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DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

WASHINGTON 

IfIq 14, 1956 

MlMJlURDUM FOR 1'HE PRiSIDl!IIT 

Subj.ct, Attitud •• ot Pres1c1ent SuItIIrDo 
ot lDdonesia 

Pres1c1ent Sukarno, who has great per.ODal chanl aDd a keen 
.... ot daIl •• tic politice, has b •• n the leader of hi. countir7 
tor lO rear.. H. raters oonstant17 to ·ocloniali." and 
nat1ODali. wher. lDdonesiaD toreign relation. ere concerned. 
Dutch contiDued control ot We.t Hev Gu.inea (We.t IriaD to the 
IDdonesiaDs) i. the focel point ot hi. charge that cold-111111 
persi.t. in lDdon.sia. It in turn provid.. the tulcna tor 
natiODali.tic tendenci •• in dcaestic politice and economic 
attitud.s. 

f 
We bav. maintained aD attitude ot n8l1tralitr on the sub.taD. c. 

of the Rev Gu.inea issue whil. we encourage the interested parti •• 
th_elves to g.t together on it. I beli ... we aut maintain thi. 
attitud.. However, I noted to President Sultarno in Djakarta that 
we hav. aD lIDderstaDding ot the probl.. of nevq-independent 
COUDtries, bav1ng fought tor our own independence aDd assisted, 
siDc. that time, other peoples 1Iho could achieve and maintain 
th.ir independence. We have don. that in the cue of 18 nations 
.ince World War II. 

'1'h_ bave been ocntinuiDg irritants in Dutch-lDdonesiaD 
relations siDce lDdon.s1a declared its independence on Jucust 17, 
1945 and siDce it tiDelq gained it on Decaaber 27, 1949. Most 
recentlr these bave in'WOlved delqed aDd leDgthf trials of Dutch 
natiODllle charged with subversion. Also following aD abortive 
a •• ting to revis. the Botmd Table eonr.rence Agr •• ent (th. Agree­
ment 1Ihich vas to have guided lDdonesiaD-Dutcb r.lations after 
ind.pendenc.), the lDdonesiaDs UDilateralq abrogated that Agree­
aent. 
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!he lDdoJl. .. ian GoTenmaant hall not JUde a t1nal deoia1on as 
to that part ot the ~t dee] ing with debtll asll\1lHd on 
ta1r1ng oyer sOYereignt,'. !he Du.toh tear ther vUl renounoe these 
debtll. Allbaasedor Onw1ng beli ..... s that ... entual17 the lIOderatea 
will v1n out and that reeuapUon ot ~tII v1l1 take place. 1 
IlaoIdd .e this opportwit,' with Sukarno to attaapt to 81Ul1orate 
the ditterenoee betwan the Du.tch and the lDdOJl.tl81anB. 

President Sakarno, as 70U JIOt8Ii to the Jaerican Society of 
Newspaper B:litors on Apri121, referred to Paul BeYere to ~ 
tise the ....... mitr ot feeling about independence on the oooaaion 
of opening the Asian-African CoDterenoe at BaIIdung on Apr1118, 
1955. He will UDdoubtec1l1" make tIIrther mention to JOU of his 
admiration of the principles of Aaer1can leaders for he hall 
often, at hcae, cited Lincoln, Jefferson, Wa8h1ngton and others. 
To encourage lIOderation in Indonesian attitudes on oo1on1all8lll 
and nationa11811l, 1 llUggest that 70U Jdght also describe tha 
aooOllpllsbmentll of our earlier state8lll8Jl. who exercised their 
influenoe to bring about a aoderate attit1ldfl, and ultimate17 
most friendl7 relations, with the British. \ 
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John Foster Dull_ 
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