAT I 
TAKE TO BE A NEW POLICY OF THIRD COUNTRY PARTICIPATION iN GROUND 
C;;:'l OAT. 

QUOTE THE USG HAS eC:·1PLETED A THOROUGH REVIEIi OF THE SITUATION 
IN SVN BorH IN ITS NATIONAL AND INTERNATIO:-JAL ASPEcrS AND HAS REACHED 
eERT AI~ IMPORTANT CONCLUSIONS. IT FEELS THAT IN RECENT liEEKS THERE 

~HAS BEEN A SQ.lEWHAT FAVORABLE CHANGE IN THE OVERALL SITUATION AS 
THE RESULT OF THE AIR ATTACKS ON DRV, THE RELATIVELY SMALL BuT 
NImEROUS SUCCESSES IN TliE FIELD AGAIi'lST THE ve AND THE ENCOURAGING 
PROGRESS OF T HE QUAT GOVT. H01;/EVER, IT IS DE COM!MG INCRE ASINGL Y 
CLEAR THAT. IN ALL PROBABILITY, THE PR~ARY OBJEcrIVE OF THE GVM 
AND THE USG OF CHANGING THE \:JILL OF THE DRV TO SUPPORT THE VC 

,CFN' GVN NOT GVN USG SVN DRV VC QUAT GVN USG DRv've 
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INSURGENCY CAN Nor :E "T'!' !~!NED W AN ACCEl'I' ABLE T I:~E F'R At1E BY 
THE METHCDS ?:1ESEtrrLY :;;:·lPLOYED. THE AIR C,tJ-1PAIGN IN THE NORTH MUST 

. JE SU?PLZ::S:tfZD S'! SIGt',;; .. L succsss~s ;;G:iIi~ST T!-!E 'Ie If': :-l'~E sour:-{ 
3E7CRY!: ~}E C.:~l·; >~OFE 70 wZr\'ZZ TEt\! :7R.t.~lE 01 ~1IND IN HANOI tlHIC}{ 
~.J!LL !...=~~;~ 70 '~"rrE DZCISIC0JS ~JE SEEX. TA'r~OR. 
3T 

NOTE: Advance copy to 5/5-0 at ?:57 q.m., April 17. , ' 

Passed Wnite House, ~OD, CIA at 4:35 a.m., April ,~ .L I • 

J 
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