
.. 

'a? 

R~",\.I'e-L'-'<~ C~~'<L''-Z~1 ,eM 
, AMrd a'fIyt/Wng to the effeot you think it will 

PZacf' ':,!" 

, No, . w~' 'h~~ehad no assurances from the 
Unfo~on' that matter. Indeed, the infor­
wljieh we have comes from Mr. Khru­
s~h.llnd, quite frankly, I have not had 

trinSCript of that portion of the speech 
of me yet, I have a copy of a broadcast 

,r.n,gll!lll to the United Kingdom, with which I 
you are all familiar. 

will not elaborate unduly on the statement 
&t the White House last evening about this 

lIeg)lton \\xpIPSion. But we are quite sure that 
will cause people: all over the world to thiuk 

deal about this event. It stands against 
background of two Soviet votes for an un­

moratorium., One possibility, since the 
w~ 'M've Bu'ggests that they might be 

lIcludling this series of tests by the end of Oc­
IIr--&Jld.as I liay,we have no information other 

that,.-..qn~ poseibility is that they might con­
this ,rlesof teste, then support another 

1Il0ratorium until they are ready for 
series 'of teste. That would not be a very 

lIdu"tiv. enterprise, I should think. 
problems help to explain why we believe 

the path' to a ban 'on nuclear teste lies through 
a t~ty such as that tabled by the United 

and United Kingdom at Geneva this year 2 

which, will give aSSurance to all of tho;e 
are directly interested that secret prepara­
are not going forward, that tests, if con­

will be aseertained, and that violations will 
the other signatories from obligations nnder 
treaty. 

hope that the Soviet Union, if it has made a 
deeisiOI\ to conduct such an explosion, will 
again: about it. Such an explosion is not 

from a technical point of view. Th" 
which 'have been conducted already in the 

which have been used are fully adeqnate 
any technical or scientific purpose. 

why the Soviet Union would wish to deto­
& 50-megaton explosion is something about 

we can' all speculate. But if they lllLYO in 
demonstration, we hope that they will think 

hard about all that it will demonstrate und 
just a particular point that they wish to 

text, see BULLICTJlIf ot. June 5, 19tH, p. 870. 

U.S. Calls on U.S.S.R. Not To Test 
St.-Megaton Nuclear Bomb 

White Bouse Statement 

White Houae press release dated October 17 

It is reported that the Soviet Union plans to 
explode a giant nuclear bomb-tbe equivalent to 60 
million tons of TNT. 

We call upon the Soviet Union to reconsider tbis 
decision, if in iuct it has been made. We know 
about high-yield weapons. Since 1057 the United 
States has had the technical know-how and mate-­
rinls to produce bombs in the 50-100 megaton range 
and higher. But we also know that such weapons 
are not essential to our m1l1tary needs. Further­
more, full-scule tests are not necessary to develop 
50-megaton bombs. Such an explosion could only 
serve some unconfessed political purpose. 

'Ve ~elieve the peoples throughout the world wlll 
join us In usldng the Soviet Union not to proceed 
with Il. test whh:h can serve no legitimate purpose 
and which adds a mass ot addItional radioactive 
fullout to that which bas been unleashed in recent 
wt..>eks. 

We hope very much that we can move toward a 
test ban treaty just as promptly as possible. 

Situation In Southeast Alia 

Q. Would you give us an appraisal, sir, of the 
situation in southeast Asia, in Viet-Nam and Laos, 
ami the effeot that this is havVng on Th(l'iland ami 
Oambodia and the other neighboring countriest 

A. The security of southeast Asia as a region is 
a mlttter of the greatest importance, and the most 
immediate concerns there at the moment are, of 
course, Laos 'Uld Viet-Nam. I believe that today 
Prince Souvanna Phouma [of Laos] may be meet­
ing with the King at Luang Prabang to begin dis­
cussions on the constitution of a government. 

The agreement among the three princes that 
SouvanlllL Phonma might be recommended as the 
Prime Minister is only the beginning of what 
ponld he It difficult lwgotintion, because the object 
\\'ollld be to get a govornment which would be in 
fad, neutral, and ill fact independent, and would 
be able to lead Laos in t.hat direct.ion. 

It. is too early yet to say whether these negotia­
tions can be successful. Meanwhile, the work in 
Ganev" goes ahe:ld. Bnt the work at Geneva will 
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be strongly influenced by what happens in these 
negotiations in Laos about a goverllment.. 

As you know, General [Maxwell D.] Taylor is in 
Viet-Nnm to review that situation for the Presi­
dent and the departments of Government 
concerned. 

Although the armed forces of south Viet-N am 
have improved considerably in strength and in 
initiative and in equipment Ilnd tl'nillinp:, there has 
been a significant upsurge in guerrilla activity, 
guerrilla activity which has been supported by 
cadres and by supplies moving in from the north, 
some of it directly, some of it by way of Lnos. 

Of course, the threats to the security of Laos and 
Viet-N am are matters of great concern to other 
countries in that area, such as Thailand, Cam­
bodia, and indeed others. We are looking forward 
to General Taylor's report with t.he greatest 
possible interest. ·When we get it, we will con­
sider what can be done to steady that situat.ion in 
that. part of the world. 

U.S. Policy on Aid to YUlosl •• I. 

Q. Will you .. tate the objectives of our economie 
aid to Yugoslavia and whether it continues to serve 
those objectives' 

A. First let me review the situation briefly. 
Yugoslavia is a Communist country and has been 
since World War II. And no one in any of the 
administrations which have considered this matter 
has overlooked this fact. 

A more important fact, however, is that in 1948 
Yugoslavia broke away from the Soviet bloc and 
since that time has been not only independent of 
the Soviet bloc but also a divisive influence on 
world communism and a source of considerable 
dissension within the Communist bloc. 

H has been a policy of three administrations to 
support Yugoslavia's determination to maintain 
its independence. As a part of our efforts to help 
Yugoslavia preserve that independence, we have 
furnished substantial economic and military as­
sistance, including military grant aid from 1951 
through 1951. 'I'here is no doubt that our aid did 
serve to strengthen Yugoslavia's efforts to main­
tain its independence. These developments have 
not been without effect on the Soviet bloc. 

You may recall that last December, in the 
famous declaration issued by the Communist. par­
ties at the time of the Communist summit., there 
were some very severe criticisms of Yugoslavia 

750 

contained in that declaration, and you, will 
that Yugoslav policies have again been criticiJi 
in the 22d Congress of the Communist Party 
the ::,loviet Union, which is now taking place. 

I think some of the criticism which this 
is now receiving stems to a certain degree 
public disappointment that 0111' aid to Yu'gOlllan 
has not led to full Yugoslav agreelnent 
foreign policy of the United States. i Dut, as 
President has st.ated, our aid programs are 
designed to purchase agreement with us. In 
view countries are entitled to national so·ver~i~1Il1 
and independence, and the basic purpose of 
aid is to strengthen the effor~s of recipient 
tries to maintain their national, sovereignty 
independence. 

Some of the disappointment in this 
has come from the Delgrade meeting.' 
not believe that that Delgrade meeting 
thnt Yugoslavia was in the proeees.of losing 
independence, even though some,things were 
there that we ourselves did not partiCUlarly 
prove. So that is the basis of our policy. 

Q. Afr. Secretary, could !Iou .pell'out 
regard as our remaining righu ifl,E(l8,t D."'''R" 
specifically whether or not W8 ~fftJ.rd the 
tinned circulation 01 Allisd pM'lOfinel into 
B ,,·lin as a vital right' 

A. We have quadripartite righte with 
t.o East Derlin, which we are not·.bnndoning, 
these are matters which will be Bubject to 
versations with all the powers interested. 
expect to have our personnel go into,East 
as necessary, under our existing 
rights, and we expect the Soviet Union to 
nize those rights and protect them. ' 

Hop. for Alr •• ment on Now U.N ... 'c ... 't.''Y.,G .... 

Q. Mr. Secretary, it haB be6fl IOfM.6 'IOeek, 
that we have been arguing over a, aucceBBor to 
Secretary-General of the United NatiOM. 
you foresee more haggling ovw'thh, or do 
thinl. it has to come to a head la£t:ly. 80on' 

A. We do think that this ought to come III 
head promptly. The time that h&a ~n .""ntt. 
far hns been used to find out whether there 
basis for agreement, general agreement. 
if stich were possible, it would IH! in the 
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