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THIS MESSAGE UNDERTAKES 7O SUMMARIZE INSTRUCT IOGNS WHICH I HAVE
RECEIVED QVER THZ LAST TEN DAYS WiTH REGARD TO THE INTRODUCTION OF
THIRD COUNTRY CCHMEAT FORCES 4ND TO DISCUSS THE PREFERRED. WAY OF
PRESENT ING THE SUBJECT TO THE GW.

AS THE RESULT OF THE MEETING OF THE PRESIDENT AND HIS ADVISORS ON
APRIL ! &!D THE NSC MEETING CN THE FGLLOWING DAY, I LEFT WASHINGTCN
AND RETURNED TO SAIGON UITH THE UNDERSTAND ING' THAT THE REINFORCEHMENT
IOF THE MARINES ALREADY ASHCRE BY TWO ADDIT IONAL BLT'S AND A F-4

CFN 3423 17 GVN 1 NSC LT F-4
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,SQUAJRON AND THE PRCGRESSIVE INTRCDUCT ION OF 18-20,0858 SUPPORT

FORCZS UZINIZ APFROVED BY THAT DECISICN OGN THE SEVZIRAL PROPOSALS FOR
IBRINGING iN MORE US CCIBAT FCRCES allD THEIR POSSIBLE MODES OF EMPLOY-
rb‘IENT UAS UITHHZILD IN &l OFFENSIVE. COUNTERINSURGINCY ROLE. STATE WAS
JTO EXFLORZ WITH THE YOREAN, AUSTRALIAN AND NEY ZEALAND GOVTS THE POS~
| SIBILITY CI‘ RAPID DEFLOYMENT OF SIGNIFICANT CC1BAT ELEMENTS IN PARAL-
LEL WITH THE HARINE REINFORCEMNENT.,

SINCE RRIUTNG PGUEB 1 HAVE RECEIVED THE FCLLOWING INSTRUCTIONS AND
HAVE TAKEN THE INDICATED ACTICNS WITH RESFECT TO THIRD CCUNTRY
CeM CAT FCRCES.

APRIL 6 2ND 3. RECZIVED GVW CONCURRENCE TO INTRCDUCTION OF THE

" MARINE REINFORCIMENTS aND TO AN EXPANDED HISSICN FOR ALL MARINES

IN DANANG=-FHU BQI ARE A.

-1
H

- APRIL 8, RECRIVED D L 2229 DIRECT ING APFROACH TO GVvHY, SUG~
GESTING R:L_ULS" Ta S""° WIaN GOWT FCR AN INFALTRY BATTALION FOR US‘_
I sVh, WHILE ’-\”C‘:ITLEG A FROPIT IOUS MCIENT T0 TAISE THE MATTER, I
GECLIVED LEIFTEIL 2257 S IRECT ING APFROACH 2E DELAVED UNTIL FURTHER
* JRDERS, HOTHING FUATHIR £AS IIZEN RECZIVED SINCE.
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-2- 3423, April 17 (SECTION Cii: OF TWO), from Saigon

AFRIL 14. I LEARNED 3Y JCS 55912 TO CINCPAC OF APPARENT - DECISION
CFN 18-23,000 6 8 GUN DANANG=-PHU BAI 8 2229 GUN SVYN 2287 14
JCS 23%J12 ,
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TO DEPLOY 173RD AIRBORNE BRIGADE IiM4EDIATELY TO DIEN HOA~-

VUNG TAU. BY EMBTEL 3373, DELAY IN THIS DEFLOYMENT WAS URGENTLY
RECOMMENDED BUT NO REPLY HAS BEEN RECEIVED, HOWEVER, PARA 2 OF
DOC 152339 APPARENTLY MAKES REFERENCE TO THIS PROJECT IN TERMS
WVHICH SUGGEST THAT IS SCMETHING LESS THAN aS AN APPROVED IMMEDIATE
ACTION. IN VIEW OF THE UNCERTAINTY OF ITS STATUS, I HAVE NOT
BROACHED THE MATTER WITH QUAT.

APRIL 15, RECEZIVED DEPTEL 2314 DIRECT ING THAT EMBASSY SAIGON
DISCUSS WITH GVN INTRCDUCT ION OF ROK REGIMENT AL CGMBAT TEAM AND
SUGGEST GVN REQUEST: SUCH A FORCEZ ASAP. BE CAUSE OF QUAT°S ABSENCE
FROM SAIGON, I MAVE NOT DEEN ABLE TO RAISE MATTER. AS MATTER OF
FACT, IT SHOULD NOT BE RAISED UNT IL WE HAVE A CLEAR CONCEPT OF
EMPLOYMENT.

APRIL 16. I MAVE JuUST SEEN STATE-DEFENSE MESSAGE DOD 152339
CITED ASOVE WHICH INDICATZS 2 FAVCRALLL aTT ITUDE TOWARD SEVERAL :
POSSIELE USES OF US CO¥BAT FCRCELS DEYOND THE NSC DECISIONS OF APRIL 2.
I A TCLD TC DISCUSS THESE aND CIRTAIN OT HER NON={ILITARY ¥ ATTIRS
URGENTLY UITH auaT, THE SUBSTANCE OF THIS CaBLT WILL 3E ADDRESSED IN
A SEPARATE :1ESSaGE. I -CAN NOT RAISEZ THESE U ATTERS WITH QuaT WITHOUT
FURTHER GUIDANCE.

CFN 173RD 3IEN HOA VUNG Tau 3373 NO 2 DOD 152339 NOT QUAT 15

2314 GVN ROX GVN ASAP QUAT NOT NOT 17 DOD 152339 NSC 2 QUAT NOT QUAT
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FaCED ITH THIS RAPIDLY CHANGING PICTLREL OF UASHINGTOM DESIRES AND
"NTENT IONS UITH REGARD TO THE ILUTRODUCT ION OF THIRD COUNTRY (A4S
UELL AS US) CO:1BAT FORCES, I 5eDLY NEED A4 CLARIFICATION OF OUR PUR-
POSES aND OSJECT IVES. SEFORE I CaN FRESENT OUR CASE TO GUN, I HAVE
T0 KNOW UHAT THAT CAST IS AWD UHY. IT IS NOT GOING T0 BE EA&SY TO
GET REZADY GCNCURRENCE FOR THE LARGE SCALE INTRODUCT ION OF FOREIGH
TROOPS UNLISS THE NEED IS CLESR AND EXFLICIT.
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LET ME SUGGEST THE KIND OF INSTRUCT ION TO THE aAMB WHICH IT YOULD
BE MOST HELPFUL TO RECEIVE FOR USE IN FRESENTING TO GVN WHAT I
TAXE TO BE A NEW POLICY OF THIRD COUNTRY PARTICIPATION IN GROUND
CouDAT. :

QUOTE THE USG HAS CCYPLETED A THOROUSH REVIEW OF THE SITUATION
IN SUN BQTH IN ITS NATIONAL AND INTERNAT IONAL ASPECTS AND HAS REACHED

CERTAIN IMPORTANT CONCLUSIONS. IT FEELS.THAT IN RECENT WEEXS THERE
~HAS BEEN A SOMEWHAT FAVORASLE CHANGE IN THE OVERALL SITUATION AS

THE RESULT OF THE AIR ATTACKS ON DRV, THE RELATIVELY SMALL BUT
NUMEROUS SUCCESSES IN THE FIELD AGAINST THE VC AND THE ENCOURAGING
PROGRESS OF THE QUAT GOVT. HOWEVER, IT IS BECOMING INCREASINGLY

CLEAR THAT, IN aLL PROBABILITY, THE PRIMARY OBJECT IVE OF THE GVN

AND THE USG OF CHANGING THE WILL OF THE DRV TO SUPPORT THE VC

_CFN° GVN NOT GVN USG SVN DRV VC QUAT GW USG DRV VC
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"IMSURGENCY Ca¥ WOT CE ATTAINED I aN ACCEPTABLE TIME FRAME BY

THE METHCDS PRESENTLY ZUFLOVED. THE AIR C2MPAIGN IN THE NORTH WUST

SE SUPPLILENTID 5V SIgSusl SUCCESSES AGAINST THE VO IN THE SOUTH

3EFCRE UE Call H0PE TO CRTATE THAT FRANE OF MIND IN HaANOI WHICH

YILL LIAD TO THE DECISIONS UE SEEN. TAYLCR.
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NOTE: Advance copy to 5/S-0 at 3:57 g.m., April 17.
Passed White House, [OD, CIA at 4:35 a.m., April 1i7.
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